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Old Donation Episcopal Church 

Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love                   
Joyfully worshiping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit 

Christian Formation & Sunday School Begin 
9:30am-10:15am 

for all ages! 

•Sunday, 8 September• 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks, our Students & our Teachers 
at all services! 

Annual Ministry Fair 
 

in the parking lot after the 10:30am services 

Did you find ODEC after 2016?  
 

Save The Date! 
 

Thursday, 19 September  

5:30pm in Alfriend House 
 

See page 4 for more information! 

Wednesday Nights  
18 & 25 September 

What does it mean to be a bishop or deacon?  
See page 7 for more information! 
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interesting system designed to give equal weight to the 
discernment of ordained clergy and lay members of the 
diocese.  
 

The process is to have a series of ballots. The “winner” 
will be the nominee with a majority of the ballots cast by 
both “Lay” and “Ordained” on the same ballot. Until 
someone is elected, we continue to have additional 
ballots. Typically it requires 3-5 ballots before someone 
emerges as the choice of the Council (with those who 
appear to not be drawing support withdrawing). Our 
delegation for the election includes our clergy (Bob, 
Ashley, and Fred), as well as 6 members elected by our 
vestry: Mike McGraw, Bill Waide, Melissa Waide, Dan 
Ries, Gretchen Hood, and Brad Croteau.  
 

The diocese has six nominees for bishop. They will 
appear together in “walkabouts” in various locations in 
the diocese next week where we get to see them answer 
questions and present a vision for their ministry. The 
closest meeting is Friday, September 6, at 7:00pm at 
Galilee in Virginia Beach. All of you are invited! That 
particular meeting will also be broadcast online.  
 

Wednesday nights: Bishop, Deacon and CALLING 
Our Wednesday night series of teachings will kick off 
with a discussion of “Called by God?” Thinking about 
the roles of life and lifestyle for bishop, priest, and 
deacon can inform our ideas of how God calls all folks to 
a life and ministry, including lay. On the Wednesday 
before the election (Sept 18), we will talk specifically 
about what is important, or not, about bishops. 
Sometimes it seems who the bishop is has little impact on 
the parish. I want to argue for why it should make a BIG 
difference. We will look at how the vows for ordination 
for bishop and deacon shape a holy life to which we are 
ALL CALLED. 
 

Celebration of Ministry 
September 8 is HUGE for ODEC. All Sunday School 
classes begin again. The choir is back in full force. 
Vacations are over so the church will be full (if you show 
up!). One of our great traditions is the Celebration of 
Ministry after 10:30 services. Most of our ministries will 
have displays of what they do and people who can answer 
questions. There are so many ways for you to use your 
gifts. This is a good time to wander around - and they 
always have food, too! I’m always amazed to see just how 
many different things we do to serve the community, or 
to serve God in our worship or in study. Don’t miss this 
fun day because you might find just where God is calling 
you.  

Bowling for FUN? 
Nine years ago Robert Putnam wrote a groundbreaking 
best seller book, “Bowling Alone: the Collapse and 
Revival of American Community.” His research showed 
how traditional community life has sharply diminished. 
The title reflected data that showed more people are 
bowling. But fewer than ever in leagues or community. 
“Bowling alone” was a symptom of our trend toward 
isolation.  
 

Well, Old Donation is bucking the trend! Last Sunday 
night about 30 of us enjoyed a free night of bowling at 
Norfolk Lanes. On page 5 you see details if you want to 
join us. But I mostly want to reflect on how that reflects 
so favorably on all the good news going on in ODEC. 
Putnam is correct. Our society is more fractured than 
ever. And in our fracturing, we tend to isolate and 
reinforce the division. The dis-ease deepens.  
 

A major part of the solution is Christ at the center of 
faithful healthy community. JOY dinner last month had 
29 in attendance. Over 50 showed up for our day of 
healing with the Bell Ringing. Worship in three out of 
four of our weekly services didn’t slip at all for the 
summer. The coffee hour and the buzz after worship 
service reflects people who ENJOY being together. God is 
in our midst. If you are missing community, step back 
into the circle.  
 

Healing Day: Bell Ringing 
Last Sunday in our prayers, preaching, and special service 
of repentance and reconciliation, we remembered and 
honored the first Africans brought as slaves to Virginia. 
The 3:00 Bell Ringing drew about 50 of us in response to 
a call from the National Park Service and Presiding 
Bishop Curry of TEC. As I said in my sermon, there is a 
natural instinct to avoid ugly parts of our past, both 
individually and as a people. A Christian’s work requires 
honest reflection, confession, and making amends as 
elements of reconciliation. The wounds of our past, 
which were never healed, still infect our present. Our 
prayer is for truth and reconciliation, finding a way to 
forge a united people in God’s vision of the kingdom.  
 

