
Sunday Worship                November 29, 2020 

Prelude        Cold December Flies Away  by Michael Barker        Candy Kanter, flute & Nancy Lyman, piano 

Welcome 
  
Advent Candle Lighting 
  
Opening Hymn  Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
V. 1:  Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let 
us find our rest in thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of 
every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
V. 2:  Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious 
kingdom bring. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all-sufficient merit raise 
us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Prayer of Confession and the Assurance of Pardon 
 

People: Merciful God,  
We confess that we do not know 
how to prepare for your Advent. 
We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; 
We have ignored the promise of your kingdom; 
We get distracted by all the busyness of this season. 
Forgive us, God. 
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, 
the intelligent courage of the Magi, 
and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph. 
 

Leader: As we hear the ancient prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, 
we long for the day when death will be swallowed up 
and every tear will be wiped away. 
As we wait expectantly 
for Christ’s promised return, 
we live in the assurance of God’s gracious forgiveness. Amen. 
  
Instrumental Meditation  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   arr. by Fred Bock 
               Candy Kanter, flute & Nancy Lyman, piano 
  
Scripture – Luke 21:25-36                            Diane Horan 
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29 Then he told them a parable: 
“Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 
know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 



place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34 “Be on guard so that your 
hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 
that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.  People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon     “Looking for the Fig Tree”          Rev. Laura Terasaki 
 
Solo     An Advent Question by Herb Frombach and David Lantz III 
                       Sharon Acton, soloist; Candy Kanter, flute; Nancy Lyman, piano 
 
 Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
  
Invitation to Offering and the Prayer of Dedication 
  
Closing Hymn #9  People, Look East 
V. 1:  People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are 
able, trim the hearth and set the table. People, look east and sing today: Love the guest is on the way. 
V. 4:  Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the 
frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.  People, look east and sing today: Love the star is on 
the way. 
V. 5:  Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. Set every peak and 
valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord is on 
the way. 
 
Congregational Charge 
People: Go out to the world in peace. Have courage. Hold on to what is good. Return no one evil for 
evil. Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the suffering. Honor all people. Love and 
serve the Lord. Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Postlude     Bright Spark  by Christopher Norton       Candy Kanter, flute & Nancy Lyman, piano 
 
 


