
The Ability to Mourn: Becoming a New Creation 
A Christian Spirituality Conference with Rev. Jim Wellman 

Our 2017 Christian Spirituality Conference will feature Rev. Jim Wellman, who will help 
us explore “The Ability to Mourn: Becoming a New Creation.” The Conference will be 
on Saturday, November 4th from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. A box lunch will be provided. 

Tickets are $50, which you may purchase after church in the narthex or online at 
abilitytomourn.brownpapertickets.com. 

 

“The ability to mourn” is a phrase of Sigmund Freud’s. What he meant is that 
individuals, who are well-adjusted to reality, understand and are aware of the need to 

mourn. Jesus said, pre-dating Freud by some 1900 years, “Blessed are those who 
mourn.” In many ways, it is a conundrum for most of us. Being encouraged to mourn, 

for Americans, is a little like being encouraged to go to the dentist, people feel it’s 
necessary but generally don’t want do it! 

 
 

Jim is an ordained Presbyterian minister and a University of Washington professor. He has served RBPC in many capacities in the past, both as 
a visiting preacher and our youth minister. He is Professor and Chair of the Comparative Religion Program in the Jackson School of 
International Studies. His areas of expertise are in American religious culture, history and politics. Jim was recently named to a five-year Term 
Professorship in Global Christianity. His most recent book, Rob Bell and a New American Christianity (Abingdon Press, 2012), explores one of 
the most well-known and controversial evangelical ministers in America. 
 

During this conference we will explore what it is to mourn. Some of us are mourning because we’ve lost someone we love, or we’ve lost 
something in ourselves that we cherished. During our time together, Jim will describe his own mourning and the way in which he’s entered 
into a whole new life. It is much more exhilarating that he could have imagined. Because of the work required in mourning, the healing and 
awareness on the other side of that suffering can make us new again. That has been true for Jim and he believes it will be true for others as 
well.   
 

Mourning really is a bridge, as the poet Rilke said, to the golden room. That room is the space where all things are again possible. To mourn is 
to begin to look at where we have been, to see where we made our home, and to understand the ways in which we need to leave, to head off 
for a new land, to find a new way of being in the world. It is not easy, but it is exhilarating. 
 

So, come and explore a tough subject and begin the process of being released into a new reality. As Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn 
for they will be comforted.” Paul promises that we can and will become “new creations.” We will explore these issues in a way that gives 
comfort and safety for all, through individual work, small groups and discussion. We will only share what we can. In the end, this all good 
news. The promise is that we can be renewed in ourselves, for ourselves and for others. 
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Adult Education 
Throughout the fall,  our Adult Ed class will conduct a study of Christianity as it 
developed  from Jesus’ day through the Reformation in the 16th century. We will rely 
on a series of short video lessons followed by discussion.  Our lecturer will be Luke 
Timothy Johnson of Emory University. 
 

In these classes, we will seek to understand just how Christianity evolved from the 
radical teachings of a Jew misunderstood by most to the religious bedrock first of 
Rome, then of most of the Western world. We will deal with culture, theology and 
politics.  We’ll explore dogma such as The Trinity and papal infallibility.  We’ll review 
the rise of Islam and the Crusades.  We’ll meet key players in this journey…Jesus, 
Paul, Constantine, Justinian, patriarchs, martyrs, kings and Popes good, bad and 
ugly.   We’ll learn how the teachings and sacrifice of Jesus somehow overcame 
Roman legions, war, plague, persecution and corruption to emerge as a powerful 
force for good and a catalyst for tolerance and enlightenment. 
 

Throughout this journey,  discussion will be led by members of our group.  We will 
continue to provide handouts for current and upcoming classes.  Whether you’re a 
history buff or simply enjoy enlightened discussion, join us in the Adult Ed room 
after worship. 

Baptism 
 
Sunday September 10th ,our congregation was 
honored to experience the baptisms of Hudson and 
Harper Buckmeier. The brother and sister are the 
children of Tyson and Mandy Buckmeier and the 
grandchildren of Pam and Karl Buckmeier. 
 

It has been a joy to watch both babies grow. Their visits 
to church always bring many smiles to the 
congregation. 
 

As soon as the ceremony was over both children 
showed their willingness to serve their church family. 
Hudson helped Grampa with the collection and Harper 
happily sang with us.  She is obviously getting ready to 
join the choir and sing with her gramma! 
 

At Fellowship Time a very proud Grampa Karl treated 
us all to the cake he had baked in honor of the children. 
Welcome to the family, Harper and Hudson! 

