
F r iday,  June 30 ,  2017  
Exhausting Ezekiel 21-22 
The word of the LORD came to me :“Son of man, will you judge her? Will you judge this city of bloodshed? Then 
confront her with all her detestable practices and say: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O city that brings on 
herself doom by shedding blood in her midst and defiles herself by making idols, you have become guilty because 
of the blood you have shed and have become defiled by the idols you have made. You have brought your days to 
a close, and the end of your years has come. Therefore I will make you an object of scorn to the nations and a 
laughingstock to all the countries. Those who are near and those who are far away will mock you, O infamous city, 
full of turmoil. Ezekiel 22:1-5 

I find myself exhausted reading these prophesies. Over and over again, God is striving to reach His people so that 
they will understand and turn to Him in repentance. There are so many different ways that He reaches in to show 
them what they are doing and they refuse to see. I try to imagine what Ezekiel felt as he repeatedly shared this 
message to people with deaf ears. How exhausting was this for him? I try to imagine the conversations he had 
with God. I can imagine him begging God to open the hearts of the people to hear these words and turn from their 
selfishness and sin. I can imagine him pleading with God to draw His people to repentance. Each time there was a 
new prophesy, I can almost imagine Ezekiel asking the LORD if this would be the time they would understand and 
turn from their wicked ways. But it was not to be. The people wound not listen and they would not repent and so 
they would not find life. I get exhausted as well. I ask the LORD to give me a message that will be clear to the 
people I meet, yet so many reject His truth and His word. So many are content to embrace temporary pleasures 
instead of the overwhelming joy and peace that comes from abandoning self. 

O LORD, I find myself so many times exhausted in the battle to which You have called me. It seems that 
there are so many who do not have ears to hear. I live among a people in a generation that truly believes 
they do not need You. We are so self-sufficient and able to meet all our own needs—at least that is the lie 
we have believed. Strengthen me to stay faithful to Your call and Your message each moment of the day! 
For Your glory. Amen. 

Example Ezekiel 23-24 
The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, with one blow I am about to take away from you the 
delight of your eyes. Yet do not lament or weep or shed any tears. Groan quietly; do not mourn for the dead. 
Keep your turban fastened and your sandals on your feet; do not cover the lower part of your face or eat the 
customary food of mourners.” Ezekiel 24:15-17 

January 15, 588 B.C. is the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem. The prophet will be asked to make a huge 
sacrifice. Ezekiel’s wife was the delight of his eyes. In all the years of hardship, his wife had been a joy for 
him. Now he would lose her. God would take her away and he was not to mourn. This would show the 
Israelites what would happen when the delight of their eyes was taken away. He was speaking of the 
temple. It was the temple that was the object of their affection—the delight of their eyes—that in which they 
took pride. God was about to take it away and they were not to mourn because they had every opportunity 
to avoid it happening. This ends a major section of Ezekiel’s book. The prophesy against Jerusalem is 
finished. His message will now change. Am I ready to be used by God in this way? I pray that God finds me 
ready to be used for Him in whatever way He deems best. I long to be an example of a man who responds 
as my King commands. May He find me faithful by His grace and in His strength. 

Dear God, I don’t know if I could do what You asked Ezekiel to do! I want to be faithful to You. I want You to 
know that You can trust me with whatever You need of me, but I need You to be my strength. Please LORD, 
equip me so that You can find me faithful. Amen. 

Saturday,  Ju ly  1 ,  2017  

June 26– July 1, 2017 



These Three Men Ezekiel 13-14 
… even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and Job—were in it, they could save only themselves by their 
righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD. Ezekiel 14:13

Chapter 14 repeats the four judgments that will come against Israel. The judgments include famine, wild 
beasts in the land, the sword, and a plague (or pestilence). The false prophets were assuring the people that 
these things would not happen. God, speaking through Ezekiel, is promising that they will—and indeed they 
do. What interests me in this chapter is the mention of these three men—Noah, Daniel, and Job. Each is 
called “righteous” by God (Genesis 6:9; Job 1:1; Daniel 6:4-5, 22). What captures me is that in all of the time 
prior to Ezekiel’s writing this prophecy, of all the men who had lived, three are chosen. I pause to ask 
myself, would I be listed? It’s not that I need to be on the honor roll. I don’t ask that of myself in a prideful 
way, but rather, genuinely. Does my love for the Lord show in who I am? My heart and my desire is to be a 
man of God. I desire to have my life be identified as a man who pursues God relentlessly. But truthfully, as I 
look at my heart, all too often I am a man who chases my own agenda. I’m sure each of these men probably 
felt the same at some time in their life. Doubt can take over if I let it. So I look to the Lord and trust that He is 
working in my life that which is pleasing to Him as He continues to shape me for His purpose. 
Dear God, thank You for these three men. Thank You for having them be an example of how I can choose 
to live my life. May You always find me ready to be shaped by You in this generation. Amen. 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Allegory Ezekiel 15-16 
Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  June 26  ,  2017  

Tuesday,  June 27 ,  2017  

Death Ezekiel 17-18 

 

Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  June 28 ,  2017  

Thursday,  June 29 ,  2017  
Inquire Ezekiel 19-20 
In the seventh year, in the fifth month on the tenth day, some of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, 
and they sat down in front of me. Then the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, speak to the elders of 
Israel and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Have you come to inquire of me? As surely as I 
live, I will not let you inquire of me, declares the Sovereign LORD.’ Ezekiel 20:1-3 

On August 14, 591 B.C., some of the elders came to Ezekiel to inquire of the LORD. God would not let them. In 
His explanation of why He would not let them, God seems to be contradicting what He said in chapter 18. In 
chapter 18 it was clear that judgment would not come because of what the generations before had done, but that 
each generation, each person, would be judged for their own actions. Yet this chapter seems to say just the 
opposite. But close examination reveals that God is saying that this generation will be judged because it is doing 
the same things as the previous generations. They have not learned from their history. God reviews for them—yet 
again—what the previous generations have been judged for, allowing for this generation to repent and not repeat 
the same harmful practices. Because their heart was not set on repentance, they were not truly seeking to inquire 
of the LORD, they were seeking to manipulate the LORD. I consider all that is revealed of the history of this nation. 
God in His sovereignty has chosen to include in His preserved Word the harmful choices His people have made 
and the judgment that it has brought. This has been presented so that future generations can learn how to avoid 
that judgment. I must learn from these truths. These accounts are not just random history stories with no cohesion. 
The Old Testament is a carefully presented and preserved portrayal of God’s dealings with His people. He reaches 
out in love and they respond in disobedience. The disobedience requires discipline that could easily be avoided 
with repentance. Yet repentance, by and large, does not come. History, over and over again, repeats itself for the 
entire life of this nation. Rather than genuinely inquiring of the LORD, the people come to rationalize their sin. 

O LORD, help me learn from this history. I see how I continue to repeat the same things over and over again, 
choosing to disobey instead of responding in loving obedience. I live among a people that continue to choose this 
as well. We are not completely given over to You LORD. We rationalize our misbehavior and presume upon Your 
grace. Forgive us. Revive us. In Your kindness, lead us to repentance. Awaken us to Your love! Awaken us to 
Your mission! Let us not repeat history. Please, LORD, let us learn from history. Amen. 


