
Courageous Conversations – LGBTQIA+ 

DEFINITIONS 
- LGBTQIA+: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual The plus sign 

represents the fact that many communities choose to expand the acronym to include other 
identities 

- Pansexual: the self-identifying term used to describe people who are attracted to people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.  

- Gender Expression (GE). The external manifestations of gender, expressed through such things 
as names, pronouns, clothing, haircuts, behavior, voice, body characteristics, and more.  

- Gender Identity (GI). One’s internal, deeply held sense of gender. Some people identify 
completely with the gender they were assigned at birth (usually male or female), while others 
may identify with only a part of that gender, or not at all. Some people identify with another 
gender entirely. Unlike gender expression, gender identity is not visible to others. 

- Cisgender, or cis (GI) A person whose gender identity matches the gender they were assigned at 
birth. 
 

PCUSA HISTORY 
(See Timeline here: https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-lgbtqia-history-in-the-pc-usa--
JiBbvQQSWSTGX8WQcgLG8SY7#.XROueI1zeu8.twitter) 

- 2011 - After over 40 years of debate, the church finally allowed the ordination of LGBTQIA+ 

Presbyterians. 

- 2011- First openly gay pastor ordained in the PCUSA 

- 2014 – 2015 - The PC(USA) voted to allow ministers and sessions to use their own discernment 

to conduct same-sex marriage ceremonies wherever it was allowed by law. The General 

Assembly also passed Amendment 14-F which revised the section on marriage in the Book of 

Order to include same-sex relationships. 

- 2019 – first know openly transgender and non-binary individuals ordained in the PCUSA 

History of Biblical Translation 
- the English word “homosexual” was not in any Bible until 1946, when it appeared in the Revised 

Standard Version 
- ARSENOKOITAI SHOWS UP IN TWO DIFFERENT VERSES IN THE BIBLE, prior to being translated as 

“homosexual” it was most often translated as “boy molesters” or “boy abusers” 
- the ancient world condoned and encouraged a system whereby young boys (8-12 years old) 

were coupled with older men. Ancient Greek documents show us how even parents utilized this 
abusive system to help their sons advance in society. So, for most of history, most translations 
thought these verses were obviously referring to pederasty, not homosexuality (abuse of power 
being the sin, not homosexuality) 
 

KEY SCRIPTURES 
(See Handouts) 
 
There are seven texts often cited by Christians to condemn homosexuality: Noah and Ham (Genesis 
9:20–27), Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:1–11), Levitical laws condemning same-sex relationships 
(Leviticus 18:22, 20:13), two words in two Second Testament vice lists (1 Corinthians 6:9–10; 1 Timothy 
1:10), and Paul's letter to the Romans (Romans 1:26–27). Some believe that these do not refer to 
homosexual relationships between two free, adult, and loving individuals. They describe rape or 
attempted rape (Genesis 9:20–27, 19:1–11), cultic prostitution (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13), male 
prostitution and pederasty (1 Corinthians 6:9–10; 1 Timothy 1:10), and the Isis cult in Rome (Romans 
1:26–27). 
 
 

https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-lgbtqia-history-in-the-pc-usa--JiBbvQQSWSTGX8WQcgLG8SY7%23.XROueI1zeu8.twitter
https://www.sutori.com/story/timeline-of-lgbtqia-history-in-the-pc-usa--JiBbvQQSWSTGX8WQcgLG8SY7%23.XROueI1zeu8.twitter


QUEER THEOLOGY 
- Doctrine of the Trinity, Transfiguration, David/Jonathan 

 
RESOURCES 
More Light Presbyterians - https://mlp.org/ 
Covenant Network of Presbyterians - https://covnetpres.org/resources/ 
It Gets Better Project - https://itgetsbetter.org/ 
Queer Theology - https://www.queertheology.com/  
 

Discussion Questions: 

- Our PCUSA denomination is a welcoming church to the LGBTQ community and we ordain pastors, 

elders, and deacons regardless of their sexual orientation. How can Rolling Bay Pres better celebrate 

that openness? 

- How should we engage or adapt when new scriptural interpretations emerge (on any topic)? 

- How should the church navigate differing views on this topic within a congregation? 

https://covnetpres.org/resources/
https://itgetsbetter.org/
https://www.queertheology.com/

