
Session #1: Adult Ed Series on Letter from Birmingham Jail  

Reading before this session: 

a. The White Ministers' Law and Order Statement: An Appeal for Law and Order 

and Common Sense (April 12, 1963) 

b. Optional but recommended: The momentous events leading to Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s ‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’ (Published in the Birmingham Times; 

January 12, 2017  
 

Also, see the following links if you are having problems loading the 

material.  

https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf 

 

https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2017/01/the-momentous-events-leading-to-martin-

luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/ 

 

A brief recap of the message from the clergy: 

1) Hatred and violence have no sanction in our religious and political 

traditions.  

2) There may be disagreement concerning laws and social change 

without advocating defiance, anarchy, and subversion.  

3) Laws may be tested in courts or changed in legislatures, but not 

ignored …. by whims of individuals.  

4) Our American way of life depends upon obedience to the decisions of 

courts.  

5) No person's freedom is safe unless every person's freedom is equally 

protected.  

6) Freedom of speech must at all costs be preserved ……. 

7) Every human being is created in the image of God and is entitled to 

respect as a fellow human being …  

8) We urge those who strongly oppose desegregation to pursue   their 

convictions in the courts. 

9) The situation calls for earnest prayer. 

https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2017/01/the-momentous-events-leading-to-martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/
https://www.birminghamtimes.com/2017/01/the-momentous-events-leading-to-martin-luther-kings-letter-from-birmingham-jail/


Discussion Questions  

 

1. How would you have reacted to possibility upcoming demonstration if you 

were living in Birmingham back in 1963?  

a.) Would you feel resentful of outsiders – 

1.) Resentful of outsiders coming in to stir things up.  

2.) Would you feel that citizens of Birmingham can take care of their 

own problems. 

3.) Would you believe that this will cause a lot of people to get hurt 

b.) Or, would you, instead, be happy because the civil rights movement 

(i.e., the protests) might be what is needed to help do away with the ‘Jim 

Crow’ culture and the ‘Jim Crow’ laws? 

 

2. Do you believe that RBPC, back in 1963, would have been supportive of the 

protest in the South?  

 

3. Were the clergy members being prudent in proceeding with their cautious 

approach? Were they either just timid or, maybe, were they not swept up 

in the attitudes of many Southern communities towards African 

Americans? 

Don’t forget that the attitudes of the Old South came about over centuries 

and probably did not even start when Europeans landed in America.  

Also, consider that if you were a Presbyterian and were living in 

Birmingham then you probably attended a ‘Presbyterian Church in the 

United States’ congregation. That denomination had not merged with the 

Northern congregation until 1983. 

 

4. How does the overall message conveyed by the clergymen (the year: 1963) 

compare with the commentary in (the year: 2019) ‘The Color of 

Compromise’?  


