Friday, August 4, 2017
Hate

Amos 3-5

“I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship
offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the
music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!
Amos 5:21-24
Israel was doing everything right. At least that is how it looked on the surface. The ceremonies
and the feasts were being observed. The offerings were choice and the songs were loud. But all
of that was repulsive to the LORD and He hated it. He despised the offerings and He couldn’t
stand the assemblies. The songs were like noise to Him. He saw that the hearts of the people
were not turned to Him. Their gatherings had come to be something that met their own need to
look right. But God makes it clear that He is not interested in His people looking right. He is
interested in them doing right—justice and righteousness constantly flowing from the lives of His
people. Micah 6:8 comes to my mind as I read these verses. God requires His people to act justly
and love mercy and walk humbly with Him. The prosperous people have offered worship that
does not include the heart of God. He hates the attempt. I must pause here to ask myself about
my worship. How do I prepare my heart to worship God—not just in my day-to-day life but
especially in the gatherings that I have with other believers. Are my songs offered with a selfish
heart? Am I concerned about social justice and righteousness flowing from my life and the life of
the church? Or are my words just empty air?
O LORD, I long for my worship to be pleasing to You. I long for it to come from a heart that has
been captured by You and sees the needs of the world in the way that You do. Continue to shape
my heart of worship Lord so that You may find it pleasing in Your sight. Amen.

Saturday, August 5, 2017
Complacent

Amos 6-7

Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria, you notable men of
the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come!
Amos 6:1
This is a woe to both Judah and Israel. Both nations have become complacent, thinking of themselves
more highly than they ought. They felt they were better than other cities but God asks them to consider
carefully whether or not they really were. They considered themselves to be the foremost nation. God
indicates that they should not allow that thought to bring them to a place of complacency.
Complacency is built on self-deception and a faulty perspective. It is not a realistic response to reality.
It is a sin that draws one away from God. It is an attitude of indifference. God rejects indifference. One
cannot serve two masters. One must be chosen and followed. Complacency resists the choosing of a
master without realizing that the lack of choice is a choice. All too often affluence breeds complacency.
All too often self-centeredness breeds complacency. All too often selfishness breeds complacency.
The justice that God longs for His people to be involved in will not happen from complacent hearts. All
too often comfort breeds complacency. There are many things in the world today that demonstrate
complacency. As a child of God I must not allow myself to grow complacent. There is much to be done
for the King.
Dear God, I admit that I have large areas of my life that are impacted by complacency. I turn my eye away
from areas that need Your justice and convince myself that it is someone else who should be stepping in.
Please Lord, keep me from complacency. Give me a sense of intentionality in my service to You. Amen.
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Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of
the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.
Hosea 14:9
Hosea closes with powerful rhetorical questions and a solid statement of parallelism. As I complete
reading this book, am I able to say that I realize these things? Am I able to say that I understand
them? In truth, I do not totally realize and understand. Yet, as I look back and consider what I have
read in this book, I feel that I have a greater understanding of the heart of God and His longing for me
to experience the freedom that comes from living in the loving response to Him for which I have been
designed. I understand His deep love for the nation He has chosen and His absolute promise to
restore them at a future date. It is especially clear in this last chapter. The last sentence is telling. All
the ways of the LORD are right. Satan would love for people to think of God as unfair. It is the lie that
he told Eve and the lie that he continues to propagate. Those who are righteous are not tripped up by
this lie. They see the ways of the LORD as right and true. Yet those who are deceived (the rebellious)
cannot see the love of God in His ways. All they see is what they perceive is unfair. This causes them
to design gods of their own liking. I must be very careful to always keep my heart reminded that all the
ways of the LORD are right. This is the lighted path for my life!
Dear God, how I love the path that you allow me to walk in. Thank You for Your ways that are always
right and always true. Make me wise. Keep me discerning. Draw me close to You in every moment of
my day so that I can radiate Your love. Amen.
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Roars

Amos 1-2

He said: “The LORD roars from Zion and thunders from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds dry
up, and the top of Carmel withers.” This is what the LORD says: “For three sins of Damascus, even
for four, I will not turn back my wrath.”
Amos 1:2-3
Amos starts loudly. The lion is roaring. God’s wrath is being made known. Amos will denounce six
Gentile nations, Judah and Israel. Each will be denounced with the same proclamation: “For three
sins, even of four.” The way my mind works, I start looking for a list of four things that God has against
each of these nations. Instead, I must understand this is a Jewish idiom that really means it is an
uncountable number of offenses that has finally come to an end. The offenses are too great to list—
and they are growing. Amos is prophesying at a time of greatness in both Israel and Judah. Jeroboam
II is king in Israel and Uzziah was reigning in Judah. It was a time of affluence and relative peace.
There was great material success as war was not ravaging the land. The overall sense was that things
were good. In the midst of that feeling Amos steps in to reveal that things are not good. They may look
good, but there is an underlying sin in all the nations. Through Amos, God roars to make known that
His wrath is about to be poured out. I wonder how God roars today? It would be naive to believe that
there are not just as many things in every nation of the world today that would warrant the wrath of
God. God has spoken the coming wrath to be poured out on all the earth because of the uncountable
sins that have been committed against Him.
O LORD, You are indeed holy and I am certain that Your voice still roars against the sins of the
nations. I read this and once again I am amazed at Your mercy to those who You have forgiven in
Christ. I am so deserving of Your wrath. The tally against me is three even four. Yet Your mercy falls
on me because of Jesus. I am broken before You and grateful for Your love. Amen.

