
Dear Members & Friends of Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church: 
 
In the past few days, the COVID 19 outbreak has changed the plans of people, 
governments, corporations, institutions, sporting events and churches around the 
globe. Change is happening so fast it is mindboggling. Especially in places like Washington 
State, where the global pandemic has hit our communities hard, everyone has been 
directly affected. 
 
Today, the Session of Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church met this morning to consider our 
response regarding regular worship in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. We were 
aware of the recommendations, decisions, and mandates of our public health authorities, 
our governor who lives on Bainbridge Island, our school district leaders, regional church 
leaders, and even our three Elders who could not be present: Kent Chadwick, Ken Cecka, 
and Richard Barr. Elders Iris Eimon, John Fletcher, Dan Nordmark, Helen Pitts, Al 
Westphal, Nancy Wiggins, Bob Wyman and I, Rev. Marty Shelton-Jenck, Pastor and 
Moderator of Session, decided unanimously, by a show of hands, to cancel worship in the 
sanctuary through at least Sunday, March 29, 2020. We will have a special Session 
meeting on Thursday, March 26 to consider the situation once again. 
 
In the meantime, our worship leadership team of Sharon Acton, Nancy Lyman and I will 
be producing a weekly, live, recorded, worship podcast that will give every member and 
friend the opportunity to participate in a full worship service at home. By noon this 
Sunday, March 15, you will receive an email from me for a link to the podcast and 
worship bulletin. The worship podcast and bulletin will also be available at the same time 
by going to our website at www.rbpres.org.  
 
As we move forward during these coming days, our church leaders are looking into ways 
to provide community connection for you during this time when everyone is encouraged 
to be socially distant. We are hoping to provide ways for you to spiritually connect with 
God and others while being unable to gather as a whole community in church. We admit 
this is a new challenge but we also know that God’s Spirit will lead us through it all.  
 
Let us continue to be faithful and vigilant in love and prayer for each other, the church 
and for the greater community.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Martin Shelton-Jenck, Pastor  
 


