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From the Pastor - Neal Carter
Getting ready for the upcoming Women’s yard sale, we have set aside several items to
be donated. Partial items will simply have to be pitched. You know, things like
incomplete puzzles. I’m sure you have experienced the annoyance of putting together a
puzzle, only to get to the end and a piece is missing? Even though the piece may just be
a small fragment of the puzzle, its absence leaves a noticeable flaw in the whole picture.
The same holds true in the church. 1 Peter 2:5 tells us, "… like living stones, let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." (NRSV). In an actual building, a
missing brick leaves a hole in the wall. In the Reformed Tradition, we claim that we are a
connectional church (none of us are out on our own). Our faith in Christ draws us
together to connect with other Christians to make a dynamic whole — which brings us
joy and God glory.
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When we belong to Christ, we are part of His body. He is the head. He leads the body,
and He orchestrates its movements. And we are connected not only to Him, but also to
every other part of the body as well. As we read in Scripture, "But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose." (1 Corinthians 12:18, NRSV).
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As believers, we all have an important job to do. We have a major role to play in the
Church of Jesus Christ. And it's the job of every believer to rightly discern his or her role
in the plan of God and to serve with enthusiasm — no matter what job God asks us to
do.
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The English poet George Herbert expressed this insight eloquently:
Teach me, my God and King,
In all things thee to see;
And what I do in anything
To do it as for thee.
A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine;
Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
Makes that and the action fine.
The body of Christ works best when all its parts work together. As believers, we are all
different. We have different gifts and abilities, and we have different jobs to do. We are
all needed in the congregation. We tend to be at our best when we are connected to
other believers, moving forward.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• Community Meal on 1st
Spaghetti & Meatballs
• September Meeting
• Class on Honey Bees
• Elder Nominations

At RRPC, we need each other to make the many programs and outreach ventures
function effectively. As we begin the new school year, set aside some time to share in
the fellowship and work of the church. Never underestimate your significance to the
Body of Christ and the church. You have an important gift to bring to the community of
faith. Each of us has unique gifts; each of us is a vital and valued part of God's
Kingdom. Let’s make this a great year of faith and worship together!
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Join us on Sunday, September 9 for our September Meeting. This is a special time for our church where we gather as a
church family and celebrate our history. We begin with Sunday School at 10:00am, communion will be served during
Worship, and then we will all head to the grove for delicious food and fellowship. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to
share, a jug of tea or lemonade, and a chair or blanket to sit on. Please invite former members, friends and neighbors to
join us! If you’ve never been to a September meeting please join us! It’s a great way to get to know other members.

Church Life

Children
Children’s News
From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education
Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River? Contact Sharon Vanpelt
(dce@rockyriver.org) or Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).

