
F r iday,  October  20 ,  2017  
King John 18-19  
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. John 19:19 
Pilate had this sign written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. Every person who could read one of those 
languages would know what crime Jesus was being crucified for. There is malice and irony in this sign. 
But there is truth as well. Though it seems that Pilate was not truly convinced (John 18:33-39), he was 
led by his disdain for the Jewish leaders to throw their accusation back in their faces. Perhaps this was 
a ploy to remind them of their statement that they had no king but Caesar. At any rate, the notice 
declared truth. Jesus is the King of the Jews. He is the king they rejected, but will one day bow before 
(Philippians 2:10). Every person ever to have lived or who will ever live will bow down before the King 
of the Jews. Our Great High King, Jesus. Our Savior King, Jesus. Our Loving King, Jesus. 
My dear King Jesus, thank You for Your love. Thank You for Your sacrifice. You could have called on 
Your legions of angels to rescue You, but instead You sacrificed to rescue me. Let my heart be given 
to You in thanks. Amen. 

Room John 20-21 
“Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the 
whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” John 21:25 
I pause to consider the other things Jesus did. The things that were not written down anywhere except 
in the hearts of the people who were touched by His greatness and grace. There is not room in the 
world for the books that could be written simply from what He has done in my life, if I could only truly 
grasp it all. He is amazing. And I believe that worship, in many ways, is writing the unwritten. It is 
declaring in the heavenly realm my affirmation that it is God alone who is majestic and mighty. It is 
ascribing worth to the One most worthy. As I consider what Jesus has done in my heart, in my life, and 
in the world, and as I proclaim that truth, I worship. I recognize His majesty and His greatness. I see 
that He is a majestic and loving King. 
We worship and adore. Behold and adore, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Worship His majesty. 
Write it down, proclaim it in words. 
Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made, were every stalk on earth a 
quill, and every man a scribe by trade, to write the love of God above, would drain the ocean dry, nor 
could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky. 
 The Love of God, by Frederick M. Lehman, 1917 
Majestic God, I worship You in Your magnificence and Your majesty. I declare that You alone are 
worthy of all my praise. Amen. 

Saturday,  October  21 ,  2017  

October 16 - 21, 2017 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Why not now? John 12-13 
Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow 
now, but you will follow later.” Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”
 John 13:36-37 
Many times Peter is described as being impetuous. I see Peter as a man of passion. I believe that 
Peter truly wanted to follow Christ at the very moment that he asked this question. I think of the 
setting. What is described in John 13 is one of the most intimate and powerful moments in the life of 
Jesus with His disciples and Peter was one of those closest to Him. They are there for the Passover. 
In itself, this would have been sacred. But then add the words of Jesus as He demonstrated His love 
for these men who had left all to follow Him. He had called them to follow Him and they had—and it 
was still their desire! Peter genuinely wanted to follow Jesus right in that moment. He did not, at that 
time, understand what following Jesus would fully mean. Yet, reading his first epistle allows me to see 
that, when the time was right, Peter knew and understood well what it was to follow Christ in His 
suffering. For me, the word in this question that jumps off the page is the word “now.” “Lord, why can’t 
I follow you now?” I feel the heartbreak as he is told that he must stay back. He loves Jesus. He longs 
to be with Him wherever He goes. But the Lord has said, “Not now.” 
So, I ask Jesus that same question, but in a different way. “Lord, why can’t I follow you now?” It is 
different for me to ask that question. I have been told that the time is now to follow Jesus. So for me, 
the question is not about why I must wait. Rather it is about what is causing me not to jump in! What is 
it that keeps me from following Christ now—at this very moment? What is it that is more important to 
me? What do I not yet understand about my amazing Savior? What selfishness, fear, ambivalence, or 
distraction keeps me from following Jesus closely right now, at this very moment? 
Lord, why can’t I follow You now? Please show me what it is that keeps me from following You closely 
every minute of the day and help me eliminate those distractions from my life. Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  October  16 ,  2017  

Tuesday,  October  17 ,  2017  

Secure John 10-11 
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 
 John 10:27-30 
In these verses of John 10, Jesus tells us that those who have been given to Him by the Father are 
secure. Not only does Jesus hold them, but the Father holds them as well. They will never perish. 
They have already been given eternal life. These verses bring even greater clarity to what Jesus said 
in John 6:37-40. The Father has given us to the Son and the Son cannot lose any that the Father has 
given to Him. John 5:24 tells us that one who has believed has already crossed over from death to life! 
John 6:43 tells us that no one can come to Jesus unless they are drawn by the Father. All this is to say 
that my salvation depends fully on God. God draws; God saves; God secures. My salvation and the 
security of the eternality of it are held in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and thieves do 
not break in and steal (Matthew 6:20). It is an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade—kept in 
heaven for me (1 Peter 1:4). I can’t help but wonder why I am so drawn to try to find security in other 
places. Why do I doubt that I am held by the One who rescued me? I must remind myself, learn to rely 
upon, and draw my strength from the blessed assurance that Jesus has secured my pardon. I am 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and held secure for eternity in my Father’s hand! My response should be 
radical, awe-filled wonder and obedience. 
Father, thank You for holding me secure. Help me respond in loving awe, wonder, and obedience to 
Your loving grace. Amen. 

Loves John 14-15 
Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” John 14:21 
My obedience is an indicator of my love. Chapters 13-17 of John are special teachings for the 
disciples of Jesus. I read them as such. I read that Jesus longs for me to know the peace that can 
come as I learn to love Him. That He loves me is clear. That I love Him is not always so clear. Jesus 
does not begin by saying that if I love Him I will obey; rather, He says that I obey as an indicator of my 
love. Love must obey. If I claim to love Him and do not obey, then I am a liar. I wonder if it was this 
particular teaching that had such an impact on John that he would write his first epistle as an 
expansion of this truth. I can’t know, but it is clear that John understood how the love of Jesus 
changed a person. Jesus shows Himself to those who love Him. The more that Jesus reveals Himself 
to me, the more I am drawn to live my life for Him! That is obedience—living for Jesus. 
“The longer I serve Him the sweeter He grows. The more that I love Him more love He bestows. Each 
day is like heaven, my heart overflows. The longer I serve Him, the sweeter He grows.” 
 (Bill Gaither, 1965) 
My Sweet Jesus, how I love You. See my desire to serve You as just a small indicator of the depth of 
my love for You. Apart from You, I have no good thing. I am in awe of You, my loving King. Take my 
life—it is Yours. Amen. 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  October  18 ,  2017  

Thursday,  October  19 ,  2017  
John 16-17 