New BISHOP 
September 21 will be a big day in the life of our Church. 
Clergy and lay leaders from all over the diocese will spend 
the day in Dinwiddie High School electing our next 
bishop (God willing). The election for a bishop is an 

 

From our Rector 
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A number of years ago, when I was in the discernment 
process for ordination, one of the tasks in the program I 
was in was to write weekly theological reflections. Some 
of you know what these are. The idea is that throughout 
your week, you look for God to show up. You observe the 
world around you, and then reflect on a simple moment, 
often something mundane and ordinary, where God has 
shone through. 
 

I was in church one Sunday at Harriet Chapel, my spon-
soring parish—a very small parish in Thurmont, MD with 
an average Sunday attendance of about 25. The service 
had begun, and out of the corner of my eye I noticed 
someone in the row behind me trying to inconspicuously 
take off his jacket, shrugging and wiggling his arms quiet-
ly. Without a word, the person behind him reached for-
ward and slid the coat off, setting it down on the pew 
next to him. Not five minutes later, a woman across the 
aisle and a few pews in front of me was reaching behind 
her seated body for her jacket, trying to pull it up and 
over her shoulders without making a commotion. With-
out a word, the person behind her reached forward and 
slid the coat on, holding it steady so she could pull her 
arms through. 
 

And, isn’t that church? Isn’t that Christian community? 
We help one another to shed our burdens, to remove the 
layers that threaten to suffocate us. And we help add 
warmth and comfort to one another’s lives, shelter and 
protection from the cold and harsh reality of the world. 
Most of the time, we do this work silently, without want-
ing attention or making a commotion. Because it’s not 
about what we’re doing, but about the life we’re creating 
and building together, one that looks as much as possible 
as God’s Kingdom here on Earth.  
 

That was my theological reflection for the week, and it’s 
one that’s stuck with me. If you’ve never written one, I 
encourage you to do so. Or, if you don’t write anything 
down, just reflect on your own. There’s a part of me that 
misses doing them, and maybe I will again. But for now, I 
have these monthly articles to write to you, and that will 
suffice. 
 

Peace, my friends. 

The beginning of another school year gives rise to the 
thought, “Have you ever felt like the new kid on the 
block, eager to find your place and settle in?” Well this 
year, our kids aren’t the only ones feeling some level of 
anticipation and maybe even nervous excitement: I, too, 
want to meet new faces and make new friends, only not 
seated in a school desk, but here in the wonderful faith 
community at ODEC. 
 

Oh, forgive me, I was so excited there that I forgot to in-
troduce myself! I’m Summer Johnson, your new Chil-
dren’s and Youth Minister. Born and raised right here in 
Hampton Roads, I’m the happy wife of Sonny and proud 
mama of Charlotte, a rising sixth-grader. 
 

From my first time volunteering at VBS, to this last year 
spent singing with Random Acts in the Sundays @5 ser-
vice, I’ve felt drawn to ODEC. In July, I was so happy to 
finally “officially” join the church, and even happier 
when God opened the door for me to minister to chil-
dren and youth, my heart’s work for many years now.  
 

I’m still putting faces to names, so please come up and 
introduce yourself to this “new kid” soon, as I look for-
ward to making new friends and serving our faith com-
munity well. 
 

~Summer Johnson 
Children’s & Youth Minister 
youth@olddonation.org 

Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

Holy Eucharist  September 8th at 5:00pm  
This is a great opportunity to bring furry guests! 

From our Associate Rector From our Youth Minister 

Summer Wednesdays were once again energizing, 
fun, enjoyable and spiritually uplifting. We watched three 
movies, each totally different. “Guardians of the Galaxy” 
was classic super-hero humor (with more violence than 
some desired). It was full of allusions and parallels we 
discovered to Scripture stories. “Philomena” was an excel-
lent movie that all enjoyed. Based on a true account of 
Irish adoption, it was full of spiritual/ethical contests. 
Last night’s “The Best of Enemies” focused on the inte-
gration of Durham public schools in the early 70’s. All 
three had themes of sin and forgiveness, loss and rebirth, 
community and conflict. In these wonderful “secular” 
films there is so much to see when we can gather in com-
munity and do some work of reflection. So, start collect-
ing nominations for NEXT Summer! 
 

Special thanks goes to Melyssa Aldrich, Vicki Dorsett, 
Marcia Torres and Judy Kuhns who have cooked, orga-
nized, tossed salads, and generally been super support to 
make Wednesday nights easy and enjoyable fellowship! 

mailto:youth@olddonation.org
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Stewardship is Mmm Mmm Good. 
 