From the DCE’s Corner September 2018
The Power of Heroes
All summer long, the children’s Sunday School class has been exploring biblical heroes using a
curriculum that draws comparisons to super heroes found in many movies of the day. They have
donned capes and made masks, gloves, and power bands as they learned how heroes of the Bible
saved the day in their own time.
Superman, Batman, Spiderman, Captain America, Iron Man, Wonder Woman and more have taken over the box office lately.
Why? Because we all want to see how they can defeat evil using their special powers. It’s usually awesome, fantastical, and
often destructive. Occasionally there are bitter consequences that result from such combat, but the super heroes always win the
day.
I am fortunate to have seen many super heroes in my life. Yes, our military, our law enforcement officers and firefighters are all
heroes. But who are those other heroes, the ones who often go unnamed, but who do their part to save bits of our own personal
worlds?
Here are some of my super heroes:
The girl who stood with her friend against several bullies in elementary school;
The person who, 7 cars ahead of me in the drive-thru lane, started the “pass it on” movement that paid for my lunch one day
(yes, I kept it going—no idea how long it went);
The several drivers who stopped to push a stalled car out of traffic;
The persons on the Christian Education committee who, without being asked, step in to substitute in the nursery or VBS
class or sound closet or tons of other places.
The volunteers who help in the church office with dozens of trivial tasks that free up your staff to work on other items.
The men and women who use their own time and tools to create, build, clean, maintain, and repair items so that our church
can continue its ministry to the community.
There are so many more that I can’t list them. My heroes are those people who are constantly on the lookout for ways they can
help. Their super power comes from the Holy Spirit that fills their hearts with God’s love for God’s people.
That’s what we learned over the summer. The power of God’s heroes does not come from a scientific accident or our own
physical or mental strength; it comes from God. When we allow God to fill us up with love from the inside, we can live a life that
offers that love to others. Saving the world from an awful fate? Well, we may never know. But wouldn’t you want to try—one
small deed at a time?
Learning Your Bible classes
The Learning Your Bible class will begin September 9th during the Sunday School hour in Room 204
of the Education building. All children in grades 3-5 are invited to attend these classes to learn more
about the Bible. In this class, children will become comfortable with using the Bible, so that they may
read it at home, and follow along in worship services. It will be an interesting six weeks of classes led by
Sharon Vanpelt. Be sure to bring your child with his or her Bible beginning Sunday, September 9 th.
Congratulations to 3rd graders Neal Dulin and Colton Heavey who received new children’s Bibles
during the worship service on Christian Education Sunday.
Godly Play training event - September 13-15
RRPC is hosting a national training event for Godly Play Foundation Sept. 13-15th. Churches from NC,
SC, Virginia, Georgia, and Florida will send representatives to our church for 3 days of training on the
Godly Play model which we use in children’s Sunday School. Our own JD McNutt will be the trainer and
will lead us through many exercises to strengthen our understanding of the Godly Play model and its
impact on people of all ages.
Volunteers are needed to help with the meals on Thursday (dinner), and Friday/Saturday (lunch).
If you can help please contact Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.
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Please Keep in Your Prayers: Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Roy Harris; Frank Graham (former member);
Ruth Mills, friend of Vance & Brenda Horton; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Buddy Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and
Mary Litteral; Gerald Jones, father of Deb Carter; Jeannette Lefler, sister of Dale Ritchie; John Rankin; Will Harris, nephew of
Cyndi Conway (battling leukemia); Julia Wainwright, friend of Alice Williams; Jim Avery, friend of Cyndi Conway; Roman
Shepard; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda Clark; Ann Glosson; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of
Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran; Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Harley and Teresa Vea,
friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Pat
McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend
of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan
Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams;
Zackie Moore.
If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal
directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and
offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com Church Office: 704.455.2479

September Birthdays
Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Barbara Murray
David Murray

9/1
9/4

Allison Harris
Cathy Jewett

9/13
9/14

Kenza Mitchem

9/4

Ruby Garmon

9/14

Erin Mowery

9/6

Dylan McDonald

9/19

Brendan Milliken

9/7

Ann Burr

9/20

Lisa Brombacher

9/7

Savannah Dickason

9/20

Katrina Rockel

9/8

Lori McDonald

9/21

Robin Linker

9/8

Larry Wilson

9/21

Sherrie McDonald

9/8

Bill McDonald

9/25

Krista Eason

9/9

Joey Dulin

9/27

Maegan Fairchild

9/9

Patrick McCachren

9/27

Mandy Ide

9/9

Elizabeth Carriker

9/28

Ross Linker

9/9

Kimberly Farrell

9/28

Ben Jakiela

9/10

Danny Tankersley

9/29

Daniel Linker

9/11

Kaitlyn Linker

9/29

This list was generated from our Church Windows database. If I have missed someone I
apologize sincerely! Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the
correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.
Congratulations to Stephanie and Jeff Campbell on the birth
of their grandson, Cian Aleister Snow. Cian is the son of
Chelsea Campbell and Oliver Snow. He was born on August
19 at 11:57pm weighing 6lbs 15oz and 21 inches long!
Everyone is doing great!

