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Not too many years ago, I was introduced to the 75 % Rule.  I was at a 
minister gathering of some sort when I heard a discussion about the 
75% Rule from Corey Widmer, an associate pastor at Third Presbyterian 
Church in Richmond, VA.  What is the 75% Rule?  Well, I’m glad you 
asked.  It goes like this: When the church gathers for worship on  
Sundays, everyone should be happy with no more than 75% of what is happening during 
the worship service.  Why such a strange rule? Because in our culturally diverse community 
and world, if you are content and comfortable with more than 75% of what is going on, it 
most likely means that your personal cultural preferences are being dominantly expressed. 
So if we wish to connect with more folks (or as we say it around here—if we wish to grow 
God’s table) no one cultural form should be dominant.  To put it another way, everyone 
should be a little unhappy with at least something that we do worship! 
 

Corey Widmer noted that this “rule” seems to be the pattern of the gospel. Even though 
there is one, true, unchanging gospel, there is no one single way to express the Christian 
faith that is universal for everyone in all cultures or tastes. In fact, one of the most  
beautiful things about Christianity is that the Holy Spirit is at work in every culture under 
heaven to create worship to God that is expressed in all the many particular cultural forms 
of all the nations of the earth. The Book of Revelation suggests that in the New Kingdom 
all of these different cultural expressions will be present to God’s glory. If we are honest, 
how we present worship is never culturally “neutral.” Each aspect of worship expresses a 
particular cultural form that will naturally be more welcoming to some and less to others. 
Just come pick hymns with Stephanie and me sometime—you will understand.  Some folks 
like some hymns while others do not.  Come help me pick images that I use in sermons—
you will understand.  Some images will connect with some folks and simply not resonate 
with others.  Think about how long we worship in a service, or the kind of people that are 
welcome there and the kind that aren’t.   
 

We might say that we openly welcome anyone and everyone, but if we only sing certain 
types of hymns within a tightly structured 60-minute service, we are doing a lot to  
communicate what kind of person our worship service is for. Of course we cannot be  
everything to everyone, so every church does have to come to some conclusions about the 
cultural expressions they will settle on. But it does also mean for the sake of the gospel we 
should try to stretch as much as we can to be as welcoming to as many as possible. 
 

This might go against everything that some people tend to think about worship in the 
church. Too often, we run the church as if the congregation are “customers;” and  
customers should be as happy with everything in worship as possible so they will keep on 
coming back, invite their friends, and give us their money! But it may be more faithful to 
the gospel (and to the congregation as well) to call people to sacrifice a degree of personal 
preference to make space for the other – and that space is often reflected in the way we 
worship. 
 

And this goes beyond worship as well.  So, let’s embrace the uncomfortable every once in a 
while. Be willing to endure a song you might not like or a worship form that seems  
awkward or out of place. In doing so, you may be opening the door to a person to know 
Christ and to be welcomed in our community of faith that, were it not for your own  
worship displeasure, would never have felt at home.  In doing so, it is just another way 
that we will be Growing God’s Table here at RRPC. 
 

http://pres-outlook.org/author/The%20Presbyterian%20Outlook/
http://pres-outlook.org/author/The%20Presbyterian%20Outlook/


 

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
JD McNutt 

Page 2 

Every Presbyterian minister is expected to have some sort of continuing education 
program throughout his/her ministry.  Continuing education is so important to the 
PCUSA that we set aside two weeks per year for each minister to dedicate to an  
ongoing education program.  As my continuing education, I am excited, as a member 
of the Cabarrus County Region Chamber of Commerce, to be selected to the 2016/17 
class of Leadership Cabarrus.   Leadership Cabarrus is a program founded for the  
purpose of deepening the knowledge base of dedicated business & industry leaders of 
our community.  This program expands awareness of assets and challenges in our  
region. The purpose is to enrich the lives of participants and cultivate future leaders 
for the community.  
 

This is a ten month commitment, devoting one full day per month from September 

through May to learning about our community (history of the county, economic  

development, law enforcement and health & human services, etc.).  I look forward to 

representing RRPC in our community.     

