
F r iday,  November  3 ,  2017  
Conflict Acts 21-22 
When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers received us warmly. The next day Paul and the rest of us went to see 
James, and all the elders were present. Paul greeted them and reported in detail what God had done among the 
Gentiles through his ministry. When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to Paul: “You see, brother, 
how many thousands of Jews have believed, and all of them are zealous for the law. They have been informed 
that you teach all the Jews who live among the Gentiles to turn away from Moses, telling them not to circumcise 
their children or live according to our customs.” Acts 21:17-21 
It is hard to read this text and truly understand the tension of the moment for the leaders of the early Church. 
Tension is rising between Jew and Gentile. The leaders have been very supportive of Paul’s ministry to the 
Gentiles, and the reports that Paul brings, along with the offerings, prove to them that God is moving among the 
Gentiles in a powerful way. At the same time, they are able to declare that God is moving in the lives of thousands 
of Jewish people as well. This should be a time of great rejoicing. What Messiah came to establish is coming 
true—Jew and Gentile together in the family of God. But there is conflict—conflict that, sadly, exists to this day. It 
is a conflict based on misunderstanding. A Gentile does not need to convert to Judaism to receive the Messiah 
and the Holy Spirit. That is what the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 declared as truth from God. But neither does a 
Jewish person need to give up what has been entrusted to them in order to receive the Messiah and the Holy 
Spirit. The conflict in this verse came because the rumor had been spread that Paul was telling Jewish people to 
give up their traditions and reverent obedience to God. He was not. The Church today must be very careful not to 
proclaim that Jewish people set aside that which sets them apart. Our uniqueness coming together is what God 
has designed the Church to be—Messianic Jews and believing Gentiles blended together in unity, proclaiming the 
truth of the Savior. 
Dear Father, I mourn for the conflict that remains between Your chosen ones. May we have unity and may there 
be mending of the pain that has been caused by anti-Semitism. Draw Your Church to an awareness of the 
insensitivity and harm we have caused. Guide us to seek reconciliation for Your glory. Amen. 

Clear Conscience Acts 23-24 
However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. 
I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, and I have the same 
hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. So I 
strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. Acts 24:14-16 
Paul stands before Felix and declares what he believes and why. He admits that he worships God as 
a follower of the Way. That means that he follows Jesus. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. In the 
tension of the early church, this is seen as a sect. Paul sees it as his belief. He is on trial for what he is 
against. As he faces his accusers, Paul focuses on what he is for. He is for faith in Jesus living itself 
out in a person’s life. He makes it his goal to have a conscience that is clear in his dealings with God 
and with men. He is for truth. He is for the way that makes eternal life possible. Many times I am 
tempted to stay quiet when I should boldly speak. Like Paul, I must be ready to declare what I am for. I 
too worship the God of the fathers of the Jewish people, as a follower of the Way. I too believe in the 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. I too strive to have my conscience clear before God 
and men. I must be ready, whenever possible, to declare these truths. Not declaring them will not 
allow for me to have a clear conscience. 
Lord, give me boldness. I ask for that so many times because I need You to give it to me each and 
every moment. I am tempted to cower when I should stand boldly. I know that Paul asked for boldness 
so I know where his courage came from. I long for that same courage so that everyone I meet can 
know that Jesus is the Way! Amen. 
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Opened Acts 15-16 
On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We 
sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening was a woman 
named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. Acts 16:13-14  
I love reading about God revealing Himself to Lydia—and to the people of Philippi. The letter that Paul will 
eventually write to them will reveal how deeply he loves the church in this city. These conversions are 
miraculous and they help me consider that every conversion is miraculous! Especially as I read about Lydia, 
I am impressed with two things. First, she was a worshiper of God. There was something in her that 
realized there was more to this life than herself. This is significant because, apparently, she was a 
successful woman. Many times success can draw people to worship other things, but her heart was 
seeking God. The second thing that impresses me is that God opened her heart. That is what is required in 
order for a person to be saved. I was not able to open my heart on my own. I needed God to open my heart 
to hear the message of truth. It was a miraculous moment for me and continues to amaze me even now! 
