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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Vision Awareness            
Gatherings for the Capital 
Campaign—March 4 and 7 

• Chili Cookoff March 11 

• Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
March 18 

• Confirmation Class begins 
March 4 

• Spring Fling March 24 

From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

We certainly have a lot going on at RRPC during this season of Lent.  At the same  time  

we begin our Lenten journey,  we are embarking on a capital campaign to finish paying  

off the building, and evaluating our annual stewardship status.  How does our Lenten 

journey resonate with our stewardship journey? 
 

Lent’s embrace of repentance and reflection provides an opportunity to consider the ways 

in which we steward our money, time, gifts, and our very lives out of reverence and love 

for God and neighbor.  
 

The Old Testament reading back on the first Sunday of Lent, Genesis 12:1-4, is the story  

of God sending Abraham and Sarah on a journey. “Go from your country and your  

kindred and your father’s house to a land that I will show you” (v. 1). And so, Abraham 

and Sarah go. 
 

Abraham and Sarah journey from their country. They leave their kinfolk. They leave their 

family. They become migrants, leaving behind everything for something new.  Even 

though they go with God’s promise of blessing, their journey is long and troublesome. 

This is the image that carries us into the season of Lent.  As well, stewardship has aspects 

of going, with action, with movement towards something. Yes, it might be an intellectual 

concept, certainly; however, stewardship is about doing. 
 

Seminary professor, Clarence Stoughton says, “Stewardship is everything we do after we 

say, ‘I believe.’” Stewardship is how we manage what God entrusts to our care; moreover, 

how these blessings flow from our relationship with God.  Stewardship is not simply what 

we think about how we should live in faith; stewardship is how we actually live our 

faith.   And that brings us back to Lent. 
 

This season of contemplation, confession, and prayer might also be a season of outward 

compassion—how we actually live out our lives in faith.  It gives me pause, from time  

to time, that folks like me call others to use Lent to focus excessively on our inward  

dispositions, on self-reflection. Introspection is certainly important, but, Lent also is call 

to live our faith outwardly.   This Lent, with Abraham and Sarah, hopefully, we will keep 

our eyes open to times when God says, “go!” I pray, once again, that what we believe in 

our hearts we may show forth in how we live out our faith with lives in Lent and in our 

stewardship.   

 

Prayer for the Lenten Journey (Stewardship and the Capital Campaign). 

 

Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple.  

Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts,  

and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The prayer has movement.  It moves from what we sing to our heartfelt belief, and from 

our belief to our actions. Faith, once it’s on our hearts, is something we must always 

“show forth in our lives.”  May we show forth our faith in our lives.   

“Stewardship is everything we do after say, ‘I believe’.” 



 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, March 6 
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., Church Parlor 
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and 

Bible Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through 

Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the 

first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Men’s Breakfast   Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 18, at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a 

great opportunity for fellowship among our men!  We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.  

I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month. 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Healing Touch Clinic  Offered the second Sunday of each month from 3:00pm to 5:00pm and Wed. by appointment 

Sunday, March 11 
The clinic on February 11 was light, with few clients and only two practitioners.  Even though this is a 

busy time of year for everyone, spending a half hour restoring your energy system will improve your 

overall health and well being.   

You can read more about Healing Touch at www.healingtouchprogram.com There is no charge for this service, but we will 

accept donations to the building fund.   We are open to the public, so please tell your family and friends that this service is  

available.  We appreciate the use of our new space in the older educational building (room 203) and the help of everyone who 

helped us move. A sign up sheet for Sunday, March 11 will be in the vestibule.  If anyone is interested in a one on one  

session on a Wednesday afternoon, please contact Julia Alexander @ 704-455-9753.    

Recurring Monthly Events 

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday March 7 at 6:00pm - Ham, sides and dessert 

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make 

everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking 

out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of 

the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.  

Note:  Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who cannot arrive earlier. 

Questions?  Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor 

Rocky River Readers will meet on Monday, March 26th at 7:00pm in the parlor at the church.   

We will discuss The Stolen Marriage by Diane Chamberlain.  We have enjoyed books by Ms.  

Chamberlain twice before and found her an excellent author which interesting, thought-provoking  

novels.  Born in New Jersey, Ms. Chamberlain now lives in the mountains of North Carolina and often 

uses the area as the background for her writing.  