Summer is winding down. Days are getting shorter and yes, cooler days will soon follow. However, things are heat-
ing up here at ODEC and your Stewardship Commission is preparing to get the ball rolling. We are hosting the 
annual ODEC “Celebration of Ministry” on September 8th immediately after the 10:30 Holy Eucharist services. 
This is your opportunity to engage with the different commissions that carry out all of the stuff that we do across a 
wide range of functions. If you are looking for a way to get involved, the Celebration of Ministry is a great way to 
find your niche. Conversely, if you’re not looking to get involved, come out anyway and find out what all we do. 
Maybe this isn’t the right time for you to jump in, but by just knowing about the different Missions and Ministries 
being conducted here at ODEC, the Holy Spirit may work through you to communicate our work to a friend, 
coworker or neighbor in need.  
 

Later in September, we’ll start our annual stewardship campaign built around a weekly series of short, minute-or-so 
long videos. This year’s stewardship theme is “Mission & Ministry” because that’s what we do. We’re also going to 
try to send the weekly “M&M” video out to via text link as well as e-mail.  You may be seeing M&Ms show up in 
surprising places this fall so when you do, remember that it’s your stewardship that enables our Mission – doing 
Christ’s work in the world, and Ministry – sharing his message of love to all peoples.  

Red lines in the parking lot. Renderings of the new plans hanging on the 
wall. David Beach on the telephone almost every day… Everything is pick-
ing up speed … and faster will be even better because every week we an-
guish about where to put a bible study group or a youth meeting or com-
munity support team.  
 

Parallel to all that, we want to help everyone understand the plan and 
make a pledge to support this parish game-changing work. During the capi-
tal fundraising campaign in 2016, a number of folks, said, “I cannot right 
now, but hopefully I will be better able later.” Others had just walked in 
the door and we respectfully try to not “pounce.” A number of you have 
joined us since 2016. There are others who’ve told us they wish to in-
crease or extend their current pledge to help us do more with less debt.  

 

So: here is what’s coming this month: 
• Accessible pledge cards to make new pledge, or to extend your pledge  
• Encouragement from several who’ve already decided to increase 
• September 19 (5:30pm-7:00pm) Presentation and supper for members new since 2016 
• Leaders ready to meet, explain, and assist 
 

This project will assure ODEC has the room to continue to support our wonderful work for God into the 22nd 
Century. We all have a chance to make a difference.  

Save the Date!  
Thursday, 19 September we will host a supper for all new folks that found ODEC after 2016. 

We want you to be a part of Preserving our Heritage & Building our Future, too! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScUwbvFrn7zjkmNTvf9u9ptXhPzlJiMo580mVtLuswv0Af2dw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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JOY (Just Older Youth) Dinner Group 
We were all sad to see the passing of David Eckhardt, who 
did such a fine job of coordinating the dinners we all enjoy 
so much. Karen and I will do our best to live up to his 
great example.  
 

September Dinner Info: 
Friday, 20 September, 5:30pm at Forbidden Palace  
 

Please RSVP by email with your cell phone number so we 
can build a JOY roster. Or, text your info to 757-477-4460 
 

Good restaurant suggestions you might have are welcome! 
We look forward to more great times together! 
 

~George & Karen Londeree 

Stewardship Shorts At the end of this month, 
you’ll receive a quick video on Saturday mornings with 
aspects of Old Donation’s Mission and Ministry made 
possible by YOUR generosity. These messages are 
short and on point, so please take a look and see how 
a portion of the gifts you received from Christ go back 
to this church to do her mission. 
 

As per our tradition here at Old Donation, All Saints 
Sunday is designated for gathering your 2019 “Red 
Envelope” pledges. Between now and In-Gathering 
Sunday on 3 November, you will see more infor-
mation emphasizing our personal stewardship of God's 
gifts to each of us in Christ’s service.  
 

In Christ, ~Your Stewardship Commission 

Pizza, Wings & Ice Cream Party! 
 

This is a special invitation for those of you who have 
been attending ODEC for a year or less. For good 
food, good conversation, and getting to know your 
clergy better!  Children are welcome - we will have 

games and babysitters! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet. Greet. Eat. 
 

We provide everything!  
You only need to RSVP and show up! 

 

Sunday evening, 6 October, 6:15pm in the Parish Hall 
 

 

We hope you will attend! Please RSVP so we may plan. 
Email Judy Kuhns (or call! 343-6740) for details. 

Young Historians Meeting 
Saturday, 14 Sept, 9:00am - noon in Alfriend House 
We’ll make ornaments to sell at the Oyster Roast! 

Acolyte Festival 
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 
 

Our acolytes will again attend the National Acolyte 
Festival on Saturday, 12 October at the Washington 
National Cathedral. We leave early morning, spend 
the day with over 1,000 acolytes in worship, training, 
and fun in D.C., and return in the early evening. If 
you are interested, let Megan Wilson put your name 
on the list! 
Help Needed! Driver for the church bus to/from DC! 

