
The Son of Man Focused on His Mission 
Looking Upward 

(Mark 8:1‐26) 

“A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, of course, as long as 
you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.” 
 C. S. Lewis, Mere Chris anity 

 
The Big Idea 

Jesus Makes It Possible for Us to Look Up and See Clearly 
 

1) God’s provision is abundant. verses 1‐10 
 
 
 
 
What are the ways that I see the abundant provision of God in my life, my family’s 
life, and the life of my community? 
 
 
2) Pride affects the view. verses 11‐21 
 
 
 
 
In what ways do I miss seeing God because I am looking down? What does it mean 
for me to look down?  
 
3) Jesus’s touch corrects perspec ve. verses 22‐26 
 
 
 
 
What will it take for me to keep my gaze con nually upward and fix my eyes on 
Jesus? 
 
 
So what? As I think about what we studied here today, how am I able to answer this 
question: What steps do I need to take to break the self‐focused, self‐absorbed, self‐
sufficient view of my life (my pride) so that I can look up? 

SERMON NOTES: July 29 & 30, 2017 

CONNECT TO CALVARY’S SERMONS WITH THE BIBLE APP 
During a service, find us by clicking on more (icon with three horizontal bars), then click on “events.”  
Your device’s GPS will find our “event.” (Save the event if you want it later!) 

Sermon notes, audio and video recordings of the weekend sermon, Quiet Waters daily devotional, 
and much more are available on our website: CalvaryCommunity.net 

Small Group Ques ons (harmony of the gospels: find parallel passages in Ma hew 15 
and 16)  

1) God’s provision is abundant (Mark 8:1‐10) 
There are several differences between the feeding of the 5,000 in Mark 6 and the 
feeding of the 4,000 we read about here. What are the differences that you see? 
What is the significance of those differences? Consider again the compassion of 
Jesus. What does He feel compassion for in this passage? What does that tell you 
about the heart of God? What is the difference in the way that Jesus sent this 
crowd away and the way that He le  a er feeding the 5,000? What do you see as 
significant in that? 

2) Pride affects the view (Mark 8:11‐21) 
Pride causes us to look inward and to trust in the temporary. A synonym for pride 
is self‐sufficiency. What are some other things that pride brings into your life that 
can keep you from seeing God at work? Discuss what is similar between the 
conversa on of the disciples and the conversa on of the Pharisees. What are the 
differences? Why do you think Jesus seems to be more pa ent with the disciples 
than the Pharisees?  What is Jesus trying to teach the disciples about heaven? 
Discuss the areas that have influenced you in a way that has taken you from the 
truth of God’s Word. 

3) Jesus’ touch corrects perspec ve (Mark 8:22‐26) 
Talk about the two‐fold nature of this healing. Did Jesus fail to heal completely 
the first me? Was it a par cularly hard healing? Was there something else that 
Jesus was looking to teach in the healing? How can understanding that even the 
healing is a teaching that will help you as you consider the circumstances of your 
life? What are the eternal implica ons in the healing of the blind man?  
Consider the quote by Lewis at the top of the note page. How does that cause you 
to think about the man looking up? What keeps you from looking up in your life 
and circumstances? How can a change of perspec ve impact your sight? 

4) Consider the “so what” ques on of the week. 
Are there any thoughts you would like to share with the group?  

 
 
 

Next week: Global Partnership Conference. Speaker: Dave Cousens 
 

Pastor Chuck Cervenka 


