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April Communion Offering-  

U.M. ARMY (United Methodist Action Reach-Out Mission by Youth) is a local  
mission opportunity for middle school and high school students. Through local 
missions, students gain leadership skills, construction insight, and participate     
in advancing the kingdom by fulfilling physical needs of homeowners and         
non-profits.  



What to do this Lent?    

As I’ve thought about it, there are some deeper parts of your life that you might consider giving up for Lent,     
for the sake of your own spiritual maturity and personal development. In no particular order, and by no means 
exhaustive, here are some things I thought of that you might want to consider as part of your Lenten journey  
this year: 

Give up the need to be right all the time.  

Business author Patrick Lencioni said, “People don’t need to feel like they are right, as much as they need       
to feel like they’ve been heard.” Yes, claim your voice, assert your convictions, and engage the issues that   
matter to you. But once you’ve been heard, consider the possibility that you might have something to learn from 
someone who disagrees with you. That’s often how we learn our most important lessons in life. (James 1:19) 

Give up your reluctance to ask for help.  

It is true that giving up something for Lent requires discipline, will, and self-mastery. But it also requires the 
recognition that we cannot always be self-sufficient. You are not superhuman. You do not have inexhaustible 
reserves. Turn to loved ones for support, seek the wise counsel of others, and don’t be afraid to ask for help. 
(Psalm 69) 

Give up your fear of failure. 

Mother Theresa said, “God does not call us to be successful; God calls us to be faithful.” You may sometimes 
gauge your self-worth by what you have achieved and how you have succeeded. You might subconsciously  
depend on the affirmation of others to feel good about yourself. But your worth does not equal your work, nor 
are you defined by your failures. Some people live a whole lifetime before they come to realize that. Save   
yourself the heartache later. Learn it now. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

Give up comparing yourself to others.  

Forget the Joneses. They are not worth keeping up with. Find contentment in what you have, and who God   
has created you to be. You do not need the envious admiration of others. You need not be defined by what   
you do not have. While there is nothing wrong with being self-motivated and goal-oriented, don’t evaluate your 
life in comparison to others. It’s not worth it.  (James 4:2-3) 

Give up the need to have things all figured out. 

Embrace mystery. Dance with your doubts. Acknowledge that you do not and cannot know it all. Resist the 
temptation to rationalize the irrational parts of your faith, and recognize that some of the greatest things in life 
are those things that cannot be explained or fully understood. Things like God’s love for you, and how God is 
with you even when you don’t believe it. (Romans 11:33-36) 

Give up your fears of the future.  

I get it. These are frightening times for many people. There is great nervousness about the way things are in  
the world. And I would guess that you are dealing with fears yourself. I have learned over my twenty years of 
parish ministry that everyone — without exception — has something that they are dealing with. We all have   
our fears, but we don’t need to be define by them. For God is a God of hope. (Matthew 6:33-34) 

Give up anesthetizing yourself to pain and suffering. 

The long shadow of suffering is cast in many shades, like loneliness, grief, abandonment, and betrayal. None  
of us enjoys going through difficulties, and our instinct is often to numb ourselves from the pain in ways that are 
actually self-destructive: giving in to addictions, accumulating possessions, pursuing temporal pleasures, and 
cocooning ourselves from the rest of the world. These might anesthetize us in the short term, but they prevent 
us from allowing that pain to help us stretch, grow, and trust in God. (Romans 5:3-5) 

Give up the need to be in control. 

This one is at the heart of the season of Lent. It is a reminder that we ultimately are not in control of what     
happens to us. We cannot control others, and we can hardly claim to have full control of ourselves and our    
future. Let the Covenant Prayer of Wesley be your guide, to remind you that you are not your own; you belong 
to God. For we must ultimately surrender our control over to a God who has created us and claimed us from  
the beginning. (Matthew 16:24-25) 
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Give up the need to make everyone happy.  

It’s not like you can, anyway. You may have a knack for understanding what others want from you, but you 
must also claim your own convictions and understand your limitations. Your job is not to be all things to all  
people and please everyone you know. God calls you to live a life of integrity, uncompromising in your        
commitment to Jesus Christ. For God, after all, is the only one you need to please. (Galatians 1:10) 

Give up all the non-essential noise in your life.  

This may be the toughest thing of all to give up, but it may be the key to a deeply moving Lenten season for 
you. Your life is inundated by competing voices and blaring noises from the culture around you. Pay   attention 
to your breath. Take walks. Drive without the radio on. Set the cell phone down when you’re at the family table. 
Watch less television, read more newspapers and books, and look people in the eye when you talk to them. 
Most of all, pray to God, “Silence all voices but your own.” Turn down the volume of your life, and connect to a 
God who knows you better than you know yourself. (Psalm 46:10) 
 

Spend time at the labyrinth! We have stations of the cross for you to walk and reflect. Pick up a         
brochure in the office. 
 

