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SPECIAL POINTS OF  
INTEREST  
• Community Meal on  4th   

Baked Potato Bar 

• September Meeting 

• Fall Festival 

• Calvins Corner 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, September 8 for our September Meeting.  This is a special time for our church where we gather as a 

church family and celebrate our history. We begin with Sunday School at 10:00am, communion served during Worship, 

and then we will all head to the grove for delicious food and fellowship. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share, a jug 

of tea or lemonade, and a chair or blanket to sit on.  Please invite former members, friends and neighbors to join us!  If 

you’ve never been to a September meeting please join us!  It’s a great way to get to know other members. 

14 For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for 

the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who 

knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.”  

(Esther 4:14) 
 

The book of Esther is the biblical story of a Hebrew woman, Esther, who comes to 

power in Persia as the queen.  Placed in this position she thwarts the looming  

genocide of her people.  Esther’s story is the basis for the Jewish festival of Purim.   

Esther is a profound story of God’s providence in the world; moreover, it provides a 

strong sense of God’s call on our lives and how God’s call is at work even when we 

do not recognize it.  Actually, the book of Esther never mentions God explicitly in 

Esther’s story.  I think this is intentional on the writer’s part, displaying in the writing 

that God is at work even when we do not notice. 
 

In chapter 4, Esther seems to waver on helping her people who are facing a  

massacre when her cousin, Mordecai, sends word to her:  Who knows? Perhaps 

you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this” (Esther 4:14)  
 

Perhaps Esther came to the place that she was at for just such a time as this.   

Mordecai’s words ring out for Esther.  She does her part; she prevents the coming 

onslaught of her people.  All the while, God is at work in the story.  The randomness 

of certain small actions has a deep profoundness on the divine cosmic stage.  We 

might never be aware.  
 

Maybe, just maybe, Mordecai’s words ring through the walkways of time and find 

their way to us.  Maybe, there is less randomness to our place here at RRPC and 

our place on our busy corner right now.  Maybe, just maybe, we are here for just 

such a time as this.  We have our mission of reaching out to folks outside our 

walls.  We have our summons from Christ to gather people in and invite them to join 

the journey with us.  
 

September brings with it a newness—new beginnings.  The summer is over;  

schedules begin to pick up.  With the new beginnings, sometimes we might  

question who we are … what we are doing … why we are here? Mordecai might 

just suggest that we are here on purpose … for just such a time as this.  We might 

be here for a reason.  We may never see the clear picture.  God’s providence might 

be just beyond our view.  It is not always our goal to know as a disciple; yet, it is 

always our call to be faithful.  

 Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as 

this.” (Esther 4:14)  



 

 

Children’s News 

From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact Sharon Vanpelt 

(dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard  (thespickardfamily@gmail.com).   

From the DCE’s Corner September 2019 

Comfort Zone or Danger Zone 

A few times a year we try to combine all Sunday School classes for a joint lesson of some 

sort.  Sometimes it is around a program, and sometimes it is just a good way to step  

outside our comfort zones to learn.  Most adults and children tolerate these times; some actively oppose them, not 

just in our congregation but across the nation.  In any case, folks usually come out of these special lessons with a 

smile and some newly-learned information.  
 

Why do we continue to offer these opportunities?  What is the point of taking folks out of their usual Sunday School 

class and putting them in with people of all ages?   
 

What do we gain by doing something different and joining with others to learn once in a while? 
 

We hear different perspective on scripture.  Different can be good.  True learning can only come through change or 

discontent of some sort.  That allows the brain to see new information as worthy of keeping. 
 

We get to see people we may not otherwise talk to.  When we park in the same space, go to the same class, sit in 

the same pew in worship, and exit straight to the car after worship, we limit ourselves to a few people week after 

week.   
 

We see people of other ages with whom we don’t usually interact.  Many people in the congregation only see  

children when they come forward for the children’s message, or our youth when they are doing fundraisers. 
 

We get to tell stories of what life is like “now” opposed to what life was like “then.”  Adults usually do not understand 

how much technology is involved daily in children’s lives, and young people have no clue about days living without air 

conditioning or color TV.  Sharing these stories is fun.   
 