Lydia’s heart, which was soft toward the Lord, was opened by Him so that she could be drawn to His beauty 
and forgiveness; she responded to His call and was immediately baptized to declare her new life. As you 
are reading this, I pray that you have had your heart opened by God, that you have responded to His call, 
and that you have been baptized as a declaration of your new life. 
Father, thank You for opening my heart to You! Thank You for opening Lydia’s heart. I think about all the 
years she has spent with You in glory, together with all those You have redeemed. Free to worship You in 
the splendor of Your holiness. Free from the presence of sin. I long to worship You in that same way 
someday because my heart is Yours. Until that day, keep me in Your grip and in Your service. Amen. 
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Justified Acts 13-14 
“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. 
Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of 
Moses.” Acts 13:38-39 
Paul and Barnabas have been sent out and are on mission. Their mission is to take the gospel—the good 
news about Jesus—to areas of the empire that have never heard. The good news is that through Jesus, sin 
can be forgiven and people can be justified. To be justified means to be declared righteous. In my sin, I 
stand before God guilty. I am unrighteous in my sinful state. God’s standard for my life, as revealed in His 
loving commands, make that very clear. I know full well that I cannot claim to be “not guilty.” Yet, God has 
made it possible for me to be declared “not guilty.” That is what it means to be justified. Through Jesus, it is 
possible for me to be forgiven by God. I realize that Jesus paid the death penalty I earned so that I could be 
set free from my bondage to sin. But more than that, it is through Jesus that I can be at peace with God 
(Romans 5:1). Apart from justification there is no peace with God. Justification is God’s declaration that I am 
“not guilty” because my sin has been credited to Christ and Christ’s righteousness has been credited to me! 
It requires that I believe in Jesus as my Savior. It is a transaction in which I trade my life of sin for His life of 
righteousness. I then live out that righteousness practically in my words and deeds. I praise God for the 
peace that I have found through Jesus. 
Father, thank You for forgiving me as I turned to Jesus. Thank You for declaring me not guilty. I realize my 
sin. I know that I have no right to expect Your forgiveness and it humbles me to consider Your amazing 
grace. Thank You Jesus for taking my place. Thank You for bearing the weight of my sin. I am awed by 
Your love for me. Please Holy Spirit, guide me to live out righteousness in my words and deeds so that I 
may bring glory to God in all that I do and say. Amen. 

Distressed Acts 17-18 
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.
 Acts 17:16 
The book of Acts describes so many amazing and powerful moments, as God, through willing 
servants, begins to move throughout the world with the message of the gospel. What is it that 
motivates these men and women? What causes them to be willing to face beatings and persecution 
and abuse? Luke gives us a glimpse into what it was that motivated Paul. Paul was genuinely 
distressed to see the city full of idols. I can only imagine what the city of Athens looked like at the time 
of Paul. What distressed Paul was the inappropriate worship he observed. Paul knew that every 
person has been designed by God to be a worshiper. People are designed to worship God but, in a 
fallen world, people worship the created rather than the Creator. In Athens, that meant statues and 
other items of worship. Paul looked at them and noticed that the people were desperate to worship 
something. So much so that they had an altar to anything they may have overlooked. Paul was able to 
proclaim the truth about God to them. I consider that it is the love Paul has for those who do not know 
God that motivates Him. It is the love of Christ that compels him (2 Corinthians 5:14). It is the love of 
God that causes him to be distressed for any who do not know that love. I need to be distressed for 
those I see who are trapped in inappropriate worship. I must reach to them with the truth! 
Father, help me in this. Help me see the false worship that people are trapped in and cause me to feel 
distressed that You are not receiving the worship You are due. Help me be distressed that those who 
worship inappropriately are trapped in bondage. Help me be compelled by Your love for me and—
even more importantly—for them. Amen. 
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