Friday, December 22, 2017
Contentment

1 Timothy 5-6

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get
rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin
and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
1 Timothy 6:6-10
Paul continues to teach. As he teaches Timothy, he leaves a wealth of knowledge for me. In his letter
to the Philippian church, Paul states that he has learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation. In his letter to Timothy, he expands on the teaching of godliness by adding contentment.
Contentment added to godliness is great gain. Again, it is being content with the temporary situation
while waiting for the riches of heaven. My contentment lags when I try to find the comfort of heaven on
earth. That leads to discontentment. The pursuit of success and comfort and the desire to be rich is
nothing new. Paul makes it clear here that there is nothing wrong with having money. But having a
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. It robs a person of the contentment they can have with who
they are in Christ. If a person has a love of money, it impacts all they do—even their pursuit of
godliness. There were apparently some in Ephesus who were using godliness to pursue wealth. Paul
says that that type of person has a corrupt mind and has been robbed of the truth. Truth sets us free. If
a person is robbed of the truth, they will not find contentment. It is important that I strive to be content
with what I have been given, even as I wait for what is yet to come!
Father, help me with this. Help me to be content with the things I have here while I wait for the riches
of heaven. Remind me that the riches I have here are best used as I invest them in ways that help
proclaim Your truth and Your gospel. Amen.

Saturday, December 23, 2017
Join me

2 Timothy 1-2

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. So do not
be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for
the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.
2 Timothy 1:7-9a
Paul encourages Timothy to join him. This would be an incredible invitation. I think of what it would be
like to join Paul in his ministry, joining with the man that God used to spread the gospel to the known
world. I can imagine joining him in his passion for the Lord. I can imagine joining him in the successful
rallies and crusades that he went on as he boldly proclaimed the gospel. I can imagine joining him in
making tents and having significant conversations with others about the Lord. But that is not the
invitation. The invitation is not to what seems to be successful ministry. The invitation is to join him in
suffering for the gospel. Paul understood well that success would bring suffering. Am I truly ready to
join Paul in this? Am I more interested in my comfort than in the advancement of the gospel? Many
times that answer is yes. It is a constant battle that rages within me. If something begins to feel like
suffering, I want it to go away. Too many times, my prayers seek to have God make me comfortable
instead of having him use my suffering for His glory and for the advancement of the gospel. But my
heart is to join Paul and God is changing me! I want God to use me for His purpose and His grace.
Father, help me join with all the others who are suffering for the gospel. Lord, I need Your help to keep
me from seeking comfort above all else. The mission is too important for me to keep quiet. Help me
not be ashamed to proclaim Your truth. Amen.
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1 Thessalonians 3-5

But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You are all sons
of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not
be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. For those who sleep, sleep at
night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be selfcontrolled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For God
did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us
so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.
1 Thessalonians 5:4-10
The Lord Jesus is coming again in victory to take us to be with Him, just as He has promised!!! This
letter helps in the understanding that Jesus will return and will bring with Him those who have died in
Him (fallen asleep). When He returns, all of those in Him who are alive will join Him in the air in
response to His command, the voice of the archangel, and the sound of the trumpet. Those who are in
Christ are children of the light and children of the day. They have been rescued from the dominion of
darkness into the kingdom of light (see Colossians 1:9-14). But they are also the children of a new
day—the Day of the Lord. Paul tells his readers that this should make a difference in the way they live.
Instead of living according to darkness, they should live according to the light. They are to be alert,
living out their faith, hope, and love (notice again this triad of words). Paul then reminds them (5:10)
that in Christ, whether alive or dead (awake or asleep), the children of God will live together with
Christ! What a great hope! This is the hope that allows me, as a child of the light and of the day, to live
a life worthy of our Savior, encouraging others by my love for God and for them.
Father, thank You that I can be sure that Jesus will come again. Help that great hope to encourage me
to live out my life as a child of the light and of the day. Amen.
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2 Thessalonians 1-3

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning
God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He
called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So
then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or
by letter. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave
us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-16
Thessalonica was a very large city—more than 200,000 people lived there. That’s a city about the size
of Madison, Wisconsin. Not only was the reception to the gospel there harsh, the Thessalonians
actually followed Paul to Berea, a city 50 miles away, to make a stand against Paul teaching truth
there as well. There was great opposition to the gospel. Acts 17 records these events. It would seem,
from this letter to the Thessalonian church that the persecution continued and became even more
intense. But Paul is quick to commend them for their faith in the midst of the persecution. He then
reminds them of the hope that waits for them. He also wants them to know truth. Some have been
giving them false information that has caused them to be deceived. He reminds them of the things
they have learned from him. He encourages them with the truth. It is so very important for me to know
the truth so that I am not deceived. The best way to know truth is to know the truth God has revealed
and preserved for me in the Bible.
Father, help me to know the truth so that I am not deceived in the times I live in. Help those around the
world who are experiencing persecution to stand strong in Your truth. Amen.
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