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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter
Well … it’s newsletter time again. Cyndi is reminding me once again that an
article is due. She pushes me to get my article in on time and to make sure
that everyone else does too. Didn’t we just do one of these last month?
So, once again, I must attempt to come up with something that is somewhat
clever. THEY (whoever THEY are) tell us that ministers reach more people with
the newsletter article than with the sermon (while true—I’m not sure how I’m
supposed to feel about that).

Save The Dates
September 6 - Choir Chimes Practice Begins (Grades K thru 6th)
September 8 - Family Game Night
September 9 - Church Workday
September 10 - September Meeting
September 11- Handbell Rehearsals Begin
September 22 - Family Game Night
September 23 - Bags in the Burg
October 7 - Yard Sale
October 14 - Fall Festival and Brunswick Stew
October 25 - Trunk or Treat
Nov. 10-12 - Women’s Retreat at Montreat
Nov 12 thru 18 - Serve at Soup Kitchen
More information on all of these events (and more!!) will be forthcoming.

So, this month, amidst my other readings and interests of how to be a growing
and welcoming congregation, I came upon an article from a Lutheran church
from 2016 entitled: We Are No Longer a Welcoming Church. This catches my
attention for sure.
Rob Moss, pastor of Lutheran Church of the Master in Lakewood, CO, writes:
We’ve decided to quit being a welcoming church. No kidding. We’re giving it up.
Like so many congregations, we’ve sunk an amazing amount of time and energy into becoming a welcoming church.
My congregation realized that we had been misplacing our emphasis. Welcoming, from a missional perspective, is
passive. It denotes waiting for visitors and guests to drop by.
Inviting is different. Inviting is active. Being an inviting church means that we leave the comfort of Sunday morning
worship and seek out our neighbors. Being an inviting church starts with who God has called us to be as a church
and mandates joining God at work in the world.
Each congregation has a purpose within God’s mission. Each has particular gifts. No congregation is everything to
everyone. But every congregation is something to someone. Who can know God through your worship style? Who
can experience forgiveness and grace through your congregational community? Who needs the gifts you have to
offer? Who can offer gifts you need?
Only when we are centered in this purpose can we become an inviting church. What does this look like in action?
Something like this ….
While in conversation over the backyard fence, you invite a neighbor who is in pain after losing a loved one to your
congregation’s grief support group.
When in the lunchroom chatting about the pressures of work, you invite a co-worker to your Bible study.
While waiting for your kids to get out of school, you talk with a friend about the struggles of parenting and invite their
family to your congregation’s upcoming family picnic.
Being an inviting congregation involves sharing God’s specific gifts—made real in your congregation—with people
outside the walls of the church building. Perhaps you already do this, or perhaps you need this push to step outside
your comfort zone.
It can be terrifying to step outside comfort zones and establish a pattern of inviting friends to attend worship. What if
he laughs at me or thinks less of me? What if she labels me as a narrow-minded, judgmental, hypocritical Biblethumper? Or what if they actually come? Then what?
Being invitational seems too big, too audacious, too frightening, so we simply don’t do it. How about breaking it down
into bite-size chunks that people actually can do?
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Here is a variation of the challenges this Lutheran pastor gave to his congregation and I give to you this month.

Church Life

CHALLENGE 1
“Just go two blocks past my church and you’ll see the grocery store.”
Try using the phrase “my church” in a conversation with one person each week. It’s as simple as talking
with just one person one time each week during the month.
CHALLENGE 2
“School violence? My church is hosting a forum about that next month.”
Consider one word or phrase that describes your congregation well, then use that word to finish the phrase: “My
church is _____.” Try doing this in conversation with one person per week during the month. When you start
looking for opportunities to bring up your congregation in conversation, it’s amazing how often they arise.

