
ADULT EDUCATION 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” Study 

Like the Apostle Paul, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spent a lot of time in jail for 
righteousness’ sake. And like Paul, what Dr. King wrote while in jail continues to 
speak to us today. Starting Sunday, July 11th, the Adult Ed class will spend four 
weeks studying Dr. King’s 1963 “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” the circumstances 
that led him to write it, and how we might apply its lessons now. The class 
discussion will be facilitated by John Fletcher and Kent Chadwick. King’s letter and 
the letter from white clergy which prompted King’s impassioned reply will be 
available for download from the church website. We will meet in person, while also 
having a Zoom link. 

 https://www.zoom.us 
 Meeting ID: 838 4956 1651 
 Passcode:  justice 
 
 

 

The white Birmingham clergy wrote that the civil rights demonstrations being organized in part by “outsiders” like Dr. 
King were “unwise and untimely” and that “their own” white and black citizenry should “observe the principles of law 
and order and common sense.” 

Dr. King responded from jail, “I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of the eighth century 
B.C. left their villages and carried their ‘thus saith the Lord’ far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as 
the Apostle Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman 
world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly 
respond to the Macedonian call for aid.” 
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Pastor’s Pen 
Dear RBPC,  
 
One of the things I enjoy about interim ministry is that there 
slightly more emphasis on teaching and training of the staff, 
session, and congregation so that they can go forward leading 
healthy ministries that follow best practice. In this article I hope 
to help provide a few snapshots into best practices for worship 
that may be new to you. 
 
Sometimes we get into a rut with our worship, and we don’t 
make a connection to the deeper meaning and thoughtfulness of 
what we are saying in our songs, prayers, liturgy, and more. As a 
worship leader, I take the preparation of the liturgy seriously to 
ensure that our worship is reformed (Presbyterian), inclusive, 
Jesus-centered, and theologically sound. Here are some of the 
things I keep in mind when preparing worship: 
 
Inclusive Language for God 
God has many names in our scripture. If you only utilize one 
name for God, you limit the fullness of how God reveals godself 
to us. Additionally, while Jesus incarnate was both man and 
divine, God is genderless. This can be confusing because we 
often think of God as Father to Jesus. I try to avoid gendered 
pronouns when speaking of God to reflect God’s true nature 
more accurately. A more inclusive and expansive understanding 
of God would include naming God as mother, savior, shepherd, 
creator etc. You will find that it has been more common for 
ministers to name the Trinity as Creator-Sustainer-Redeemer 
instead of the traditional Father-Son-Spirit. Furthermore, most 
seminaries require students to use inclusive language for God in 
their papers as best practice. 
 
Inclusive Language + Hospitality for Worshippers 
Again, inclusive language has many benefits and helps promote 
hospitality while eliminating ableism. For example, you most 
likely will not hear me say “Please stand for our next song” but 
you will hear me say “Please rise in body or in spirit”. Why? 
Because not everyone can stand. Another example is that you 
are more likely to hear me say “Siblings in Christ” or “Beloveds 
of God” or “Friends” instead of “Brothers and Sisters”. Why? 
Because we are learning that gender identity is more fluid and 
complex, and “brothers and sisters” may mis-identify 
worshippers in our midst which is not hospitable. Personally,  
I do not see this as a conservative vs. liberal approach to worship 
but instead see it as taking the most kind and hospitable path to 
worship leadership. 
 
Another key for me is always thinking about someone who may 
be visiting our worship for the very first time. This person likely 
hasn’t memorized the Lord’s Prayer or the Doxology. They may 
not know what to do with their bodies or what to expect in our 
traditions. This is why I regularly explain simple concepts or 
make sure our prayers are printed in the bulletins. I often lead 
worship more for the sake of newcomers than for long-term 
church members with evangelism being of primary importance.  
 
 

Kin-dom of God vs. Kingdom of God 
This concept is fairly new to most congregations. Many 
theologians and church leaders are moving to using kin-dom of 
God language because they feel it is more accurate to the original 
intention of this doctrine. Traditionally, “kingdom” has 
imperialistic implications whereas “kin-dom” reflects more 
accurately the type of society Jesus was trying to model based on 
mutuality and shared responsibility to one another. “Kin-dom” 
also centers our interconnectedness and the liberating work of the 
Spirit among us. You will also notice that clergy are now subbing 
“reign of Christ” for “kingdom” as well. The slight connotative 
differences in these terms help remove the implication of 
domination, violence, empire, and imperialism that we 
traditionally understand in regards to earthly kingdoms. If you feel 
uncomfortable with changing language in scriptural interpretation, 
you may be surprised to know that this is quite normative and has 
happened again and again throughout orthodox Christian history.  
 