We hear what folks have learned as they mature in the faith.  We can all learn from each other through all stages of 

life.  Children have much to teach us about acceptance and unconditional love.   
 

We may learn something new.  Having a different teacher or exploring scripture with others may open us to hear 

some new piece of information we have never heard before.  
 

Try a new seat in worship or a new class in Sunday School once in a while.  A little discomfort is not dangerous.   

Children 
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Learning Your Bible classes 

The Learning Your Bible class will begin September 8
th

 during the Sunday School hour in Room 204 

of the Education building.  All children in grades 3-5 are invited to attend these classes to learn more 

about the Bible.  In this class, children will become comfortable with using the Bible, so that they may  

read it at home, and follow along in worship services.  It will be an interesting six weeks of classes led by 

Sharon Vanpelt.  Be sure to bring your child with his or her Bible beginning Sunday, September 8
th
.   

Congratulations to students Christopher Lisk, Nathan Spickard, Peter Schultz and Isabella Rockel  
who received new children’s Bibles during the worship service on Christian Education Sunday.    

 

 

Church Life 
Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Yvonne Howell, friend of Traci Bird; Mike Torella, brother-in-law of Priscilla and Steve Giuliano; 

Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark & Nancy McSwain; Ron Violette; Edward Williams, Alice’s husband; Rodney Garrett, scout  

parent; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Frank Bishop, uncle of Patrick Spickard; Susan Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol;  

William Patterson, friend of Joe Novobilski; Will Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway (cancer is back); Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie 

and Gigi Hunnicutt; Karl Windsor, brother of Susan Jones; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his 

family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; Dr. Jim Sample; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; Kylie Wilson, friend of the 

Giuliano’s;  Jeff Pigg and family, nephew of Janet Little, suffering from a brain tumor;Randy Baker, father of Delaney who  

attends our youth group; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams;  

Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Wes 

Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, 

friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; 

Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams.  

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Barbara Murray 9/1 Allison Harris 9/13 

Cameron Murray 9/4 Cathy Jewett 9/14 

David Murray 9/4 Ruby Garmon 9/14 

Kenza Mitchem 9/4 Ann Burr 9/20 

Erin Mowery 9/6 Savannah Dickason 9/20 

Brendan Milliken 9/7 Joey Dulin 9/27 

Katrina Rockel 9/8 Patrick McCachren 9/27 

Robin Linker 9/8 Elizabeth Carriker 9/28 

Krista Eason 9/9 Kimberly Farrell 9/28 

Maegan Fairchild 9/9 Danny Tankersley 9/29 

Mandy Ide 9/9 Kaitlyn Linker 9/29 

Ross Linker 9/9 Kay Nahrgang 9/29 

Daniel Linker 9/11   

September Birthdays 
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If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal  

directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and 

offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com  Church Office: 704.455.2479   

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I  

apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if  anyone is missing from this list and send the  

correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

SATURDAY OCTOBER 12 ● 4:00 to 8:00  

Games and Activities at 4:00 

Dinner from 4:30 to 7:00 featuring Brunswick Stew, 

BBQ and more!! 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org


 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of  September 

Sunday, September 1       1 Kings 8:22-30 and John 8:47-59 

Monday, September 2       2 Chronicles 6:32-7:7 and Mark 14:53-65 

Tuesday, September 3       1 Kings 8:65-9:9 and Mark 14:66-72  

Wednesday, September 4     1 Kings 9:24-10:13 and Mark 15:1-11 

Thursday, September 5       1 Kings 11:1-13 and Mark 15:12-21 

Friday, September 6         James 4:13-5:6 and Mark 15:22-32 

Saturday, September 7      1 Kings 12:1-20 and Mark 15:33-39 

Sunday, September 8       1 Kings 12:21-33 and John 10:31-42  

Monday, September 9       1 Kings 13:1-10 and Mark 15:40-47 

Tuesday, September 10     1 Kings 16:23-34 and Mark 16:1-8(9-20) 