September Birthdays
Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Barbara Murray

9/1

Allison Harris

9/13

David Murray

9/4

Cathy Jewett

9/14

Kenza Mitchem

9/4

Ruby Garmon

9/14

CHALLENGE 3
“My church is really good at music.”
Think about one thing your congregation does very well. Perhaps it’s children’s ministry, education, music, social
activism or youth. Use that to finish the phrase: “My church is really good at _____.” Again, try this one time per
week with one person in a conversation. By now you might be getting the hang of this.

Kenneth Graham

9/4

Dylan McDonald

9/19

Erin Mowery

9/6

Ann Burr

9/20

Brendan Milliken

9/7

David Posey

9/20

Lisa Brombacher

9/7

Savannah Dickason

9/20

CHALLENGE 4
“Check out my church’s volunteer day at the food pantry.”
Invite one person to check out something in which your congregation is involved. This should be done in
appropriate conversations when an opening naturally presents itself—it should not feel forced or manipulated. By
now, hopefully this feels more comfortable and you are more attuned to ways to bring church into your everyday
conversations.

Grey Tankersley

9/8

Lori McDonald

9/21

Katrina Rockel

9/8

Larry Wilson

9/21

Robin Linker

9/8

Bill McDonald

9/25

Sherrie McDonald

9/8

Joey Dulin

9/27

CHALLENGE 5
“Would you like to join me at church this Sunday?”
Invite someone you know to come to worship with you.
This seems to be the most frightening invitation for many to make. Remember, the basis of our identity as people of
God is our new life given to us in Jesus Christ. When we quit pushing that on others and simply be that through
caring relationships, we reveal the love of God. And who knows? The neighbor you invited to church might just
reveal something about God that you didn’t know before.

Krista Eason

9/9

Patrick McCachren

9/27

Maegan Fairchild

9/9

Elizabeth Carriker

9/28

Mandy Ide

9/9

Jenny Owens

9/28

Ross Linker

9/9

Kimberly Farrell

9/28

Ben Jakiela

9/10

Danny Tankersley

9/29

To be an inviting congregation means you need to think about your connection to the church and why you are a
part. It also calls for us to think of who we are in the positive. We are doing a lot of positive ministry here at RRPC.
I know what I would say – My congregation loves to stand and visit with each other after worship. In this world that
is often too busy for one another, it is great to see people actually talk to one another.
Or—My congregation seems like they are paying attention and are engaged in worship.

Daniel Linker

9/11

Kaitlyn Linker

9/29

This list was generated from our Church Windows database. If I have missed someone I
apologize sincerely! Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the
correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.

Let’s be an inviting church. We might just be surprised.
Neal
“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways
in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time
should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call
to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the
Christian discipline of stewardship.”

Events
Sunday, September 10!!

We invite everyone to join us for Sunday School at 10:00am, Worship and
Communion at 11:00am, and Dinner in the Grove after worship! This is a time of fellowship, good food and
honoring the history of RRPC. Everyone is asked to bring chairs and/or blankets to sit on, a covered dish or
dessert, a jug of tea or lemonade and their friends and family!! Mark your calendars and join us on this special day!

Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, September 17 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a great
opportunity for fellowship among our men!

We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.

Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.

You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.

Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.

It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.

Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time
donation. It’s up to you!
If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Questions? Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net
Donkey Race

Events

2017 Stewardship Summary

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles

TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED: $351,000
NEEDED PER MONTH: $29,250
NEEDED PER WEEK: $6,750

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

8/06/2017

$6,555

-$195

-$22,695

8/13/2017

$4,228

-$2,522

-$18,467

Tuesday, September 5
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor
Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., The home of Priscilla Giuliano
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible
Studies. We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study,
prayer and fellowship. We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups! We meet the first Tuesday of
each month.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

8/20/2017

$6,563

8/27/2017

$6,108

Education Building
Loan as of 8/30/2017

$ 465,328.12

-$187

-$11,904

-$642

Start cleaning your closets for our annual yard sale!
We have set aside a corner of the basement for your
donations—so you can bring them anytime OR you can drop
off on the following dates: Wednesday, October 4th from
7:00-8:30p.m., Thursday October 5th from 9 - noon and
6:30-8:30p.m.; and Friday October 6th from 9 - noon and
6:00-7:00p.m. We will price the items for sale.

