
F r iday,  Apr i l  28 ,  2017  
Prayer Isaiah 36-37 
Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of the LORD 
and spread it out before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: “O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, 
enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made 
heaven and earth. Give ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; listen to all the words 
Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God. Isaiah 37:14-17 

Hezekiah brings the insults that have been hurled against God to God’s attention. He spreads them out 
before God and begins a conversation with God about it. He recognizes the majesty of God and that God’s 
majesty has been defamed. He calls out to God to defend His name. I am sure that Hezekiah was also filled 
with fear. There was an impending defeat. His forces (in their own strength) would surely fall to 
Sennacherib. Yet that is not what he began with in his prayer. He began by acknowledging the rightful reign 
of God and His power. His prayer is that God would reveal Himself in such a way that it would be clear that 
He was truly God, so that all kingdoms would know Him as the LORD God. God answered this prayer. Am I 
overwhelmingly concerned about the reputation of God? Do I lay before Him all the places I see His name 
defamed and do I ask Him to move in power to reveal the power of His name? What are the ways that my 
life distorts His reputation? Am I willing to have Him do whatever He sees necessary in my life for His power 
to be revealed—even if it is uncomfortable for me? God’s name is to be great and it should start by being 
great with me, as one of His children! 
O LORD, help me turn quickly to You in prayer when I see Your name defamed. Help me see the 
places where this is happening—there are so many places and the truth is that I have become numb to 
many of them because of the way they have been found acceptable in our society. Help me stand 
against those who blaspheme Your name. Cause their voice to be quieted, God! Silence them so that 
the world will know that the LORD is God. Amen. 

Humbly Isaiah 38-39 

But what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he himself has done this. I will walk humbly all my years 
because of this anguish of my soul. Lord, by such things men live; and my spirit finds life in them too. You 
restored me to health and let me live. Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love 
you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back. Isaiah 38:15-17 

Hezekiah has been given a promise from God. In his anguish, he cried out to God and God answered. This 
is Hezekiah’s response. He has seen the hand of God in the midst of his anguish and he declares that it will 
change the rest of his life. He will live differently because the Lord’s deliverance has allowed him to see that 
the suffering brought three things to him. First, it was for his benefit, as it brought him wholeness and peace 
upon receiving deliverance. Second, it brought an awareness of the love of God and the rescue that that 
love brought to him. Finally, and perhaps most incredibly, it brought about the removal of sin. In some way, 
the encounter with God allowed Hezekiah to know that his sins had been hurled away. Through Christ, I 
have the same opportunity. I have been delivered from the anguish of sin in my life, knowing that, as my 
Savior, He has hurled my sin “behind His back.” I know that it was for my benefit that God showed me the 
cause of my anguish and that He did indeed rescue me. I also know His love—and it has changed me. All 
the days of my life will be different because He has rescued me from the anguish of my sin. By His grace, I 
will walk humbly with Him all my days. 

O LORD, what can I say? I have been set free from my anguish and I long to walk with You humbly, 
declaring Your great power and Your endless love demonstrated for me. Let me live that I might praise You, 
my Rock and my Redeemer. Amen. 

Saturday,  Apr i l  29 ,  2017  

April 24 - 29, 2017 



Refuge Isaiah 28-29 
You boast, “We have entered into a covenant with death, with the grave we have made an agreement. 
When an overwhelming scourge sweeps by, it cannot touch us, for we have made a lie our refuge and 
falsehood our hiding place.” Isaiah 28:15 

After looking at God’s sovereignty over the nations, in particular (chapters 13-23) and in general (chapters  
24-27), Isaiah turns his attention to Northern Israel (Ephraim) and Judah. They have fallen into the trap of 
trusting in nations and their kings rather than the King. It is not natural for God to be our refuge. The natural 
self looks only to the things it can devise for security and strength and refuge. The natural self is totally and 
completely opposed to God. It is reliance upon self that Isaiah is speaking against. In Isaiah 28:15, we see 
the natural choice for people: finding refuge in lies and making falsehood and illusion a hiding place. Judah 
chose to ally itself with Egypt and trust in the drunken power of Egypt—rather than the sobering power of 
God—to put off the threat that was coming from Assyria. Bad choice. Egypt could no more save Judah than 
it could save itself. Not only was it a bad choice to trust in Egypt instead of God, it was a bad choice to boast 
about it. God makes it clear what will happen to their refuge and hiding place (28:17). God will not be 
mocked. Is he my refuge? Where do I go for a hiding place? My lips may say one thing—but what does my 
heart say (29:13)? My natural self will not choose God for refuge. Is my refuge, my security, my hope, and 
my hiding place in anything temporary? 

Dear God, I long for You to be my only place of refuge. I am so drawn to provide spaces of safety for myself 
in temporary things, only to find them very insufficient and unable to keep me safe. Forgive me for not 
trusting in You alone. Amen. 

Monday,  November  2 ,  2015  

Stubborn Isaiah 30-31 
Tuesday,  November  3 ,  2015  

Monday,  Apr i l  24 ,  2017  

Tuesday,  Apr i l  25 ,  2017  

King Isaiah 32-33 
Wednesday,  November  4 ,  2015  

Thursday,  November  5 ,  2015  

Wednesday,  Apr i l  26 ,  2017  

Thursday,  Apr i l  27 ,  2017  
All Isaiah 34-35 
Come near, you nations, and listen; pay attention, you peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, the 
world, and all that comes out of it! The LORD is angry with all nations; his wrath is upon all their armies. He 
will totally destroy them, he will give them over to slaughter. Isaiah 34:1-2 
Chapters 34 and 35 end the section from chapter 28, but largely beginning with chapter 13. Before moving 
on, Isaiah gives one more judgment against the nations and one more promise of the future. The message of 
the judgment of God is not a popular message today. People would rather hear of the love and grace of God 
than His wrath and judgment. They would rather define God with their definition of good rather than His. But 
God’s loving-kindness and goodness is based in His holy, perfect, moral righteousness, which requires that a 
good God be a God of judgment and, yes, a God of wrath against all opposed to that righteous, holy standard 
(34:8). He has a day assigned for vengeance. Notice the inclusiveness of his wrath—all nations. Chapter 34 
is graphic in a way that is hard for us to understand. I consider that this is God as Isaiah encountered Him in 
chapter 6. It is this view of God that brings awe, this view of God that is most accurate, this view of God that 
for us has become most uncomfortable and avoided because it does not seem attractive. It was the same for 
the audience in Isaiah’s day. For us, it seems much better to have a god who is there to serve our purposes, 
bring us comfort, and meet our needs as we have defined them. It is much better to have a god who is good 
(as we describe good) and is absolutely forgiving of all and accepting of anything that happens. That is a god 
we can tell our friends about. The only problem is that a god like that cannot be trusted because it exists only 
in our selfish imaginations. The commission that Isaiah accepted from God was to tell the truth. Just like all of 
Scripture, chapter 34 is truth. God’s righteous nature requires that justice and wrath pour out as described. It 
may not seem pleasant, but it is necessary for His purpose to be carried out. He is the loving, sovereign King 
who can be eternally trusted. We each will either face the graphic eternal judgment due to a rebellious spirit 
or submit in awe to His righteous, loving, just reign, as His adopted child through the provision of Christ (John 
1:12) I am so grateful that, by His grace, I am living in submission as His child! 
O LORD, I read in these verses the outcome of Your righteous judgment against sin. We are deserving of 
Your wrath, and yet, You offer grace. Help me be bold to tell people truly who You are so that they may find 
the rescue that You have given me. Amen. 