This book was inspired by the true story of the citizens of Hickory, NC building a hospital and getting it 

operational in 54 days after the polio epidemic hit in 1944. Twenty-three-year-old Tess DeMello breaks 

her engagement and marries a much older man.  Moving to Hickory, Tess finds herself an outsider and 

her husband a much-admired man.  Tess soon learns she is in a loveless marriage. She wonders what 

the people of Hickory see in her husband that she doesn’t. When polio hits this small southern town,  

Tess who is a nurse finds meaning in helping her young patients.  Yet at home, Henry’s actions grow 

more alarming by the day.  Can she untangle the mystery of her husband’s behavior and save her own 

life? We welcome new members at any meeting.   

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 
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Committee Updates  

Building and Grounds News (Church Elders: Billy Carriker, Jim Rockel and Jim Pharr) 
 

Winter has been a time for planning future projects around our facility and now that spring is around the corner, we will begin to 

schedule some of these. Our electronic sign has been completed by the manufacturer and is in transit to us. We anticipate  

having it the first full week of March and will be scheduling installation shortly after receiving it. A big thank you goes to Rev. 

Carter, Darren Bird, Candice Shepard, the Town of Harrisburg, and everyone else who had a hand in making this happen. Our 

new shutters are being manufactured as we speak and should arrive in March as well. We will need to have several work days 

to install these so please let us know if you can help. In March we upgraded the lighting in the toddler nursery to LED to  

improve both efficiency and appearance. Thank you, Jim Rockel, for doing this for us. We also installed permanent license tags 

on all of the scout trailers. This will save us money in the years to come by not needing to renew their registration annually, as 

well as make sure that they are always ready and waiting for the scouts to use. Thank you again Jim for taking care of this. Jim 

Pharr repaired some waterlines at the scout hut that froze in the cold weather and is looking into ways to better protect all of the 

susceptible lines in future freezing weather. Thank you, Jim, for taking this on. As always, if you have time or talents you would 

like to share, we are always looking for volunteers to join our committee. We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm in 

the fellowship hall. If you can’t make the meetings, just reach out to one of us. Our next meting will be on March 5 at 6:30pm. 

Committee chairpersons can be reached at: 

Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457 billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335 jrockel@hotmail.com 

Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225 jlpharr@aol.com 

Congregational Care and  Connections (Church Elders:  Candice Shepard, Ben Schneider, Reggie Hunnicutt) 

Team leader needed for the first week Wednesday Night Fellowship cleanup team.  There is still a cleanup team in place but 

no leader.  Is anyone willing to take the lead for this?  You just have to make sure your team is ready and here the first 

Wednesday of each month to clean up after dinner.   

Free Community Meal:  We are looking for groups to provide the Community Meal in the months of May, July, August and 

September.  If your group can cover one of these meals please contact Candice Shepard. 

Congregation Care and Connections is organizing the Spring Fling in conjuction with the Cub Scouts breakfast on  

Saturday, March 24th.  We will have facepainting, a craft, a game and an Easter Egg Hunt.  Sharon Vanpelt will share an  

interactive Easter Story with the children before the egg hunt.  This event will be open to the public—please help us share the 

word!! 

We are also organizing the all church brunch on Easter Sunday morning.  Sunday School classes are cancelled so everyone 

can join us for brunch.  Volunteers are needed to bring breakfast casseroles, fresh fruit, muffins and pastries.  The C3  

committee will be setting up and cleaning up this event. 

Coming up:  the Free Community Meal will double as a “Summer Kickoff Bash” with a grill out in the grove and a family 

movie night that evening.  Other plans for this evening will be forthcoming. 
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Did You Know? 

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That you can give online?  This is a great option for folks that travel and can’t be here every week!  You can set up a        

recurring payment or use it as needed.  Go to our website (www.rockyriver.org) and click on the “Giving” tab.  It’s easy to  

set up an account!  We also have instructions on how to do it in each pew, as well as a card that you can drop in the         

offering plate each week to indicate that you gave online! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so 

you can have access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and 

follow the instructions to log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will 

need to create a log-in.   