Daughters of the King  
We are exploring chartering a chapter of The Daughters of 
the King at Old Donation. ODEC Ladies desiring to possi-
bly be a part of this move of God, please speak with 
Frankie Ring or Pat Davis. We will arrange an information-
al gathering soon.   

ODEC Bowling League - Sunday evenings at 
6:45pm starting  September 8th   
 

For everyone, 11th grade and up, even way up!  Any skill 
level - teams can be good or bad, or a 
little of both.  Everyone has an aver-
age and you are awarded a 
“handicap” so everyone starts off 
even. If someone has a 95 average 

and bowls against a 200 average, you start off with a 105 
pin difference. The 95 average bowls a 110 and the 200 
average bowls a 205, the 95 average “wins” by 10 
pins. Come and join in the fun! 
 

We currently have about 40 people signed up, but would 
love to have more. The cost is $13.00/week, which covers 
3 games, and shoes (if needed). Scholarships are available! 
It also includes a few bucks to go into a end of year prize 
fund. We start Sunday, 8 September, and will end before 
Christmas, 14-15 weeks total.   
 

If you already have a partial or full team in mind, please 
email me the names of your teammates. If you do not, we 
will help find you a team.  
 

You are not too old!  Yes, any skill level is fine! Yes, adult 
beverages are available! Yes, you can just come hang 
out!  This is family friendly, for our ODEC family and is a 
league all our own.  
 

For Info, contact Bill Waide!  

mailto:glonderee@verizon.net
mailto:jkuhns809@cox.net
mailto:megewilson@outlook.com
mailto:bill.waide1@gmail.com
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Children’s Sunday School 
Located in the Day School Wing  

PreK-K, 1st-3rd, and 4th-5th grades. 
 

Cycle 1– Paul and the Bright Light 
 

Workshop: Drama with Mairin Genova 
Activity: Super Slo-Mo! Create a Saul-to-Paul video, 
complete with slow and fast motion effects 
Focus: Paul’s incredible conversion, and how it im-
pacts us today 
 

Workshop: Science with Christina Hanawalt 
Activity: How does popcorn pop? 
Focus: Belief and unbelief, and how we can be trans-
formed 
 

Workshop: Music with Denise Wilkenson 
Activity: Write your own lyrics to “Amazing Grace”! 
Focus: Thinking of Paul’s experience of God’s love, 
and expressing our own 
 

*Art Special Session, Sept 29: A group art activity 
with Martha Wilson— painted footprints journeying 
Paul’s faith-walk! 

Paul in the Fall 
September 9:30 in the Parish Hall 

Facilitated by  
Mother Ashley and Father Bob 

 
Paul is one of the most well-known, 
and controversial, Biblical authors 
and characters. Many love him, many 
dislike him, and many aren’t sure 
what to do with him. We’ll spend 

some time over the next few months looking at Paul, his 
theology, and the influence he had over Christianity. 
 
Starting September 8, join us for four weeks just about 
Paul— the time in which he lived, who he was, what he 
wrote, how he contributed. We’ll lay the groundwork for a 
more in-depth look at his theologies and letters in the com-
ing months. You don’t want to miss Formation Hour this 
Fall! 

Youth Sunday School 
Begins September 8th, 9:30-10:15am in Alfriend House 
 
Our 6th/7th and 8th/9th grade classes will be using an 
exciting new curriculum called re:form. It will help our 
youth build their faith foundation by empowering them 
to ask questions as they explore thought-provoking and 
challenging topics. 
 
Our 10th/11th graders will explore what they believe with 
an engaging new group study series. They’ll dive deep into 
topics like prayer and sin to help our teens take owner-
ship of their faith. 
 

Classes: 
Grades 6 & 7—re:form 
Grades 8 & 9—re:form 
Grades 10 & 11—T.B.D. think. believe. do. 

Sunday morning Formation Hour runs from 9:30-10:15am 
This Fall, join our Formation Commission in exploring how the apostle Paul, and other scriptural 

figures, give us guidance for our own journeys and experiences with God.  

Needed:  

Teachers and Shepherds 
We are looking for people to teach and shepherd 

in Children’s Sunday school this year! 
Cycle teachers will teach the same lesson once a 
week for four-weeks to different ages of kids. Lesson 
plans and materials are provided. You may teach as 
many or few cycles as you wish. 
Shepherds As a Shepherd you will show up, pass out 
name tags, and assist the teacher. Your job is to form 
and nurture stable relationships with the children. 
Please contact Summer or Mother Ashley to help! 

