
F r iday,  June 2 ,  2017  
New Covenant Jeremiah 30-31 
“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah. 
“This is what the LORD says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to 
shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the LORD Almighty is his name: “Only if these 
decrees vanish from my sight,” declares the LORD, “will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation 
before me.” Jeremiah 31:31, 35-36 

There is a new covenant. It is the covenant that Jesus speaks of when He takes Passover with His disciples 
(Luke 22:20). It is the new covenant in His blood. The new covenant is made to the people of the promise—
the nation of Israel. One cannot read these chapters without understanding that the covenants that God 
made with the nation still stand. The new is the continuing unfolding of the redemptive plan of God that is 
woven throughout all of Scripture. When Jesus pronounced that it was His blood that would redeem people, 
it began with the Jew and was extended to the Gentile. God has a plan for His people—first, for His nation 
Israel and then, for His Church. I love that the new covenant is available to the entire world. God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son. This new covenant allows me to not just know about God, but 
to truly know God (Jeremiah 31:34). Jesus came to be the visible representation of God. “Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). It is possible for me to know God because of the new covenant. 
Because of the new covenant, God chooses to indwell the lives of every believer so that they can know Him 
at the very core of who they are (John 14:23). He lives in me. I know Him. I am grateful. 
O LORD, You know me and You have allowed a way for me to know You. Thank You that You are a God 
who keeps every promise. Thank You for the new covenant given to Your people and thank You for opening 
the covenant to all people. You are truly a gracious God. Thank You for coming to live in me. I do not know 
what I would do without You in my life. Amen. 

Branch Jeremiah 32-33 
“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of 
Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 
David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.’” 
 Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The Messiah will reign on earth. There is yet to come a day when the Messiah will appear for the second 
time and will sit on the throne of David. The two advents of the Christ were unexpected by those who were 
waiting for the Messiah to appear. Looking back and looking into Scripture, one can see the mystery unfold. 
It is apparent that Jesus is the Messiah, but that His first appearing was to bring the good news of the new 
covenant to all people. There will come a day when He will come back in great power and will sit on His 
throne. The promise will be fulfilled. I look forward with great anticipation to that day when Jesus comes 
again. As I wait for the day He rules on earth, I live allowing Him to rule my life. As each person who is a 
child of God does this, He is revealed and many will come to know our great and glorious King. 

Ah, Sovereign LORD, You are indeed over all there is. You are majestic and holy and You are working out 
the plan of redemption that was put in place in eternity past. I know there will come a day when King Jesus 
will reign on earth. It will be a time of great peace and joy as we live in Your presence. I bend my knee to my 
King now, grateful for His love for me and for His reign in my live. Amen. 
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Coming Jeremiah 22-23 
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who 
will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live 
in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.  Jeremiah 23:5-6 

Jeremiah prophesies of a coming day when the Messiah will appear. This “Branch” is none other than the 
Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God, the Son of Man—Jesus of Nazareth. He is the promised King that will 
reign over a reunited kingdom. The tribes of Judah and Israel will once again be united. This is the promise 
that the Jews of Jesus’ day looked to have fulfilled. They could not see that the plan of God would be 
revealed in two advents of the Christ. There is a day yet coming when Jesus will return to reign on earth. 
The nation of Israel will be reunited. This reuniting will be so significant that the miraculous return from Egypt 
will pale in comparison. In the midst of the prophecies that Jeremiah utters—most of which bring weeping 
and mourning—God reveals that there is still a plan for the remnant He will preserve. He plans to shepherd 
them and tend them so that they will not fear or be lost. My King Jesus is also this Great Shepherd. I think of 
John 10 and thank God that I am one who hears the voice of this Shepherd who will, in a day yet coming, 
reign on earth as King. 
Dear God, how I long for the day when Jesus the Messiah comes and reigns over the restored Israel. I long 
for that day of peace. I realize that when I pray for the peace of Israel, as David did in Psalm 122, I am in 
essence praying for that day yet coming. There may be moments of peace in this age, but the age to come 
will bring the real peace that we all long for. Even so Lord Jesus, quickly come. Amen. 
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Plans Jeremiah 28-29 
This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill 
my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call 
upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:10-13 

The letter that Jeremiah sent to the exiles included these verses that have become some of the most quoted 
in all Scripture. Context is important. This letter is being written to people in exile and it is basically telling 
them to settle down because they will be in exile for seventy years. In other words, they would not be going 
home. Yet in the letter, Jeremiah reminds them that God is true to His promises. He has a plan and He is 
working out that plan. In our cultural setting, individualism causes us to read these verses incorrectly. The 
“you” is not a promise to an individual; rather it is a promise to a people—His chosen people. There will 
come a time when they will call upon the LORD and He will hear them (consider Daniel 9). He will listen and 
the people will find Him because they will seek Him with all their heart. I must be careful not to apply these 
verses to myself individually without carefully considering the truth these verses hold. God is working out His 
eternal plan of redemption. The thread of this redemptive narrative winds all through Scripture. These 
verses are a covenant-keeping God stating that His promise to His people remains. The power of these 
verses for me is that the Church has been grafted in to these promises and God continues to work out His 
plan for redemption. God has made gracious promises and at just the right time they will find fulfillment. I 
must not reduce the power of these verses to mean anything less. 
O LORD, I am so tempted to have everything I read be all about me and my perceived needs and wants. 
This causes me to see powerful promises like the ones I am looking at today in selfish ways. Please forgive 
me. Remind me often that I am part of the redemptive plan You have been unfolding throughout history. 
Remind me that I can rest upon Your eternal gracious promise—that the ultimate plans You have for me are 
to prosper and take hold of hope in Your presence! Amen. 