Wednesday, September 11    1 Kings 7:1-24 and Matthew 2:1-12 

Thursday, September 12     1 Kings 18:1-19 and Matthew 2:13-23 

Friday, September 13       1 Kings 18:20-40 and Matthew 3:1-12 

Saturday, September 14      1 Kings 18:41-19:8 and Matthew 3:13-17 

Sunday, September 15      1 Kings 19:8-21 and John 11:45-57 

Monday, September 16      1 Kings 21:1-16 and Matthew 4:1-11 

Tuesday, September 17     1 Kings 21:17-29 and Matthew 4:12-17 

Wednesday, September 18    1 Kings 22:1-28 and Matthew 4:18-25 

Thursday, September 19     1 Kings 22:29-45 and Matthew 5:1-10 

Friday, September 20       2 Kings 1:2-17 and Matthew 5:11-16 

Saturday, September 21     2 Kings 2:1-18 and Matthew 5:17-20 

Sunday, September 22      2 Kings 4:8-37 and Luke 3:7-18  

Monday, September 23      2 Kings 5:1-19 and Matthew 5:21-26 

Tuesday, September 24     2 Kings 5:19-27 and Matthew 5:27-37 

Wednesday, September 25    2 Kings 6:1-23 and Matthew 5:38-48 

Thursday, September 26      2 Kings 9:1-16 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Friday, September 27       2 Kings 9:17-37 and Matthew 6:7-15 

Saturday, September 28     2 Kings 11:1-20a and Matthew 6:19-24 

Sunday, September 29      2 Kings 17:1-18 and Luke 5:1-11 

Monday, September 30      2 Kings 17:24-41 and Matthew 6:25-34 

 

 Chiming the Hour 

Sept. 1           James Ide 

Sept. 8           Colton Heavey 

Sept. 15         James Ide 

Sept. 22         Colton Heavey 

Sept. 29         James Ide 

A Time for Children 

Sept. 1           Neal Carter 

Sept. 9           JD McNutt 

Sept. 15         Thomas Heavey 

Sept. 23         Vance Horton 

Sept. 30         Jerry Clark 

                      Bread 

Sept. 1               Carol Lyerly 

Sept. 8                

Sept. 15            Ann Windell 

Sept. 22            Carol Mullis 

Sept. 29            Laura Milliken 

Worship Assistants 

Sept. 1          Kathy Linker 

Sept. 8          Gigi Hunnicutt 

Sept. 15        Emma Wakeman 

Sept. 22       Candice Shepard 

Sept. 29       Ben Burr 

Service Volunteers  

Nursery 

Sept. 1                Cindy Spickard and Susan Geist      

Sept. 8                Theresa Watson 

Sept. 15             Janet Little and Rebecca Murray 

Sept. 22             Susan Jones and Niki Schneider 

Sept. 29             Thomas and Erica Heavey 

Counters 

Sept. 1               Joe Novobilski and ?? 

Sept. 8               Traci Bird and Steve Jewett 

Sept. 15             Bo Geist and Ben Schneider  

Sept. 22             Scott Jones and Frank Reynolds 

Sept. 29            Teri Stafford and ?? 

Nursery Volunteers  

1st Sunday:     Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

2nd Sunday:    Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

3rd Sunday:     Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

4th Sunday:       Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard  

5th Sunday:      Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

Ushers 
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Godly Play training event - September 26-28 

RRPC is hosting a national training event for Godly Play Foundation Sept. 26-28
th
.  Churches from NC 

and beyond will send representatives to our church for 3 days of training on the Godly Play model which 

we use in children’s Sunday School.  Our own JD McNutt will be the trainer and will lead us through many 

exercises to strengthen our understanding of the Godly Play model and its impact on people of all ages.   

Volunteers are needed to help with the meals on Thursday (dinner), and Friday/Saturday (lunch). 

If you can help please contact Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479. 

The new Sunday School year kicks off September 8
th

!   

Sunday, September 8
th
 marks the beginning of Christian Education Week on the national PC(USA) 

calendar.   During the worship service that day, we will dedicate our Christian Education leaders to 

their positions and pray for them as they begin their service.  It’s a great time to get back into the 

Sunday School habit or to try out a new class!  Classes begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Nurseries: (birth-age 2) Room 104; and (ages 3-4) Room 103, Main floor Education bldg. 
 