Secular vs. Sacred 
Over the last few generations, there has been significant pressure 
on pastors to incorporate secular holidays into sacred worship. 
This is not in line with scripture or our theology. Most pastors 
avoid, incorporating nods to patriotic holidays, Mother’s/Father’s 
Day etc. However, they usually succumb to congregational 
pressure if a member expresses anger that their beloved secular 
holiday was not lifted up. Theologically speaking, it is best to 
separate secular holidays from sacred worship. Did you know that 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day tend to be the lowest attended 
Sundays of the year? Why?-- well, half the folks are at brunch and 
the other half find those holidays particularly painful. In fact, a few 
years ago, I preached for a clergy friend on Mother’s Day because 
she had been privately dealing with infertility and found the 
holiday too painful to lead worship. Sensitivity around holidays is 
important for congregations to consider. 
 
Patriotism + Nationalism in Worship 
I’m the first to express my gratitude to those who served or in 
active military service on behalf of our nation. I also believe it is 
inappropriate to sing patriotic songs (unless in the hymnal) or 
have flag ceremonies during worship (as do most clergy and our 
denomination has numerous position papers against this practice). 
We have to remember that our worship is Christian worship and 
not American worship. In fact, we have many folks in our 
congregations who are not U.S. Citizens. I would imagine this is a 
sensitive and controversial topic in our community which has 
many who have served in the military.  
 
Flags became more popular in the worship space at different 
points in history. For example, in World War 1, some believed that 
if you did not display the flag then you were pro-german and a 
communist. Additionally, in the 1910’s the influence of the Klu 
Klux Klan pressured congregations and pastors to display the 
American flag. 
 
Con. next page  
 
 



Pastor’s Pen con. 
And what about the “Christian” flag? The Christian flag was born in the 20th century with ecumenical intentions. Some churches even have 
a pledge of allegiance they say to that flag. Many view the Christian flag as a complement or of higher honor than the American flag. 
 
I think the UMC sums it up best stating, “To sum it up, we in America wisely separate church and state. As American Christians, we honor 
the cross and we honor the flag; but we keep them separate. An American flag used in the worship of the universal church is no more 
appropriate than hanging a cross in a civil courtroom used by Americans of all religions.” 
 
Atonement Theology 
I will admit that I believe the doctrine of the atonement is the most complex and challenging doctrine to discern proper theology around. 
There are many popular atonement theologies such as Christus Victor, Ransom, Satisfaction, Moral Influence and more. Many reformed 
folks favor the penal substitution theory. This theory emphasizes that Jesus Christ died to satisfy God’s wrath against human sin. Jesus 
takes the punishment (penal) in the place of sinners (substitution) in order to satisfy the justice of God and the legal demand of God to 
punish sin. I’ll be honest, I’m still trying to work out the atonement personally. That being said, many clergy are now trying to view the 
cross through the lens of love and focus less on the bloody, violent, and gruesome nature of Christ’s death. You will see this reflected in 
song choice for worship, the liturgy said at the table of the Lord’s supper, and more. You might hear me say “the cup of blessing” or “the 
cup of salvation” instead of “the blood of Christ”. Again, theology is at work here and there is much more than meets the eye. 
 
I hope this article has opened you eyes to emerging trends in worship. Hopefully, you will grow in deeper appreciation of the formation of 
liturgy and a larger awareness of how theology shapes our worship together. When you next pastor arrives, you may learn a lot about their 
theology by the songs, prayers, and litanies they incorporate when designing the Sunday service. 
 
Many blessings,  
 
Pastor Laura 

Pastor Nominating Committee 
The Pastor Nominating Committee continues to meet 
weekly.  The Ministry Information Form (MIF) was 
submitted to the Church Leadership Connection (CLC) 
and is now posted on the internet. Pastors who are 
seeking a new pastorate can view our MIF (what we 
desire for a pastor at RBPC).  
 
Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from interested 
pastors are now beginning to come into the PNC.  So, 
we are now  beginning to review those applications.   
 
Please pray for discernment as we begin this phase of 
seeking a new pastor for RBPC. 
 
Ted Eimon, Moderator 
Pam Barr 
Linda Birum 
Katie Brown 
Cory Dunn 
Caroline Reed 
Brett Saks 

Thank You From Becky 
I want to thank all of the kids for their wonderful 
handmade cards and lovely, thoughtful gifts.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to receive my “porch delivery” 
last Sunday morning. 
 
I have enjoyed being a part of Rolling Bay’s children’s 
ministry program over the past 20 years as a volun-
teer and staff member. Its been a privilege and bless-
ing to witness the kids grow up, have fun doing 
crafts, playing games and learning about God’s love. 
 
Thank you to all who have and still do volunteer for 
our kids in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and 
special holiday events. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you in church and I'll try 
to be a " grown up”. 
 
Peace, Joy, and Love, 
 
Becky 



Fourth of July BBQ After Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come join us for our Fourth of July barbeque after worship!  
If you can bring a  side dish or dessert, great, but if not, please bring yourself.  

We’ll have fun, food, fellowship and games for the kids! 
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