Family Pool Party 

Join us for our next FAMILY POOL PARTY 
on Sunday, October 15th, from 4:30 -
6:30pm at the Bainbridge Aquatic Center. 
We will have the pool to ourselves and 
pizza for everyone. Friends welcome and 
encouraged! Please RSVP to Eleanor Gray 
at eleanor@rbpres.org if you plan to 
attend.  

Bethlehem  
Experience 

Bethlehem Experience is 
coming again!  Mark your 
calendars for Friday, Dec. 1st 
and Sat. Dec 2nd, from 6 to 
8:30pm.  Look for sign-ups in 
the bulletin and a calendar 
of set up events in the next 
few weeks.  Please contact 
Molly Dunn at
(Mshoran02@yahoo.com or 
206-780-8299) if you'd like 
more information or would 
like to be part of the steering 
team 



Operation 
Christmas Child 

Prayer Chain 
Everyone needs prayer support now and then. That’s 
where our congregation’s “prayer chain” can help. The 
prayer chain is made up of dozens of folks who stand 
ready to pray for the needs of church members and our 
larger community.  

Perhaps you are interested in joining us to pray for 
others? Anyone can participate and we’d love to add 
you to our prayer chain email list.  

Maybe you need a prayer?  Our members hope you will 
give them a chance to pray for you and your concerns. 
(If you wish to request prayers for someone other than 
yourself, we ask that you first obtain permission from 
that person.) 
 

Whether you have a prayer request or would like more 
information about participating in the prayer chain, 
please send an email to Pam Johnson, the deacon in 
charge of the prayer chain, at 
jacknpamjohnson@gmail.com.  You can also contact the 
church office at 206-842-3098 or office@rbpres.org. 

We have two questions for you: 

1. Have you been shoe shopping this year? 

2. What do your new shoes have to do with making chil-
dren around the world very happy? 

Hopefully you said YES to the first question because that 
makes the second answer very easy. The box your shoes 
came is can be turned into a wonderful gift for a child who 
otherwise would not get any gifts this Christmas. 

To be a part of Operation Christmas Child you just need to 
take a shoebox and fill it with little toys, toothbrushes, 
soap, sox, hair bows....anything a child would be thrilled to 
get. Wrap the box, fill out the 
form (which will be in the Nar-
thex). Leave your box in the 
collection box. We will be col-
lecting boxes starting October 
22 up thru November 19th. 
On the 20th the boxes will be 
taken to the Baptist church and added to the boxes from all 
the other churches on the island. Last year our church col-
lected over fifty boxes! 

Use this time to teach your child about the joys of giving. 
Or go with a friend to shop. As you are shopping, think of 
the child who will be getting your box. Is it a child with no 
home? No family? Are there any useful items you can get 
to help make this child's life a little easier? Maybe you will 
find something they will treasure. Think of what made you 
happy when you were small. 

Some evening when you are surfing the web Google Op-
eration Christmas Child. You can read articles written by 
kids who actually received shoeboxes and what it meant to 
them. 

What a great way to begin this wonderful season! Think of 
a special toy you had as a kid. Go out and find some little 
treasure and pass on your good memories. 

From Building & Grounds 

A big thank you goes to Dave Wilson for sanding, prim-
ing and painting the metal railing around the Jones 
Building! Dave spent dozens of hours meticulously 
working to give us brand-new looking handrails. 

We want to give a thank you to Marcos Juarez and com-
pany who have worked (this is a paid job for them) to 
help with the upkeep of our grounds. Many people are 
needed to keep our church and grounds looking good! 
Out of respect for each other and to the glory of God we 
need a good looking facility! 



HOLIDAY MARKET 
 

November 11. 10AM to 3 PM 
 

We all have that one person who, when we ask what they want for Christmas they answer with "I want a 
hippopotamus for Christmas!"  Anyone remember that song? 
 

Maybe besides shopping for huge animals you are looking 
for a stocking stuffer? A hostess gift? Something for a 
favorite teacher or for your Thanksgiving table? 
 

We are here to help! On Saturday, the 11th of November 
we are filling the Fellowship Hall with many very talented 
people who will be selling everything from aprons to quilts, 
baby items to wallets. Dolls, sweets, paintings and more!  
 

Take a break from your shopping and visit our cafe. Enjoy 
lunch prepared by our own very talented Kitchen Elves. 
And when you are finished shopping here, head on up to 
the Seabold Methodist Church and do some shopping in their market as well!  
 

Oh yes, and whoever can sing the Hippo for Christmas song will get a free cookie! 
 

See you Saturday, November 11th! 
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