• That we are always looking for new members to join our choir, handbells and children’s chimes? See Stephanie Campbell if 

you are interested in our music program!! 

 

mailto:521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
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Capital Campaign 

From Mortgage to Mission 

Do you wonder how the Capital 

Campaign Communications 

Team came up with the theme? 

We were given the task of  

summing up this capital  

campaign in just a few words that 

would also translate well into a 

logo. We tossed around a dozen 

or so ideas before we settled on 

“From Mortgage to Mission.” 

We thought about what our  

congregation could do if we  

weren’t burdened with this  

mortgage. The things we thought 

of all fell under the umbrella of 

missions.  

Until this mortgage is paid off, our 

focus has to be on our debt. 

When the mortgage is paid off, 

we can focus on missions.  

Once we get this mortgage paid 

off in 2020, just think what we 

can accomplish! 

We hope to see you at one of our Vision Awareness Gatherings  

so we can share information about the Capital Campaign!! 

The Voluntary Principle 

Paul stated the voluntary  

principle when he said, “For if 

the eagerness is there, the gift 

is acceptable according to what 

one has – not according to what 

one does not have.”  

(2 Corinthians 8:12)  
 

The Sacrificial Principle 

The Scriptures make clear that 

God measures the gift, not in 

relationship to others, but in 

relationship to one’s resources 

and in what is left over after the 

gift. Jesus said, “From everyone 

to whom much has been given, 

much will be required.”  

(Luke 12:48) 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 

The caterer donates $1 from every $5 

collected back to the Youth group! 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For March 

March 7 - Free Community Meal 

March 14 - Pork Tenderloin 

March 21 - Chicken/Broccoli/Rice  

March 28 - Slow Cooker Pork Chops 

To RSVP, indicate how many will  

be coming when you sign the  

attendance book or call the office. 

Growing God’s Table 
at RRPC - one person, 
one event, one day at  

a time. 

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

March 8 thru May 10 
 

Our Spring GriefShare series 

began with 20 people  

registered.  Our new online 

registration was very well  

received. 
 

We have had about 18 people  

attend each week, and most of 

them have had recent losses 

of loved ones.  There is a 

great need for comfort and 

support in our community. 

Please continue to pray for this 

group of people who have 

come to RRPC for this  

ministry. 
 

Thank you from the facilitators: 

Julia Alexander, Pam Sciascia, 

and Mimi Reynolds  

MARCH HAPPENINGS! 

                 Come to the “hottest” event of the year! 
 The first annual Youth Group Chili Cookoff!   

Sunday, March 11 after Worship Service 

$3 Admission gets you tastes of all the chilis, one bowl of your favorite, 

corn bread, salad and dessert.  Donations to the Youth Group Mission 

Trip will be accepted in the form of “votes” for your favorite chili!   

Just drop your money in the donation jar next to the chili you like the best.   

Contest begins right after Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall.  Come on out and  

support our Youth and enjoy some great food and fellowship! 

Questions or to enter the contest contact Cyndi at 704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

March 11 

Spring Fling and Breakfast with 

the Easter Bunny!! 
 

Saturday, March 24th 
 

Cub Scout Pack 83  

Pancake Breakfast 

8am to 11am 

Fellowship Hall 

$5 per person ALL YOU CAN EAT 

Pancakes and fixins!   
 

Rumor has it the Easter Bunny will make 

an appearance!   

 

RRPC Spring Fling 

10am to 12pm - Grove 

Face Painting, Crafts and Games at 

10:00am 

Interactive Easter Story at 11:00 

Egg Hunt at 11:30 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 1 
9:30am - Flowering of the Cross 

(outside Sanctuary) 
 

10:00am - Brunch 
(Fellowship Hall) 

 

11:00am - Worship 
(Sanctuary) 

 

Celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ on Sunday, April 1st with your RRPC 

family.  Bring flowers from your garden to 

adorn the cross, then nourish yourself at our 

Easter Brunch, and feed your soul at worship! 
 

We are asking for volunteers to bring 

the following food items to the brunch: 

breakfast casseroles, fresh fruit platters, 

and muffins or pastries.  We will supply 

the juice, coffee and tea!  

Please be intentional in inviting friends 

and neighbors who may be looking for a 

church home to join us!  