Blessings to you on your Lenten journey!  

Pastor Kim 

 

Important Celebrations: Mark Your Calendars 
 

We are inching our way closer to Easter Sunday. This is an excellent time to invite a neighbor or a 
friend to church.  
 
On Palm Sunday (April 14

th
) we will have our annual Easter Egg hunt and church picnic. Palm Sun-

day will also be a time to dedicate our new building! Our District Superintendent will be here to cele-
brate and consecrate the building. We will have one service at 10:30 a.m. Tours of the new building 
will be available. 
 
I look forward to celebrating the risen Christ with you and your family.  

 

Don’t miss the Holy Week Services on  
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday at 6:30 p.m. 

Lent/Holy Week Walk the 

Stations of the Cross at 

the Labyrinth. 



Church Conference Results 

Thank you to those who came out and participated in the Called Church Conference. The 

vote was in favor of moving Kids Cove to the new education building in June.  The Design 

Team and others will be looking at education needs and our other building space needs as we 

move forward. 

 

Giving Beyond the Lilies  
 

Once again you can make a tribute donation in honor or memory of a 
friend, family member or loved one instead   of purchasing an Easter 
Lily.  We have chosen several  places that you may make a donation 
to. Your generous gift can go to the North Shore UMC Endowment 
Fund leave a lasting legacy, CRRC to help feed the hungry, or to the 
Landscaping Fund at North Shore UMC to beautify around our new 
building. 

 

Letters will be sent out recognizing your donation to the honoree or 
family member “in memory of”. Forms can be found in the Narthex 
the table by the office.  You can turn in forms to the church office 
or drop in the offering plate.  

Welcome New Members 

The North Shore family is growing, here are our newest members since Jan 2019. 

 

Jan & Richard Prins 

Christine & John Hutsell 

Christie & Mike Lammers 

Charlie Little 

Sharine & Anton Jani 

Linda Stough 



The Future of Congregational Singing 
 
I came a cross an article on a website (http://www.hymnary.org) with this title.  Being a person   
committed to singing and worship, I was interested.  Basically the point was that the site that is a 
source of identifying songs in worship music resources such as published hymnbooks has seen a  
pretty steady decline over the past several decades.   
 
Here is part 1 of an excerpt from that post: 
 
Hymnary.org has seventeen hymnals that were published in the 1780s and fifty-eight that were  
published in the 1790s. The number per decade increases to the 1910s, peaking at nearly six hundred. 
The number then starts a long decline, temporarily reversing after WWII and after the 1980s outbreak 
of new song (as shown in the chart below). But the trend generally continues downward, and the  
number of new hymnals indexed at Hymnary.org from the 2010s may be the smallest since the late 
1700s. We wondered whether perhaps the number of hymnals indexed at Hymnary.org was not  
indicative of the number of hymnals published, so we performed a search at FirstSearch of the number 
of books published containing the word “hymnal” or “psalter” in the title by decade. That graph shows a 
similar shape, suggesting that the numbers are representative. It is therefore possible that the number 
of hymnals actually published in the U.S. and Canada this decade may be the smallest since the 
1790s; at any rate, it is clear that the number being published has been declining for the last century. 
 
Congregational singing is ancient—as ancient as the Psalms, at least—and no doubt it will continue 
into the future. But even as congregational song may wax and wane, experiencing fads and fashions, 
the means or technology of congregational song also changes. An obvious question is the extent to 
which such a change is occurring now—a change from printed hymnals to projection, from an approved 
collection of songs to a top-100 chart on the web, from congregational singing to performance by  
leaders. And to what extent are these changes beneficial or harmful to worship? 

Theology of congregational song 

Augustine generally approved of the use of singing in the church, though his opinion was not unmixed. 
He believed that the beauty of music could overpower reason and lead to error. Nevertheless, Augus-
tine concluded that singing in the church is so moving that the benefits outweigh the risks when used 
appropriately: 
However, when I call to mind the tears I shed at the songs of thy Church at the outset of my recovered 
faith, and how even now I am moved, not by the singing but by what is sung (when they are sung with 
a clear and skillfully modulated voice), I then come to acknowledge the great utility of this custom . . . 
by the delights of the ear the weaker minds may be stimulated to a devotional mood. Yet when it     
happens that I am more moved by the singing than by what is sung, I confess myself to have sinned 
wickedly, and then I would rather not have heard the singing. 1  

For Augustine, then, music must be in service of the text, enhancing what is sung and promoting a   
devotional mood. When the music is more in focus than the words being sung, it is harmful rather than 
helpful. 

