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Resurrection Reality

Life on Easter evening for the disciples opens in a somber, fearful mood. John reports, “When it was evening on that
day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews.” Huddled behind locked doors, the followers of Jesus are struggling with the reality of the resurrection.
Today, we struggle with reality. In fact one of the biggest venues on television is the genre of so-called reality TV.
Some of you know that I have watched every episode of Survivor, a popular CBS Reality show. ( I’m not really proud
of that)
So here is an idea (maybe one that sounds familiar) for the ultimate survivor show. Take a guy who is obviously a
religious fanatic. So much so that he believes he’s the messiah, the savior of the world. Then you could have authorities who are out to get him. Let’s say they succeed and put him to death. But how’s this? He rises from the dead
after three days. Now that is a survivor! His reality changes our reality. He didn’t just survive. He triumphed! Now
that is real reality, resurrection reality. It is way beyond the survivor. Now comes the really great part; you can be a
part of the show.
Resurrection reality takes us way beyond the survivor. “Peace be with you,” the Savior said. Jesus offers reality that
is so much better than just struggling to survive. In resurrection reality, our Lord and Savior offers a spiritual peace
that triumphs in the midst of the raging storms of modern living. Reality TV says that the purpose of life is to claw
your way ahead, to do everything you possibly can to make money, to win in the end, to survive by being number
one regardless of what happens to others. Resurrection reality with Jesus offers a purpose that is far beyond just
looking out for number one or just advancing your career or just earning money.
Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Resurrection reality is about living your life to the mighty
purposes of God. It is about advancing the kingdom of God through evangelistic witness and the deeds of love and
mercy.
Reality television is about living life for insignificant goals. Resurrection reality is about the opposite—living life for
the greatest goal of all, the advancement of God’s kingdom here on earth, the sharing of the gospel of Jesus Christ
by words and deeds. To what purpose are you living? Is it reality TV (how the world works) or resurrection reality?
One thing that strikes me is how powerless reality TV seems to be. People work hard to survive, but only one makes
it. You can be voted off the island through no fault of your own. The only energy you have is your own energy; and
when that is spent, when you’ve reached the end of your rope, you are out of luck.
Resurrection reality is just the opposite. It is not all up to you. Jesus “breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ ”
Many of us live with the functional atheism of a reality TV show. Resurrection reality is completely contrary to that. It
is living in the conviction that God is not asleep or in a coma but will act with you and through you, empowering you
to accomplish the impossible for God’s kingdom. We are not alone. God is with us, in history and in our lives, transforming them with a resurrection reality. “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Which do you choose? Will you live on your own power, exhausted and struggling, or will you open yourself to the mighty power of God?
Peace, purpose, power—three things we all desperately need. The world’s reality offers no peace, only the running
of the rat race. It offers no purpose beyond the accumulation of money, place, or pleasure. It offers no power beyond
your own limited resources. Resurrection reality offers peace for a purpose with power. It breaks through locked
doors and banishes fear. This can be yours. You won’t be voted off the island but rather have reality shaped day by
day and moment by moment through the risen Lord and Savior who, in the power of the Holy Spirit, stands in our
midst this hour!
-excerpts “Resurrection Reality" originally appeared in The Abingdon Preaching Annual.
Let’s Be About Resurrection!
Pastor Kim
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Happy New Year !!
January 3 at 10 AM
UMW General Meeting – Pledge
service and officer Installation.

CREATIVE HANDS – Carol Bryant
We will meet at the church January 12th
and finish up the Uganda sewing project
and hopefully complete a few more lap
prayer quilts !! No experience needed.
Bring a sack lunch – we will meet from
9:30 – 2:00pm at North Shore UMC

Reading Circle– Jan Booth
The UMW Reading Circle met on Thursday, April 20th
to discuss Faith and Struggle on Smokey Mountain by
Benigno P. Beltran. The book detailed the philosophy
and work of the author in addressing the plight of the
Filipino poor who survived by scavenging the giant
Manila garbage dump called Smokey Mountain.
The self-explanatory title of the book selected for the
May 18th discussion is from the 2017 Spiritual Growth
category: Worry Less So You Can Live More by Jane
Rubietta.
All 2017 Reading Circle books are available in print or
Kindle from unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram/resources. Other sources which

usually have the selected book are amazon.com in print or Kindle as well as bn.com for
Nook and itunes/books for I-Pad. Sources that
may have the book are the local community libraries and the NSUMW library in the southeast
corner of the sanctuary.
Worry less! Live more! Read more!