It is with great sadness that we extend our heartfelt
sympathies to the family of Stan Violette, who passed away
on August 21. As we grieve his passing from our midst, we
also rejoice that he has joined the Church Triumphant and is
now and forever with our Lord Jesus Christ. At 96 years old,
Stan was one of our oldest members.
11

Service Volunteers

Scripture Readings for the month of September
Saturday, September 1
Sunday, September 2
Monday, September 3
Tuesday, September 4
Wednesday, September 5
Thursday, September 6
Friday, September 7
Saturday, September 8
Sunday, September 9
Monday, September 10
Tuesday, September 11
Wednesday, September 12
Thursday, September 13
Friday, September 14
Saturday, September 15
Sunday, September 16
Monday, September 17
Tuesday, September 18
Wednesday, September 19
Thursday, September 20
Friday, September 21
Saturday, September 22
Sunday, September 23
Monday, September 24
Tuesday, September 25
Wednesday, September 26
Thursday, September 27
Friday, September 28
Saturday, September 29
Sunday, September 30

Job 9:1;10:1-9, 16-22 and John 8:12-20

Job 11:1-9, 13-20 and Matthew 5:1-12
Job 12:1-6, 13-25 and John 8:21-32
Job 12:1; 13:3-17, 21-27 and John 8:33-47
Job 12:1; 14:1-22 and John 8:47-9
Job 16:16-22; 17:1, 13-16 and John 9:1-17
Job 19:1-7, 14-27and John 9:18-41
Job 22:1-4, 21-23:7 and John 10:1-18
Job 25:1-6; 27:1-6 and Matthew 5:13-20
Job 32:1-10, 19-33:1,19-28 and John 10:19-30
Job 29:1-20 and John 10:31-42
Job 29:1; 30:1-2, 16-31John 11:1-16
Job 29:1; 31:1-23 and John 11:17-29
Job 29:1;31:24-40 and John 11:30-44
Job 38:1-17 and John 11:45-54
Job 38:1, 18-41 and Matthew 5:21-26
Job 40:1-24 and John 11:55-12:8
Job 40:1; 41:1-11 and John 12:9-19
Job 42:1-17 and John 12:20-26
Job 28:1-28 and john 12:27-36a
Esther 1:1-4, 10-19 and John 12:36b-43
Esther 2:5-8, 15-23 and John 12:44-50
Esther 3:1-4:3 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Esther 4:4-17 and Luke (1:1-4) 3:1-14
Esther 5:1-14 and Luke 3:15-22
Esther 6:1-14 and Luke 4:1-13
Esther 7:1-10 and Luke 4:14-30
Esther 8:1-8, 15-17 and Luke 4:31-37
Esther 9:1-32 and Luke 4:38-44
Hosea 1:1-2:1 and Matthew 13:44-52

Nursery Volunteers
Infant Nursery

Chiming the Hour

The new Sunday School year kicks off September 9th!
Sunday, September 9th marks the beginning of Christian Education Week on the national PC(USA)
calendar. During the worship service that day, we will dedicate our Christian Education leaders to
their positions and pray for them as they begin their service. It’s a great time to get back into the
Sunday School habit or to try out a new class! Classes begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.

Sept. 2

James Ide

Sept. 9

Colton Heavey

Sept. 16

Isabella Rockel

Nurseries: (birth-age 2) Room 104; and (ages 3-4) Room 103, Main floor Education bldg.

Sept. 23

Anna Talton

Primary (grades K-2) Room 220, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Godly Play

Sept. 30

James Ide

Junior (Gr. 3-5) Room 221, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Godly Play II
Middle School (grades 6-8) basement, Education bldg.
Senior High (grades 9-12) basement, Education bldg.