Primary (grades K-2) Room 220, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Godly Play 
 

Junior (Gr. 3-5) Room 221, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Godly Play II 
 

Middle School (grades 6-8) left basement classroom, Education bldg.  
 

Senior High (grades 9-12) right basement classroom, Education bldg. 
 

Young Adult Gathering (Young Adults) Room 105, Main floor, Education bldg.   College aged and older young 

adults join in conversation about faith topics of immediate concern to the group 
 

Pop-In Adult Fellowship (adults of any age) Session Room, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg.., for those 

adults who may be late for other classes, informal discussion including scripture and life application allows  

anyone to pop in any time during the Sunday School hour 
 

Faith in Action (Adults) Room 214, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word 

As the class studies scripture weekly, they put their faith into action by collecting monies to help persons in need. 
 

Seekers (Adults) Room 216, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word 

Adults enjoy fellowship together and explore God’s Word in its historical context and seek its application to real life. 
 

Discovery (Adults) Room 218, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Revised Common Lectionary 

Adults of all ages study lectionary Bible passages that coincide with the day’s worship service.  
 

Senior Bible (Adults) Room 101, Main floor, Education bldg., Uniform Lesson Series  

     Traditional Bible study led by a team that encourages much class discussion.  
 

Thank you to all our Christian Education leaders for the 2017-2018 church school year! 

Weekly Bible studies will start up soon.   

• The Bible from Scratch, Tuesday mornings and Wednesday evenings for adults.  For those who want to dig into the  

   basics of the Bible, beginning with the New Testament. 

• What’s in the Bible?  Video study for Grades K-5, Wednesday evenings, led by Sharon Vanpelt 

  These classes help the scriptures we hear on Sundays make sense.  Let’s recommit ourselves to learning more about God 

  and God’s mighty acts so that we may see and feel his presence daily in our lives.   

• Theology On Tap faith conversations, a monthly gathering on the 2nd Monday of each month at PerCent Tap House, led  

  by Neal Carter. For age 21 and older who want to dig deeper into theological topics and life application of scripture. 
 

Let’s recommit ourselves to learning more about God and God’s might acts so that we may see and feel his presence daily in 

our lives.   

 

Nursery Volunteers needed!  We are in need of more caregivers for the nursery during the Sunday 
School hour.  If you would be interested in joining the rotation, at whatever level you can, or to find out 
more information, contact Mandy Williams or Cindy Spickard. 



 

 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 

Youth Calendar  
 

Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  

Bible Study every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm 
 

September 1 - No youth activities, Labor Day weekend 

September 4 - Wednesday Night Bible Studies begin 

September 8 - Youth 5pm - Welcome New Youth!! 

September 15 - Youth 5pm 

September 22 - Youth Night at the Manse; 5pm 

September 29 - Youth 5pm 
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Being the Gospel 
 

3 days ago... 

Excuse me sir - would you like a bottle of water? 

Yes I would. Sure is hot out here! 

How about a freezer pop? 

No, but I'll take a prayer… 
 

I am proud of you. Simply proud. Three days ago a group of you traveled down to Charlotte on one of the hottest days of the 

year. Your goal - Project H2O. You handed out bottles of water and freezer pops to well over 70 people. And some of the people 

truly needed water that day - like the lady drinking out of the fountain. Or the people at the bus stop standing in the hot sun. Or 

the people by...well, they all needed it that day. 
 

And the freezer pops? A huge hit with most of the people. We went down there with one mission...find the homeless and give 

them water. Why? Because it was hot.  
 

3 weeks ago... 

Good afternoon, we bring you a gift. 

(insert Spanish translation here) 

It is a gift from God. 

(insert...) 

not from any particular denomination 

(you know what goes here...) 

it is a gift of love that we hope brings you happiness...may we pray with you? 
 

and you gave out bags of rice, beans, cornmeal, and powdered milk. Why? Because they needed food. Because that food gives 

nutrition...and hope. 
 

In all we do we are to share the Gospel. However, you took it a step farther...by being the Gospel. As you start school I hope you 

continue to be the Gospel everywhere you go. Yea, I'm proud of you. More than that - I have been honored to serve with you. 

Let's do more! 
 