Guidance for the Journey 

mailto:youth@olddonation.org
mailto:aurquidi@olddonation.org
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Sunday, 8 September  
at all services 
Teachers and students alike, bring 
your  backpacks and start the school 
year with blessings! 

Episcopal Youth Community 
 

 

We have some changes!  
 

Middle School: This year, our 6-8/9th grade group 
will meet weekly on Sundays from 6:00-7:15pm. Our 
gatherings will feature food, fun and fellowship, as 
well as a brief faith discussion. 
 

Fair warning: we won’t always be in Alfriend House.   
We’re planning some FUN outings roughly every 
month. Below is the schedule for September.  
 

Sept 22: Meet and Greet! 6:00—7:15 in Alfriend 
House. I can’t wait to catch up with all of you at our 
very first meeting of the year! I’ll want to hear input 
from both youth and parents as we go forward, so 
make sure to share your ideas of what you’d like to 
see in our time together this year.  
 

Sept 29: Laser Tag! Scheduling is still in process, but 
barring any complications we’ll have a laser tag out-
ing, with final details coming soon. 
 

It’s going to be a great year, and I can’t wait to begin!
-Summer Johnson 
Children’s & Youth Minister 

Wednesday Nights in September 
 

(New Schedule: Dinner @ 6:00, Program 6:30-7:30) 
 

“Called by God?”  
bishops, deacons and ME? 

Sounds exciting? 
 

We hope to make it so! 
Sept 18: Most of you know that we will elect the next 
Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia (that’s our 
Diocese) this month - September 21, to be exact. But, 
why is having a bishop important? What do they do? 
Why should we care who our bishop is? More vitally, 
what does a bishop's call say about what I’M called to do? 
We’ll talk about all this and more! Bring your questions! 
 

Sept 25: Now we know what a bishop is and does, but… 
what’s a deacon? Who has them, and why? What do they 
do? What can’t they do? We have invited a deacon to join 
us to discuss the role of deacons in the Episcopal church. 
We will look at what about God’s call for deacons in-
forms MY OWN calling? Again, bring any questions 
along!  

CREW 
 Our normal routine resumes! On September 5, we’ll 
start another teaching/discussion series: Gospel Paral-
lels— a look at how the same story is depicted in each of 
the four gospels. We’ll examine similarities and differ-
ences, and discuss the differing significance of each.  
 

When: 5:30-7:00 
Where: Alfriend House 
Who: Young(ish) adults and families. Childcare is pro-
vided for children, who are always welcome. 
What: Dinner, conversation, and fun! 

Monday, 9 September, location TBD— stay tuned! 
Discussion begins at 7pm, come early to order food. 

High Schoolers! 
 We haven’t forgotten about you!  

 

We have a plan for you, but it’s still a loose one. 
We’re looking at regularly scheduled (periodic, not 
weekly) outings, some with other youth groups, but 
I’d love to hear directly from you. So please reach 
out, email me and maybe we could even grab some 
coffee (Starbucks is my love language) one day after 
school. I’m here to facilitate YOUR faith and fellow-
ship community, and I look forward to getting to 
know each of you better.  ~Summer Johnson 

mailto:youth@olddonation.org
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2019 Vestry 
Bill Waide, Senior Warden 
Michelle Stephenson, People’s Warden | Congregational Care 
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning 
Holly Swanson, Day School 
Rebecca Barrio, Christian Formation 
Mitch Bean, Outreach 
Brad Croteau, Buildings & Grounds 
Brennon Pope, Stewardship 
Chaille Lindo, Good News 
Paige Martin, Historic Traditions 
Tony Putzig, Parish Life 
Joe Tucker, Finance 
Peter Hood, Youth Representative 

Valuing our Blessings 

Total Pledge and Plate Received $381,642 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD) 385,800 
Budget / Received Difference -4,518 
 

Number of Pledging Units To General Fund       222 
 

Building Fund 172,825 
Mission of the Holy Spirit 1,111 
Outreach (all other)     3,899 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     5,024 
Worship  5,618 
Julia Tucker Scholarship Fund (Day School)      1,035 

The Historic Church continues to be a center 
of activity. Our Commission recently finished 
refurbishing the iron railings along the path-
ways and staircase of the Church. Thank you 
to Stu Forbes, our “foreman,” and to all our 
members whose hard work and dedication 
allowed us to complete the project weeks 
ahead of schedule.  
 

The next items on our priority list are a new 
marble threshold for the entryway and an ex-
tension of the cement pathway to the parking 
lot, which will improve accessibility. 
 

