
F r iday,  November  17 ,  2017  
Foolish 1 Corinthians 1-2 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 
The church in Corinth had lots of struggles. One of the largest was the fact that too much of the culture 
of Corinth was in the church and that kept the church from impacting the Corinthian culture. It is one of 
the same problems the Church of America faces today. Paul addresses it in a straightforward fashion. 
The message of the cross separates all mankind into one of two groups: those who are perishing and 
those who are being saved. To those who are perishing, the scandal of the cross is not able to be 
understood. It is foolishness to them. Christ’s crucifixion is a stumbling block to both Jews and 
Gentiles. In essence, when we consider the message of the cross (the gospel) to be foolish, we are 
saying that God is foolish and that we are wise. Not good. 
Paul says that God chose that which seems foolish to reveal His wisdom and shame those who think 
they are wise. He chose that which seems weak to shame the strong and that which seems to be 
nothing to shame what we think is so important. 
God chooses the nobodies so that we can boast in Him. 
Father, please help me remember that what I think is strong and wise and important is nothing 
compared to You. Help me boast in You alone. Amen. 

Wait 1 Corinthians 3-4 
So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God. 
Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. I care very little if I am judged 
by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not 
make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till 
the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s 
hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God. 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
As a servant of Christ, Paul had been entrusted with the gospel—the secret things of God. As such, Paul 
realized that he needed to be trustworthy—faithful with that which had been entrusted to him. It was also 
clear to him that it was not people who would determine whether or not he had been faithful to the ministry 
God had given him. God would be the one who would judge that. This truth allowed Paul to minister 
according to God’s leading. He realized that he was running the race to win the prize—the reward. Here he 
expresses that the reward is praise from God. I notice that it is not the labor that earns the praise, it is the 
motive. While man looks at the outward signs, God continues to look at the heart. I have every opportunity 
to seek the praise of God. It is not my efforts that He will judge. My efforts are what most people will judge 
and, truthfully, many times it is what I get caught up into judging for myself. But God will look at my heart. He 
will expose my motives just as light exposes whatever is hidden in darkness. This does not need to concern 
me. Like Paul, I can have great confidence that at the appointed time, God will bring to light that my truest 
desire was to love Him with all my heart and to make His love known to others. My actions may not always 
show it, but I will leave that to my Father. He knows my heart. 
Father, I long to be faithful with what You have entrusted to me. I long to be trustworthy with the message of 
the gospel. Please help my motives to be pure and my actions to flow from those motives that find their 
roots in a heart given over to You. Thank You for trusting me! Amen. 
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Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Highly Romans 11-12 
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God 
has given you. Romans 12:3 
Here is a powerful verse with a very significant teaching that is so relevant. People think of themselves 
all too highly. It is permeating the thought process of our day. Egocentricity is rampant as we put self 
at the center of everything. Self-satisfaction and self-gratification are the gods of the day that are 
drawing us ever farther away from our amazing design of interdependency upon each other and our 
desperate need for a relationship with God. We have believed the lie that we are, in some way, able to 
be self-sufficient. We live in a culture that draws us to consider that we should think of ourselves highly 
and others lowly. It has influenced the very core of our thought processes. Freedom from this trap is 
found in the renewing of the mind. It is found as I give myself fully to seeking God’s plan and design 
for my life. I must transform my thoughts from egocentric to theocentric. I must place God at the center 
of all there is so I can more clearly see who I am and who I have been designed to be, but—even 
more importantly—so I can see how I am to relate to others. I will see them as unique and wonderful 
and will embrace the opportunities to help them know the great value they have in Christ. I must 
examine myself carefully so I can see all the places that egocentricity has caused me to think of 
myself highly and I must turn my thoughts to God. 
Father, I think of myself all too highly. I realize that. It has been ingrained in me so that I do not even 
recognize it, but I know that it is a poison that I want out of me. Please help me see those areas in my 
life and eradicate them. Allow Your love and goodness to fill my heart as I look to see others as You 
see them. Amen. 
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Saved Romans 9-10 
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of 
faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, 
“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Romans 10:8-11 
Paul is desperate for his people—the Israelites—to come to know that Jesus is the promised Messiah 
(9:1-5). Jesus has come to save His people from their sins. First and foremost, it must be remembered 
that His people are the Israelites. Theirs are the covenants and the receiving of the law, theirs is the 
adoption. But this salvation has been extended to the Gentiles because of the coming of Jesus. It does 
not change the fact that God has a plan for the Jewish people; rather, it reveals the beauty that in 
Christ the possibility of salvation has come to all mankind. The word is near, the word of faith. That 
word is a declaration that comes from the mouth of a person whose heart has been transformed by the 
presence of Jesus. To be saved requires that one truly believes in Jesus as the one true Lord who 
was raised from the dead. By implication, this includes His death and burial. To be saved, one must 
have a righteousness that comes from God (10:3). That righteousness that comes from God is the 
righteousness of Jesus imputed to the one who believes. It is then that one is able to be declared “not 
guilty” by the Father. 
Father, thank You for saving me. Thank You for sending Jesus and for raising Him from the dead and 
for crediting His righteousness to my account. I believe in my heart that Jesus is Lord. I trust in Him 
alone and seek to serve Him with all my heart. Help me. Amen. 

Rather Romans 13-14 
Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires 
of the sinful nature. Romans 13:14 
Paul urges the Roman believers to consider what it would be to clothe themselves with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which would allow them to not think about gratifying sinful desires. This is an important part of 
life. With what will I clothe myself? What it is that will wrap me and what will be the way that I present 
myself to a world that looks on? Clothing is an important statement that each person makes. Many 
times, whether right or wrong, we can make quick judgments about people based upon what they are 
wearing. So, what does it mean to clothe myself with Christ? It means that I consciously seek to 
embrace Jesus and wrap myself in His truth and light. I allow His character to envelope me. As I do 
this, it changes me. I stop thinking about all the things that my sinful nature wants me to be thinking 
about. Notice, it is not that I don’t do them—it is that I do not even think about them. As I am wrapped 
up in my love for Jesus and His love for me, the things of this earth quickly fade away and their 
importance is lessened exponentially. This is a moment-by-moment decision that frees me to live for 
Jesus and to reflect Him to a world that can see His love in and through me. 
God, I want to be clothed with Jesus every moment of the day. I long for others to see Him when they 
look at me. I long for His peace and guidance to keep me from even thinking about the things that so 
quickly take me away from You. Amen. 
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