A Time for Children
Sept. 2

Jerry Clark

Sept. 9

Neal Carter

Sept. 16

Vance Horton

Sept. 23

Joey Dulin

Sept. 30

JD McNutt

Young Adult Gathering (Young Adults) Room 105, Main floor, Education bldg. College aged and older young
adults join in conversation about faith topics of immediate concern to the group
Faith in Action (Adults) Room 214, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word
As the class studies scripture weekly, they put their faith into action by collecting monies to help persons in need.
Seekers (Adults) Room 216, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word
Adults enjoy fellowship together and explore God’s Word in its historical context and seek its application to real life.
Discovery (Adults) Room 218, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., Feasting On the Word
Adults of all ages study lectionary Bible passages that coincide with the day’s worship service.

Bread
Sept. 2

Ann Glosson

Sept. 9

Jean Hager

Sept. 16

Cathy Jewett

Sept. 23

Carol Lyerly

Sept. 30

Ann Windell

Worship Assistants
Sept. 2

Kathy Linker

Sept. 9

Candice Shepard

Sept. 16

Emma Wakeman

Sept. 23

Gigi Hunnicutt

Sept. 30

Ben Burr

Toddler Nursery

Senior Bible (Adults) Room 101, Main floor, Education bldg., Uniform Lesson Series
Traditional Bible study led by a team that encourages much class discussion.
Thank you to all our Christian Education leaders for the 2017-2018 church school year!
Bible studies
You may have heard on Christian Education Sunday that the Christian Education committee is giving special emphasis in the
coming church school year to biblical literacy. We found that many people in the congregation voiced the concern that they did
not know the Bible as well as they thought they should. In response to this, we are rolling out several Bible studies, beginning
the week of October 14th

•

The Bible from Scratch, Tuesday mornings and Wednesday evenings - Kathy Dulin and Candice Shepard, leaders.
For those who want to know the basics of the Bible, beginning with the New Testament. Times to be determined.

•
•

What’s in the Bible? Video study for Grades K-5, Wednesday evenings (6:45), led by Sharon Vanpelt
Theology On Tap faith conversations, a monthly gathering on Monday evenings at Vortex Bottle Shop, led by Neal Carter.
For age 21 and older who want to dig deeper into theological topics and life application of scripture.

Let’s recommit ourselves to learning more about God and God’s might acts so that we may see and feel his presence daily in
our lives.

Sept. 2

Candice (for Mandy Williams)

Sept. 2

Rebecca Murray (for the Bechtols)

Nursery Volunteers needed!

Sept. 9

Kenza Mitchem

Sept. 9

Laura Milliken & Carol Lyerly

Sept. 16

Beau & Jane Talton

Sept. 16

Dave & Phyllis Miller

Sept. 23

Rex & Ashley Carriker

Sept. 23

Tommy & Erica Heavey

We are in dire need of more caregivers for the nursery during Sunday School and worship. Each week
we are asked to staff two nurseries with two adults in each room. With an adequate number of
volunteers, each person only needs to serve four Sundays a year during worship, and monthly during
Sunday School.

Sept. 30

Dede Dickason, Trinity Ide & Savannah

Sept. 30

Candice, Ellie and Maggie Shepard

Ushers
1st Sunday:
2nd Sunday:
3rd Sunday:
4th Sunday:
5th Sunday:
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Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick Spickard
Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Jeff Thomas, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
Lead: Steve Jewett, Tim or Dianne Savelle, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski, Dori or Scott Swaringen
Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Traci Bird, Jim Stafford, King McCachren
Lead: JD and the Youth along with Team 3
Week #
1
2
3
4
5

Head Counter
Teri
Teri
Teri
Scott
Teri

Assistant
Reggie Hunnicutt
Stephen Jewett
Ben Schneider
Frank Reynolds
Bill Carriker

Caregivers must be willing and able to:
Pass a simple criminal background check
Commit to serve 4 times a year (worship) or once a month (Sunday School)
Monitor social media for reminders of your time of service
Find a substitute on your own if you must be absent
Greet and check in visitors to the nursery
Play with children and monitor their play with others
Change diapers or help with bathroom time
Comfort children; rock babies
Talk with and listen to children
To volunteer or to find out more information, contact Cindy Spickard or Cyndi Conway.
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Youth News

Online Giving

from JD McNutt, Youth Director

“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways
in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time
should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call
to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the
Christian discipline of stewardship.”