Neal 

This morning I dropped my son, Clai, off for his first day of high school.  He walked 
right in and I simply drove away.  I know, I know – that’s what they are supposed to 
do.  I should be proud, and I am very proud of him.  However, now I feel the need to 
simply walk down a trail, take my guitar and sing and spend a day in meditative 
thought.  
 

On the way to work I was thinking about that precious commodity of time.  People 
have always said that time gets faster as you get older.  Now as I get older I think 
time goes at the same pace but I simply allow more options for it to slip by.  As a 
parent, time really seems to slip by quickly as children grow and grow and grow 
(and why is there never any food in the refrigerator?).  A friend of mine once said – 
“being a parent is like watching your own heart walk around outside your body”. 
There are definitely moments of life where you see that heart walking around and 
say, ‘wow – how did they get so tall?’ 
 

Time is truly a gift of life. 
 

One of the most important lessons I remember from my father happened in a little 
hardware store in Franklin, KY that also happened to sell Root Beer Floats.  He 
asked if I wanted one and I responded, “do we have time?”  His reply was... “I’d hate 
to see the day when I could not wait around for a good root beer float”  
 

Time is truly a gift of life. 
 

Yes there are deadlines – things to get done – people to meet with – errands to 
run.  Life is busy – no doubt about it.  However, my prayer for each of us today is 
that we recognize that gift of time – treasure it and spend it wisely – and slow down 
enough so that we do not allow that gift of today to simply slip by. 
 

I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they 
live. That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil—this is the 

gift of God. I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be  
added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him. 

Ecclesiastes 3:12-14 
Peace, 
JD 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/vbs.140222012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/vbs/special_edition_registration&h=1071&w=1500&tbnid=1Z5WTRYvuZEtbM:&docid=50x4IUs7d7-i6M&ei=mnvTVri
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/vbs.140222012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/vbs/special_edition_registration&h=1071&w=1500&tbnid=1Z5WTRYvuZEtbM:&docid=50x4IUs7d7-i6M&ei=mnvTVri
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Our youth activities for September... 
 

September 7 - Bible Study begins on Wednesday nights after dinner 6:45 - 7:15pm 
September 11 - Youth 6 pm; "Night of the Newbies"  :) 
September 14 - Bible Study; 6:45 - 7:15pm 
September 18 - Lunch and Carillon after worship (bring $ for lunch) 
September 21 - Bible Study; 6:45 - 7:15pm 
September 25 - Middle School Youth 5pm; High School Youth 6 pm 
September 28 - Bible Study; 6:45 - 7:15pm 
 

We welcome all rising 6th graders out for your first week at youth on September 11 -  
looking forward to each of you being a part of the group!!!!  Invite a friend!!!! 

From the DCE’s Corner (Sharon Vanpelt) 
Why? 

I have a confession to make.  I love church.  I love the Church.  I love several  
particular church congregations.  I was one of those kids who begged my parents 
(God-fearing church members and leaders that they were) to take me to church 
every time it opened.  It’s part of my call story:  God had been calling me to 
church ministry for as long as I can remember. I truly love church.   
 

But I understand that with my church history, I am in the minority these days.  
While many of us are still following in the paths of our parents and grandparents 
by faithfully attending Sunday School and worship, several studies show that the numbers of 
church and Sunday School attendance are dwindling.  Sunday Schools are competing with  
worship services for members as churches try to meet the needs of their members’ busy  
schedules by overlapping worship services with Sunday School.  Church leaders have been shown 
that members are willing to give the church only so much time of their lives.  It is sometimes 
very frustrating. 
 

Aside from the obvious biblical support and connections, why do we in the church even try?  
 

Here are some thoughts about it.  
 

Sunday School in its various forms of small groups, classes, and Bible studies, provides a place 
for religious education.  But it also provides a place for the faith community to separate into 
smaller groups to safely discuss questions and concerns about Scripture, since it is rare to have 
talk-back time in the worship service.  Sunday School classes are places where a group of people 
can unite around a common goal to do ministry outside the group, as well as care for each other 
within the group.  They are places where we can be welcomed and valued as an individual  
member of the church family.   
 