-$5,796

Minimum Monthly Payment

$

5,110

We are truly blessed here at Rocky River to have the new education building. We would ask everyone to pray we will get the
additional funds needed to pay down what we still owe. If you have not had a chance to make the pledge like we did three
years ago it is not too late for you to join the others in this venture. Write “ Building Fund” on your check and it will go towards
paying off our debt.

SAVE THE DATE!

Service Volunteers
Chiming the Hour

A Time for Children

Please no car seats, mattresses, cribs, broken, or
recalled items. Let the RRPC Women help de-clutter your
life and raise a few funds for our new building.
(and clean out your closets!)

Worship Assistants

Bread Ministry

September 3 Anna Talton

September 3 JD McNutt

September 3 Alice Williams

1st Sunday: Jim Lyerly (August)

September 10 Evan Spickard

September 10 Tommy Heavey

September 10 Julie Alexander

2nd Sunday: Candice Shepard

September 17 Dylan Cagle

September 17 Julie Alexander

September 17 Traci Bird

3rd Sunday: Emma Wakeman

September 24 Colton Heavey

September 24 Vance Horton

September 24 Linda Clark

4th Sunday: Gigi Hunnicutt

Rocky River Presbyterian’s Annual

September 3 Chris and Magan Bechtol

September 10 Cindy Spickard

September 10 Laura Milliken and Carol Lyerly

September 17 Beau and Jane Talton

September 17 Dave and Phyllis Miller

September 24 Rex and Ashley Carriker

September 24 Tommy and Erica Heavey

Ushers
1st Sunday: Lead; Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley and Garrett McDonald, Billy
McDonald
2nd Sunday: Lead; Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery, Jon Dickason, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
3rd Sunday: Lead; Chip Wells, Baxter Coble, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski, Darren Bird
4th Sunday: Lead; Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Kevin Harris, Frank Reynolds, Jimmy Stafford, King McCachren
5th Sunday: Lead; JD McNutt and Youth
Do you know someone looking for a church home? Have you been intentional in sharing all that Rocky River Presbyterian has to
offer? Everyday is a good day to tell someone about RRPC and to invite them to worship with us! Wednesday night fellowship is
another great way to introduce your friends to our church family. RRPC invites everyone, and we hope you will spread the word and
encourage your friends and neighbors to join us!

William Black Lodge

Contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

Toddler Nursery

September 3 Jacob and Christa Murray

November 10 - 12
We hope you will join us for a weekend of faith,
fellowship, food and fun!! Women of all ages are
encouraged to attend.

5th Sunday: Ben Burr

Infant Nursery

Questions contact Priscilla Giuliano (tttandsp@gmail.com).

A $50.00 deposit is due by September 10th, with the balance due by October 29th. The room charges per person
are as follow: Single room $270.00. Double $210.00. Third Floor (shared bathroom) $180.00. This includes
meals. We encourage you to join us for a weekend of spiritual fellowship. If you haven't gone before, please join us!
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com or Ann Burr at 704-796-1957

Rocky River Readers
Same Kind of Different As Me is an emotional story by two men from two entirely different worlds. Ron Hall is an
international art dealer whose regular clients include many celebrities. Denver Moore, an uneducated man who
grew up under almost modern slave conditions on a Louisiana plantation, was homeless when they met. Ron’s wife
had dragged him to a homeless shelter to help serve meals and he was reluctant to even speak to the people he
met there. Denver was a man of faith who was not impressed by Ron’s life. God worked in the lives of these men
and Ron’s wife Deborah, to change them and to open their hearts and eyes to the possibilities when God takes
over. This book is due to be made into a movie with Jon Voight, Renee Zellweger and Djimon Hounson. It should
generate some powerful thinking about homelessness and, hopefully, some interesting discussion.
Rocky River Readers will meet on September 25th at 7pm in the church parlor. We are always glad to welcome
new members for our discussions.
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net

Events

Scripture Readings for the month of September

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
MEALS
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum
The caterer donates $1 from every $5 collected
back to the Youth group!