Peace, 

JD 

Sermon Podcasts:  Did you miss Sunday Service?  Want to hear Neal’s sermon?  Now you can!!  A podcast is an audio file 

available to download or stream  to your computer, mobile phone, tablet, or car audio system.  What is on our Podcast?  

Our weekly scripture and sermon message from Rev. Neal Carter. Each podcast typically lasts 20 minutes.  Just go to our website 

www.rockyriver.org and click on the Worship tab, and on the dropdown menu click on sermon podcast.  It’s that simple.   Make sure 

you have a podcast app Either in iTunes or Google play. 

Volunteers Needed for Fall Festival!!  The Congregational Care Committee is hard at 

work planning the Fall Festival and will be asking for help from the congregation!  This is a great 

way to support our mission of reaching out to the community and we hope you will volunteer 

with a cheerful heart!!  Save the date Oct. 12th and be ready for some fun!!!  Details will be 

forthcoming!!   

 

 

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD: 230,355 

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

8/4/201 $6864 -$994 -$27,190 

8/11/2018 $4977 -$2881 -$22,213 

8/18/2018 $3838 -$4020 -$18,375 

8/25/2018 $5631 -$2227 -$12,744 

Stewardship 
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UPDATE ON BUILDING LOAN— the new balance of our building loan is $253,847.   

Online Giving 

“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways 

in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time 

should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call 

to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the  

Christian discipline of stewardship.” 
 

We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.   

•  Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.   

•  You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.   

•  Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.  

•   You can designate which fund your donation goes to (General, Building, Scholarship, Youth etc…)  

•  It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.  

•  Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time  

   donation.  It’s up to you!   

If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479. 

A Message from the Finance Team 
The Finance Team meets monthly on the 4th Thursday of each month.  During these meetings the members of the committee 

discuss various items related to the church’s finances, most notably stewardship and operating expenses.   

One of the topics discussed at the last meeting was the Scholarship program that we offer to our youth as they head off to  

college.  This program was established years ago by a former member, Dandridge Price Jennings.  It has been  

self-funded for years, through the initial donation from Ms. Jennings and subsequent donations from our members.  The  

scholarship awards college bound students a sum total of $2500 over four years ($1000 first year; $500 each year after).   

The goal of this message is to let you all know that this fund is available if you are called to help in any way.  This fund, along 

with a few others, are not a part of our general operating budget.  We rely on donations from our members (both past and  

present) to keep these programs running.  Other opportunities to give are: the cemetery fund, 10 cents-a-meal, boy scouts, and 

building fund.  You can donate directly to the scholarship fund (or any others) on line or by indicating on your check which fund 

you want to contribute to.   
 

Please note:  when writing checks to the church, whether it be for the general fund, the building fund, or other 

donations, it would help us immensely if you would write separate checks.  This will help reduce accounting  

errors and make sure the money is designated for the fund you want it to go to.  Thank you for your help with 

this!! 



 

 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety  

of spiritual gifts.  

Use them well to serve one another.     
1 Peter 4:10-11  

 

We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm, however; this month we will meet on Saturday September 7 at 9:00am.  

We will have a workday to get ready for September meeting.  The  more help we have the quicker we can get done!  Here are 

some things that have happened this past month: 

•  We successfully had the old fuel tank removed from behind the Sanctuary.  Thank you to Jim Rockel, Billy Carriker, King 

 McCachren and  Jim Pharr for working in that heat to get this project done.   

•  Work has started again on renovating the kitchen in the youth area, and we even had some of the youth there to help us.  

•  The curbs in the handicap parking spots were painted a fluorescent yellow for better visibility.  Thank you Jim Rockel for 

 doing this for us.  

•  We are researching the cost of adding a recycling bin to our regular trash pickup.   

•  The shrubbery was trimmed in preparation for September meeting and our grounds look awesome!  Thank you Reedy   

 Creek Landscaping for taking care of this for us! 
 

Committee chairpersons can be reached at: 
 

Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

King McCachren, (980)213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

Building and Grounds News 
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                 EXERCISE EVERYDAY AT RRPC!! 
 

Silver Sneakers is here EVERYDAY during the week from now on!! 