Vendors are currently working on a number 
of important repair projects. At the moment, 
the window frames and glass are being re-
stored. A number of roof shingles and plates 
are also scheduled to be repaired or replaced. 
Finally, we hope to remove any remaining 
shrubbery, resurface the grounds, and estab-
lish grass along the exterior brickwork of the 
Church this Fall. This work will help preserve 
the structural foundation of our historic 
building.     
~Brad Croteau, Vestry Liaison  

Buildings & Grounds 

Have you moved?   
Please notify the Parish Office of your new mailing 
address!  

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship:  

Where the Good Times Roll! 
The weekly gathering of ODEC men is where the good 
times roll.  Maybe not quite like the musical group “The 
Cars” song of 1978, but we do have fun and quite often 
some serious discussions on spiritual and secular topics.   
 

We take turns providing a program for discussion or about 
our interests. Recently Bill Huber delved into the biography 
of George Woodhouse, a turn of the century “founding fa-
ther” of our reconsecrated ODEC.  Bob Randall led a dis-
cussion of the Diocesan process of electing our next bishop.  
Dick Kreassig reported on the WW II journalist, Ernie Pyle, 
and the impact of D-Day.  Jon Halvorson reflected from his 
recent trip on the beauty of the South Dakota badlands. 
 

We always welcome and encourage newcomers to join us at 
7:00 a.m. We especially encourage our fellow parishioners 
from The Gathering.  At 8:00, the program ends and those 
who have jobs to get to may even leave earlier. We collect 
$2.00 from each to defray our food costs.   

A Note from our Treasurer, Ned Kuhns: 
 

For those who so generously support Old Donation Episcopal Church with their monetary contributions, please be 
aware that the Third Quarter 2019 Offering Statements for the General Fund and the Building Fund will be mailed to 
parishioners at the end of September 2019. If you do not receive your statement(s), or have questions about your gifts, 
please contact Jo-Ann Bach (Pledge Recorder), Terri Piston (Building Fund Accountant), or Diane Miller (Parish Ac-
countant) at 757-497-0563.  

mailto:odec@olddonation.org
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New Building Construction Project 
 

You may notice the title for this month’s article doesn’t include the kitchen renovation, that project is fin-
ished! The next item on the culinary renovation menu will be building the storage area for crockery and glass-
ware, which is part of the construction project. 
 

So, what else has been going on in the month of August? One obvious change is the provision of a small, out-
side sitting area, just beside the Day School entrance, where parents/guardians can take a break whilst drop-
ping off or collecting children and those who simply have a few moments to spare can contemplate the beauty 
of the Church and grounds. What you see is a temporary arrangement that will become a paved sitting area 
under the construction project. 
 

Some of you may also have spotted ladders and scaffolding around the Church. This is a small project to reno-
vate and maintain the windows and woodwork, and seal some of the cement surfaces on the roof and at 
ground level. Once this is completed there will be some additional landscaping around the Church, including 
topsoil to level the ground where the various bushes and trees were removed. The slope by the entrance will 
be graded, so water will run away from the brickwork. Once all this is finished the B&G Commission will be 
able to sow grass seed so the lawn will continue right up to the building. 
 

The new building project is progressing towards the twin goals of obtaining Site and Building permits from 
the City of Virginia Beach. This process is made slightly more convoluted by the addition of the City’s Histori-
cal Review Committee, a group of erstwhile experts tasked with making sure new construction in neighbor-
hoods like ours is in keeping with the existing architecture tone of the area. The new construction project is 
scheduled to go before the Historical Review Committee on 18 Sep, and hopefully our prior planning and 
preparation will give us a successful outcome. 
 

In parallel to the City’s Historical Review process the final construction design was submitted to the City Plan-
ner on 26 Aug. This is the complete set of design drawings fully revised to reflect the design changes I de-
scribed in the June edition of the Bell Ringer. I used an early draft of the drawings to mark out the footprints 
of the new Narthex and Great Hall in red paint on the carpark so Father Bob could get a feel for the space – 
fortunately he found it to be very satisfactory or else we might have been in a bit of a pickle! 
 

Now we can gradually start to turn our attention to the details and to that end, and whilst value engineering 
on the construction plans continues, we have been looking at the audio/visual fit for the Great Hall with the 
audio/visual Contractor and the new IT data network and the connections so that services can be streamed 
from the Church into the new Great Hall. 
 

Last but by no means least, we now have a contract with the Crumley Group, so our internal project manage-
ment team and general contractor are now in place. 
 

I can’t end without mentioning the question I’m asked nearly every day; “when will we break ground?” I have 
a good idea of when that might be but I’m going to keep that close to my chest until we know the outcome of 
the Historical Review in September. Look out for the October edition of the Bell Ringer and, like all good 
drama plots, I leave you on the edge of your seats and wanting more!!!  
 