ALL ARE INVITED!

Menu For September
September 6 - Youth are serving Tacos
September 13 - Baked Spaghetti
September 20 Poppy Seed Chicken
September 27 Ravioli
To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you
sign the attendance book or call the office.

Family Game Night!!

Bags in the Burg

Friday, September 1

1 Kings 5:1-6: 1,6 and Mark 14:43-52

Saturday, September 2

1 Kings 7:51-8:21 and Mark 14:43-52

Sunday, September 3

1 Kings 8:22-30 (31-40) and John 8:47-59

Monday, September 4

2 Chronicles 6:32-7:7 and Mark 14:53-65

Tuesday, September 5

1 Kings 8:65-9:9 and Mark 14:66-72

Wednesday, September 6

1 Kings 9:24-10:13 and Mark 15:1-11

Thursday, September 7

1 Kings 11:1-13 and Mark 15:12-21

RRPC will have a booth at this event and need
volunteers to help! A sign up sheet will be in the
vestibule.

Friday, September 8

1 Kings 11:26-43 and Mark 15:22-32

Saturday, September 9

1 Kings 12:1-20 and Mark 15:33-39

Questions? Contact Pam Sciascia @ 704-236-5718

Sunday, September 10

1 Kings 12:21-33 and John 10:31-42

Monday, September 11

1 Kings 13:1-10 and Mark 15:40-47

Tuesday, September 12

1 Kings 16:23-34 and Mark 16:1-8 (9-20)

Wednesday, September 13

1 Kings 17:1-24 and Matthew 2:1-12

Thursday, September 14

1 Kings 18:1-19 and Matthew 2:13-23

Friday, September 15

1 Kings 18:20-40 and Matthew 3:1-12

Saturday, September 16

1 Kings 18:41-19:8 and Matthew 3:13-17

Sunday, September 17

1 Kings 19:8-21 and John 11:45-57

Monday, September 18

1 Kings 21:1-16 and Matthew 4:1-11

Tuesday, September 19

1 Kings 21:17-29 and Matthew 4:12-17

Wednesday, September 20

1 Kings 22:1-28 and Matthew 4:18-25

Thursday, September 21

1 Kings 22:29-45 and Matthew 5:1-10

Friday, September 22

2 Kings 1:2-17 and Matthew 5:11-16

Saturday, September 23

2 Kings2:1-18 and Matthew 5:17-20

Sunday, September 24

2 Kings 4:8-37 and Luke 3:7-18

Monday, September 25

2Kings 5:1-19 and Matthew 5:21-26

Tuesday, September 26

2 Kings 5:19-27 and Matthew 5:27-37

Wednesday, September 27

2 Kings 6:1-23 and Matthew 5:38-48

Thursday, September 28

2 Kings 9:1-16 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

Friday, September 29

2 Kings 9:17-37 and Matthew 6:7-15

Saturday, September 30

2 Kings 11:1-20a and Matthew 6:19-24

In the fall of each year,
Harrisburg Parks &
Recreation partners with
Harrisburg Business Network
(HBN) for a friendly community-wide cornhole
competition, raising funds for a different local charity each
year. Money is raised through tournament registrations,
donations and raffles.
Over $10,000 was raised in 2016 for Special Olympics of
Cabarrus County and $1,000 was raised for a local school.

We have been having a lot of fun at our Family Game Nights and

invite you all to join us in the month of September for some friendly competition and fellowship.
Game nights will be held on Friday, September 8th and 22nd at 7:00pm. We meet in the
Fellowship Hall and ask everyone to bring a snack to share and their favorite games to play.