Summer Camp Season is upon us! North Shore Youth is
gearing up for a busy season of service, fellowship, and
fun! This year we are offering two different camp experiences for our students:
1.U.M.ARMY Mission Camp in Austin, TX - June
11-15 - Cost is $200. Camps begin on Sunday evenings
and run through mid-day Thursdays. The youth are
assigned work teams and complete service projects at
churches, non-profit organizations, as well as home sites.
Work can include, but is not limited to: building wheelchair
ramps, scraping and painting as well as other minor
construction, cleaning and organizing, yard work. We
begin and end each day with worship and the teams are
encouraged to invite their clients to join them on site for
lunch devotions as well as to dinner at our host church on
client night. Our host communities provide a wonderful
back drop for our camps and we always experience fun
activities led by our program team throughout the
week. U.M. ARMY is unique in its ability to provide the
students (grades 6-12) with the tools and teaching they
need to not only complete their sites; but to encourage the
youth to identify additional needs of the clients and help
for the clients.
http://riotx.umarmy.org/
2.Camp Eagle Summer Camp - June 30-July 3 Cost is $285. This camp is for anyone wanting a unique
and fast-paced, 4 or 6-day summer session jam-packed
with outdoor adventure, authentic relationships, and
Biblical truth. Every session, about 400 middle school,
junior high and high school students come together to
"experience" camp! Group camp sessions are designed
to invigorate and challenge young minds by providing
experiences that reflect and reinforce Biblical principles.
Meanwhile helping those youth understand the power and
beauty of their church family. https://campeagle.org/
summer/groups/church-camp.php
We’ve got some fundraisers happening! We launched our
“Stock in Youth” Fundraiser in April and are excited to
see what God has in store! This fundraiser serves as an
opportunity for congregation members, friends, and family
to INVEST in the spiritual growth of our students! With
purchase of $25 shares, our shareholders are invited to
be in prayer for our students throughout their camp/
mission experience, will receive letters, postcards, updates, photos, videos etc. throughout the camp week, as
well as be invited to our Shareholders Reception following
our summer season! We have pamphlets available at the
church with more information and as always, please feel
free to shoot me an email with any questions.
A big thank you to all those who bought tacos at our Faith
In Action Fundraiser!

UMW women are the best educated faith based group of
women in the world. We must be educated to be able to
address the needs of marginalized women, children and
youth in the world. So plan on
coming to the meetings on the first
Tuesday of each month and get to
know us and our mission, we are
much more than a social club!

We wrapped up both our Wednesday Night: Onward Bible
Study Series and Sunday Night: Encounters with Jesus
Series; and have loved beginning our study of Revelation
and another Hot Topic Series! We are always on the lookout for volunteers, cooks, mentors, and prayer warriors for
our teenagers, so please contact me if you have any interest! Thank you for all you do to love on, encourage, pray
for, and support our youth ministry!
Have a blessed week!
Melissa Arishita
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Music News

Recently the choir sang the song
"Hallelujah" composed by Leonard
Cohen. It is a beautiful song with
some interesting harmony and other musical
elements. We were further blessed to have added
the voices of several Nomads and John Chase to
our group which made the singing even more
beautiful.
I told the choir that Hallelujah had become an
“earworm" - a term which most did not know. Here
is a definition: "An earworm, sometimes known as
a brainworm, sticky music, or stuck song syndrome, is a catchy piece of music that continually
repeats through a person's mind after it is no longer
playing. I'm not making this up.
Having the Cohen "Hallelujah" as an earworm
has been a welcomed and good reminder. And with
this song repeating in my mind's ear reminded me to
pray and remember I was walking with God throughout the day.
Have you ever have an earworm? any sacred in nature? If not, think of a song that speaks to your
heart and your relationship to God. Play it over a
few times in your head. Sounds great! Maybe it will
work for you like it does for me. How can you keep
from singing!
Marty Chrisman

PRAYER MINISTRY
Greetings from the
Prayer Ministry !!!.
We pray all the time,
but meet on Sunday
mornings at 8:30 AM if anyone would like to join us in
the Prayer Chapel in the Education Building.
Please stop and say hi to anyone of us. We would be
happy to speak to you, take a prayer request or just
chat about prayer and how wonderful and privileged
we feel it is to be able to take your concerns, joys,
praises, etc. before the Lord.
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will hear
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.” Psalm 23:4

BLESSINGS Annie Perez
Katie Mason
Pat Cahill
Susan Fuqua
Diane Kunz

Hey Church! April is National Poetry Month so I
thought I would get started. I've been practicing.