~David Beach, Building Design Manager 

Thinking about Christmas...in September 
  

Thinking about hot cocoa and sitting by the blazing fire? If so, the Outreach Committee 
seeks "elves" to help with our Angel Tree project this year, which brings joy to many children 
and families in our area providing love, kindness and gifts. There is some behind the scenes 
work with this project: calling families, verifying addresses, filling out wishlists/gift tags, organizing bags with 
gifts, wrapping parent presents, and delivering them to homes. If you would like to be a part of this incredible 
ministry helping Vaughn Wilson and his team, please contact Martha Wilson or Melissa Waide.  

mailto:laughingvolcano@yahoo.com
mailto:melissa.waide@chkd.org
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Be a Youth Acolyte!  
 

Needed for both the Historic Church and 
The Gathering. 
 

Contact Megan Wilson to join this ministry! 

Great news…enrollment is booming!  We have 108 chil-
dren enrolled, we have openings in our two day two-year-
old classes, one opening in our 4-day fours and one 
opening in our 5-day fours, and a couple of openings in 
our Kindergarten. The teachers have been busy and we 
are anxious to show off our bright and inviting class-
rooms!   I invite everyone to stop by, say hello and cele-
brate all that is new and familiar at the Day School!   
 

We are so excited for our new gathering space outside of 
the day school entrance!  It will be such a nice place for 
parents to gather and visit with each other.  Thank you 
to David Beach and Bruce Woodhouse for your help in 
providing us with such a great space! 
 

We are continuing the Kroger rewards program. 
You can visit www.kroger.com/communityreward 
and enter our school code VK797 to get signed 

up.  Good news, if you have already registered to help 
out ODEDS in the past…you do not need to do it again. 
 
~Tricia Crawford and Jody Baker, Co-Directors 

Save the Date!  Saturday, 23 November 

Our 84th Oyster Roast! 
The Oyster Roast is approaching and we need volun-
teers.  If you’re looking to support an amazing event con-
tact Jon Halvorson or Betts Werbiskis. We need volun-
teers in all areas from BBQ, Beer Sales to Kitchen prep 
and clean up!   
 

Right now look through your books and kitchen and 
house hold items you no longer need and put them aside 
for collection the end of October. 
 

Because of the success of the Oyster Roast last year we at 
ODEC have fed the hungry, supported the Little Free 
Library, gone to prison to minister to prisoners, support-
ed VB City Chaplains, gone to Belize to provide medical 
help and Ghana to teach children to read. ODEC reach-
es many with the work we do for Oyster Roast. Please 
join us.  Below is the list of the Chairs for the different 
parts of the Event. Look it over and pick where you 
would like to help. We have many opportunities to be an 
Oyster Roast saint. 
 
 

Tony Putzig - BBQ 
Dave Wilkinson - Brunswick Stew 
Rebecca Barrio – Kids Games 
Carolyn Gerace – White Elephant 
Shelby Wilber – Bake Room 
Lisa Teeling – Dining Room 
Sandy Coleman - Pictures with Santa 
Bill Dawson – Kitchen Management 
Leslie Fenter – Oyster Shuckers 
Brennan Pope – Oyster Washers 
Mal Higgins - Parking 
Patricia Cheshire - Advance Ticket Sales 
Tracy Jackson - Book Room 
Janet Neumann - Silent Auction 
Terri Piston - Cashiers 
Doralece Dullaghan - Advertising 
Jonathan Halvorson/Betts Werbiskis – Co-Chairs 
 

Please contact Jon Halvorson at 757-376-3939 or 
Betts Werbiskis at 757-434-2557.  

Day School News 

THANK YOU, “MY GREAT BIG FAMILY” 
 

A blizzard of ANNIVERSARY 
cards descended upon our 
home in June and July. The 
cards were filled with messages 
of joy, thanksgiving and won-
derful memoires from adults 
and children of sharing time 
with them in their Bible 
Study, Sunday School, or 
Wednesday night programs. It 
cheered the hearts of Helen 

and Earl Morris that our 67th wedding  anniversary 
should be appreciated and recognized by so many. The 
latest count was 76 cards and still coming in. 
 

