
F r iday,  October  13 ,  2017  
Appearances John 6-7 
“Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment.” John 7:24 
There is much to be learned in this one sentence of Jesus. I think of so many other verses that come 
to clarity in light of this verse. “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). “You are only looking on the surface of things” (2 Corinthians 10:7). But 
perhaps in light of this context, one that occurs to me is Isaiah 53:2. “He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.” Jesus veiled His deity as He 
walked on this earth. His appearance was that of a man and many people stumbled over the 
appearance and could not see Him for who He was and is. This still happens today. Jesus was 
revealing God but all people could see was a man. People are visual. We believe what we perceive 
we see all too often, rather than carefully looking deeply into things. Jesus cannot be understood by 
His outward appearance. Nor can His actions be understood on the basis of preconceived notions. All 
I think I know must be newly evaluated in light of the special revelation that comes through the Christ. I 
must ask God to show me that which lies beyond what I see or imagine in my own mind to be true. 
Father, let me see beyond what appears to be true. Please help me see Your deep truths and Your 
deep teachings that can pierce the veil that keeps me from seeing You as You are. Amen. 

Purpose John 8-9  
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, 
“but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” John 9:1-3 
I have often pondered this account in the life of Jesus. Apparently, this man who had been blind from 
birth was a teaching tool for the rabbis of the day. He would have sat in the same place each day 
begging for enough for that day. I can imagine the rabbis all coming along with their followers 
pontificating on whose sin caused this man to be born blind. He would have sat quietly as the teaching 
object and then, I can imagine, he sighed as they walked away in their self-righteousness. Until the 
day that Jesus came. Then he heard something new. He heard that all that had happened to him was 
so that God’s work could be displayed in his life. His blindness was not a punishment, it was about to 
serve God’s purpose! So quickly I can fall into the trap of assigning blame. My natural mind needs to 
do that. It is locked in space and time and seeks for an immediate reason for an eternal situation. God 
is working out His purpose in my life—in every person’s life! He has a plan and a purpose. There is no 
reason to assign blame. I just need to rest in the truth that nothing comes into my life that has not been 
allowed or decreed by the Maker—my Father. I enjoy reading the response of the man to the religious 
leaders. As I read, I see him using their arguments—that he was subjected to all those years—against 
them. I smile as I ponder the freedom he basked in. 
Jesus, thank You for this teaching that reminds me that what happens to me is less important than 
how I handle what happens to me. All that matters is that You receive glory and praise and that You 
are worshiped in every aspect of my life. Take my life and let it be used by You however You see is 
best. Amen. 

Saturday,  October  14 ,  2017  

October 9 - 14, 2017 



Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

God John 1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning. John 1:1-2 
John starts his gospel with a bold declaration. It is bold in the same way that Genesis starts. Genesis 
starts with the declaration that God is and that He always has been. John begins by making it 
absolutely certain that Jesus is God. This begins to unpack the amazing and complex truth of the 
Triune God. He is one. “The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4). Yet, as the Bible 
reveals the deeper truth of what this means, it is revealed that our God has always existed in perfect 
relationship within Himself—Father, Son and Spirit. John will take this teaching and explain it through 
the life, teachings, and miracles of Jesus. This is the Word doctrine explained. Consider that Jesus, as 
God, came as a visible representation of the thoughts of God. As the Word, He makes the thoughts 
and ways of God known. Only God can reveal Himself, and He is best revealed in Jesus. For some, 
this can be hard to embrace or understand, but it does not make it untrue. The Bible will not allow us 
to believe in anything other than Jesus being God—an exact representation of His being (Hebrews 
1:3). As I read John’s gospel, I keep in mind that Jesus is revealing God. His words are the words of 
God. His actions are the actions of God. He reveals God to me. 
Dear Lord Jesus, I am amazed that You would leave the glory of Heaven and come to this earth to 
make God known among us. It confuses me sometimes when I try to wrap my mind around your 
vastness and Your person, but I am grateful that I can trust You and that I can be certain that You are 
all that You say You are. Amen. 

Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  October  9 ,  2017  

Tuesday,  October  10 ,  2017  

Too good to be true? Luke 23-24 
Then they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at 
the temple, praising God. Luke 24:52-53 
It is of interest that this verse reveals that the disciples worshiped Jesus and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy when Jesus left. His leaving caused them to stay continually at the temple praising God. 
Worship reveals itself in many ways. There are private aspects to our worship (adoration of God) and 
there are public aspects of our worship. Just a couple of verses earlier, we are told there is joy and 
amazement (verse 41) when they see Jesus. At first glimpse, it seems too good to be true. But then, 
Jesus opened their minds so that they could understand the Scriptures. That is when true joy came for 
them. All of a sudden, it was no longer too good to be true; it was now so good that it is true! 
Their joy came from knowing that Jesus is alive. It is in the truth of the resurrection that victory over sin 
and death can be understood and embraced. It is in the power of the resurrection that power is found 
to live for Christ. There is great assurance that because He lives, He will come back. He has made 
future resurrection sure and secure for all who truly believe in His name. He is to be worshiped 
because He alone is worthy of worship. I worship Him because “He is not here, He is risen, just as He 
said”—and He has gone to prepare a place for me! 
Father, help me worship privately and publicly because Jesus is alive! Let me learn to adore You, the 
Triune God, more and more and more. Remind me often that it is not too good to be true; rather, it is 
so good that it is true. Amen. 

Gave John 2-3 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. John 3:16-17 
Arguably, these verses are among the most well known in all of Scripture. God loved the world so 
much that He gave. He gave of Himself. He gave His Son. God is a generous God. To be like God is 
to be generous. But God gave for a specific purpose. He gave so that He could save. Jesus did not 
come into the world for the purpose of condemnation. That had already occurred. As John 3 
continues, the text tells us that all stand condemned already by their own actions and their love of 
darkness. John 3:36 reminds and teaches that we are condemned because, apart from Christ, the 
wrath of God stays on us—and rightfully so. Yet God, in His infinite grace, sent the Christ to die to pay 
the penalty of blood that was necessary to appease His wrath. It was and is the only thing that can. 
Believing in all that Christ is and all that He represents opens the door to forgiveness and acceptance 
as the rightful wrath of God is averted and placed upon Jesus. Nothing else makes reconciliation with 
God possible. “Amazing love, how can it be?” 
Father, thank You for giving Your Son to pay the penalty I deserve but can never pay. I take this all too 
casually. I admit that in my life there are times I live as though this is not as amazing as it is. I take it 
for granted. Please forgive me. Help the truth of these familiar verses continue to transform my life. 
Amen. 
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