Procession of Palms 
All children and youth 

are invited to  

participate in the  

Procession of Palms at 

the beginning of the worship  

service on Palm Sunday, March 25th. 

The procession will be incorporated into 

the worship service.  All who want to 

participate are asked to meet  Sharon  

in the Fellowship Hall immediately  

following Sunday School, at 10:50, to 

receive palms and instructions.   
Please bring any candy donations to 

the office by Wednesday, March 21 
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Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at 
Rocky River?  Contact Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or 
Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).   
 

From the DCE’s Corner March 2018 

I drove home the other day with my car windows rolled down. It 

was such a beautiful day and the sun was very warm coming 

through the windshield that I needed to cool off.  It really felt good for a while.  Then I started 

getting dirt in my eyes, the truck noise was so loud I couldn’t hear the radio, and I started 

sneezing from the traffic fumes!  The good feelings I had just evaporated as I rolled my  

windows back up. 
 

I guess I had to be reminded that there are two sides to almost  everything: the side that can 

be helpful and the side that can be irritating at its best, and dangerous at its worst.  My father   

always said, “Sometimes we have to take the good with the bad.”   
 

It’s been a week that has surely shown me that.  As I enjoyed the budding daffodils and pear 

trees, I tended my watery eyes and nose with countless tissues and allergy tablets.  Within the 

horror of yet another mass shooting we heard with pride stories of young people shielding 

other children from harm, even at the risk of their own lives.  As we bid goodbye to Rev. Billy 

Graham and wondered what leader we would now turn to for our moral compass, we rejoiced 

that he has entered the Church Triumphant to live eternally with Jesus.  Good—Bad.   
 

Still, we can’t close ourselves off from the rest of the world.  My open windows let in lots of  

irritating things, but if I had merely turned on the A/C I would have missed the light breeze 

and warm air blowing around me.  Opening ourselves up emotionally can make us  

vulnerable to pain and heartache. But if we are willing to put ourselves out there to welcome 

and help others, we may gain new pleasure with our brothers and sisters in Christ. As  

Presbyterians we believe that we are to work for change within the world rather than  

withdraw from it.  Let’s do it!  Open up, and trust God to see you through both sides of the 

issue.   

Children 
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VBS 

2018 

August 5-9  

(Sunday 

through  

Thursday).   

Notice the 

change in days!   

Mark your   

calendars now!   

 Godly Play I Godly Play II 

4-Mar Faces of Easter 3 Faces of Easter 3 

  Jane/BeauTalton Ashley/Rex Cariker 

11-Mar Faces of Easter 4 Faces of Easter 4 

  Julie Alexander/Magan Bechtol Sharon Vanpelt/Janet Little 

18-Mar Faces of Easter 5 Faces of Easter 5 

  Erica Heavey/Mandy Ide Janet Little/Dave Mowery 

25-Mar Faces of Easter 6 Faces of Easter 6 

  Joey Dulin/Dave Mowery Robin Hartsell/Niki Schneider 

1-Apr Faces of Easter 7 Faces of Easter 7 

  Jane/BeauTalton Ashley/Rex Carriker 

Godly Play 

Schedule for 

March 

Please secure a substitute 

if you will not be present on 

your assigned date. 
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Stewardship 

What is Stewardship Really? 
 

Over the last few months we have been 

talking about stewardship, tithing, giving, 

the budget, the growth of the church,  

ministry, volunteers, outreach, spending, 

maintenance etc… 
 

Everything we do here at RRPC requires 

three things from us; time, money and 

prayers.  Stewardship is more than just 

giving on a weekly basis, it is more than 

just volunteering for one of our many  

ministries, and it is more than just offering 

prayers in a time of need.   
 

When you consider what you can “give” to 

RRPC - don’t just look at your budget, or 

your family’s busy schedule, or the weekly 

prayer list.  Look at how you can strike a 

healthy balance, just as you do in your day 

to day life.   
 

Try to find time to get involved with just 

ONE ministry, or to visit one of our  

shut-ins, to attend the  men’s breakfast or 

family game night.  Fellowship is a huge 

part of stewardship at our church, because 

we are giving of ourselves.   And as Ben 

Burr pointed out when he reviewed the 

charts to the left, if everyone just took one 

step up in their monetary giving, we could 

achieve our goals and meet our operating 

budget for 2018.   