At the 5 o’clock worship service the closing hymn is “The 
Lord Bless You”.  The final refrain ls “And as for me and 
MY GREAT BIG FAMILY, we will trust Him, for tomor-
row.”  Helen and Earl felt enfolded in the love of the 
GREAT BIG ODEC FAMILY and we “Thank you every-
one”. 

mailto:MegEWilson@outlook.com
http://www.kroger.com/communityreward
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Birthdays 

September Celebrations 
Anniversaries  

1  Claudia Rawlings 
2  Vaughn Wilson 
    Nancy Koch 
    Olivia Keller 
    Val Byrnside-Casey 
3  Tom Cantrell 
4   Jo Lupton 
  Jennifer Wheaton  
5   Ed Butts 
     Joe Campbell 
     Maryann Miller 
6   Dillon Browning 
     Cameron Brunick 
     Megan Warneke 
7   Audrey Brown 
     Ben Garrett 
     Patsy Harris 
  Stephanie Rich 
8   Elaine Murray 
9   Ann Hanes 
     Sandy Parsons 
     Ellie Kreassig 
     Ginny Sinclair 
     Carrie Gordon 
     Stacey Howeth 
10 Sally Dudley 
     Issy Brown 
11 Barbara Webster 
     Emily Holmes 
     Patrick Swanson 

12 Sally Gordon 
 Lisa Teeling 
 Brendan O’Donoghue 
 Ginny Burt 
 Liam Malcom 
13 Nita Watterson 
  Mal Higgins 
 Stefanie Hurley 
14 Courtney Pope 
 Elizabeth Luebbert 
 Haley Groce 
 Abigail Myers 
 Alyssa Smith 
 Alan Ormond 
 Cara Hall 
15 Gretchen Hood 
 Winn Tolerton 
 Sophia Wubker 
16 Dick Hanna 
 Yvette Ghormley 
 Drew Pope 
 Megan Wilson 
 Blyth Young 
 Drew Pope 
17 Marguerite Duncan 
 Rachel Scott 
 Tanzie Moore 
 Erol Aydar 
 Peggy O’Neill 
 Ryleigh Wheaton 
18 Joe Tucker 
 Carleigh Fite 

2    Neil & Shannon Koprowski 
6    Mairin & Patrick Genova 
 Marcia & Al Torres 
7    Jennifer & Ricki Schmidt 
8    Barbara & Frank Schweiger 
15  Megan & Robert Johnson 
16 Sonya & Erik Grossgold 
 Stephanie & Matt Rich 
18  Carolyn & Billy Weems 
20  Carl & Julie Sterzing 
21  Marti & Mike Jones 
23 Laura & Michael Hicks 
27  Elizabeth & Jesse Malcom 

19 Justin Eaton 
 Lee Ann Kwiatkowski 
 Ann Vyce 
20  Cole Aydar 
21  Betts Werbiskis 
      Beth Jones 
      Jim Battersby 
22  Bill Thompson 
      Drew Cohen 
      Portia Williams 
      Philip Purrington 
      Rowan McCarty 
 Mary McLellan 
23  Dick Kreassig 
      Amber Lovejoy 
24  Christopher Miller 
      Doug Piston 
      Brett Dudley 
      Lilah Eaton 
25  Pamela Bowles 
      Rachel Higgins 
 27 Leslie Fenter 
      Kelly Cintron 
 Caroline Ross 
      Emmaline Genova 
      Connor Shih 
28 Melissa Waide 
29 Meredith Guzman 
      Brooke Wilkinson 
  Connor Grow 
 30 Dave Foley 
 Cassidy Nordhues 

 
 

Rise in Glory 
 

David Eckhardt 
Heidi Radam 
Helen Morris 

Bobby Watlington 

We welcome our newly baptized! 
Abbygayle Lakota Balling 

 

Congratulations to our newly married! 
Michelle & Larry White 

 

Welcome to our new members! 
Edna Esser 

Alex, Drew, Janet & Chris Stephenson 
Sonny Back & Summer & Charlotte Johnson 

Lynn and Trent Farlin 

Flu Clinic, Sunday, 6 October 8:30am - noon  
 

Flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused 
by influenza viruses that can cause mild to se-
vere illness, possibly resulting in hospitalization 
or death. Children, the elderly, and those with certain health 
conditions are at high risk for flu complications. The flu vac-
cine protects you and others, and is clinically proven to pre-
vent the flu! Pneumovax and Prevnar 13 vaccines will also be 
available at this year’s Flu Clinic.   
 

~Erin Lind DNP, Family Nurse Practitioner-BC, Health and 
Wellness Ministry 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/viruses/index.htm
mailto:erin.lind02@gmail.com
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ELECTRONIC  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:30 - 10:15 a.m.  Christian Formation  
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30 a.m.  The Gathering 
  5:00 p.m. Sundays@5 Informal Holy Eucharist 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
5:00 p.m.  Paws, Prayers & Praise Holy Eucharist 
Thursday 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist                                          
11:00 a.m.  Bible Study 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. Jay Magness, Bishop Pro-tempore 
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate 

Mrs. Summer Johnson, Youth Minister 
4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455 

Phone: 757-497-0563 
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org 

 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors 

Phone:  757-499-2283 
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten 

Day School Hours:  9:00 am - 12:20 pm  
Monday - Friday 

Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm 
odeds@olddonation.org 

http://www.olddonation.org/