For our young people Sunday School is a place to learn and explore Bible stories that can be as 
exciting as any video game or blockbuster movie.  Sunday School is a place where they learn to 
sit beside and pray with someone who may be similar to themselves or very different from  
themselves.   These years build on each other over time so that youth eventually begin to have 
questions about the faith, and Sunday School classes and Confirmation classes are the places 
where they can safely ask those questions and explore what this faith they have been learning 
means for them individually and collectively.  
 

In his blog article, CHURCH MATTERS, Shaun Smith says, “Church is more than just a meeting. 
Church is all about being a community where inspiration to do greater good takes place, where 
deeper love is explored, where enriching relationships occur, where authentic living is the 
goal. Church is supposed to be a community where individuals are cared for, where gifts are 
used effectively, where people are challenged to grow beyond themselves.” 
 

We were never meant to live our faith in isolation. The church is the place God uses to grow us, 

encourage us, and use our gifts for His glory.  If you have been fortunate enough to experience 

the many good things that being an active part of the community brings, tell somebody about 

your experience.  And if you are still struggling to find your place in this community, why don’t 

you try a Sunday School class, a Bible study, a weeknight community meal, a Confirmation class, 

or a worship service soon?   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/vbs.140222012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/vbs/special_edition_registration&h=1071&w=1500&tbnid=1Z5WTRYvuZEtbM:&docid=50x4IUs7d7-i6M&ei=mnvTVri
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/vbs.140222012.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stjohnslutheranjc.com/vbs/special_edition_registration&h=1071&w=1500&tbnid=1Z5WTRYvuZEtbM:&docid=50x4IUs7d7-i6M&ei=mnvTVri
http://thelife.com/series/church-matters
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CHILDREN’S NEWS 
Sharon Vanpelt 

Christian Education Week begins September 11th  
 

Sunday, September 11th marks the beginning of Christian Education Week on the national PC
(USA) calendar.   This week highlights all forms of Christian Education—Sunday School, 
youth groups, Bible studies, Vacation Bible School, retreats, and other programs that may 
involve learning God’s Word.  That day we will officially begin the new Sunday School year 
for everyone at 10:00 a.m. Then, during the worship service, we will dedicate our Christian 
Education leaders to their positions and pray for them as they begin their service.  It’s a 
great time to get back in the Sunday School habit or to try out a new class!  
 

Nurseries: (birth-age 2) Room 104; and (ages 3-4) Room 103, Main floor Education 
bldg. 
 

Primary (grades K-2) Room 203, Upper floor, Education bldg., Godly Play 
 

Junior (Gr. 3-5) Room 204, Upper floor, Education bldg., Advanced Godly Play 
 

Middle School (grades 6-8) basement, Education bldg.  
 

Senior High (grades 9-12) basement, Education bldg. 
 

Faith and Action (Adults) Room 214, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present 
Word 
 

Seekers (Adults) Room 216, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg., The Present Word 
 

Senior Bible (Adults) Room 101, Main floor, Education bldg., Uniform Lesson Series  
 

Discovery (Adults) Room 218, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg.  Twelve Ordinary 
Men 
 

Faithbuilders (Adults) Room 215, Upper floor, Fellowship Hall bldg. 
 

New Faithbuilders class 
A new Sunday School class is beginning September 11th.  The Faithbuilders class is a group of 
adults who have children or youth in their lives.  They will select the topics of study and the 
first study will focus on parenting issues.  The class meets in Room 215 on the upper floor 
of the Fellowship Hall building, beginning at 10:00 a.m.   
 

Confirmation Class 
A new Confirmation class is beginning for grades 10-12.  The class will be led by Neal Carter, 

Sharon Vanpelt, and J.D. McNutt and it will be a time to explore the Christian faith and how 

we live out that faith as Presbyterians.   The first class will be a meeting for youth and their 

parents on Wednesday, September 21st, 6:30 p.m., in the Session Room upstairs in the  

Fellowship Hall building.  