Back To School Blues
I’ve got a bad case of back to school blues. All of you have started back to school by now and
hopefully are off to a good start! New grade, new teachers, new classes, new ...well, you got
me now. And me, I got a new case of the blues. I know it may seem foreign to some of you but
I wish I was going to school. Not middle school, not high school. I would love to be back in
seminary classes.
Even though I joke around about school being slightly less than evil (well, just homework, tests and the standardized
tests....those are still awful in my mind), I do love to learn. Maybe it is the atmosphere, the sharing of knowledge, or
going deeper into knowing something that I only thought I understood.
My favorite year of school? Probably 3rd grade. We did art every day. And kickball! (We used to do dodgeball until
the wrong kid got hit in the face and their parents had some unnatural influence over the laws of the school...why
was it our fault he couldn’t duck?). And my teacher, Ms. Blanton, knew how to light up the room with her energy. It
was an awesome year!
So I envy you! I also encourage you to make the most of it. Learn, learn, learn! And hopefully one day soon I can
get me a new backpack and be a student again! I just need to find a local dodgeball league and I will be all set! :)
Peace,
JD

Youth Calendar
Sunday School—Sunday Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)
Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.
Bible Study every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm

Sept 2 - no youth activities
Sept 9 - Youth 6-7:30; rising 6th graders first youth!
Sept 16 - Youth 6-7:30
Sept 23 - lunch and Carillon mission work day
Sept 30 - Youth 6-7:30

We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.
•
Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.
•
You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.
•
Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.
•
You can designate which fund your donation goes to (General, Building, Scholarship, Youth etc…)
•
It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.
•
Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time
donation. It’s up to you!
If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

A Message from the Finance Team
The Finance Team meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday of each month. During these meetings the members of the committee
discuss various items related to the church’s finances, most notably stewardship and operating expenses.
One of the topics discussed at the last meeting was the Scholarship program that we offer to our youth as they head off to
college. This program had been established years ago by a former member, Dandridge Price Jennings. It has been
self-funded for years, through the initial donation from Ms. Jennings and subsequent donations from our members. The
scholarship awards college bound students a sum total of $2500 over four years ($1000 first year; $500 each year after).
The goal of this message is to let you all know that this fund is available if you are called to help in any way. This fund, along
with a few others, are not a part of our general operating budget. We rely on donations from our members (both past and present) to keep these programs running. Other opportunities to give are: the cemetery fund, youth mission trip, 10 cents-a-meal,
boy scouts, and building fund. You can donate directly to the scholarship fund (or any others) on line or by indicating on your
check which fund you want to contribute to.

Please note: when writing checks to the church, whether it be for the general fund, the building fund, or other
donations, it would help us immensely if you would write separate checks. This will help reduce accounting
errors and make sure the money is designated for the fund you want it to go to. Thank you for your help with
this!!

Questions? Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com

CE Sunday Pictures

Stewardship
2018 PROPOSED BUDGET: $382,667 NEEDED PER MONTH: $31,888 NEEDED PER WEEK: $7,358
WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

8/5/2018

4771

-$2587

-$27,117

8/12/2018

7429

+$71

-$19,688

8/19/2018

6246

-$1112

-$13,442

8/26/2018

5301

-$2057

-$8,141

UPDATE ON BUILDING LOAN— the new balance of our building loan is $363,967.
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BAM! BAM!! Dave
Mowery getting our
attention!

Neal Dulin wondering if
he’s smarter than a fifth
grader!