  

2018 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $382,667  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $31,888 

NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,358 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

2/4/2018 $5,925 -$1,433 -$25,963 

2/11/2018 $9,295   $1,937 -$16,668 

2/18/2018 $5,342 -$2,016 -$11,326 

2/25/2018 $6,176 -$1,182 -$5,150 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.                                                                               
      Mark 6:21 
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If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  
 

Mary Alexander; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Gerry and Linda Clark; Ann Glosson; Noel and Langston Jakiela;  

Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; David Rowan, co-worker of Bob Carter; 

Margaret Earley; Neil Cochran; Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Kathleen Baczewski, mother of Joseph Baczewski; Joan 

Nicholson; Jeff Barbee; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; 

Anna Melvin; The David Luther Family, friends of Vance and Brenda Horton; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Clai McNutt;  

Lavada Freeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita 

Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neil Cochran; Ann 

Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Ouida 

Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; 

Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 

Scouting News 

Caleb Watson from Troop 83  

presented a report on the status of  

Scouting in North Carolina to  

Governor Roy Cooper on  

Friday February 17, 2018 

Eagle Scout Project - Chase Tipton would like to thank 

everyone for their generous donations to his Eagle 

Project!  Thanks to all of you he was able to raise 

$485 to build a Garden Learning Center for Thomp-

son’s Children’s Home in Matthews.   

He also received generous donations of some of the 

materials he needed from members of our  

congregation. The installation of the project will take 

place on March 3rd from 9am till noon.  If you would 

like to help the address is:  6800 Saint Peter’s Lane, 

Matthews NC 28105.  Items needed are rakes, wheel 

barrels, shovels, hammers and work gloves.  Lunch 

will be provided!   
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Youth 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 

Vibrations 
 

When I took physics (which was by far the hardest class ever 

and I still don't quite understand some of what we covered!!  

How in the world did I pass?????) one of the lessons my 

teacher shared was an idea that he called the "Black Box Theory".  The basic idea relies 

on the science of sound waves.  When a sound is made, no matter what the sound, a 

vibration or disturbance in the air is created. Those waves get smaller and smaller until 

we can no longer hear them. However, it is mathematically impossible for the waves to 

ever disappear.  So sounds made thousands of years ago are still going on today.  So if 

they could invent this "box" to go and retrieve sounds we could still hear them. 
 

My first thought was "WHAT???" And then I realized how cool it was and that I liked 

this theory. Think about it...you could still hear Beethoven play the piano. You could 

hear Jesus talking. Or cavemen. 
 

The flip side of this is that the noise I make will also be out there for a long time. 

hmmm...yikes. 
 

Theory put aside, the vibrations of the recent high school shooting will be out there for a 

long time.  Physically and metaphorically as the actions of that young man will be felt by 

the students, teachers, families, and community for years to come. Whatever your  

response and thoughts on how it should be handled I think it is important to remember 

that our words and actions are vibrations that continue for a long time. May our  

vibrations help bring balance and peace and harmony to everyone around us. And may 

our vibrations always bring praise to God. 
 

Peace, 
 

JD 

Confirmation 
A new Confirmation class begins March 4th for grades 8-9 and older.   Leaders Neal 

Carter, Sharon Vanpelt, and J.D. McNutt will help the group to explore the Christian 

faith and discuss how we live out that faith as Presbyterians.  It’s not too late to join in 

the fun!  Contact Sharon Vanpelt before March 4th.   

“The flip side of this is that the noise I make will also be out there for a long time.” 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP!!!  

JUNE 17—23   

Frakes, Kentucky 
 

JD and the Youth will be  

heading to Henderson  

Settlement, in Frakes Kentucky for 

their mission trip this summer.   

We will be needing adult  

chaperones to go on this trip as 

well.   

Mark your calendars!!   

More details will be coming in the 

weeks ahead!   
 
 

We hope you will come 

to our  

Chili Cookoff  

Fundraiser on  

Sunday, March 11th right after  

service!   

 

We are still looking for more  

people to enter their chili in the 

cookoff!  Contact Cyndi in the office 

if you want to enter! 