Need for Sunday School class helpers 
In order to provide a safe and secure learning environment for children and youth at RRPC we 
are in need of volunteers to be helpers in the children’s Sunday School classes.  Helpers will 
not be asked to teach but will assist students as needed.  Classes are Godly Play (age 4 – 
Grade 2), Advanced Godly Play (Grades 3-5), Middle School (grades 6-8), and High School 
(grades 9-12).  If you are willing to help fill this need, please contact Sharon Vanpelt  at 
dce@rockyriver.org.    

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org


 

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS NEWS – We have most of our large jobs completed for the year, and 

are now organizing our list of smaller jobs.  We will probably spend the rest of this fall and into 

winter cleaning them all up.  Like any house or property, there is always work to be done.  We 

would like to thank Steve Jewett, King McCachren, Baxter Coble, Mickey McCall and Dave and 

Linda Murray for coming out on Saturday, August 27th to work on some of these jobs.  As  

always, if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers, so please talk 

with Dave Murray or Jim Rockel.  Dave can be reached at 704-455-9469 or  

dmurray16@carolina.rr.com and Jim can be reached at 319-850-1335 or jlrockel@hotmail.com.  

Our next meeting will be Monday, September 12th at 6:30pm. 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS NEWS  

This year the retreat will be November 11-13.  If you have not had a chance to experience a 
Montreat weekend, please consider joining us this year.  It is a weekend filled with fellowship, 
food and fun. We typically do a craft project of some kind.  If anyone has an idea, or knows of 
a group or organization we could do a project for, please let me know. Contact Priscilla  
Giuliano at  704-706-3203 or email at pag110@aol.com    
REGISTRATION INFORMATION: November 11-13.  This year's pricing for William Black 
Lodge in Montreat is the same as last year.   
$210.00 for a double room (2 twin beds & private bath).   $270.00 for a single room with bath. 
There are third floor twin bed rooms with shared hall baths. (please see Ann Burr for pricing). 
A $50.00 deposit is due by September 25th with the balance due October 16th. 
Amy Hicks and Sara Bailey will be joining us again this year, and as in the past years we will 
attend the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning followed by a brunch at 
William Black Lodge.  Registration forms are available in the vestibule. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Jamie Davis Clark, daughter of Kathy Davis;  Bish Family, neighbors 

of Linda & Jerry Clark; Linda Long, friend of Dee Davis; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; 

Richard Hoover, brother of Harlan Hoover; Don, friend of Harlan and Kathy Hoover;  Ellie Wagoner; 

Helene Linenberger; Johnston Howie; Anita Whitley, neighbor of Pat McDonald; Betty Sue Stancil; 

Jim & Louise Murray; Emmy Pharr; Wilson Byrum; Lynn Price Rorie and Sherry Blackman, friends of 

Alice Williams; Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Elizabeth Thomas; Ouida Harman; Dana 

Drye and her son Benjamin Nixon; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Kimmie 

Shano, coworker of Dale Ritchie; Maxine Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Debbie McCrary, mother  

of Magan Bechtol;  Tommy Flowe, brother of Ann Glosson; Brendan Milliken; Pat Bechtol; Cheryl 

Brooks, friend of Janet Little; John Byrum, brother of Elaine Tankersley; Seville Funk; Marlene  

Howard; Ruth McCachren; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher;  

Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MORNING AND EVENING CIRCLES 

Morning Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 6th at 10:00am in the parlor at the church.   
Evening Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 6th at the home of Niki Schneider.  All of the 
women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women  
Circle and Bible Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the  
women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  We hope you will join us. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2016—Montreat 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

Men’s Breakfast will be held on September 21st at 9:00am in the fellowship hall. We meet the 

third Sunday of every month and encourage all of the men of the church to attend. We would love 

to see some new faces at these breakfasts!  Some of the best fellowship this church has to offer 

happens right in the kitchen while the men are cooking!  Fathers, sons, brothers, husbands,  

grandfathers and friends—please join us! 
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GOT STUFF??  The Rocky River Presbyterian Women are having a yard 

sale on October 1st from 8:00-1:00.  This year the proceeds will go to 

the building fund.  Clean items in good condition can be dropped off at 

the fellowship hall on Wednesday September 28th from 7:00-8:30 p.m., 

Thursday September 29th from 9:00am to noon and 6:30pm-8:30pm.; 

and Friday September 30th from 9:00am to noon and 6:00pm -7:00pm.  