Julia Cagle convincing
everyone that we
NEED volunteers!

JD McNutt asking the
tough questions during
the game show!!
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Recurring Monthly Events

For Your Body

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles

Healing Touch Clinic
Healing Touch has made new friends at the Farmers
market this summer! Julia Alexander set up a chair for
mini sessions on Wednesday afternoon and counted
41 sessions in the month of July. Several longer
sessions on the Sunday afternoon clinics were also well received in July and
August. Evaluation forms indicate that the service is relaxing and valuable. The
September Sunday afternoon clinic is on hold, but the Wednesday afternoon
sessions will continue. So come see Julie at the Farmers market or call for an
appointment upstairs in room 205.

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

Tuesday, September 4
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m. in the church parlor
Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Priscilla Giuliano
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.
We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.
We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!
We meet the first Tuesday of each month.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

Call Julia Alexander for more information @ 704-579-0781.

Wednesday September 5 at 6:00pm - Spaghetti and Meatballs!

Silver Sneakers Yoga Class - will now be offered on Tuesday mornings at
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Crystal Passmore is the instructor and is
certified by Silver Sneakers. If you are a member of Silver Sneakers the
class is offered at no charge, if you are not a member of Silver Sneakers
the cost is $3 per class. This class is designed for all ages and skill levels.
Chairs are available if needed for support! Come and give it a try!

Questions? Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com

The Farmers Market - The market is open every Wednesday from 3:00 to 6:30pm.

Building and Grounds News
We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm; however, our next meeting is scheduled for the morning of September 8 at
9:00am. We will have a workday immediately after the meeting to get ready for September meeting. The more help we have
the quicker we can get done!
There will also be a workday on Saturday, September 15 at 8:00am to fertilize and reseed the lawns. We can use lots of help
with this project!
Committee chairpersons can be reached at:
Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com
Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make
everyone feel welcome. We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking
out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of
the Rocky River family. Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.
In the month of October we will begin our soups, salads and desserts meals. Please consider bringing a pot of soup!

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety
of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.
1 Peter 4:10-11

We plan on staying
open until the end of October as long as Miller and Sons has produce. Other vendors this year include Wyolina
Kennels, Curt’s Kettle Corn, Mullis Family Farm meats, fresh eggs, jewelry and local honey! Julia Alexander also
offers Healing Touch mini sessions. Stop by on Wednesday’s before you come for dinner!

Men’s Breakfast

Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, September 16 at 9:00a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a
great opportunity for fellowship among our men! We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.
I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month.

Sermon Podcasts: Did you miss Sunday Service? Want to hear Neal’s sermon? Now you can!! A podcast is an audio file
available to download or stream to your computer, mobile phone, tablet, or car audio system. What is on our Podcast?
Our weekly scripture and sermon message from Rev. Neal Carter. Each podcast typically lasts 20 minutes. Just go to our website
www.rockyriver.org and click on the Worship tab, and on the dropdown menu click on sermon podcast. It’s that simple. Make
sure you have a podcast app Either in iTunes or Google play.

Donations for Orphanage - For those of you following the Shepard’s adoption of Roman from the
Ukraine - the wait is almost over!! Roman is officially a Shepard now and will be coming home next
month. Devin Shepard will make the trip back to the Ukraine to bring him home, and we will be collecting
donations to leave with Roman’s orphanage. We will collect from now until September 12th.
The most urgent needs for them will be winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves and boots.
All kids sizes. They don’t go past 15 years old and most kids are small for their age. Devin will have a
little room to take school supplies such as pencils and loose leaf paper.
Because of weight we have to limit that somewhat. And of course monetary donations are
always appreciated. You can bring your donations to the church office. Thank you all for your
continued support in helping to bring Roman home!
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Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor
Our book for September is Kristen Hannah’s Magic Hour. Having read her best seller,
Nightingale in 2017, we look forward to discussing this earlier book by the author.
Deep in the Pacific Northwest lies the Olympic National Forest which is nearly one million acres
of mostly undiscovered land. From the heart of this old forest, a 6-yr-old girl emerges. She
cannot give any information about herself. Julia, a disgraced child psychiatrist, is determined
to save this child, but she will need help from others including a sister who is the police chief in
the small town caught up in this drama. What will happen to the girl she calls Alice?
We always welcome new readers! Please join us in the church parlor at 7pm on Monday,
September 24th whether you had a chance to read this month’s book or not.
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net

Volunteers Needed for Fall Festival!!