Church Life
Buildings and Grounds News
We have a WORK DAY scheduled for 9 a.m. Saturday, September 9 to prepare for September
Meeting. We will be doing minor repairs and setting up tables to prepare for the celebration. You
have probably noticed that one of the shutters is missing from a window in the sanctuary. That
shutter was being eaten by rodents and was removed for Walt Burr to do his magic in its repair.
We have been keeping a close watch on all the shutters on the sanctuary. Time has taken a toll on them and they
are at the end of their useful life. Replacement will be expensive and repair is no longer an option. We will keep you
informed about our options. Walt Burr and David Murray spent a day mowing, trimming and spraying weed control at
the Old Rocky River Cemetery across the street. Jim Rockel also spent time cleaning up the dead trees at the
cemetery AND cleaned up the land across from the church on Rocky River Road so King could mow it! Thank you
Dave, Walt, Jim and King for your hard work. Volunteers are what keep our buildings & grounds neat and orderly.
Due to the Labor Day holiday, our next meeting has been re-scheduled to Tuesday, September 5 at 6:30 p.m.
As always, if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers
Interested? Contact any member of the committee:
Dave Murray, 704.455.9469/dmurray16@carolina.rr.com
Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, 319.850.1335/jlrockel@hotmail.com

Kitchen Clean up and Organization
Linda Clark will be leading a clean up of the kitchen and pantry on Saturday, September 9 as well. As the kitchen
gets used things tend to be put in the wrong places and every once in a while we have to re-organize. If you would
like to help Linda with this task please join us on Saturday September 9 at 9:00am!
Questions? Contact Linda Clark at 704-458-2472

Congregational Care

Youth

Healing Touch Clinic
Sunday, September 10, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Upstairs-Fellowship Building
This clinic is available for anyone interested in experiencing a relaxing, 30-minute session to restore your balance
and energy. There will be several experienced Healing Touch Practitioners and possibly some students of Healing
Touch from the CMC College of Health Sciences available for these sessions.
While there is no charge for the clinic, donations are accepted for the use of the building. Most of the evaluations of
previous clinics have rated the experience as a valuable one and most enjoyable.
The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month and is open to the public.
Questions? Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net

GriefShare
Fall Series Began Thursday, August 17, - and will continue until November 9. The group is open to anyone
who has lost a child, spouse, parent, or significant person in their lives. We welcome those from our church family
and community who need comfort and healing.
To register, contact the church office, 704.455.2479/churchadmin@rockyriver.org or Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753
2jralex@ctc.net

Prayer Requests
Please Keep in Your Prayers:
Leslie Porfelli; Carol Mathis; Priscilla Clough, friend of Alice Williams; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and Gigi
Hunnicutt; Trina Hadfield Jones; Bing Dickason, father of Ted Dickason; Tom Rhodes, friend of Shawnee
Wakeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Cathy
Jewett; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Tevis Pinkerton, friend
of Jerry Clark; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Karen
DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Ellie Wagoner; Lindy and Helene
Linenberger; Johnston Howie; Jim Murray; Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse,
friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Maxine Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk;
Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie
Moore.

Thank you to everyone that donated to the Basketball Hoop Fundraiser!
We raised over $800 and will have the new hoop installed this month!!

Youth News
from JD McNutt, Youth Director
Ahhh the start of school...love it or hate it...either way it is here. So I was
following a bus the other day (I guess they were checking out the routes
for the new year) and for some reason the irrational stops made me think
of my bus driver. Ms Yonkie. Now there was an interesting person!
Let's see...she ran into the school brick wall at least twice that I know
of...would often drop us off at different places (walking was good for the
soul)...and would randomly stop the bus (and all traffic around us) for a
5+ minute lecture on how we were the loudest group of kids that ever
existed on the face of the planet.
Today, some might call her crazy but we liked her for the most part. After
all, you never quite knew what might happen that day on the way to or
from school. In her own way, she really cared about us. Here was a person who was not afraid to drive us home in
the snow when it had accumulated a couple of inches quickly. She was not afraid to tell us to shut up which, truth be
told, we probably needed to do every now and then. In some ways, she helped form us into who we are today.
Crazy? Yes. Thankful for her? Absolutely.
I hope this school year you have some memorable teachers and you let them help form you. Even if they are a little
off the grid. May this be a blessed school year for all of us.
Peace,
JD