Monday - 10am and 11am, Tuesday 10am and 12pm, Wednesday 10am and 11am, 

Thursday - 10am and 11am, Friday - 10am.  A monthly schedule will be hanging on the  

bulletin board near Neal’s office.  We are happy to welcome Crystal to our church and hope that you will take advantage of this 

wonderful opportunity for exercise and fellowship!  The cost is only $3 per class, and is FREE to members who are offered the 

Silver Sneakers benefit through their insurance.  

 

Holy Yoga is offered every MONDAY, 6:30pm  1 hour of yoga, worship, fellowship, rest and the most authentic 

community ever! Grab a mat and a friend.  These classes are accessible for beginners and advanced practitioners 

alike. There’s something for EVERYONE, ALL are welcome and belong here!  

No need to sign up, just show up ~ donations accepted at the door. 

8. We sometimes disagree. Occasionally people on church councils avoid disagreement in order to be “nice” or more 

“Christian.” As far back as 1788, Presbyterians recognized that “there are truths and forms with respect to which men (people)  

of good character and principles may differ” and that we then need to exercise “mutual forbearance” (F-3.0105). Disagreement 

is not a bad thing when it is expressed in ways that do not disturb the “peace, unity, and purity of the church” (W-4.4003g). 
 

9. We are a constitutional church. Presbyterians believe that our life together is best when lived with “a disciplined concern for 

order …” (F-2.08). Our constitution is more than a set of rules. Part 1 of the Constitution is the Book of Confessions, consisting 

of 12 documents whose origins span 1,800 years of church history. Part 2 of the constitution is the Book of Order with four  

sections describing the way we order our life together. It is important to remember that part 1 is the Book of Confessions,  

reminding us that the foundation of our polity is what we believe. Our specifications of order grow out of that foundation. Even 

the Book of Order begins with a three-chapter synopsis of what we believe (called The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity)  

before it launches into the other three sections: The Form of Government, The Directory for Worship and The Rules of  

Discipline. These living documents are changed by a specified method as often as every two years. 
 

10. We are a connectional church. Each congregation is part of a web of relationships in our Presbyterian family. In part, this 

means that each congregation and each session is accountable to the larger church through the presbytery. This accountability 

is expressed in requirements for annual reporting and review of session records. Presbyteries and synods are likewise  

accountable to the council above. We’re all in this together. The decisions of one council influence the work of another.  

Persons ordained by one presbytery or session are ordained in the whole church. We support and pray for each other.  

Those elected as ruling elders to serve on their sessions may also be called upon to serve as commissioners to presbytery,  

synod, or General Assembly. 
 

Understanding these basic principles of Presbyterian polity can help us to be more comfortable and effective as ruling elders 

and a congregation as we serve faithfully together.    

 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, September 3  
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m. in the church parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mimi Reynolds 
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.  

We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  

We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!   

We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Men’s Breakfast   Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, September 15 at 9:00a.m.  

in the Fellowship Hall. 

As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a 

great opportunity for fellowship among our men!  We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.  

I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month. 

Recurring Monthly Events 

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday September 4 at 6:00pm - Baked Potato Bar!  

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make 

everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking 

out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of 

the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.  

In the month of November we will begin our soups, salads and desserts meals.  Please consider bringing a pot of soup! 

Questions?  Please contact Reggie Hunnicutt at reghunnicutt@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor 
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Our book for the month of September is The Bookshop at Water’s End by Patti Callahan Henry. 
 

The women who spent their childhood summers in a small southern town discover it  

harbors secrets as lush as the marshes that surround it...  
 

Bonny Blankenship’s most treasured memories are of idyllic summers spent in Watersend, 

South Carolina, with her best friend, Lainey McKay. Amid the sand dunes and oak trees draped 

with Spanish moss, they swam and wished for happy-ever-afters, then escaped to the local 

bookshop to read and whisper in the glorious cool silence. Until the night that changed  

everything, the night that Lainey’s mother disappeared. 
 

Now, in her early fifties, Bonny is desperate to clear her head after a tragic mistake threatens her career as an  

emergency room doctor, and her marriage crumbles around her. With her troubled teenage daughter, Piper, in tow, 

she goes back to the beloved river house, where she is soon joined by Lainey and her two young children. During 

lazy summer days and magical nights, they reunite with bookshop owner Mimi, who is tangled with the past and its 

mysteries. As the three women cling to a fragile peace, buried secrets and long ago loves return like the tide.   