Love says... I am God
Is there any other source of love?
Is love something that we can create on our own,
or is it a gift?
A gift that is for giving
the very same gift that is given to us.
Love says... I am God.
Some might say that there is no God.
But who can stretch it out to say there is no Love?
Just because we may not feel Love some of the time
does not mean that there is no Love all of time.
Love says... I am God
If you have ever really felt it
or if you have ever really seen it change a life
is there not Love?
God is Love
thanks be to God
thanks be to Love
Love says... I am God
Peace,
Rev. K.P. Polk

New Building News!
Our building will be going out for bid in the next
few weeks. Lorraine Daily our architect will be
putting together the final plans. If you have not
started sending in your pledge funds, please
begin. You can also have your weekly or monthly pledge sent to the church through an automatic bank draft. We have the paper work here to
begin this process. I have found this very helpful
in giving my tithe to the church. It is free of
charge to you.
Thank you again for an amazing campaign and
LETS GET READY to BUILD!

United Methodist Men
We will start the month of May with a
Breakfast Meeting on May 2, at 7:30am.
Our speaker will be Darin Zumwalt and he will
discuss the Big Give and new developments
at CRRC.
We will end the month with a June 1, meeting at
5:00pm. We will honor all Canyon Lake HS
coaches and have a hearty supper. All men are
welcome.

3

Greetings Light-Bearers!

It is hard to believe that May is here and summer is just around the corner. Last month
we celebrated Easter...it is easy to move on past that and just keep on trucking, but I
love the season that follows Easter. As we read the stories after Jesus’ resurrection they
are all about appearances...where and to whom does Jesus show up. Now I’m not talking about
appearances of what brand of clothes you wear or what kind of car you drive. I mean how and
who is Jesus real with. And after Jesus ascends we have stories of the disciples going out and
being with people. They share the light and love of Jesus!!!
This time of year is one of my favorites partly because of this amazing thing that happens in
nature. If you live in the right place, I hope you have experienced the awe and wonder of lightning
bugs, or as I affectionately call them, glow-butt-bugs!!! There is just something about them that is
magical!!! They flit through the air almost undetected and then all of a sudden they appear in this
burst of light!!! I love to sit in the yard and watch them!!! And I’ve observed that the darker it gets,
the more beautifully they glow. Against the contrast of the darkness their light seems to shine
even brighter!!! Now I know this is an adaptation they have to aid in attracting a mate...in essence,
they are looking for love. But isn’t that what we are all looking for?!? We long for something shining out of the darkness, something that has overcome this darkness. We long for love and belonging. We long for someone to listen and just be with us along the journey.
Jesus is the one who shines!!! Jesus has overcome the darkest dark!!! Jesus models for us
what it is to have and share that same light!!! So don’t pack away all the Easter stuff...hold onto
and shine the light!!! Glow in dark places!!! And remember, we don’t have to be afraid of the
dark...because Jesus is the Light!!!

Now’s the time! Get out there as a family and try and find some lightning bugs.
Some of my favorite childhood memories are of chasing down these magical
bugs with cousins in the backyard at a family reunion. (Just try not to harm any
bugs in the process.) As a family talk about shining your light. How can we
shine the love of Christ? During the month of May, maybe ask the question at
tuck in ‘Where/how did you shine Christ’s light today?’ or ‘Where/how did you see
Christ’s light today?’ Have fun and be safe chasing these magical little bugs!!!

Kids Cove Preschool Update: The Lent and Easter season were so sweet! We love

sharing the story of Jesus with our precious ones! We’re wrapping up April with
Fiesta week and are excited to head into May with Zoo Week, Community Helper
Week, Texas Week, Queen Week, and then rounding out our spring curriculum
with Ocean & Aquatic week!!! We’re having a blat and learning lots! Thank you
North Shore for your prayers and support!
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Please Pray for Our Missionaries to Uganda.
We will be leaving for Uganda to dig our next water
well. We will also be leading a Women’s Leadership
Training, doing medical clinics and evangelism.
Please add these folks to your prayer list: Kim
Burke, Melissa Arishita, Bethany Graham, Lee
McClure, Caroline Jordan, Vicki Smith and Chris
Smith. The team leaves May 15th.

Women’s Emmaus Walk
#2172– We have 3 women
attending the next walk.
Marty Chrisman
Patti Johnson
Cheryl Strahan
Next Men’s Walk #2173
September 28-October 1
If you would like to attend get an application to fill
out and then turn it into the Church Office. If you
have any questions please see the church office.
Community/Team Consecration– May 2nd at 6:30
@ Dripping Springs UMC
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