
F r iday,  December  15 ,  2017  
Above Colossians 3-4 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. Colossians 3:1-3 
I have heard it said that a person can be “so heavenly minded that they are of no earthly good.” I do not find 
that in Scripture. I believe it is a lie that the evil one tells us to keep us focused on the temporary. Paul tells 
the Colossians to focus on the things above. He makes it clear that we are not to focus on earthly things. It 
seems to me the greatest problem for a Christian is not that they are too heavenly minded. The danger for a 
Christian is to be so earthly minded that they are of no heavenly worth. That is a far greater tragedy for all 
involved. When Christians are earthly focused, they do not have a passion for the eternal things of God—
including the salvation of others. When Christians are earthly minded, they set their hearts on the things of 
earth—and that is where their treasure is. It is something Jesus warned about. My life is hidden with Christ 
in God and I must have an eternal perspective that will offset the earthly perspective that distracts me from 
Jesus. Only then can I live the holy life that God has planned for me. I want to be of earthly good because I 
am heavenly minded. If someone thinks that I am too heavenly minded to be of earthly good, perhaps I am 
just beginning to get where I need to be. 
Father, may I keep my gaze ever upward. May I focus on the eternal and not the temporary. Keep my eyes 
fixed on You and my thoughts on the things of heaven. Help me be of earthly good to You as I serve Your 
purpose. Amen. 

Proof 1 Thessalonians 1-2 
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply 
with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived 
among you for your sake. 1Thessalonians 1:4-5 
Paul is able to affirm his absolute knowledge that these people were truly followers of Christ—those who 
had been chosen. What was the proof? They were loved by God. The gospel came to them not simply as 
words but with power and with the Holy Spirit. It caused a deep conviction to enter into the lives of those 
who came to believe. There must be a difference in the life of a person who has genuinely been saved. 
There must be proof. That person is no longer the same. The gospel must come not just as words of 
comfort; it must come as convicting truth that draws a person to long for its power to set them free from sin’s 
hold. It must bring repentance. It must bring a conviction that opens the heart to receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit. There must be proof! I must radiate a new life. I can’t help it. I have been changed. It is not just 
words that give me some semblance of peace when I feel sad. It is the very core of my being. The gospel 
has changed me with its power of new life. I have been chosen to be a partaker of a life-changing truth. If it 
had not changed my life, it would be proof that it had not been accepted. 
God, thank You for Your love. Thank You for revealing the truth of the gospel to me and making me new. 
Thank You for the convicting work that the gospel does in my life and in my heart. Thank You for the power 
of the Holy Spirit flowing through me. Help me be living proof of Your love. Amen. 

Saturday,  December  16 ,  2017  

December 11 - 16, 2017 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Joy Philippians 1-2 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 Philippians 1:3-6 
Paul prays with joy for each and every one of the people in Philippi! He remembers them often. When 
he does, he remembers them with joy. It is because of their partnership in the gospel. They are family. 
These are his brothers and sisters in the Lord. Philippi was a very special church to Paul. It was one of 
his greatest supporters. Acts 16 tells of Lydia and the guard’s family becoming the first among those 
who embraced the truth of the gospel. While the letter to the Philippians contains truth about joy, it is 
really much more about the gospel and the joy that the gospel brings. Paul prays with joy for every 
believer because he patiently—and maybe even excitedly—waits to see how God will bring each one 
of them to completion. His prayers of joy are not because they have all arrived; rather it is the joy of 
the journey. I can learn from this. I must celebrate what God is doing in the lives of my brothers and 
sisters in the Lord. Each time I remember them, I must be filled with joy for what the gospel has done, 
is doing, and will do through them. We are in this together! Together, as we are filled with joy and 
praying for each other, we will see the Lord do amazing things in and through each of us. Verse 1:19 
tells us that it was through the prayers of the saints and the strength of the Spirit that God worked in 
the life of Paul—it is the same for us today. 
Father, today I pause and think about all the brothers and sisters that I have in the Lord. I pray for 
them with joy because of our partnership in the gospel. I thank You for them and for allowing me the 
joy of knowing them. May they be overwhelmed by You today as You continue to work out Your plan 
in their lives! Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  December  11 ,  2017  

Tuesday,  December  12 ,  2017  

Find Out Ephesians 5-6 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. 
 Ephesians 5:8-10 
Paul reminds the dear church that they are not who they used to be. There is a difference. They are no 
longer living in the darkness, so their lives should be lived differently. They were once darkness, but 
they are now light. Now they can find out what pleases the Lord. That phrase catches me and causes 
me to pause. I am a child of the light. The darkness that I used to live in has been pushed out by the 
glorious light of Christ in my life. The darkness of sin and the deceit of the devil no longer control my 
life. I have come into the light. I can know discover what please the Lord! The most exciting thing 
about that truth is that I want to find out what pleases my Father. I want for Him to derive pleasure 
from my life. I long to live my life by His design instead of the lies that I lived in when I was in 
darkness. I have found life to be so much more abundant when I live in the light, pleasing God. I pray 
you have as well. 
Father, help me find out what pleases You and then, help me act on it! Thank You so much for freeing 
me from the darkness of my sin that held me in helpless bondage. Thank You for making me a child of 
the light. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  December  13 ,  2017  

Thursday,  December  14 ,  2017  