We always welcome new readers! Please join us in the church parlor at 7pm on Monday, September 23rd 

whether you had a chance to read this month’s book or not. 
 

The Farmers Market - The market is open every Wednesday from 3:00 to 6:30pm.  We plan on staying 

open until the end of October as long as Miller and Sons has produce. Other vendors this year include Curt’s  

Kettle Corn, Happy Farm meats, fresh eggs, jewelry and local honey!  Julia Alexander also offers Healing Touch 

mini sessions. Stop by on Wednesday’s before you come for dinner!   

mailto:521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com


 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal,  

$15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
Menu For September 

 

September 4 - Free Community Meal 
Baked Potato Bar 

 

September 11 - Sloppy Joes  
 
 

September 18- Poppy Seed Chicken 
 
 

September 25 - Meat Loaf 
 

 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming 

when you sign the attendance book or  

call the office at 704-455-2479 

Ready for a Little Spring Spruce? 
Annual Yard Sale 

 

We will gladly take your treasures for the 

annual yard sale to be held, Saturday, 

October 5th.  As in the past year, there 

will be a place to store items in the  

basement.  Remember the saying,  “One 

man's junk is the Church's treasure.”   

That said - please make sure the items you 

bring us are saleable and in decent  

condition!!   

 

WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING ADULT 

CLOTHING/SHOES THIS YEAR - 

BUT WE WILL ACCEPT  

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING/SHOES 

Family Game Night 

Twice a month on the  

second and fourth Friday in 

the Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, September 13 
and 27 
7:00pm  
Game Night has become a fun Friday 
night tradition at RRPC.  Young and old 
members alike come out to play a friendly 
game of cards, or their favorite board 
game.  All you have to bring is your  
favorite game, a snack to share and your 
competitive spirit!  Invite your neighbors 
and friends for some good clean fun!   
All are welcome! 
Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano 

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Women’s Retreat 

November 8—10, 2019 

Amy Hicks will be back as our 

Bible leader. Registration forms 

can be found in the vestibule.  

A $50 non-refundable deposit is 

due by September 15
th
, 2018.   

Balance due by  

October 27th, 2018. 
 Questions?  Please contact Priscilla 

Giuliano at  704-706-3203 

tttandsp@gmail.com 
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Ten Cents-a-Meal is still going strong!  Please remember we take donations on Wednesday nights 

and the first Sunday of the month.   We have collected $3732 year to date!, Collections for the 

month of August were over $425!!  Thank you for your generosity and for helping to fight  

hunger in our area. 

GriefShare - If anyone is looking for the 

Griefshare workshop this fall, please direct 

them to Oak Grove Baptist Church in  

Harrisburg.  They have a 13 week session  

beginning Thursday, September 5 at 7:00pm.  

RRPC is not offering the GriefShare workshop 

this fall but will resume in the spring.   

Questions can be directed to Rev. M. Heyward at 704-421-2250 or  

D. McIntyre at 704-455-8144 

Surviving the Holidays - We will be offering the 

Surviving the Holiday’s workshop for anyone in our 

community that has lost a loved one and may need 

guidance to help them through the holiday season.  

This workshop will be held on Wednesday,  

November 6th after the Community Meal (6:45pm)  

Healing Touch Clinic 
 

Healing Touch continues to be a wonderful outreach for our church.   

Julia Alexander continues to offer mini sessions during the Farmer’s market, 

and by appointment during the week.  We continue to hold the clinic on the  

3rd Sunday of each month, and the next clinic is scheduled for Sunday,  

September 15th.   Come see Julia at the Farmers market or call for an appointment upstairs in room 205.   
 

Call Julia Alexander for more information @ 704-579-0781. 
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Calvin’s Corner by Neal Carter 

Alyson Janke is a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  She has served the  stated clerk of John Knox Presbytery for 

20 years.  She contributed an article 10 things ruling elders should know, to the August 5, 2015 addition of the publication, The 

Presbyterian Outlook.  
 

