
F r iday,  Augus t  11 ,  2017  
Look! Micah 1-3 
Hear, O peoples, all of you, listen, O earth and all who are in it, that the Sovereign LORD may witness 
against you, the Lord from his holy temple. Look! The LORD is coming from his dwelling place; he 
comes down and treads the high places of the earth. The mountains melt beneath him and the valleys 
split apart, like wax before the fire, like water rushing down a slope. Micah 1:2-4 
Micah begins his prophecy with a glimpse into the amazing power, might, strength, and sovereignty of 
the LORD. He proclaims, “Look!” He then poetically gives a picture of God moving in judgment against 
the people of Israel. Today I pause and consider the picture he paints. There are several places 
recorded in Scripture where God comes down. I consider Psalm 18 as God comes down in power to 
answer the prayer offered by David. The power described is the same, but for some reason, as I 
consider what is captured here by Micah, I find myself feeling an even greater sense of awe. God is 
stepping off His throne to come and bring discipline to His wayward child. The earth understands 
exactly what is happening here—even as the people do not. God’s creation sings His praises (Psalm 
19) and His creation is also keenly aware of His coming wrath (Romans 8). Each step of God melts 
the mountains and splits the valleys apart. This is God. Micah will speak of doom and hope—pain and 
promise. This too is God. He is kind and yet He is stern (Romans 11). Paul warns the Gentiles to 
consider carefully this truth so as to remain in the kindness of God and not be cut off. I am in awe of 
this God whom I love. As I read of this power, I am filled with a holy fear as well. 
O LORD, today I am filled with fear as I read this account of who you are. It is not that I am afraid of 
You, but that I have caught a greater glimpse of Your amazing power and strength. I am moved to ask 
You to forgive me for the way that I have all too often put You into a little box so that I could contain 
You. You are uncontainable. I see that now in a new way. I fall before You, my God and King. Amen. 

Yearn Micah 4-5 
In the last days the mountain of the LORD'S temple will be established as chief among the mountains; 
it will be raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it. Micah 4:1 

I read and reread and reread Micah 4, yearning for the day spoken of there. I am certain that many, 
many others have done so as well. Reading chapters 4 and 5 causes me to see how the Jews missed 
seeing that Jesus was and is the Messiah they are waiting for, in His first advent. I long for the last 
days spoken of in these chapters. I long for the peace that will come when Messiah comes back in 
great power to establish the reign spoken of here. I bask in the description and I close my eyes and 
dream of that day. I see the people streaming to the Lord to hear the words that He has to say. For all 
eternity people will hang on every word spoken by the Lord Almighty. He will teach and people will 
obey. “We will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever” (4:5). The plan of God will 
continue to unfold until the amazing day spoken of here. I ache for this peace. I long to be released 
into this reign of the LORD my God. I thirst for this freedom from the sin that constantly torments me. 
The certain hope of these promises gives me the strength to endure this world and the resolve to 
make this God known. I long for people to see that what they yearn for is found in God alone. May 
God allow me the joy of helping many people know this truth. 

Dear God, I yearn for this reign. I long for the day when You come in Your power and all sin is done 
away with and Your children are in Your perfect presence, truly worshiping You in all Your splendor!  
I dream of that day. Keep me hopeful, even as I labor for You. Amen. 
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Silence Amos 8-9 
This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: a basket of ripe fruit. “What do you see, Amos?” he 
asked. “A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered. Then the LORD said to me, “The time is ripe for my people 
Israel; I will spare them no longer. “In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD, “the songs in the 
temple will turn to wailing. Many, many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!” Amos 8:1-3 

A basket of ripe fruit usually brings the thought of something wonderful. I can imagine Amos thinking 
about the harvest that has yielded this fruit, knowing that the harvest only comes because of the Lord. 
In the same way, the songs sung in the temple would be songs that would cause Amos to worship the 
one true God. Yet in this vision Amos sees that the songs will turn to wailing and that the ripe fruit 
signifies that the time is ripe. The time for judgment will come and it will be completed. It will be 
devastating. Even though the words are few the thought is stunning. Can it be possible that God would 
say this? “Many, many bodies—flung everywhere!” Silence is the only response when one considers 
what has just been said. Sin earns and deserves judgment. There can be no doubt. The people of God 
have wandered from Him despite all the calls to return. They have turned to other gods and in so 
doing, have sealed the fate of those alive in that day. This will not be total annihilation, as God will 
restore the throne of David. His covenant promise remains. I must remember that God does not wink 
at my sin. Any sin is deserving of the wrath of God. Because of Jesus as my Savior, my sin is forgiven, 
but it is still detestable to my God who loves me—and whom I love. May I remember in silence the 
penalty of sin. As I remember, may I consider that Jesus bore that wrath for me. 

Dear Jesus, thank You for taking the wrath that was meant for me. When I think of these bodies flung 
everywhere, I realize that one should be mine. It is only because of Your sacrifice that I am saved from 
that fate. I stand in forgiveness and awe—silent before Your love and grace. Amen. 
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Second chances Jonah 3-4 

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:  “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
proclaim to it the message I give you.” Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now 
Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days. Jonah 3:1-3 
In the book of Jonah, God is seen as a God of second chances. He is a compassionate and gracious 
God. He gives Jonah a second opportunity to obey and Jonah does. God’s heart of compassion and 
second chances can also be seen in the response of the people of Nineveh to the call of judgment. 
Sadly, repentance is all too rare a response in the Bible. Yet, this great city of Nineveh repents—
broken before the LORD!! They take Jonah’s message to heart, which allows God to respond with 
grace, according to His changeless nature, because of their change of conduct. God did not change 
His mind; he relented because of their change in actions. As long as a person lives in this world, there 
is a chance to repent so that God may relent in the judgment that must come against sin. However, 
people are “destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). Once a person dies, 
their fate is sealed. There will be no second chances. The decisions made on earth have eternal 
implications. If one chooses to reject the reach of God on earth, God will honor that choice for all 
eternity. That person will never know the presence of God. If one repents and turns toward God, one 
can be certain of the never-ending presence of God because of His promise and His power. 
O LORD, thank You that You have called me to repentance and that I have found the joy of 
forgiveness and Your presence in my life. And yet, I realize how many others have not yet found this 
joy. Have You called me to go out and have I have fallen asleep in the boat as I ran from that call? 
Help me see if there are any people that I need to be telling about Your coming judgment so that they 
can be set free! Amen. 


