
Online Worship                           July 12, 2020 
 
Prelude   Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us arr. by Larry Shackley        Nancy Lyman 
 
Welcome   
 
*Call To Worship                  Rev. Marty Shelton-Jenck 
Leader:  Come, come everyone and praise the Lord. 
People: Let us praise God who lifts our spirits every day. 
Leader:  We come with our joys and we come with our sorrows. 
People:  We have nothing to fear for God promises to lead us home. 
 
*Hymn #240  Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 
V. 1:  Praise, my soul, the God of heaven, glad of heart your carols raise; ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like me, should sing God's praise. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the Maker all your days! 
V. 2:  Praise God for the grace and favour shown our forebears in distress; God is still the same forever, slow to 
chide and swift to bless. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Sing our Maker's faithfulness! 
V. 4:  Frail as summer's flower we flourish; blows the wind and it is gone; but, while mortals rise and perish, 
God endures unchanging on. Hallelujah! hallelujah! Praise the high eternal one. 
 
*Unison Morning Prayer                Rev. Marty Shelton-Jenck 
God of persistent grace, we proclaim:  
in you, the darkness is never too deep,  
in you, hope is never too much of a risk,  
in you, joy is never too far away.  
There are moments when our faith in you is fragile, but the sturdiness of your love and mercy is not 
dependent on our ability to trust it. You are God and we are not. We are fragile and you are not. Forgive us 
when we forget this and remind us that, in you, good news is ever present. Amen. 
(Please take a moment of silent prayer.) 
 
*Assurance of Pardon & Passing of The Peace 
 
*Gloria Patri  
 
First Reading      The Book of Acts 28: 17-22 New Revised Standard Version              Alan Westphal 
17 Three days later Paul called together the local leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, he said to 
them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, yet I was 
arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 18 When they had examined me, the Romans wanted to 
release me, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But when the Jews objected, I 
was compelled to appeal to the emperor—even though I had no charge to bring against my nation. 20 For this 
reason therefore I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is for the sake of the hope of Israel that I 
am bound with this chain.” 21 They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, and none of 
the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything evil about you. 22 But we would like to hear from 
you what you think, for with regard to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against.” 
Liturgist:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word  People: Thanks Be To God 
 
Anthem      If My People Will Pray  by Jimmy Owens       
       Recording of our Chancel Choir from January 2016 
        with Arni Blomquist, piano and Nancy Lyman, organ 
 

     Text - If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves and pray. If My people, which 
are called by My name, shall seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin. If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves and pray. I will for-
give their sin and heal their land. If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves and 
pray. (Words from 2 Chronicles 7: 14) 
   
Second Reading   The Book of Acts 28: 23-31 New Revised Standard Version     Rev. Marty Shelton-Jenck 
After the Jewish leaders had set a day to meet with Paul, they came to him at his lodgings in great numbers. 
From morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to 
convince them about Jesus both from the law of Moses and from the prophets. 24 Some were convinced by 
what he had said, while others refused to believe. 25 So they disagreed with each other; and as they were leav-
ing, Paul made one further statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through the 
prophet Isaiah, 



26 ‘Go to this people and say, 
You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
    and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 
27 For this people’s heart has grown dull, 
    and their ears are hard of hearing, 
        and they have shut their eyes; 
        so that they might not look with their eyes, 
    and listen with their ears, 
and understand with their heart and turn— 
    and I would heal them.’ 
28 Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”  
30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 
Liturgist:  Holy Wisdom, Holy Word People: Thanks Be To God 
 
Sermon    It Doesn’t Get Any Better?                 Rev. Marty Shelton-Jenck  
 
*Hymn #674  Fight the Good Fight (Duke Street tune) 
V. 1:  Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your strength and Christ your right; lay hold on life, and 
it shall be your joy and crown eternally. 
V. 2:  Run the straight race through God's good grace; lift up your eyes, and seek Christ's face. Life with its path 
before us lies; Christ is the way, and Christ the prize. 
V. 4:  Faint not, nor fear, God's arms are near; God changes not and you are dear. Only believe, and Christ shall 
be your all in all eternally. 
 
Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Offer Our Gifts To God 
 
Offertory Video      Inimitable  by Jane Landstra and Ken Embrey   
           ("Inimitable" Definition: so good or unusual as to be impossible to copy; unique.) 
 

*Doxology 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn  O God, As We Pause (St. Denio tune: "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise") 
V. 1:  O God, as we pause from our usual ways, as millions stay home, as we count passing days, may we learn 
what matters - what really has worth. May we seek your reign as we live here on earth. 
V. 2:  May we find your blessings in small, common things; may we learn the joy that community brings. In 
loving our neighbors, in stopping to pray, may we know your presence in each passing day. 
V. 3:  God, may we reflect on a world that has changed - a world where our values have been rearranged. For 
those who once thought they could stand by themselves now value the workers who restock the shelves. 
V. 4:  As greed and injustice are being laid bare, may we build a nation that's loving and fair. God, give us the 
courage to change what we can, to work for the justice that's part of your plan. 
V. 5:  So, turn us around, Lord, to make your world new; May we seek, in all things, to first follow you. In 
change and in sorrow may we seek your reign. O God, in our pausing, restore us again!   
(Words by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 2020 All Rights Reserved, used with permission) 
 
*Congregational Charge 
Go out to the world in peace.  Have courage. Hold on to what is good.  Return no one evil for evil.  
Strengthen the fainthearted.  Support the weak.  Help the suffering.  Honor all people.  Love and Serve the 
Lord.  Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Postlude       Let Us With A Gladsome Mind  by  Albert L. Travis        Nancy Lyman 

 


