
F r iday,  September  29 ,  2017  
Loved Much Luke 7-8 
Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. Luke 7:47 
The way Jesus responds to Simon in 7:36-50 is worth thinking about for a moment. The attitude of 
Simon reveals that if I see myself as being better than I am, I will miss the gift of forgiveness and be 
unable to love Jesus because I have not fully seen my need for His love. However, the attitude of the 
woman in this story displays a heart that understands the depth of its sinfulness and is swept away in 
love that transcends the trappings of this world. When I reach this same point, I can connect with 
Jesus at the level He longs for, as I embrace the forgiveness offered through His amazing grace. The 
person who recognizes the greatness of the debt that has been paid by the sacrifice of Christ will be 
far more in love with Him. I praise God that He has revealed to me the depth of my sin. I am 
overwhelmed with the depth of my depravity. And yet, as I have sought forgiveness from God, I have 
felt the release that comes from His forgiveness and the love that sparks my love in response. 
Considering my sin, and the separation from God that has come as a result, has caused me to truly 
repent and ask for cleansing forgiveness. Receiving that totally undeserved forgiveness has created a 
clean heart in me. It has crushed my heart of stone. By God’s grace, I have been given a contrite 
heart—a broken heart—that God revives as He comes to live in my heart (Isaiah 57:15)! 
Jesus, may I be swept away by Your amazing love that has allowed me to be forgiven. Take away any 
pride that would keep me from the type of loving response that this dear woman showed to You. 
Amen. 

Who is? Luke 9-10  
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” He answered: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; 
and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’’” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 
live.” But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Luke 10:25-29 
The question, “Who is my neighbor” will lead to one of the most famous of the parables of Jesus. Jesus is 
the master of the genre of the parable—an extended simile used to make a point. It literally means to “cast 
alongside.” The story of the parable is cast alongside the truth that is being taught. When used correctly, a 
parable will confront wrong doing or thinking and reveal truth in a memorable way. It will also hide truth 
from those who are hardhearted or unwilling to learn. So, as I look at this parable of the Good Samaritan, I 
realize that it sticks in my head and heart. This parable reminds me that while I may look for a loophole in 
the command to love people, there isn’t one. It corrects my wrong thinking. Not sure it did so with the 
expert in the law, but the text tells us that he knew which one was the neighbor. I am a neighbor to all 
those people whom God has created—whether someone I see every day and like being around or 
someone that I never met before, who would be easier to judge. When I am near them they are my 
neighbor. And this does not mean just physically near someone. I can be near to their need or 
circumstance electronically as well. There may be times when I need to be a neighbor to someone 
impacted by a disaster! Love God and love the people He has created. Do this and I will live!! 
Dear Lord, I want to live! I want to live the abundant life that You have promised and it seems to me that 
one of the best ways to live a full life is to embrace each person You bring in to my path. Help me be a 
good neighbor, willing to serve and extend Your love!! Amen. 
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Birth Luke 1-2 
“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:12 
I love reading the account of the birth of Jesus. I know that the Son was always with the Father (John 
1:1). Before the birth of Jesus, the Son was. He is not a created being. He is not one who is born, 
rather He is God who always was and always will be—one with the Father and the Spirit. The Son of 
God came to earth in the form of a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. Of all the ways that 
Almighty God could make an entrance into His created world, He does it in a manger, in a small town, 
where He invites a group of shepherds, through an angel, to come and see the Great Shepherd. They 
kneel in wonder and amazement and Mary ponders it all in her heart. 
Glory to God in the highest. Jesus is born. We have a Savior. The promised Messiah has arrived to 
set His people free forever—in a most unexpected way. But isn't that God? And aren't you glad? I am 
grateful that God is bigger than my expectations and that He is doing immeasurably more than I can 
imagine. That is what this birth represents—a bigger answer than I could ever have hoped for, coming 
in an unexpected way. 
Father, thank you for sending Jesus. Jesus, thank you for humbling Yourself to come. Holy Spirit, 
thank you for coming upon Mary. Thank you for the birth that was needed for the restoration of all 
things. Amen. 
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Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went 
boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the 
body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in 
a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mark 15:43-46 
Joseph goes boldly to ask for the body of Jesus. John 19:39 reveals that he was accompanied by 
Nicodemus. These were two men who believed that Jesus was who He said He was. They were 
disciples—secret disciples. But when they saw that Jesus was crucified unjustly, they became bold. Even 
though association with Jesus would bring the possibility of unsure consequences, they go to Pilate with the 
request. Pilate is surprised that Jesus is already dead. I wonder about that. Pilate had had Jesus beaten 
almost to death before the crucifixion. Did he really expect Jesus to last the normal amount of time? Joseph 
took the body of Jesus and cared for it. The text says that he took the body down from the cross himself. A 
prominent member of the council is handling a dead body. There were implications to that as well. He 
wrapped the body in strips of linen cloth. I can’t help but think of the birth of the Savior in Luke 2, especially 
verse 7. Mary wrapped the body of Jesus in linen as well. At His birth and at His death, when He was 
helpless, His created ones cared for Him, carefully and lovingly wrapping the body of Jesus—the One who 
would save His people from their sins. We are not told, but I would venture to guess that Mary was there 
watching the body of the Child she bore once more being wrapped in linen. In just three days, the linen will 
be all that remains in the tomb. Jesus is alive. Amen. 
Dear Jesus, I read this passage and wonder how these men could have beaten and crucified You. And 
then I read of this man Joseph, who boldly went to care for Your body. He is the first to expose Himself as a 
follower after Your death. He demonstrates a love for You that I long to have identify my life as well. May I 
be bold for You as well. Amen. 

Whoever Luke 3-4  
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began 
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:18-21
One day I will sit at the feet of Jesus and be taught by Him. As I read certain passages, I love to use a 
biblical imagination to try to place myself in the moment. This is one of those moments that I would 
love to have watched unfold in person. I get a glimpse into how services happened in the synagogue. 
Jesus is handed the scroll and opens and reads the passage and hands the scroll back to the 
attendant. A hush comes over the room as everyone waits for Him to teach on the text. Perhaps there 
is a reason He stopped in the middle of the text. Of course there is. Jesus tells them that this prophecy 
of Isaiah, given some 700 years earlier, was now finding fulfillment in Jesus. Jesus tells them that He 
is the fulfillment of the prophecy! He is saying, in a way, that He is the Messiah—because it is the 
Messiah’s role to set the captives free. I remember that when John the Baptist sent men to ask Jesus 
if He was the one to come, Jesus used the truths of this passage to let John know that He was the 
One who was to come. The Spirit has come on Jesus (3:22). He is proclaiming freedom and healing 
the sick. The Messiah has come and in that synagogue on that day the people were let in on the 
secret. They missed it because all they saw was the son of a carpenter  
Dear Lord, thank You for teaching. Thank You for inspiring the Word and then for illuminating the 
Word. Thank You that as I keep my heart open before You, You will teach me Your truths through 
Your Holy Spirit living in me. I praise You for making Yourself known to me and I look forward to that 
time when I shall sit at Your feet and learn directly from You. Amen. 
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