We will price the items for sale.  If you have an exceptionally “big” item 

and want to keep the proceeds -- that can be arranged.  Just price it yourself, let us know 

when you drop it off, and please consider donating a portion of the proceeds.   

Information sheets for donors are available at church or via email from Priscilla Giuliano 

(pag110@aol.com).  Please no car seats, mattresses, cribs, broken, or recalled items.  Let 

the RRPC Women help de-clutter your life and raise a few funds for our new building. 

Please save your plastic or paper grocery bags to be used at the yard sale.  You can 

drop those off anytime as well. 

Our first Healing Touch Clinic @ RRPC was a success from a Practitioner perspective. 
We had 8 clients from our church and 6 HT practitioners receiving energy work and using 
all of the Sunday School rooms on the second floor of the new fellowship hall.  There was 
no charge for the clinic, but a basket for donations to the Building Fund netted $55.   
Comments from clients were generally favorable, including relaxation and sense of well being, 
but not everyone experienced a relief from pain.   We plan to add an evaluation sheet to the 
next clinic which is scheduled for Sunday, September 11,  from 2-4 pm.  Sessions may be  
increased to 30-40 minutes, because 20 minute sessions did not seem long enough for some 
people. We are learning as we go and welcome your comments and input.  Questions can be 
directed to Julie Alexander @ 704-455-9753.   Many Thanks to you All.  A sign up sheet for the 
September 11th clinic will be in the vestibule. 

HEALING TOUCH CLINIC 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Grief Share began another 13 week series of classes on Thursday, August 18 at 6:30pm.  The 

only cost is $15 for the workbook and we meet in Room 216 in the New Fellowship Building.   

Anyone is welcome to come and experience the fellowship and comfort of a group of people 

who have lost a loved one and are going through the grief process. The program is Christian  

focused and uses a weekly video, discussion and workbook for study. It is lead by several  

facilitators from Rocky River including Julia Alexander, Bill & Connie Smart, Mimi Reynolds, and 

Pam Sciascia and has support from Hospice of Cabarrus County counselors and pastor Neal 

Carter.  If you or anyone you know needs this service, please call the church office to sign up for 

this class at 704-455-2479.  Thank You!! 

ROCKY RIVER READERS 
Rocky River Readers Book Club will meet on Monday, September 26th to discuss Pretending to 

Dance by Diane Chamberlain.  This novel explores the human heart through a family, secrets 

they hold and the complexities of both.  Molly Arnette is good at keeping secrets.  As she and 

her husband try to adopt a baby, however, Molly is afraid the truth she has kept hidden about 

her childhood in North Carolina will not only destroy her chance at adoption, but her marriage 

as well.  Rocky River Readers read Necessary Lies by Diane Chamberlain in 2014.   

Ms. Chamberlain, a native of New Jersey, now lives in North Carolina. 

ZUMBA WILL RESUME ON TUESDAY OCTOBER 4TH AT 6:00  PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP 
HALL.  THE COST IS $5 PER CLASS WITH A PORTION OF THAT BEING DONATED 

BACK TO THE BUILDING FUND. 
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   NEW EDUCATION BUILDING  

Education Building  
 

Loan as of 8/22/2016                $ 518,530.22 
 
Minimum Monthly Payment              $    5,110 
 

Education Building—We are truly blessed 
here at Rocky River to have the new education 
building.  We would ask everyone to pray we 
will get the additional funds needed to pay 
down what we still owe.  If you have not had a 
chance to make the pledge like we did three 
years ago it is not too late for you to join the 
others in this adventure.  Write “ Building 
Fund”  on your check and it will go towards 
paying off our debt. Bless you all, 
The Follow-up Team 

       STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY  

2016 STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED $315,000.00 
PER MONTH $30,288.50 
PER WEEK $6,057.69 
Date wk giving pledged diff(+/_)  
mt gving mt pledged dif(+/-) 
 
 

08/07/2016  $7,410.50 $6,057.69 +$1,352.81   
$7,410.50    $30,288.50   -$22,878.00 

 

08/14/2016  $4,532.77  $6,057.69  -$1,524.92 
$11,943.27   $30,288.50  -$18,345.23 
 

08/21/2016  $4,166.00  $6,057.69  -$1,891.69 
$16,109.27  $30,288.50  -$14,179.23 
  
 

08/28/2016  $6,670.00  $6,057.69  +612.31 
$22,779.27  $30,288.50  -$7,509.23 

SEPTEMBER MEETING—SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH 

Join us for our September Meeting (not really a meeting) on Sunday, September 11th.  The 
day will begin with Sunday School at 10:00am, Worship at 11:00am and a meal in the Grove 
at noon.  Families are encouraged to bring a dish to share, a jug of tea or lemonade, lawn 
chairs and blankets and a spirit of fellowship.  We hope to see you there! 

BAGS IN THE BURG— SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH 

In the fall, Harrisburg Parks & Recreation partners with Harrisburg 
Business Network (HBN) for a friendly community-wide cornhole 
competition, raising funds for a different local charity each year. 
Money is raised through tournament registrations, donations and 
raffles. 
Over $7,800 was raised last year for the Joyful Hearts organization. Harrisburg Town Center 
comes alive with bounce houses, face painting, children's activities and more during the  
tournament. Crafts and refreshments are available for purchase from local merchants.  
Participants can register as individuals or teams. Individuals will be placed on a team. 
The organization that we will be raising money for in 2016 is the Cabarrus County Special 
Olympics. 

If anyone wants to compete in the cornhole competition please contact Jerry Clark.  We 
could also use volunteers to man our booth at this event and spread the word about RRPC. 

FALL FESTIVAL AND BRUNSWICK STEW—SATURDAY OCTOBER 8TH 

Planning for our annual Fall Festival and Brunswick Stew is underway and we NEED HELP!  
Contact JD McNutt if you can help with games and activities for the children.  We have a 
bouncy house coming and want to have other games and activities for the children as well.  
We will be advertising and encouraging our neighbors and friends in the community to join 
us—so let’s make a great impression on new people that will be meeting us for the first time!  
The men will take on the task of preparing the delicious Brunswick Stew.  It’s a secret recipe 
that has been handed down for generations!  Okay—so maybe not so secret—but we HAVE 
been doing it for long time!  Steve Jewett is organizing this event and needs as many people 
as he can get to help.  Contact Steve at steve.jewett@barnhardt.net.   

Twitter Feed- We have begun/renewed our presence on Twitter. Like us @rockyriverpc 
to get the daily Twitter feeds from Rocky River. The Twitter application is available for 
PC & Mac, Apple and Android devices. The goal of our Twitter feed is developing but  
initially we want to update you on goings on at Rocky River daily and to communicate 
more  readily with members than our weekly bulletin or web site.  
Give us a try and of course suggestions are appreciated.  
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September Birthdays 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Kirk Howard 9/03 Daniel Linker 9/11 

Gina Horner 9/03 Allison Harris 9/13 

Kenneth Graham 9/04 Cathy Jewett 9/14 

Kenza Mitchem 9/04 Ruby Garmon 9/14 

David Murray 9/04 Savannah Dickason 9/20 

Harrison White 9/05 Ann Burr 9/20 

Erin Grace Mowery 9/06 David Posey 9/20 

Lisa Brombacher 9/07 Lori McDonald 9/21 

Brendan Milliken 9/07 Larry Wilson 9/21 

Robin Linker 9/08 Billy McDonald 9/25 

Sherrie A. McDonald 9/08 Joey Dulin 9/27 

Greg Tankersley 9/08 Patrick McCachren 9/27 

Krista Eason 9/09 Elizabeth Carriker 9/28 

Maegan Fairchild 9/09 Jenny Owens 9/28 

Mandy Ide 9/09 Kimberly Farrell 9/28 

Ross Linker 9/09 Danny Tankersley 9/29 

Ben Jakiela 9/10 Kaitlyn Linker 9/29 

    

