Friday, February 9, 2018

February 5 - 10, 2018

Saturday, February 10, 2018
Sees

Genesis 15-16

She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I
have now seen the One who sees me.”
Genesis 16:13
God sees Hagar in her moment of deep despair. She gives Him a name that has brought comfort to
countless people since then. EL-ROI: God of seeing. The God who sees me. God sees me. God sees
the circumstances in Hagar’s life. She is a maidservant—a slave. She is one who must obey what she
is told. I cannot even begin to imagine all the emotions in the lives of Abram, Sarai, and Hagar. I try to
imagine all that was happening (beyond the obvious) that would have caused Hagar to despise Sarai.
Eventually, all began to feel hopeless. Decisions had been made that caused angst and conflict and
there was no apparent resolution. Hagar fled in despair. God saw the entire situation as it unfolded. He
saw every tear, every thought, every inclination of every heart involved, and He saw how it would fit
into His plan. God revealed Himself to Hagar and let her know that He had seen what was happening.
He did not “fix” the issue. He just let her know that He saw it, and told her that He was sovereign over
it. That brought her peace. I must learn to rest in the fact that God sees everything that is happening in
my life and He is working it out for His good. He sees me.
Dear Lord, please bring peace into my life knowing that You see me—and every other person,
situation, and circumstance. Remind me often of Your sovereignty. Amen.
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Well-pleased
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Genesis 5-6

Enoch walked with God; and then he was no more, because God took him away.
Genesis 5:24
Enoch walked with God for 300 years. The Septuagint translates this as “well-pleasing.” For 300
years, Enoch was well-pleasing to God. The same is said of Noah in 6:9. Both men were recognized
specially by God because they were well-pleasing to Him.
Enoch was so well-pleasing to God that God just took him away! No indication whatsoever is given
that Enoch or Noah had any sort of motive for being well-pleasing to God other than an understanding
of who He is. They were well-pleasing to God in an era when that would require great faith. They stand
as stellar examples for me. I long to be well-pleasing to God. I long to know Him well and to quickly
serve Him when He leads. I want my life to be all about Him so that He is my every breath and
thought. I want Him to know that He can count on me. If He needs me to stand for Him when no one
else will, I will do everything just as God commands me (6:22). I wonder how many others have been
“taken away” just because they were well-pleasing to God? Sometimes we have a hard time
understanding the working of our mighty God, but I trust that He is caring deeply for each of His
adopted children.
Lord, please help me live in such a way that I am well-pleasing to You. Please see the desire of my
heart to be walking closely with You in every moment of the day. Amen.
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Genesis 7-8

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he
sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never
again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from
childhood.
Genesis 8:20-21
The sacrifices that Noah offered moved the heart of God. Perhaps it would be better to say that the
heart with which Noah offered the sacrifices moved the heart of God. God judges motive. The first
thing Noah did when he left the ark was to build an altar and offer sacrifices to the LORD.
Romans 12:1-2 calls me to be a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. This is the offering I am
called to bring—myself on the altar. It allows me to demonstrate that I trust myself fully to God. I
recognize that He is in control. My heart belongs to Him. I give it to Him freely and fully. This is the
type of offering I can bring that will move the heart of God. This is true worship. That is why many
times, as I contemplate the privilege of bringing this offering, I burst into songs of praise to my Rock
and my Redeemer. He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. I will praise Him with my offering.
Dear LORD, how I praise you for your unfailing and never-changing love for the creation You have
made. Thank you for considering my offerings as a sweet aroma. I pray that You find my heart given
over fully to You in my offering of praise. Amen.

Worship

Genesis 11-12

… “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make
a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the earth.”
Genesis 11:4
So, here is the issue of worship at its core. God calls me to worship Him and my flesh wants only to
worship myself. The tower was being built to directly oppose the command of God. He had said that
the people should spread out. They were building the tower so they would not have to obey. They
were worshiping their own thoughts and desires. They were looking to make a name for themselves,
when the only name that matters is the name of the LORD. How many times I am tempted to make a
name for myself instead of placing the spotlight on the name that is above all names. How will I
worship God? How will I worship Him alone? How many times have I started building a tower of my
own thoughts that are in opposition to God. What are my towers of disobedience? I must tear them
down so that I can worship my sweet, precious God in spirit and in truth and in obedience.
Dear Lord, please show me all the areas in my life that place me in opposition to You. Show me the
towers of disobedience in my life and lead me to the beautiful adoration of You for which I have been
designed. You alone are worthy of my praise and my worship. Amen.

