
Online Worship          April 11, 2021 
 
Prelude O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing  by Jean François Dandrieu   Nancy Lyman 
 
Welcome  
 
Opening Hymn  Lift High the Cross 
Chorus:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
V. 1:  Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
V. 2:  All newborn servants of the Crucified bear on their brow the seal of Christ who died. 
Ch: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
V. 3:  O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, your death has brought us life eternally. 
V. 4:  So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the Crucified for victory. 
Ch: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon (written by Thom Shuman, and posted on 
Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/) 
 

One: When we keep our faults and failures locked safely away, we have no need to confess. 
But God comes into our hearts when we least expect, so we can be filled with forgiveness, with 
hope, with peace. Please join me as we pray, saying, 
 

All: God of empty tombs and empty people: when we hesitate to speak of your hope, forgive 
us, and give us voice. When we find it difficult to love another, forgive us, and give us new 
compassion. When we want to stand with the high and mighty, forgive us, and put us next to 
the poor and oppressed. When we stay locked behind our fears and doubts, forgive us, and 
send us out to share your grace. When we cannot believe your Word of new life, forgive us, 
and fill us with your joy. 
 

One: Christ comes into every shadowed corner of our lives with the light of Easter. Christ comes 
into the locked rooms of our faults, and gifts us with grace and hope. Christ comes, to fill us 
with peace, that we may proclaim the good news of mercy and forgiveness. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. Christ has come to us. Amen. 
 
Special Music          Now the Green Blade Rises  arr. by Jason W. Krug       Handbell Ensemble 

Ringers:  Anne Ackenhusen, Candy Kanter, Iris Eimon, Jennifer Wilhoit and Nancy Lyman 
 
Scripture  John 20:19-31  NRSV             Ted Eimon 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 



finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.”30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Sermon        “Seeing is Not Believing”       Rev. Laura Terasaki 
 
Special Music           Meditations of Assurance  by Rebecca and Dan Edwards                 Handbells 

with Candy Kanter, flute  and  Megan Kennedy, cello   Recording from February 2020 
 
Pastoral Prayer* and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Offering and the Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn  Blessed Assurance 
V. 1:  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, 
purchase of God, born of the Spirit, washed in Christ's blood. 
Ch:  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; this is my story, this is 
my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 
V. 2:  Perfect submission, perfect delight! Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; angels 
descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  
Ch:  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; this is my story, this is 
my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 
V. 3:  Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Saviour am happy and blessed; watching and 
waiting, looking above, filled with God's goodness, lost in Christ's love. 
Ch:  This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; this is my story, this is 
my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 
Congregational Charge 
People: Go out to the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to what is good. Return no one 
evil for evil. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the suffering. Honor all 
people. Love and serve the Lord. Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Postlude   Revive Us Again  by John J. Husband, arr. by Larry Shackley   Nancy Lyman 
 
*Pastoral Prayer (written by Susan Miller (alt), and posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters 
for Sunday website. http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/) 
 


