Friday, September 8, 2017
Deny

Matthew 15-16

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up
his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what
can a man give in exchange for his soul?”
Matthew 16:24-26
It would seem that before any of the disciples knew that Jesus would die on a cross, He taught them
that they must be ready to die to follow Him. Jesus has told Peter that the Father has revealed the
truth about the Messiah (16:16-17). Peter then quickly illustrates by his words and actions that he does
not fully understand what it means (16:22). Jesus teaches them and as He teaches them, He teaches
me. Just as the Messiah must obey the Father (16:21), so also, those who follow Messiah must be
willing to deny themselves and obey Him. It is a complete transfer of the will and it must occur daily.
Daily, I must be ready to die to my self and live to Christ. It reminds me of Paul saying that he has
been crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20). While the disciples would not yet have fully understood the
perspective of Paul, Jesus is teaching what will be needed to follow Him—total sacrifice. I must learn
to deny my self. That is hard to do because all my life I have learned to feed my self—that part of me
that is only interested in me. I love to place myself in the center of the universe. I convince myself that
everything revolves around me. But that is not at all true. God is the center of everything there is and
everything revolves around Him. Denying my self allows me to place Him in the proper place in my life
and allows me to lose my life only to find it! Another crazy paradox of the kingdom of God.
Father, please help me die to my self. Help me take up my cross daily so that I may follow You and
live a life of total obedience. You know how hard this is for me, Lord. I have spent so much time
focused so selfishly on myself. I need Your help daily to be Your servant. Amen.

Saturday, September 9, 2017
Forgive

Matthew 17-18

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from the heart.”
Matthew 18:35
In this great discourse on forgiveness, the Teacher does a masterful job of helping us realize the folly
of unforgiveness in the life of one who has been redeemed. In 18:21-35, we find the parable of the
unmerciful servant. It gives a stark contrast between the mercy of God and the mercy of men in their
fallen state. If a person is unable to forgive, it shows that they have not received the forgiveness that
has been offered to them. When I come to God, I come realizing that I owe a debt I cannot pay. It is a
debt of sin. My only hope is to throw myself at His mercy and pray that He accepts me. When He
does, and when I embrace that mercy and forgiveness, and when I understand the liberation given to
me, I long to give that to others. There is no person who has sinned against me to anywhere near the
degree that I have sinned against God. It is like I owe God millions of dollars and someone owes me a
couple of bucks. If I have been cleared of a large debt, am I not able to release someone from a small
debt? The warning in this passage is clear. If I hold on to any unforgiveness, I do not truly understand
all that I have been forgiven. I need to check myself carefully to ensure that I am not the foolish
servant spoken of in this passage. I praise God for the times He allows me to forgive others in the way
that He has forgiven me!
Father, help me to be always ready to forgive completely, just as You have forgiven me. Help me
remember and live in Your mercy. Please let it radiate from my life. Amen.
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Matthew 7-8

Humble

Matthew 11-12

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30
Jesus makes an amazing statement here. He says that He is gentle and humble in heart. I am amazed
at the humility of my King. I am also amazed at how gentle He truly is. Kings are not generally
considered humble. As I consider it, I realize that I have not thought of God as humble. Yet He must
be. This is not at all to diminish who He is. That is a lie that we live with here. We believe that pride is
to be preferred. There are pride parades and other demonstrations that celebrate the sin of pride and
arrogance. Yet here Jesus reminds me that it is in humility that I am most like Him. I have been
created in the image of God. The image is made manifest in my humility. It is a burden to carry the
weight of pride in my life. I must always look down on people and things (as C. S. Lewis has said). The
burden of pride wearies me because it is my battle against God. There is no rest for the proud. There
is great rest for the humble. Pride must move my agenda above everyone else’s. Humility is content
where it is. Jesus calls me to learn gentleness and humility from Him. It is a great invitation. As I find
myself becoming more and more like my King in this, I am finding greater and greater rest for my soul.
I have no need for pride. It is an evil taskmaster I choose not to serve. I am grateful to know my King
and the humility of His heart. I pray that His humility will be seen in me.
My Dear King Jesus, thank You for the truth of these verses. Thank You for a burden that is light.
Forgive my pride. It weighs me down and causes me so much pain. Take my burden so that I may be
a reflection of You! Amen.

da
ayy,, SNeopvteem
TTuueessd
mb
beerr 35,, 22001157
Harassed

TThhuurrssd
mb
beerr 57,, 22001157
da
ayy,, SNeopvteem
Matthew 9-10

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Matthew 9:36-38
Jesus sees the crowd. He does not just see the physical crowd, He sees the spiritual crowd as well.
Jesus sees that these people are being harassed and that they are helpless to stand up to the
harassment. This is spiritual harassment and torment from Satan and his demons. These people do
not know that there is a Shepherd who loves them and who will free them from this harassment and
helplessness. Truthfully, many of the people probably do not even know that they are being harassed.
They think it is just the way it is. They do not realize they could be set free. It is the same today. So
many people are being bombarded by the attacks of the evil one and they do not even realize that
there is One who could set them free. They do not even realize what freedom is. It can be easy to
avoid having compassion for those who are most harassed. Jesus shows the right response. Reveal
the Shepherd to them. The harvest is plentiful. There are so many who are overwhelmed by this
harassment. Laborers are needed! That is me. I have been saved to be sent. I am called to be a
laborer and to take the message of hope into a world that is being harassed. They are helpless apart
from the Good News of the Savior.
Dear God, please remind me often to see the crowd as You do! Help me see the great need they have
for a Savior and help me to have the boldness to step into their pain and reveal Your love. Amen.

Heart

Matthew 13-14

