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B I B L E  S T O R Y

This I Promise You
Palm Sunday
John 12:9-16

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“In this world you will have trouble. 
But be encouraged! I have won 

the battle over the world.”
John 16:33b, NIrV 

L I F E  A P P

Hope—Believing that
something good can come

out of something bad

B O T T O M  L I N E

Whatever happens, remember 
God keeps His promises.

B A S I C  T R U T H

I can trust God no matter what.

25 MINUTES 10 MINUTES
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Host is on stage, welcoming the kids as they enter. 

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version) 
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme

OPENER
H O S T:  “Hey, everybody! Happy Palm Sunday! If you don’t know what Palm 
Sunday is all about, don’t worry. You’ll find out soon. But for now, just know 
that it’s all part of the lead-up to the big day that happens one week from now: 
Easter!

“I love celebrating this time of year because it reminds me that whatever 
happens, I can have hope. 

CG: Hope Slide

“Hope is believing that something good can come out of something bad.

CG: Theme Slide

“Sometimes life goes exactly the way we want it to. But that’s not always 
the case, is it? Nope. Often the exact opposite happens, and we can end 
up getting frustrated, sad, or scared. That’s why we need to remember to 
choose hope. We need to trust that there’s a bigger story—that God can bring 
something good even when things might seem the darkest.

“So what can you do when you really can’t see anything? You have to rely on a 
different sense instead: the sense of touch! That’s what our game is about 
today. I need three contestants who want to put on a blindfold and play 
‘What’s in the Bag?’
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CG: “What’s in the Bag?” Slide
SFX: Cheesy game show music

Bring up three kids. Put blindfolds on the contestants.

(To contestants) “All right. Contestants, can you see anything? How many fingers am I holding up? (Hold up three 

fingers in front of them.) Good.

“I’ve got a bag here for each of you.

Crinkle the bags on the table.

“All three of you have the same item in your bag. When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll reach inside your bag and try to figure out 

what’s inside. The first one of you to shout out the answer wins the round. Then I’ll give you a new bag for round 

two, and so on. We’ll play five rounds total. Sound good?

“Let’s get started with bag one. (To audience) Audience, say it with me.” (Point to the screen.)

K I D S  A N D  H O S T:  “What’s in the bag?”

H O S T:  “Ready? Go!”

SFX: Cheesy game show music

Comment on the action. Listen for a kid to shout out the correct answer. (If a kid shouts out an incorrect answer, 
just quickly play it off: “Good try, but guess again!”)

(When a kid answers correctly) “[Kid’s name] thinks it’s a lemon. [Kid’s name], go ahead and hold it up so we can see. 
(Pause.) It is a lemon!

SFX: Correct answer ding/applause

Put away the first round of bags and set down the second set of bags. Go through all five rounds the same way, 
encouraging all three contestants as you go.

SFX: Cheesy game show music (each time)
SFX: Correct answer ding/applause (each time)

“That was amazing! Great job, contestants. You successfully used the sense of touch, even when you couldn’t see.

Crack one of the glow sticks from the last round so it starts to glow.

“And you know, this might come in handy in a minute.
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(To audience) Let’s give all of our contestants a big hand and get ready for an awesome story!

Get the blindfolds back from the contestants and dismiss them to their seats. 

STORY
CG: Play Bible Story Video

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “The first Palm Sunday was an exciting day! The people were overjoyed as they welcomed Jesus, 
their promised King.

“But Jesus didn’t come to rule over them—at least, not in the way they were expecting. He had a different mission. 
He had come to Jerusalem to go to the cross. He had come to make a way so that all of us could have a relationship 
with God that will last forever. He knew that He would have to die for our sins and then He would come back to life. 
He would prove once and for all that He really is God’s Son.

“Of course, no one knew that at the time. The religious leaders refused to believe that Jesus is in fact the Savior. 
And even the people who did believe in Jesus would have never expected things to go the way they did over the 
next few days. When they saw Jesus get arrested and go to the cross, they completely lost hope. Things were about 
to get really dark for Jesus and His followers. But it was all part of God’s plan.

“When things start to look dark or scary—when it’s hard for YOU to remember to have hope—remember this.

CG: Bottom Line Slide

“Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide

“He does—every time! He said He would send a Savior, and He did. He said that He’ll always be with you, and He 
absolutely will. As we get ready to celebrate Easter together, let’s remember how exciting it was for the people of 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday when they saw God’s promises coming true right before their eyes.

“Let’s pray.”

PRAY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Dear God, it’s so cool to see how Your promises came true in Jesus. You knew we needed a Savior. 
You sent Jesus to make a way for us, so we could have a relationship with You that will last forever. Thank You! Help 
us to remember to have hope in You, even when life gets dark and scary. Help us to trust You and celebrate all that 
You’re doing in our lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
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WORSHIP
H O S T:  “Hey, everyone! You know what? I’ve got an idea. You know how the people celebrated when Jesus came to 
Jerusalem? Well, THEY had palm branches and coats, but I know something WE can use: glow sticks!

Hold up the glow stick from the Opener.

“After all, Jesus is the light of the world, right? (Pause for response.) You bet He is! So I think we should have a glow 
worship party! Who’s in?

ROOM LIGHTS: Off

Hand out a glow stick to each person, with the help of the Worship Leaders.

(Referencing the Worship Leaders) “I’ll let my friends take it from here. We’ll sing some fun songs together, and you 
can wave your glow sticks and use them to do the motions!”

Host goes into the audience to sing and dance with the kids.

SFX: Play first track

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  During this next song, we are going to have offering and communion. If you have made the 
decision to follow Jesus and have followed Him through baptism, you can come up and take a cracker and juice. If 
you have been thinking about following Jesus with your life, find a leader and talk to them during this time. Let's 
worship our awesome God. 

SFX: Play communion song
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Host goes up on stage. Worship Leaders exit.

ROOM LIGHTS: On
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide

CLOSER
H O S T:  That was so fun! You can hold your glow sticks still for a minute. Actually, I have a better idea. Raise your 
glow stick if you’ve ever made a promise. (Pause for response.) Raise your glow stick if you’ve ever KEPT a promise. 
(Pause for response.) (Cringing) Raise your glow stick if you’ve ever BROKEN a promise. (Pause for response.) Yeah. 
That’s what I thought.

“Unfortunately, we don’t always keep our promises. But God ALWAYS does. When He says something will happen, 
it’ll happen. When God promises that something is true, you know it’s true. His promises might not come true 
exactly the way we expect, but we can trust that they WILL come true.

CG: Bottom Line Slide

“Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.

“Now it’s time for you to ‘glow’ to Small Group and talk some more about God’s promises. Have fun!”