704-455-2479 

Youth Calendar  
 

Sunday School—Sunday Morning 

at 10:00am down in the basement 

(Room B-6) Middle School and 

High School youth gather each week 

before worship service.  
 

 Bible Study every Wednesday 

after dinner at 6:45pm 
 

March 4 - Youth  

(Arts in Worship 5pm; Youth 6pm) 
 

March 10 - Set up for Cookoff 

4:30pm 
 

March 11 - Chili Cookoff  

(after service) 
 

March 18 - Youth  

(Arts in Worship 5pm; Youth 6pm) 

Prepare eggs for Easter Egg Hunt 
 

March 25 - Carillon and Movie 

 

Questions?   

Contact JD McNutt at  

704-287-6732/

youthrrpc@gmail.com 

Thank you Leslie Porfeli-Kenney!!! 

Have you seen our Random Acts of  

Kindness bulletin board?  It’s right outside 

Neal’s office and we want YOU to participate!   

Just grab a card, do the deed, and post on our 

facebook page about what you did, and how 

you felt, and how God worked through you that 

day!  You can even write your own cards to put 

on the wall!  We look forward to hearing your 

stories and sharing our acts of kindness!  

Thanks to Leslie for putting this together!! 

5 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of  March 

Thursday, March 1  Genesis 42:29-38 and Mark 4:21-34 

Friday, March 2   Genesis 43:1-15 and Mark 4:35-41 

Saturday, March 3                        Genesis 43:16-34 and Mark 5:1-20 

Sunday, March 4                           Genesis 44:1-17 and John 5:25-29 

Monday, March 5                          Genesis 44:18-34 and Mark 5:21-43 

Tuesday, March 6                         Genesis 45:1-15 and Mark 6:1-13 

Wednesday, March 7                   Genesis 45:16-28 and Mark 6:13-29 

Thursday, March 8                       Genesis 46:1-7,28-34 and Mark 6:30-46 

Friday, March 9                            Genesis 47:1-26 and Mark 6:47-56 

Saturday, March 10                     Genesis 47:27-48:7 and Mark 7:1-23 

Sunday, March 11                        Genesis 48:8-22 and John 6:27-40 

Monday, March 12                       Genesis 49:1-28 and Mark 7:24-37 

Tuesday, March 13                      Genesis 49:29-50:14 and Mark 8:1-10 

Wednesday, March 14                Genesis 50:15-26 and Mark 8:11-26 

Thursday, March 15                    Exodus 1:6-22 and Mark 8:27-9:1 

Friday, March 16                         Exodus 2:1-22 and Mark 9:2-13 

Saturday, March 17                    Exodus 2:23-3:15 and Mark 9:14-29 

Sunday, March 18                      Exodus 3:16-4:12 and John 8:46-59 

Monday, March 19                      Exodus 4:10-20 and Mark 9:30-41 

Tuesday, March 20                     Exodus 5:1-6:1 and Mark 9:42-50 

Wednesday, March 21                Exodus 7:8-24 and Mark 10:1-16 

Thursday, March 22                   Exodus 7:25-8:19 and Mark 10:17-31 

Friday, March 23                         Exodus 9:13-35 and Mark 10:32-45 

Saturday, March 24                    Exodus 10:21-11:8 and Mark 10:46-52 

Sunday, March 25                       Zechariah 9:9-12 and Luke 19:41-48 

Monday, March 26                     Lamentations 1:1-2, 6-12 and Mark 11:12-25 

Tuesday, March 27                    Lamentations 1:17-22 and Mark 11:27-33 

Wednesday, March 28               Lamentations 2:1-9 and Mark 12:1-11 

Thursday, March 29  Lamentations 2:10-18 and Mark 14:12-25 

Friday, March 30  Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-33 and John 13:36-38 