With the RRPC nominating committee currently in the process of the elder nominating process for the new class of elders, I 

thought this would be a good overview of ruling elders in our congregation (some of the sections I have edited for space  

purposes).  
 

*All parenthetical notes-(F-2.08)-denote references in the Book of Order. 
 

Alyson Janke: 

In my work as a presbytery stated clerk, I am called upon to help equip ruling elders-elect for their service on the session and in 

the wider church. As a ruling elder myself, I recognize the need for polity education for those of us who are not seminary 

trained church leaders. Here are ten things I think every ruling elder should know. 
 

1. God called you to this service. Sometimes we think of serving on the session of our churches as “taking our turn on the 

board.” Although we responded to a nominating committee’s invitation, God was behind it. Being a ruling elder is a ministry to 

which we are ordained. Ruling elders answer the same questions at ordination as teaching elders (ministers) answer, except 

those questions specifically related to the duties of the ministry. Ordination is for life, even though terms on the session are  

limited. When a ruling elder is not serving on the session, he or she is still eligible to perform many of the functions of the     

ministry, such as being the clerk, assisting in the administration of the sacraments or being a commissioner to one of the more 

inclusive councils. 
 

2. We are Presbyterian, not congregational or episcopal. Congregational types of churches make decisions in  

congregational meetings. Episcopal types of churches authorize their bishops to make decisions for the life of the church.  

Presbyterians come together in groups elected by the people they serve to make decisions. These elected people are called 

presbyters, ruling elders and teaching elders (also called ministers of the Word and Sacrament). Very few decisions are made 

by single individuals and very few decisions are made by vote of a congregation. Most decisions for the life of a congregation 

are made by the session. These range from providing for the worship, education and spiritual nurture of people in the  

congregation to managing the physical property of the church and adopting a budget. 
 

3. There are four councils, or governing levels, in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The session is the council of the  

congregation. The congregation elects the persons who serve on its session. There is a moderator or co-moderators and the 

ruling elders elected for specific terms. The presbytery is all the congregations and teaching elders within a certain district  

(G-3.0301). The synod is a specific geographic area with at least three presbyteries (G-3.0401). The General Assembly is the 

council of the whole church (G-3.0501). When presbyteries, synods or the General Assembly meet as deliberative bodies they 

are composed of commissioners who are ruling elders and teaching elders in numbers as nearly equal as possible. 
 

4. Presbyters are commissioners, not delegates. Whether we are serving on our congregation’s session or as a  

commissioner to presbytery, synod, or General Assembly, we seek to “find and represent the will of Christ,” (F-3.0204) not 

those who elected us. While their opinions and positions inform us, they do not bind us. When we gather together we pray for 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, listen to discussion and debate and vote as we are led by the Spirit. 
 

5. When presbyters are gathered as deliberative bodies, decisions are made by voting. After opportunity for discussion 

and discernment, “a majority shall govern” (F-3.0205). We use the most recent edition of “Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly  

Revised” (RRONR) as our parliamentary authority (G-3.0105). RRONR is a tool that helps us determine the will of the body. It 

should never be used as a means of exercising power at the exclusion of fairness. We can understand this by keeping in mind 

three parliamentary principles: 

•  The rights and the unity of the body shall be preserved; 

•  The will of the majority shall prevail; 

•  The rights of the minority shall be protected. 

We bear in mind that Christ is the head of the church (F-1.02) and all of the business we conduct should be done in a way that 

builds up the body of Christ. 
 

6. “Ruling” in the title of ruling elders is about measuring, not flexing power (G-2.0301). It is their role to measure the 

spiritual health of the congregation entrusted to their care and make decisions that equip and strengthen the congregation’s 

discipleship. Ruling elders follow the example of Christ and lead by service while working with moderators of session and  

pastors. 
 

7. Compassion is one of the characteristics of ruling elders. In many Presbyterian churches there are deacons who carry 

out ministries of compassion, witness and service (G-2.0201). In the Presbyterian churches that have chosen not to have  

deacons, “the function of this ordered ministry shall be the responsibility of the ruling elders and the session” (G-2.0202). In 

either case, part of the role of the session is to be a compassionate witness in the congregation and community. 

  

 

https://pres-outlook.org/author/the-presbyterian-outlook/
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