The Congregational Care Committee is hard at work planning the
Fall Festival and will be asking for help from the congregation! This is a great way to support our mission of
reaching out to the community and we hope you will volunteer with a cheerful heart!! Save the date Oct. 13th and
be ready for some fun!!! Details will be forthcoming!!
5

Book Sale

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal,
$15/family maximum
The caterer donates $1 from every $5
collected back to the Youth group!

ALL ARE INVITED!
Menu For September
September 5 - Free Community Meal
Spaghetti & Meatballs
September 12 - Taco Bar
September 19 - Poppy Seed Chicken
September 26 - Ravioli
To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming
when you sign the attendance book or
call the office at 704-455-2479

Women’s Retreat
November 9—11, 2018
Amy Hicks will be back as our
Bible leader and Bellefonte has
been invited. Registration forms
can be found in the vestibule.
A $50 non-refundable deposit is
due by September 16th, 2018.
Balance due by
October 28th, 2018.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla
Giuliano at 704-706-3203
tttandsp@gmail.com

The next book sale will
be in the spring of
2019. If you have
books to donate you
can bring them to the basement of the
new building. Please put the books in the
back corner where tables and partitions
are located. We would prefer the books
be in boxes instead of bags so we can
move them around easily and sort the
contents.
Note: If you have any books related to
Halloween, Thanksgiving or Christmas to
donate, please put them in the opposite
back corner for the PW Yard Sale in
October. Those will be the only books
sold then due to the holidays being close
to the Yard Sale date.
Questions? Contact Marie Morrison at
morrison1960@windstream.net

GRIEF SHARE
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00
August 16 - Nov. 8
GriefShare started Thursday
August 16 with 14 participants,
and it looks like they are going to
be an active and "talky roup". We
are thankful for everyone who has
helped with this program and ask
for prayers for the group this
fall. It has been a real outreach in
mission for RRPC.
If you know anyone who is hurting
due to the loss of a loved one, tell
them about GriefShare. Julia
Alexander, Pamela Sciascia, and
Mimi Reynolds are facilitators and
can be reached for questions
through the church office at
704-455-2479.

Ready for a Little Spring Spruce?

Family Game Night

Annual Yard Sale
We will gladly take your treasures for the
annual yard sale to be held, Saturday,
October 6th. As in the past year, there
will be a place to store items in the
basement. Remember the saying, “One
man's junk is the Church's treasure.”
That said - please make sure the items you
bring us are saleable and in decent
condition!!
WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING ADULT
CLOTHING/SHOES THIS YEAR BUT WE WILL ACCEPT
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING/SHOES

Twice a month on the
second and fourth Friday in
the Fellowship Hall

Friday, September 14 and 28
7:00pm

Game Night has become a fun Friday
night tradition at RRPC. Young and old
members alike come out to play a friendly
game of cards, or their favorite board
game. All you have to bring is your
favorite game, a snack to share and your
competitive spirit! Invite your neighbors
and friends for some good clean fun!
All are welcome!
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano
at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

Piano lessons and more!! Our very own Audrey Reynolds is offering piano, guitar and voice lessons here at
RRPC. Audrey is also offering a new class: “FUNdamentals of Piano, a group class for retirees and
seniors ages 65+ will be offered weekly this fall. Learn keyboard basics, introductory music theory, and play
simple songs and hymns from sheet music and by ear! $10 per 30 minute weekly session for RRPC
Members, $15 for non-members.
Contact Audrey Reynolds for more information 704-579-8531 or adagiolessonstudio@gmail.com