Calvin presses the point a bit further: 
And certainly if singing is tempered to a gravity befitting the presence of God and angels, it both gives 
dignity and grace to sacred actions, and has a very powerful tendency to stir up the mind to true zeal 
and ardour in prayer. We must, however, carefully beware, lest our ears be more intent on the music 
than our minds on the spiritual meaning of the words . . . If this moderation is used there cannot be      
a doubt that the practice is most sacred and salutary. On the other hand, songs composed merely       
to  tickle and delight the ear are unbecoming the majesty of the Church, and cannot but be most            
displeasing to God. 2  
 

For Calvin, congregational singing adds grace and dignity to sacred actions and stirs up ardor. Yet he 
also warns of the risk that the music itself can distract from the prayer. In addition, Calvin’s strict focus 
on the word and his particular interpretation of the principle Sola Scriptura led him to advocate unison 
singing of Psalms and a few other scripture passages only, without adornment that may distract.” 
 
Next month I’ll share what Martin Luther and John Wesley thought about congregational singing.       
Until then, I hear you on Sunday morning! 
                                                                                          Marty Chrisman     

http://www.hymnary.org
http://hymnary.org/
http://hymnary.org/
http://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 1
https://hymnary.org/node/38977#Footnote 2


Greetings Easter People!  Huh...Easter people, or people of Easter… I wonder what Easter really 
means…  I mean, I know what it means for us in the church, but where did the word Easter come 
from?!?  An article published by Time magazine says, one theory is that it “comes from an older German 
word for east, which comes from an even older Latin word for dawn.”   

     Have you every gotten the chance to just sit and watch the sunrise?!?  If you haven’t, you should, soon!!!  It 
is one of the most amazing things you can experience!!!  The world goes from being dark, almost silent, and 
sometimes cold, to erupting with the songs of birds and other life waking up.  First there is a gentle glow from 
the sun as it begins to rise, followed by piercing rays of warmth and brilliance.  A light so bright, you can’t look 
directly at it.  The whole world comes alive!!!   
     This happens every morning, from the east.  The sun pierces the darkness and brings forth glorious light!!!  
Much like we see Jesus the Son conquer death, and pierce through the darkness to bring forth glorious light 
and hope.  As a new day dawns from the east, so our hope dawns from Easter. 
     Recently in YACHT we read from one of my favorite psalms, Psalms 103.  Around verses 11 & 12, the 
psalmist describes how great God’s love is for us and what God does with our sin.  It reads, “He has taken our 
sins away from us as far as the east is from west.”  There’s that east thing again… We wondered just how far 
that is...as far as the east is from the west…  Eastland, TX to West, TX is just 125 miles, but East to West… 
that’s forever.  If you’re headed East, as your wrapping around the globe at what point are you headed West?!?  
You may end up where we have labeled west, but God seems to always surpass our manmade labels.  The 
phrase in this beautiful psalm reminds us that there is absolutely nothing we can do to make God love us less.  
God’s love conquered death for us!!!   
     Look east Easter People!!!  God’s love and mercies are new every morning!!!  Everyday is Easter!!!  He is 
Risen!!!  Alleluia!!!  

VBS 
Space Camp 

June 24th—28th 
Register at 

https://
tmab.cokesburyvbs.com

/northshoreumccl  

Camp  
Awesomeness 

August 8th—11th  
2019-2020’s 

4th—6th Graders 

Register at 
http://lakehillsumc.org/

Sunday Mornings  
9:35 & 11:00 

4yo—5th Grade 
 

Telling God’s Story: 
Holy Week 

YACHT Club 
4th & 5th Graders * Sundays 4:30-6:30 

 
7th & 14th - Wonka Wonderings 

 

21st - Happy Easter - No 
YACHT 

 

Easter is a super sweet time to get to enjoy some extra family time.  Here’s a fun recipe 

everyone is sure to enjoy to add an extra bit of sweetness to your Easter cele-

bration.   

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/northshoreumccl
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/northshoreumccl
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/northshoreumccl
http://lakehillsumc.org/camp-awesomeness-2019




De Colores! 
 

Mark your Calendar – Tuesday, April 2nd @ 6:30pm 

Hays Praise Community Gathering at North Shore UMC 

Bring your favorite dish to share, purple book and name tag. 

This is a Community wide event with people from all over.  

Come out and show how North Shore represents! 

 

 

Don’t forget we are looking for pilgrims for the upcoming 2019 Walks! 

 

May 9-12    Women’s Walk # 2192     Cost $240 

October 3-6   Men’s Walk #2193      Cost $240 

November 7-10 Women’s Walk # 2194       Cost $240 

 

Scholarships are available. See Tiffany Hodge or Myra Zumwalt for 

more information.  















May 7, 2019 

9am @ North Shore UMC 




