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What We Have 
For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has,  

not according to what one does not have. 

2 Corinthians 8:12 
 

My friend was eager to gather her family and friends for a festive holiday celebration at 
her home. Each of the guests looked forward to gathering around the table together and 
wanted to help defray the expense of feeding so many by contributing to the meal. Some 
would bring bread, others salad or a side dish. For one guest, however, money was ex-
ceptionally tight. Although she looked forward to spending the evening with those whom 
she loved, she couldn’t afford to purchase any food. So, instead, she offered to clean the 
host’s home as her gift. 
 

She would have been welcome at the table had she come empty-handed. Yet she looked 
at what she did have to offer—her time and skills—and brought them to the gathering 
with her whole heart. I think that’s precisely the spirit of Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 8. 
They had been eager to give to help some fellow Christians, and he urged them to follow 
through on that effort. He commended them for their desire and their willingness, saying 
their motivation to give is what makes a gift of any size or amount acceptable (v. 12). 
 

We’re often quick to compare our giving to that of others, especially when our resources 
don’t afford us the luxury of giving as much as we’d like to. But God views our giving dif-
ferently: it’s our willingness to give what we have that He loves. 
 

By Kirsten Holmberg 
 

Reflect and Pray    God loves wholehearted giving of any measure. 
Lord, help me see what You’ve given me, even if it doesn’t seem like much by the world’s 
standards. Help me to give generously. 

2019 PLEDGES 
We’re very grateful for     
everyone who has pledged 
so far, and we appreciate all 
of the new pledges that will 
be coming in. We base our 
church budget on all the 
pledges we receive and we’d 
like to finalize the budget 
very soon. If you haven’t 
pledged yet, can you do it 
soon? Feel free to fill out a 
pledge card at the church of-
fice or email our Treasurer, 
Jerry Carson at 
jerry.grc@comcast.net to let 
him know. Thank you in ad-
vance for your continued 
support of the church and 
our missions! 



A Christmas elf overheard many wonderful reports on our First Noel brunch held December 9th! 

 
“It was a great opportunity to be together with our church friends during 
this holy and very busy Christmas season.  It felt good to be a congregation 
in Advent working together as a church family!” 
 
“We had such fun making Christmas crafts, eating delicious Mac&Cheese, 
ham sliders, and brownie sundaes, and singing our favorite Christmas 
carols! We had such a great time caroling to our church family at Bailey 
Manor and Wyatt House, and visiting Jack and Charlotte Shaw at their 
home! Thank you to all of the merry little elf helpers at the brunch and 
workshop!  We couldn't have done it without you!” 

 
 “The Children's Ministry Advent Workshop for the kids provided delightful and 
interesting Christmas crafts, an interactive manger scene with Bethlehem Experience 
costumes for our children to dress up and re-imagine the Christmas story together.” 
 
“It was wonderful to see how much fun the kids and the adults were having.  I've 
never seen so many folks sitting, visiting, and laughing for so long at a church brunch! 
It was a great celebration of the Christmas season.” 
 
“Christmas Carol quiz and the competition it engendered 

left behind an enhanced sense of our congregational life. It was a great opportunity to 
share our abundance by helping to restock Helpline House's food panty with food items 
and other non-perishables.” 
 
“From my perspective, all your work created one of the most enjoyable, after-church, 
brunches that I have ever attended in this congregation.  The fellowship hall looked great 
and so festive.  The food was a complete hit.  The music was perfect. The whole event 
was beautiful, tasty, rhythmic, and wonderful.” 
 
“We would like to extend a special thank you to Gregg Colburn who served as Brunch 

Master; Erin Grayson who offered the blessing and set the tone for the 
occasion as we celebrate the coming of our Lord; Sharon Acton who led our 
singing during the brunch and for the caroling; Nancy Lyman who 
accompanied our brunch singing; and Iris Eimon who led the chimes group.” 
 
The brunch was organized by Heidi Weimer, moderator of Deacons; Laura 
Alonso, Elder of Missions Committee and coordinated with staff members, 
Molly Dunn and Becky Lathe from Children's Ministry. Katie Brown, Timi 
Cecka, Sharon Sheppard and their kitchen elves prepared a phenomenal 
brunch meal with their loving hands. Many others helped also; to decorate, 
prepare the food on the morning of, to serve and to clean up. A special thank 

you to Diane Horan for being our lead elf for this wonderful event. 
 
“Let's do something like this again soon."  

FIRST NOEL BRUNCH 
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