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Recently, I saw the above quote…yes on Facebook…but this reality has been expressed many different ways 

by many people. There is an African proverb called “Ubuntu, “I am because we are.” And we have only to open 

scripture to see it posted everywhere…yes, even before Facebook it has been re-posted throughout the ages. 

We are the body of Christ…, We are one in Christ Jesus, we cannot be separated from the love of Christ. (Did 

you catch the WE part?) Ephesians 4:16 speaks to my heart, “He makes the whole body fit together perfect-

ly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love.”  And who makes the whole body fit together? …Christ in YOU. I alone 

do not make the body fit together, you alone do not make the body fit together. Each person has their own spe-

cial work for the greater good.  

A few months ago while Pastor Bethany was on vacation, with great trepidation set out to be with our pre-teens 

on Sunday afternoon…we call it YACHT Club. (Young, Active Christians Hanging Together) I wondered what 

lesson, insight I could bring to them while also knowing they are ACTIVE! So I piled them in on the golf cart…

yes, I love the golf cart…and took them out on the property. I asked them to close their eyes and imagine the 

place where they were standing as filled with cedar and brush…before there were any buildings or a pavilion. 

Now imagine a small group of people who had a vision to bring the love of Christ to this space. So they gathered 

together and they cleared trees and burned brush, they ate together and had fun together, dreamed together 

and laughed and probably argued some…but they came together for a purpose.  

Next, we went over to the pavilion, the place where we have our awesome North Shore parties and where they 

play basketball and hang out…people were thinking of them…even before some of them were born. We 

bounced over to the Columbarium and shared stories about some of the North Shore folks who had passed on 

to glory. One of our pre-teens has a mom that is interred in our columbarium. We traced our fingers on her en-

graved name.  She cried…all those kids gathered around her and hugged her and loved on her. I was so thank-

ful for that moment! We walked the Labyrinth together and, in the silence, found ourselves in the center where 

we join with God. What a holy moment! 

See that’s what we do together we create ways people can connect to their Center. Traveling around our cam-

pus I loved telling the stories of North Shore, the people, the places we have been, and the spaces we have cre-

ated together, the relationships made for the love of Christ to the world. Our history is always HIS story lived out 

together. I want our young ones to want to be saints…people who live and love for the love of Christ.  

We can do more together for Christ than we can ever do alone. Community is such a beautiful gift from God.   

And if you’re new to North Shore all this is yours gladly given, you are grafted on to the great cloud of witnesses 

so that you may encounter the Living Christ within you! So keep dreaming, keep looking for new and creative 

ways to give life to others. Individually we are one drop, together we are an ocean.  

Grateful to be on this incredible journey with you, 

Pastor Kim 

“Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.” 



 

Here is the continuation of the article I started last month about the “Future of Congregational Singing” 

[Martin] Luther was a musician, author, composer, and lover of music. He believed that 

‘The riches of music are so excellent and so precious that words fail me whenever I attempt to discuss 
and describe them. . . . In summa, next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treas-
ure in the world. It controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits. . . . Our dear fathers and prophets 
did not desire without reason that music be always used in the churches. Hence we have so many songs 
and psalms. ‘ 

For both Luther and Calvin, “stress on congregational participation in worship became a lynchpin of the 
Reformation.” 4 Yet while Calvin advocated unadorned unison singing of Psalms, Luther advocated the 
use of hymns as well as Psalms, with harmony and instrumental accompaniment. 5 

John Wesley also promoted congregational singing as an expression of corporate prayer. He included a 
short list of seven “directions for singing” in his collection of hymns for Methodists, Select Hymns: with 
Tunes Annext (1761). 6 In it, congregants are encouraged to “join with the congregation,” “sing lustily 
and with good courage,” and “attend strictly to the sense of what you sing.” 

In the Catholic Church, music is understood to play a “ministerial” role in the liturgy, “helping the as-
sembly to rejoice, to weep, to be of one mind, to be converted, to pray.” 7 While the music may at times 
be performed by musicians, Vatican II also placed an emphasis on congregational participation, stating 
that 

bishops and other pastors of souls must be at pains to ensure that whenever the sacred action is to be 
celebrated with song, the whole body of the faithful may be able to contribute that active participation 
that is so rightly theirs. 8  

Congregational song therefore fulfills a number of roles and provides a number of advantages over spo-
ken prayer in worship gatherings: 

• Music helps express the affective content of a prayer 

• Music helps some toward a “devotional mind” 

• In singing together, a congregation prays in unity 

• A musical setting makes a text more memorable 

The beauty and affect of music can be attractive 

The primary risk is that the music or musicians draw attention away from the prayer being sung rather 
than enhancing it. To that extent it is harmful. Music that draws attention to itself or its performers 
is harmful. Loud instruments that prevent us from hearing each other sing detract from the experience 
of praying in unity. Light shows or images or video or other elements that don’t serve to draw attention 
to the text and the affect of the prayer are harmful and even “wickedly sinful,” according to Augustine’s 
way of thinking. On the other hand, when these elements are used to stimulate a devotional mood of the 
communal prayer, they may be a valuable aid to worship.”-- 

I highlighted the text about “Music that draws attention to itself…”  Sometimes people applaud for 
something the musicians sing and play.  I am going to take the opportunity to say, I wish this didn’t hap-
pen.  When that happens it makes it seem more like we’re performing, rather than offering out talents to 
God and in His service. 

Keep singing and praising.  I’ll hear you Sunday morning! 