Youth Calendar
September 3 - No Youth Group—Labor Day Weekend
September 10 - Youth 6:00pm ● Parent Meeting 7:00pm - we will look at fall schedule, hopes and goals
for this year and next!
September 17 - Visit residents at Carillon followed by Laser Tag
September 24 - Youth 6:00pm
September 30 - Isabella Santos 5k (we will talk more about this at the meeting on September 10)

Serving
Free Community Meal
First Wednesday Each Month, 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!
Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!)
or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance.
Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com

Church Office: 704.455.2479

Fall Festival and Brunswick Stew!!
Saturday October 14
Games, Music, Good Food and Fellowship
Save the date and plan to be here for the fun!

Rocky River Presbyterian’s Free Community Meal is growing in popularity.
We have had participation from the community, and appreciate that you make
everyone feel welcome. We are making great strides to truly make this a
community meal by seeking out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their
table, eating with them, and making them feel part of the Rocky River family.
Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.
Note: Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who
cannot arrive earlier.
September—Youth will serve Tacos ● October—Troop 83
We will resume our winter meals of soups, salads and dessert in the Month of November.

The Christian Education Committee invites everyone to

Children

try out a Sunday School class this fall
Children’s News
from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education

As I write this article, it has been a day since the solar eclipse happened, and Cyndi and
I would jump in and out of the building, sharing my eclipse glasses, to watch the moon’s
progress across the sun. Once it was over and I was back inside at my desk, I thought,
“How cool! What a demonstration of God’s power and creativity!” Think about it: the
same God who established the universe and its systems and set them into motion so
that they usually bypass each other, is the same God who knows and cares for me and
for each of us individual humans. You know, I remember learning that exact statement
when I was in Mrs. Kluttz’s 3rd grade Sunday School class. I can remember the wooden
table and chairs and the book of planets she was using to show us the solar system. It must have been a lesson on
a day of creation.
There were many of those moments of Christian education that helped to shape me into the person I am today. I
was not the most obedient Sunday School member. In fact, I could be an irritating student who often looked like I
was paying attention to anything except the lessons. Still, those valiant leaders persisted in teaching week after
week. And I am convinced that they spent many hours praying before each class—both for my distracted soul and
for their own strength to present a lesson in spite of my best efforts to distract them.
Christian education is often lifted up and celebrated at this time of year, and our church has continued this tradition.
Christian education is not just Sunday School. It’s not just learning Bible verses and stories. It’s not just color pages
and popsicle stick crosses and paper angels. It is layers of lessons, meetings, activities, and questions throughout
our lives that help us build up a life of faith. We continue to learn all through our lives, for if we don’t, we are at risk of
being stuck at an elementary level that cannot help us in later years when we are confronted with life’s hardest
questions. There are many people who work each year to help this church provide quality Christian education for
children, youth, and adults. They deserve our respect, our recognition, and our participation.
I wonder if Mrs. Kluttz knew way back then what an impact her lesson would make to me long after her death?
Probably not. But I do believe that she and many more Sunday School teachers and youth advisors hoped that the
Holy Spirit would do something with the gift of their teaching to spread God’s Word to their students. And, what do
you know? God did. And does. And will continue to do so.
Learning Your Bible Class—September 17
The Learning Your Bible class will begin September
17th during the Sunday School hour in Room 204 of
the Education building. All children in grades 3-5 are
invited to attend these classes to learn more about the
Bible. In this class, children will become comfortable
with using the Bible, so that they may read it at home,
and follow along in worship services. It will be an interesting six weeks of
classes for your child led by Sharon Vanpelt. Be sure to bring your child with
his or her Bible beginning Sunday, September 17th.

