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People who do kind deeds for strangers are often called “good Samaritans” after the 
good Samaritan in Jesus’ story.  People who are kind are good neighbors.  
 
The parables that Jesus told are stories for you and for all people. 

 

Invite children to draw a picture of your street or apartment building, and the people who live there.  If 
desired, allow them to share their drawings with neighbors.   

 
Learn what it takes to be a good neighbor.  In the story, Jesus asks, “Which one acted like a neighbor?” The 
response was, “the one who showed mercy (kindness).”  Discuss: 

• When have you helped others? 

• When have you felt like looking the other way from someone who needed help?   

• When have you been helped by someone? 
 
Express your love for God through prayers for neighbors who help others.  Think about people who work in 
medical, law enforcement, government, or non profit agencies. In your daily prayers say, “Thank you, God, 
for ____________.” 
 
Read more in the Bible. Fill in the blanks. 

1. 1 Peter 4:10  “Serve one another with whatever _________ you have received.” 
2. Proverbs 3:27  “Do not withhold _________ from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to 

do it.” 
3. Romans 12:13  “extend hospitality to ______________.” 
4. Galatians 5:13  “through _______ become slaves to one another.” 
 

Prepare a Snack of Kindness Kabobs.  Give each child a toothpick or skewer.  Provide pieces of fruits and/or 
cheese, such as grapes, pineapple, apple chunks, berries, cubes of cheese.  Work in pairs to have someone 
hold the skewer and the other put on fruit.  Switch so each person gets to do each job.  Share the snack 
together.   
 
Run a Relay Race.  Set up a start and finish line.  Name one the city of Jerusalem, and the other the city of 
Jericho.  On “Go,” let children race to the opposite city.  Then let them race back.  As another option, race 
again, but this time have children stop to touch the ground 3 different times (for the 3 people who saw the 
injured traveler) before finishing the race.  If several children are present, you could run the race with a child 
on piggyback (for the Samaritan carrying the injured traveler). 
 

Resources 
Books:  The Friendly Stranger by Margaret Anne Williams 
 The Berenstain Bears Love Their Neighbors by Jan and Mike Berenstain 
 The Good Samaritan and Other Parables by Tomie dePaola 
 Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch by Eileen Spinelli 
YouTube: “Lego Good Samaritan 
Internet Search “Road from Jericho to Jerusalem” (footage of the terrain of the area) 
 


