
F r iday,  December  29 ,  2017  
Exact Representation Hebrews 1-2 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things 
by His powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
superior to theirs. Hebrews 1:3-4 
Jesus is God. This is one of the key passages that helps us understand this truth. He is not a son, as 
we understand it. He is the eternal Son, positionally, and yet He is God. This is evident in this 
passage. He is the Creator. It is through Him that all things were made. He is the exact representation 
of the being of God. He sustains all things—something only God can do. He provided for the 
purification of sin—something only God could do. He is seated in the place of authority. He is 
worshiped by the angels—only God is to be worshiped. Jesus is God in the same way that the Father 
and the Holy Spirit are God. He is, therefore, as God, superior to everything else. And yet, He took on 
flesh. He became man (2:14) so that He could destroy the devil who held the power of death, and in 
so doing made possible our freedom from the curse of sin and death. It is amazing to think of the 
deep, deep love of God—supreme over all there is and yet loving toward all that He has made, 
sacrificing Himself to rescue all who would turn to Him. 
Father, help me truly grasp the depth of Your love and Your absolute sovereignty. Help me live my life 
in deep worship of You, my Redeemer, Rescuer, and King. Amen. 

Confidence Hebrews 3-4 
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16 
Jesus is on His throne. He is on the throne of grace. It is at the throne of grace that mercy is received 
and grace is found. Mercy and grace go together but are not the same thing. Mercy is not getting what 
I deserve. Grace is unmerited favor; it is getting what I do not deserve. As I approach this throne of 
Christ in prayer, I can be confident that He wants me to come to His throne. He wants me to come to 
the seat of power to gain the power I need to stand against the temptations in my life. Though I do not 
deserve that power, it is available (grace) and though I deserve to be excluded from His presence, He 
has allowed me to come (mercy). I need mercy and grace to withstand the temptations of this world. I 
find both at the throne of grace in the loving eyes of the one who saves me from my sin. He 
understands temptation and understands how to give us the power to stand against it. When I truly 
understand the mercy and grace that I have received, I have no choice but to live my life in a way that 
is constantly extending mercy and grace to others when they do things that hurt me. This gets really 
hard sometimes. I find that I don’t truly understand the mercy I have received and the grace that I have 
found, and I hold on to things and become bitter if I am not careful. As I release mercy and grace to 
others, I understand it far more for myself. 
God, thank You that I can come with great confidence to Your throne to receive the mercy I so 
disparately need and to find the grace that sustains me. May they make a difference in how I relate to 
others. Amen. 

Saturday,  December  30 ,  2017  

December 25 - 30, 2017 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  December  25 ,  2017  

Tuesday,  December  26 ,  2017  

Christmas Luke 1-2
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn. Luke 2:6-7
Today I pause and celebrate the birth of the King. Each time I read the narrative of the birth, I am 
amazed and in awe of the love of God, a love so great that He wraps Himself in flesh. The scene is 
intimate and yet shows preparedness. So many times, the account of the birth mistakenly has Joseph 
carrying Mary, frantically looking for a spot in a crowded city at the last minute. The text reads that the 
time came for the baby to be born while they were in Bethlehem. Mary knew when the time was close 
and she prepared the cloths that would wrap the King of kings. The moment arrived and Jesus came 
into the world. The Son of God, eternally existing, came into the world to save. She laid him in a 
manger—the place that had been prepared for Him. Very possibly, this stable was the place they were 
staying while in Bethlehem awaiting the census. I serve a humble King. Of all the ways that God 
Almighty could have come into the world that He created, He came humbly. Aside from the angel 
chorus and the shepherds, there was no fanfare. The Great Shepherd was welcomed by the 
shepherds who cared for the Passover lambs. Appropriate. A King is born this day in Bethlehem. 
Hallelujah. No crown is worn, but angels worship Him—and so do I. Welcome to our world—and to my 
heart—Lord Jesus. 
Dear Jesus, happy birthday. Oh, I know that You have always existed. I know that December 25th is 
probably not the day that Mary gave birth, but I pause today to remember that You made the sacrifice 
that makes my new birth possible. Thank you for wrapping Yourself in flesh. Thank You for making 
Yourself known to me. Thank You for being a humble King that draws me into that same humility. I 
bow before You. May my heart be Your throne and my life a gift to You. Amen. 
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