                                                                                          Marty Chrisman     

https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 4
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 5
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 6
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 7
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 8


As I was growing up, there were countless people who poured into and helped encourage me in my faith 
journey.  Yes, many of them were my Sunday school teachers and youth sponsors, but they were also 
friendly faces I passed in the hallways, sat next to in worship, and other people who always just seemed 
to be buzzing around helping make church happen.  I am so incredibly grateful for those who modeled in 

so many different ways, how I could grow in faith and serve in God’s Kingdom.  Each of them showed their love 
of God and neighbor in a different way.  And each of them played a part in finding my way to serve. 
     I love that the church is like a beautiful tapestry or mosaic, the contrasting colors help create beautiful pic-
tures and imagery.  If all the colors were the same, if all God’s people were the same, the picture wouldn’t be 
as beautiful.   Together we are Christ’s hands and feet in our world.   
     Intergenerational has become sort of a ‘buzz word’ in churches.  It simply means relating to or involving mul-
tiple generations.  The truth is that the church is one of the few places where intergenerational gathering still 
happens and yet there is value in being intentional to create spaces and opportunities for generations to gath-
er.  There is sooooo much that to learn and appreciate in one another.  I love to hear stories of my grandpar-
ents growing up.  They are living history books right here among us.  I love the pure hearts and generous spir-
its of children.   Teens help me navigate technology and remind me to be brave and to try hard things.  Parents 
reflect  God’s love and care for me.  We have much to learn from one another.  We need each other. 
     Our Family Fishing Fellowship was such a fantastic day!!!  I think our youngest fisher was a 1st grader and 
our oldest fisher was definitely a kid at heart!!!  It was beautiful to see the body of Christ fellowshipping togeth-
er.  Grandparents and parents helping youth and kiddos bait their hooks, cast, watch that bobber, and reel it in.  
Youth and kiddos helping carry heavy loads, and reminding all of the joy and excitement of just enjoying God’s 
creation.  And you know what...one lucky fisher-gal even caught a fish!!!  
     As we head in to May and June, the months of Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, celebrate your moms and 
dads, grandparents, aunts, and uncles.  But also take time to remember those spiritual mothers and fathers, 
sisters and brothers, friends and others who reflect and model Christ to us!!!  Celebrate your tapestry!!! 

Sunday Mornings  
9:35 & 11:00 

4yo—5th Grade 
 

Telling God’s Story: 
Holy Week 

YACHT Club 
4th & 5th Graders * Sundays 4:30-6:30 

 
7th & 14th - Wonka Wonderings 

 

21st - Happy Easter - No 
YACHT 

 

One of the ways we learn about God and following Christ’s example is by the people around us.  And 

sometimes we don’t realize we are seeing Jesus all around us until we are intentional.  Add the following 

reflection to your daily family moment, or if you don’t have a daily family moment, why not start with this 

reflection:  “I saw Jesus in you today when you…”  I know your days are full but it doesn't have to be long.  

You can sneak daily moments in during a car-ride, brushing hair time, bath time, story-time, or tuck-in.       

I bet once you are intentional about looking for Jesus in others, you’ll be amazed where you find him!!!  

VBS Space Camp 
June 24th—28th 

Register at 
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/northshoreumccl  

Camp Awesomeness 
August 8th—11th  

2019-2020’s 4th—6th Graders 

Register at 
http://lakehillsumc.org/camp-awesomeness-2019  

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/northshoreumccl
http://lakehillsumc.org/camp-awesomeness-2019




Meal Ministry 

Serving God through 

Serving others. 

If you’re looking for a place to serve and you enjoy fellowship, food and fun then the Meal Ministry 

may be for you!  We are always looking for more people to join our ministry even if you only have a 

day once a month to volunteer your time would be valuable to us. 

 

Cooks prepare delicious meals Tuesdays and Thursdays and you don’t need to be a gourmet cook to 

join in– there are many jobs like chopping, packaging, planning and yes clean-up. And, fellowship!  

 

Drivers don’t just deliver the meals but the establish a relationship with the recipients who love the 

visits! For some, the drivers may be the only visitors they see each week. I have heard many times it 

is just as much a blessing to deliver the meals as it is for those receiving the meals. With summer 

right around the corner we could use some extra drivers, especially with people taking vacations. 

 

Are you about to have surgery? Are you taking care of a loved one and having a meal delivered twice 

a week would help in your day to day routine? We serve anyone who could use meals for a short  

amount of time or folks who two meals a week would be helpful for long term.  

 

If you could benefit from receiving our meals or know of someone who could please contact Pastor 

Kim or Myra in the church office at 830-935-2171 or even if you would like to help out by delivering 

meals or cooking.  

 

Vicki Partin 













De Colores! 
 

Mark your Calendar –  Upcoming Events 
 

• Tuesday, May 14th - Welcome Back for Walk#2192 at 

Wimberley UMC @ 6:30pm 

• Saturday, May 11th– 7:30pm Evening Service at CYJ  

• Tuesday, June 11th - Local Gathering at North Shore 

UMC @ 6:30pm. Pot luck so bring your favorite dish to 

share. 

 

Don’t forget we are looking for pilgrims for the upcoming 2019 Walks! 

 

May 9-12    Women’s Walk # 2192     Cost $240 – still have space 

October 3-6   Men’s Walk #2193      Cost $240 

November 7-10  Women’s Walk # 2194       Cost $240 

 

Scholarships are available. See Tiffany Hodge or Myra Zumwalt for more infor-

mation.  












