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Dirty Jobs: Somebody’s gotta do it
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B I B L E  S T O R Y

Rebuild This City
The Wall is Rebuilt

Nehemiah 3–4,
6:15-16, 8:1-17 

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

“Work at everything you
do with all your heart.
Work as if you were

working for the Lord.”  
Colossians 3:23a, NIrV

L I F E  A P P

Initiative—Seeing what needs
to be done and doing it

B O T T O M  L I N E

Look for ways to celebrate
what God has done.

B A S I C  T R U T H

I can trust God no matter what.

25 MINUTES 10 MINUTES
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Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and 
prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 
CG: Theme Slide

Host is on stage, welcoming the kids as they enter.

Optional CG (Media Package): Countdown Video

OPENER
H O S T :  “Hey, everybody! I’m so glad you’re here. All month long we’ve been 
talking about initiative. Who can tell me what initiative means? (Pause for 
response.)

CG: Initiative Slide

“Right! Initiative is seeing what needs to be done and doing it. You see
a fingerprint on the wall? Wipe it off. (Pretend to scrub the wall.) Someone 
missed the trash can with their empty bag of chips? Assist! (Pretend to pick it 
up and toss it in a trash can.) You see a friend who seems stressed out? Tell her 
a joke and make her laugh!

“We’ve done a lot of dirty jobs this month—like sock-matching and laundry 
basketball. Who’s ready for one more? Let me get two pairs of contestants. 
Come on over here to these beds.

Choose four kid contestants (two pairs). Walk them over to the two 
cots with disheveled bedding.

(To contestants) “Contestants, let me ask you something first. Do any of you 
make your bed every morning before you leave your room? Or do you leave 
it looking like this? It’s okay. I think most of us leave a big pile of sheets and 
blankets. (To audience) Does anyone in here make your bed every single 
morning? (Pause for response.) Wow—impressive!

“Well, our friends here are about to do what needs to be done: making these 
beds. (To contestants) It’s very simple. When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll have 60 seconds 
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to work with your partner and try to make your bed. That means the bottom sheet, the top sheet, blankets, pillows—
all of it. Remember, it has to LOOK good, too.

“The team with the best-looking bed after 60 seconds is the winner. (To contestants) We’ll be cheering you on! 
Ready, set, GO!

SFX: Start the timer

Comment on the action and cheer for the contestants. 

“Incredible! Way to go. Both teams gave a brave effort, but I’m going to have to give it to [kid’s name] and [kid’s 
name]. But, hey, all four of you get to sit on your beds here and enjoy some VIP seating during our story!

“But first, everyone stand up, because it’s time for us to sing and worship God together.”

WORSHIP
W O R S H I P  L E A D E R  “Today we’re looking for ways to celebrate what God has done. I can’t think of a better way to 
do that then to get loud—to sing, shout, jump, dance, clap our hands, and just give praise to God. He is awesome! I 
can’t stop singing and shouting His praises. Come on. Let’s get loud together!

SFX: Play first song 

“That’s right! We won’t stop singing God’s praise. Ephesians 3:20-21 says: God is able to do far more than we could 
ever ask for or imagine. He does everything by his power that is working in us. Give him glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus. Give him glory through all time and for ever and ever. Amen (NIrV). Let’s give Him all the glory today. 

We're going to have communion during this next song. Those of you who have been saved and baptized can come 
up for communion at this time. We just had a baptism last week! Super awesome! Journey made the decision that 
she needed Jesus in her life. She was tired of sinning and wanted Jesus to forgive her for those sins. She made the 
choice to follow God the rest of her life and live according to Him, so she was baptized. If you have not been 
baptized, take this time to pray to God and thank Him for all the great things he has given you. Or pray for anyone 
who needs prayers. You can also bring up your offering if you have one.

SFX: Play second song.

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide

STORY
SETTING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “If you’ve been here along the way, then you know the back story of who Nehemiah is and how we 
got to this point. But let's catch all of us up really quickly.
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WRAPPING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “The people were filled with JOY as they began to remember all that God had done for them—
both back during the time of Moses and now, during the time of Nehemiah. God had taken them from broken-down 
walls and burnt gates to a strong, bright future—because Nehemiah had shown initiative. Nehemiah chose to [Basic 
Truth] trust God no matter what, to ACT when he saw something that needed to be done, and to do whatever it 
took to finish the job.

“As the people celebrated the Feast of Booths, they recognized all that God had done for them along the way. 
(Point to the icons on the wall of boxes.) And it did their hearts so much good. We can do the same!

CG: Bottom Line Slide

“Look for ways to celebrate what God has done.

“After all, God deserves our praise. He wants us to celebrate the good things He’s done for us. I know He’s done 
great things for you, for me, and for everyone here in this room. He cares about us. He’s always with us. We’re never 
alone because of His great love. Let’s take some time to talk to Him and thank Him. Would you pray with me?”

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide

PRAY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “God, we’re so thankful for You and for all the ways You’re working in our lives. You are good! We 
can trust You. You’ve given us love, joy, and purpose that fills our hearts as we live each day. Help us to take time to 
celebrate You like the people did—to stop and say thank You for who You are and what You’ve done. We love You 
and we pray in Jesus’ name, amen.”
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CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide

CLOSER
H O S T:  “You know, sometimes it’s hard for us to take time to celebrate what God has done in our lives. We don’t 
MEAN to forget, but we get so busy with everything going on all around us.

“When Nehemiah and the people finished building the wall, they got together at a time when God wanted them to 
celebrate. When they heard God’s Word, they got sad. But Nehemiah and the priests reminded them that it was no 
time for sadness. God wanted them to throw a party! 

“We tend to take extra time to celebrate God when it’s a natural time to do that—like Christmas and Easter. And 
that’s awesome! There’s a reason why there are special times of year when we really focus on God. It’s kind of like the 
Israelites with the Feast of Booths.

“If you think about it, though, God deserves our praise ALL the time.

CG: Bottom Line Slide

“That’s why we’ve got to look for ways to celebrate what God has done.

“On a normal Tuesday, when you’re taking the dog for a walk, you can talk to Him and thank Him. You and your 
friends can remember to thank God when something really great happens. As you drift off to sleep at night, you can 
think about some of the prayers God has answered before in your life. Best of all, you can remember how He sent 
Jesus to die on the cross and pay for your sins, so you can have the promise of life with Him forever!

“There are so many ways to celebrate God and remember what He’s done for you. You get to talk some more about 
that in your small group. I’ll see you later!”