Saturday, March 31  Lamentations 3:37-58 and Romans 8:1-11 
 

Chiming the Hour 

March 4       James Ide 

March 11      Isabella Rockel 

March 18      Evan Spickard 

March 25     Nathan Spickard 

A Time for Children 

March 4        Julie Alexander 

March 11      Vance Horton 

March 18      Jerry Clark 

March 25      Neal Carter 

                      Bread 

March 4         Ann Windell 

March 11        Carol Mullis 

March 18       Laura Milliken 

March 25       Joan Nicholson 

Worship Assistants 

March 4        Kathy Linker 

March 11      Candice Shepard 

March 18      Emma Wakeman 

March 25      Gigi Hunnicutt 

Service Volunteers  

Infant Nursery 

March 4             Rebecca Murray 

March 11           Cindy Spickard 

March 18           Beau and Jane Talton 

March 25           Rex and Ashley Carriker 

Toddler Nursery 

March 4            Chris and Magan Bechtol 

March 11           Laura Milliken and Carol Lyerly 

March 18           Dave and Phyllis Miller 

March 25          Tommy and Erica Heavey 

Nursery Volunteers  

1st Sunday:  Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard 

2nd Sunday:  Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell, Jeff Thomas 

3rd Sunday:   Lead: Chip Wells, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett , Joe Novobilski, Scott or Dori Swaringen. Tim or Dianne Savelle 

4th Sunday:  Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Jimmy Stafford, King McCachren, Traci Bird 

 

Ushers 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  
Use them well to serve one another.    

       1 Peter 4:10-11  
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Church Life 

 
HELP BRING ROMAN 

HOME! By Candice Shepard 

He doesn't look like us. His 

skin is a different color. He 

doesn't speak the same  

language. His taste buds are 

different. His education has 

been different than my kids' 

education. When he arrives 

permanently there is SO 

MUCH that we'll need to do 

for him. He has to learn to 

be parented and have  

siblings. He has to learn to 

speak English and go to an 

American school. He has  

to learn to work out his  

problems with words  

instead of tiny fists and loud 

screams.  There is nothing 

about this that makes sense . 
 

Roman has been raised in an 

orphanage in Ukraine since 

he was very young, but we 

are his forever family.  We 

will be traveling to Ukraine 

three times in the next 6 

months.  The first trip lets 

Ukraine know that we want 

Roman to be our son.   
 

The second trip is the court  

proceeding, and thirty days 

later, we go back and bring 

him home!  Will you join us 

in prayer, loving this child, 

and contributing to the fees 

to bring him home if you are 

inclined and able.  Thank 

you for your support!  

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser—Sunday, March 

18 from 12pm to 2pm in the Fellowship Hall.   
Come and support The Shepard family and help them bring  

Roman home!  All proceeds from this luncheon will go  

towards the expenses incurred in adopting and bringing 

their little boy home from the Ukraine. A minimum  

donation of $8 per person would be appreciated.  We will be 

serving spaghetti, meatballs, salad, rolls, and dessert.  The food will be delicious and you’ll be 

supporting a great cause!   
Questions contact Candice Shepard at shepard.candice@gmail.com or 704-788-1278 

Family Game Night - Twice a month on the second and fourth Friday in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, March 9 and 23, 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Game Night has become a fun Friday night tradition at RRPC.  Young and old members alike 

come out to play a friendly game of cards, or their favorite board game.  All you have to bring is 

your favorite game, a snack to share and your competitive spirit!  Invite your neighbors and 

friends for some good clean fun!  All are welcome! 
Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Mike Biggers 3/1 Jane T alton 3/16 

Bob Brombacher 3/2 Evan Spickard 3/17 

Kelly Mott 3/2 Ray Clawson 3/17 

Alisha Williams 3/4 Audrey Reynolds 3/18 

Andy Jenkins 3/4 Emma Wakeman 3/18 

Steve Jewett 3/4 Brad Earley 3/22 

Anna Talton 3/6 Jonathan Donnelly 3/23 

Jerry Clark 3/9 Becky Graham 3/24 

Gigi Hunnicutt 3/10 Devin Rockel 3/24 

Jeff Thomas 3/10 Melissa Horton 3/26 

Grace Bechtol 3/11 Michael Eason 3/26 

Candice Shepard 3/13 Alison Dulin 3/28 

Chelsea Campbell 3/14 Julia Alexander 3/29 

Tristen Rockel 3/14 Joe Eason 3/31 

Ben Schneider 3/15 Kingston Young 3/31 

Justin Linker 3/15 Patrick Spickard 3/31 

March Birthdays 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone 

I apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send 

the correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   
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