Ten Cents-a-Meal is still going strong! Please remember we take donations on Wednesday
nights and the first Sunday of the month. We sent over $1300 to the Presbytery in July, and will
send our next donation at the end of October. Collections for the month of August were $527!!
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Introduction to Honey Bees
(Apis Mellifera) Saturday, October 13 at 9:30am
We had to cancel the first class due to lack
of interest, and since then we have had a few people express
interest, so we are going to try again. This class is open to
anyone in the congregation that has an interest in learning
about honey bees. Topics will include pollinators, biology,
history, fauna, flora, pesticides, safety and items utilized in
beekeeping. Mark you calendars and let King McCachren
know if you will be attending. The class will be taught by Stan
Frick and King McCachren.

Meet the Nominees—Elder Class of 2021
The Session has called a congregational meeting for the
purpose of electing officers to the class of 2021 to be held
following worship on Sunday, September 9, 2018
My name is Bo Geist, and I am honored to be nominated to be an Elder with Rocky River Presbyterian Church,
where my family and I have been members since January 2016. Both my wife Susan and I grew up in the Carolinas,
and we are delighted to be part of such a wonderful community in which to raise our two daughters, Annelise (12)
and Olivia (8). Although my job keeps me on the road more than I would like, it is always good to come back home.
We knew that we wanted to join Rocky River Presbyterian Church before we even moved here, and that welcoming,
inclusive spirit is something that I would like to extend to others. I am committed to the growth of our church and I
am eager to take a more active role in church leadership, to help increase the presence of this community that we
turn to for strength, comfort, and direction.
My name is King McCachren. I was born into and baptized here at Rocky River Presbyterian. At the age of 14, I
made my profession of faith and joined the church. Life as a Christian grew during my time in the US Air Force, and
continued as I married and had children. Pam and I have two children, Patrick and Lora. They both live in eastern NC
and we are expecting our first grandchild. I have served previously as an Elder at Rocky River and have been a part of
the Building and Grounds committee for a number of years. Rocky River has always held a place in my heart and I
have always wanted the best for Rocky River. We all, at Rocky River, represent this church to the greater community
which we serve. The new building has increased our presence in the life of the greater community and along with our
welcoming congregation, has brought, and hopefully will continue to bring new people into the life of the church.
My name is Cynthia "Cindy" Spickard I am married to Patrick and we have two boys, Evan and Nathan. We have
been members of Rocky River Presbyterian Church for over a year; however I grew up attending RRPC with my
parents and grandparents. I am driven to serve our community and wish to continue to grow our church family. I am
actively involved with our Christian Education ministry, and was the co-chair of Vacation Bible School this year.
Sharing the bible and God's grace is something I enjoy with all ages, especially our little ones. I am a stay at home,
homeschooling momma, and love working in my garden and being outdoors with my boys!
My name is Allison Harris and I have been a member of Rocky River Presbyterian since 2008. I live in Harrisburg
with my husband, Kevin and my children Aydenn and Owen. I work as a product manager in the consumer financial
services industry where I specialize in customer experience and process improvement. In my free time I enjoy
watching the children play soccer, reading and running. Over the years I have volunteered with children's and youth
programs at Rocky River. I bring a love for our church and a desire to grow in service to RRPC and the community
with this opportunity.

My name is Carol Lyerly and I have been a member of Rocky River Presbyterian Church since birth. My husband,
Jim, and I live in Harrisburg, and raised our children in this church, as well as our grandchildren. I have served as and
elder in the past, and am very active with the Worship, Women and Christian Education ministries. While I value the
history of our church, I also look forward to the future and reaching out to the community. RRPC truly is family to
me, and sharing that feeling with others is what I am called to do.
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