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Historic United Methodist Church Decision 
 

On February 22-26th, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church will meet in   
a special session to make decisions regarding human sexuality. As a denomination we have 
been wrestling with this issue since the 1970’s. The Commission on a Way Forward was 
formed four years ago and has put together three plans going forward.  The One Church 
Plan is the proposal with the most amount of information that has been publicly released.  
I’m including it in bullet form below. Proponents of the One Church Plan believe that      
Christians can disagree about these issues and even have different practices and still work 
together within one church. Our Bishop Schnaze supports the One Church Plan. 
 
Key elements of the One Church Plan: 
 

• The plan states that we are not of one mind regarding human sexuality and affirms  
“those who continue to maintain that the Scriptural witness does not condone the        
practice of homosexuality,” as well as “those who believe the witness of Scripture calls   
us to reconsider the teaching of the church with respect to monogamous homosexual            
relationships.” 

• The definition of marriage is changed from “one man and one woman” to “two adults.” 
• The plan deletes the language, “The United Methodist Church does not condone the 

practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian     
teaching.” 

• NOTE: the above three changes apply to the whole church and are not adaptable by the 
central conferences outside the United States. 

• The plan deletes the requirement that ordained clergy not be self-avowed practicing     
homosexuals, allowing each annual conference board of ordained ministry and clergy 
session to determine how standards relating to human sexuality would apply to candi-
dates for ordination. Those who are ordained clergy must be appointed by the bishop     
to serve. 

• The plan states that ordained deacons and elders, as well as licensed local pastors,     
are not required or compelled to perform any marriage, union, or blessing of same-sex 
couples, nor are they prohibited from doing so. The decision about whether to participate 
in performing a same-sex wedding or blessing would strictly be up to the individual     
clergyperson. 

• The plan provides that clergy who cannot continue to serve in their annual conference 
due to disagreement with the conference’s standards for ordination around human      
sexuality may transfer to a different annual conference. It also provides that clergy who 
cannot continue to serve a given local church due to disagreements over same-sex    
marriage should be reassigned to a different church. 

• The plan forbids clergy from performing a same-sex wedding on church property unless 
the church has approved the use of church property for that purpose by a majority vote of 
the church conference. 

• The plan allows that no bishop is required to license, commission, or ordain any person 
who is a self-avowed practicing homosexual, but that another bishop should be brought in 
to provide these services. The bishop is, however, required to appoint any person who is 
a self-avowed practicing homosexual and is ordained. 

• The plan forbids bishops and district superintendents from either requiring or prohibiting 
pastors from performing same-sex weddings or unions. It also forbids them from either 
requiring or prohibiting local churches from holding same-sex weddings on church proper-
ty. It forbids superintendents (but not bishops) from coercing, threatening, or retaliating 
against any pastor for either performing or refusing to perform a same-sex wedding. 
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• The plan allows an annual conference clergy session to adopt a policy regarding what 

standards to apply to candidates for ministry regarding human sexuality. 
• The plan deletes from the chargeable offenses against clergy being a self-avowed   

practicing homosexual or performing a same-sex wedding. 
• The plan gives central conferences outside the United States 18 months to decide 

whether or not to accept the above proposals or continue with the current Book of     
Discipline. 

• The plan requires any local church leaving the denomination to pay its share of the    
annual conference’s unfunded pension liabilities, but it does not include any additional 
provisions for local churches to leave the denomination and keep their property.    
Whether or not the local church can keep its property is still left up to each bishop and 
each annual conference. 

• The plan provides that any clergy who leave the denomination would have their pension 
benefits converted from a defined benefit to a defined contribution plan. This means  
that the amount of future benefits is not guaranteed, but that the amount of benefits 
would depend upon how much money is in the person’s pension account at the time    
of retirement. 
 

To view all three plans go to www.riotexas.org 
Please be in prayer and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to see me       
personally. 
 
In Mission with You! 
Pastor Kim 

 

Your staff here at North Shore is sooooo 

blessed to get to serve with you.    

We are definitely an active church and 

your staff does a lot, but none of it 

would be possible or near as  

much fun without YOU,  

our amazing unpaid servants!!! 

 

Mark your calendar because we  

want to honor YOU!!! 

 

Join us Tuesday, March 5th  

at 6:30 

for A Special Mardi Gras  

Fat Tuesday Dinner 

http://www.riotexas.org


 

Not long ago, the service opened with the singing of “How Great Thou Art.”  

Knowing that it is for many tied for first place with “Amazing Grace” as    

#1 in top 40 hymns of all time, I thought it worth sharing a bit more about 

the hymn 
 

From the UMC Discipleship site: “As Carlton Young was preparing The  

United Methodist Hymnal, a United Methodist Reporter poll revealed that 

“How Great Thou Art” headed the list of hymns that should be retained in   

the then-forthcoming 1989 hymnal. As the poll was published, John A. 

Lovlace,  Reporter editor  emeritus, wrote, “What no previous survey        

had found, though, is that ‘How Great Thou Art’ may also be United      

Methodism's least-liked hymn.”  
 

Earlier, when the hymn was reluctantly included in the 1966 Methodist 

Hymnal (as most-requested hymn), Dr. Young notes that many complained 

that “the church’s official hymnal would bring respectability to the theme 

song of the Billy Graham Crusades . . .. Others brought equally uninformed 

and unfair criticism on the Methodist Publishing House for presumably    

dictating editorial policy and cheapening the church’s official hymnal”  

(Young, 1993, 409). 
 

