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Preparation Daniel 9-10 
So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and 
ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: Daniel 9:3-4a 

Daniel has studied the word of the Lord. To me it is interesting that just some fifty years after Jeremiah wrote 
that, his words were considered the word of the Lord. I imagine that Daniel had a copy of Isaiah as well. If 
so, how his heart must have soared when he considered that a king had taken the throne whose name was 
Cyrus—just as Isaiah had predicted (Isaiah 44:28). He decided to come before the Lord with this information 
that he had found. What I find significant is the way that he prepared himself to come before the Lord. He 
pleaded and prayed. He offered up prayers and petitions. Petition means an earnest entreaty, supplication. 
He fasted in humility before the Lord. He was coming to the Lord but he did not come irreverently. This gives 
me a glimpse into this man of such great integrity. Integrity is fueled by humility. I have full access to the 
throne of God because of the sacrifice of Jesus. Yet I must be overcome, not only with the need I have to be 
before the Lord, but with the honor it is for me to be there. I must submit myself fully to Him and His 
purposes for my prayers to be in His will—even if I am praying Scripture back to Him. Even then, I can 
become demanding if I do not prepare my heart to be in His presence. 

O LORD, I thank You for revealing through this amazing servant what my heart needs to be as I approach 
Your throne. I come boldly because You have told me I can. Yet I must come humbly, remembering to 
whom I am coming. Amen. 

Rest Daniel 11-12 
“As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive 
your allotted inheritance.” Daniel 12:13 

The servant is given a promise. Much has been revealed and much is not understood. Yet in it all, Daniel is 
assured of his allotted inheritance. The last two chapters describe the intertestamental period and Antiochus 
Epiphanes, with the persecution he will bring and the desecration of the temple with an altar to Zeus and the 
sacrifice of a pig. This will lead to the Maccabean revolt and the reestablishment of correct worship in the 
temple. The vision then moves to the antichrist who is yet to come. He will make a treaty with Israel, only to 
break that treaty. He will come against the Jewish people and the abomination of desolation will occur in the 
rebuilt temple. Daniel, truthfully, did not fully understand all this. But he trusted that it was true. Just as he 
trusted in all the promises of God, he trusted in these promises as well. The messenger had one final 
message for Daniel. It was the message of future hope. It was the promise of future rest. It was also a 
charge to finish well in his ministry on earth. This verse is powerful for me. I get weary. I need the 
encouragement to continue in the way that God is leading me to the end. I long to finish well—looking 
forward to the rest and inheritance that is waiting for me in the eternal kingdom and presence of God. I am 
tempted to reach for that rest here, but am challenged through this servant to wait for the appointed time. 

Dear God, strengthen me as Your servant to continue to go the way that You have for me. I see in this 
passage that there will come a day of great tribulation and great persecution. But there is also a final battle, 
which will establish forever the throne of the King. Satan will be bound and sin will be put to death. I will at 
that time receive my allotted inheritance. Mostly, what I am looking forward to is being with You—without the 
presence of sin. That will be glory. Keep me faithful till the end, God. Amen. 
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Resolved Daniel 1-2 
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine and asked the chief official for 
permission not to defile himself in this way. Daniel 1:8 

Daniel is taken away from his home in 605 B.C. and he will not return. He will remain in exile for the rest of 
his life. Yet he will serve God boldly while in exile. He will serve in the administration of four different rulers, 
three kingdoms, and two different empires, over a period of almost 70 years. I am sure that many times he 
would long to be home. He was taken from that home as a 15-year-old teenager. At that point, he had a 
decision. How would he respond to the circumstances in which he found himself? It does not take long to 
find the answer. He resolves not to defile himself. This will identify his life. In the entire time of his exile, he 
will choose to live a life that is set apart. This would not have been easy. God’s hand of blessing will be on 
him and he will be given a rank that will allow him to have anything he wants. After decades of this 
temptation, all indications are that he remained true to the Lord. I believe it is because, as a teenager, he 
resolved not to let anything defile him. I think about my own life and I realize that I can’t go back—but I can 
look forward. Truthfully, I have allowed many things to defile me in my life. I have indulged myself with the 
delicacies of this world. It has impacted me negatively and has caused me to be less than focused. Today I 
am reminded of the importance of resolving to protect myself from taking in the things that would defile me 
as I look forward to how I may serve the LORD. 

Dear God, I am convicted by this today. Thank You. Show me the ways that I have been defiled and let me 
see clearly how that has caused me to become apathetic toward the obedience that allows me intimacy with 
You. Help me set myself apart joyfully and willingly in Your service. Please Lord, find me faithful and true. 
Amen. 
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Son of Man Daniel 7-8 
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory 
and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
 Daniel 7:13-14 

Daniel receives visions that he records in these two chapters. These are visions of the end of the age. They 
were visions that troubled Daniel and exhausted him. He was appalled and realized that the visions were 
beyond his understanding. He saw this one who looked like a son of man. Literally, that means that he 
looked like a man. But this was no ordinary man. This man would be the one who would be given a throne 
that would never pass away. This man would receive worship from every nation and every language. This 
one who was like a son of man would come to be born of a virgin. It is none other than Jesus, the Messiah. 
He is the Son of man and Son of God. He will reign supreme over a kingdom that will never be destroyed. 
The vision that Daniel was given looked very far into the future. It looked so far that we still have not seen its 
fulfillment. We have caught a glimpse, as the Son of Man walked on the earth. But one day, this same Jesus 
will come again and the fulfillment of this vision will come to pass. The nations will fall before Him and His 
power. While it is true this is still beyond my understanding, I still look forward to that day when all is finally 
brought under the absolute reign of the King! 

O LORD, I long for this day that has been so long awaited, when the King comes in all His glory to claim His 
bride. I long to bow before Him with no sin to keep me from complete and total servitude, as I am finally able 
to worship Him as fully as my heart yearns to. Amen. 