Congratulations to 3rd graders
Maggie Hartsell, James Ide, and
Isabella Rockel (not pictured)
who received new children’s
Bibles during Sunday School on
Christian Education Sunday.

Thanks to the many volunteers who helped make
Vacation Bible School 2017 a Roman success!
Pictures will be posted on the website.

Classes begin promptly at 10:00 each Sunday morning and there are classes for all members of the family.
For more information about a particular class, contact Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education,
at 704-455-2479 or dce@rockyriver.org.
Nurseries: (birth-age 2) Room 104; and (ages 3-4) Room 103,
Main floor Education bldg.
Primary (grades K-2) Room 203, Upper floor, Education bldg., Godly Play I
Junior (Gr. 3-5) Room 204, Upper floor, Education bldg., Godly Play II
Middle School (grades 6-8) basement, Education bldg.
Senior High (grades 9-12) basement, Education bldg.
Faith and Action (Adults) Room 214, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word
The Faith and Action class has a membership of men and women who study the Bible using the Uniform lesson series. This class
is attended by adults of all ages. Another function of this class is to help persons who need help financially and spiritually.
Seekers (Adults) Room 216, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word
The Seekers class is an exciting, interactive opportunity for adults to explore God’s Word. Biblical passages with key messages
are skillfully outlined by a class leader, who frequently provides helpful historical context for the passages. Participants in the
class are then encouraged to share the application of those messages to particular situations and previous experiences that they
have had, as a means of gaining personal insight and enhancing relationships with God.
Senior Bible (Adults) Room 101, Main floor, Education bldg., Uniform Lesson Series
The foundation of the class is the study of Sunday school lessons/scripture passages found in the International Sunday School
Lesson series. The class is conducted by a team of teachers who are experienced and well-grounded in the biblical truths of the
Bible. Class discussions of lesson materials are strongly encouraged, with members often participating as a whole.
Discovery (Adults) Room 218, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg.
The class is made up of couples, singles, and spouses of people who are teaching other classes. Class participation is welcome,
but no one is ever pressured to participate in discussion. The members of the Discovery Class like to explore various topics.
Faithbuilders (Adults) Room 215, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg.
This recently reorganized class is for all adults with children or youth in their lives. The group selects various topics of interest
to study. Currently, they are exploring different theological topics, with the video series, Nooma, by Rob Bell.

Music Lessons and Music Therapy Services Now Available at RRPC!
Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (lessons are 30 minutes and are held in the Choir Room)

What is Music Therapy? Who is a candidate for Music Therapy?

Music therapy is a systematic, research-based process of intervention, carried out by a
board certified music therapist, that utilizes music to assist individuals in meeting
non-musical goals. Populations served include individuals with autism spectrum disorder,
genetic disorders, developmental delays, dementia, stroke, Parkinson's Disease, and individuals requiring palliative
care. Music interventions and music genre(s) and songs are customized to meet client interests and needs.
Domains addressed may include communicative, cognitive, sensorimotor, social, emotional, behavioral, and
spiritual. Treatment sessions will be offered at RRPC or Audrey can travel to a place of residence in situations
where travel for a client is not feasible.
Questions? Contact Audrey Reynolds at adagiolessonstudio@gmail.com/704-579-8531

Enrollment and Rates
WE RAISED $960.16 FOR OUR
MISSION PROJECT
LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD

Standard and adaptive piano and guitar lessons are open to students ages 4-100+, and voice lessons are open to
students ages 8-100+. Music therapy is available for all ages. Discounted costs for RRPC Members: $23/half hour
lesson, $45/half hour music therapy session. Non-members: $28/half hour lesson, $50/half hour music therapy.
To Register: Contact Audrey Reynolds at adagiolessonstudio@gmail.com/704-579-8531