The origins of this hymn may be found with Swedish pastor Carl Boberg 

around 1886. Boberg (1859-1940) was a leading evangelist of his day.    

Boberg's inspiration is said to have come one day when he was caught in      

a thunderstorm on the southeastern coast of Sweden. The violence of the 

storm followed by the return of the sun and the singing of birds left him    

falling to his knees in awe. Soon he penned the nine stanzas of the original 

version. Several years later, Boberg unexpectedly heard his poem sung by     

a congregation to an old Swedish folk melody.” 
 

Whether it is your favorite or least favorite, next time it is sung, pay close  

attention to the text.  Think about wonder and awe and your soul singing    

because of all that God has given you.  And that is the greatest of all. 

 

                                                                                          Marty Chrisman     



Cedar pollen isn’t the only thing that’s in the air… Love is too!!!  February, the month when we 
see hearts and cherubs, smell the roses, taste the chocolate, feel the extra hugs, and hear extra 
“I love you’s”.  Love is in the air!!!  But love isn’t just in the air in February, love always surrounds 

us!!!   
     One of my favorite verses is 1 John 4:19, “We LOVE because God first LOVEd us.”  It’s short and 
easy to help kids memorize.  It’s an awesome reminder on hard days.  It’s also a pretty great summary 
of the Bible as a whole.  Up until pretty recently, when I’ve meditated on this verse I’ve focused on the 
first part… We love.  We love God and others… that’s what Jesus replies when he’s asked which is the 
greatest commandment.  Matthew 22:37-39, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and 
mind.’

 
This is the first and most important command. And the second command is like the first: ‘Love 

your neighbor as you love yourself.’” 
     The Greek word used in 1 John for love is, αγαπαώ or agape...unconditionally.  We are called/
commanded to love God and others unconditionally, not just when things in our relationship are going 
well.  Always, without condition.  But we’re not given this call or command just because, or without any 
weight behind it.  “Because God first loved us.”  God went first! God Loves us unconditionally!!  God 
Loves You!!! (full stop!)  Not because of anything you have done or haven’t done! God 
delights in you just because!  Let that soak in...God Loves You!  Not, God loves you if… 
or God loves you when… or God loves you only when you don’t…. God Loves You!!!  I 
pray that this is a sweet reminder, this Valentines, throughout this month of love, and al-
ways, that you might know God calls you beloved and God rejoices over you!!!  God 
Loves You and there is nothing you can do about it!!!  

VBS 

Space Camp 

June 24th—28th 

Camp  

Awesomeness 

August 8th—11th  

Together Tea 

Sunday, May 5th 

2:35-4:00pm 

Eggstravaganza 

Egghunt 

April 14th 

11:45am 

Sunday Mornings  

9:35 & 11:00 

4yo—5th Grade 

 

Telling God’s Story: 

Stories Jesus Told 

YACHT Club—4th & 5th Graders 

Sundays 4:30-6:30 
 

3rd—No YACHT 

10th—Got Fruit?!? 

17th—Valentine’s Games 

24th—Family Serve Night 

Family Fishing 

Fellowship 

Sunday, April 28th 

12:30-3:00pm 

Grab a bag of Valentine conversation hearts (or any multi-colored candy) & enjoy a time of sharing!   

Give each color a specific thing to share like:   

Pink = favorite family memory/tradition, Yellow = favorite Birthday/Christmas gift,  

Blue = word to describe/affirm our family/family member, Green = one way you know you are loved, etc.   

Take turns going around and sharing one at a time something that relates to the topic/color.   

Example: If I grab a Pink conversation heart out of my handful, I might share that one of my favorite 

family memories is Sunday night hamburgers.   

Close your time of sharing with a prayer thanking God for each family member and the love 

that you share!  











   The United Methodist Men 

are looking for Auctions Items 

for the Silent Auction  

at the BBQ on March 2nd 

If you would like to donate an item or  
Need ideas give Myra in church office 

A call 830-935-2171 



The remote village of Me Giong is in northern Vietnam, just six miles from the border of China. 

The community’s water source is a gravity-fed system, which means that water is piped down 

from the hills into the community. The old pipe was not properly maintained, and over time it wore 

down and broke. 

 

Chu Lo Xa and her family were among those affected by the water shortages. They used to collect 

stream water with buckets and store it in plastic containers. They later built a brick water tank after 

attending CWS awareness-raising session about sanitation. However, they still faced a water short-

age due to the broken pipe and the annual dry season. 

 

CWS helped facilitate community discussions to arrive at a solution. CWS supplied new pipe, 

while the community members dug the trough for the pipe and buried it. Each family now had a 

water meter and pays an affordable amount for water usage, which is used to pay a community 

member to manage maintenance and pipe repairs.  

 

If you would like to help people like, Chu Lo Xa, join us on the Canyon Lake Crop Hunger Walk. 

We will meet at St. Thomas Catholic Church to register at 8am. Yes,  WE WILL WALK ACROSS 

THE DAM THIS YEAR. Get an envelope from Beryl in the Narthex and/or join North Shore’s 

Team online at www.crophungerwalk.org. 



De Colores! 
 

Don’t forget we are looking for pilgrims for the upcoming 2019 Walks! 

May 9-12, Women’s Walk # 2192    Cost $240 

October 3-6, Men’s Walk #2193    Cost $240 

November 7-10, Women’s Walk # 2194      Cost $240 