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If  have missed someone I  
apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if  anyone is missing from this list and send the  
correct information to secretary@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Cup Stacking Donkey Race Dianne Savelle leading the lesson 

SCOUTING NEWS 

Cub Scouts will have their first den meeting for the school year on September 1st at 
6:45pm This will kick off our new scouting year and we will be meeting weekly  
afterwards.  We will also be hosting a Kick Off Camp-O-Ree at the Scout Hut on  
September 23rd to September 25th.  We will have an open house for anyone  

interested in our Pack on Saturday September 24th.  Our activities will begin at 9:00 am on  
Saturday morning and end with a camp fire ceremony Saturday night.  Anyone is welcome to 
camp all weekend with us or just come out for the day on Saturday.  All families with a boy in 
1st through 5th grade are encouraged to attend.  For more information contact Jason Shultz at 
pack83nc@gmail.com 
 

Boy Scouts have also resumed their meetings on Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm at the scout hut.  
They are working on merit badges and we have two eagle scouts working on their projects.  
 

The Girl Scouts will begin their meetings in September, and will have one of their recruitment 
events at RRPC.    
Your Passion, Her Journey is the theme of the 2017 Girl Scout Recruitment Campaign.   
Everyone has something to contribute, whether it’s time, talent or treasure.  What is Your  
Passion?  Several community recruitments in Cabarrus County during the  month of  
September.  One will be held at Rocky River Presbyterian Church on Tuesday September 20 
from 5:30pm to 8:00pm.  Rallies will be held in the elementary schools and information will be 
sent home with the girls.   
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MENU LINEUP FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT  FELLOWSHIP MEALS IN September 
 

 September 7th — Sub Sandwiches 

 September 14th —  Taco Bar 

 September 21st —  Poppy Seed Chicken  

 September 28th —   Ravioli 
 

To RSVP—Just fill out a yellow card located in any pew in the sanctuary during our next worship  

service.  We are happy to share in fellowship with our church community every Wednesday@ 6pm. 

The cost is $5 per meal with a maximum of $15 per family.  

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 
  
 
 

The Free Community Meal we have in the fellowship hall the first Wednesday night of  

each month is growing in popularity! We have had some participation from the community, and  

appreciate that you all make everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a 

community meal by seeking out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table and eating with 

them and making them feel part of the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the 

community that you meet. 

 The Free Community Meal is served from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  Please do not start  
putting the food away before 7:30. Some people cannot come until after 7:00 due to work schedules. 
 

Sept.—Sunday School Class—Sub Sandwiches         
October, November, December, January, February and March —Soup, Salad and Bread 
If any group would like to pick a month that we normally serve Soup, Salad and Bread and serve 
something else please let us know!  And if you can donate Soup, Salad, Bread or desserts during any 
of the winter months we would appreciate it.         
        

Ushers—Head Usher Bill McDonald 
 

1ST SUNDAY: Lead; Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald,  
Danny Tankersley and Garrett McDonald 
2ND SUNDAY: Lead; Thomas Linker, Jon Dickason, Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery 
3RD SUNDAY:  Lead; Chip Wells, Baxter Coble, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski 
4TH SUNDAY: Lead; Dave Miller, Chris Bechtol, Bill McDonald, Jimmy Stafford and Kevin Harris 
5TH SUNDAY: Lead; JD McNutt and youth 

Infant Nursery 
September 4 Jacob and Christa Murray 
September 11 Ann Glosson and Jean Hager 
September 18 Beau and Jane Talton 
September 25 Heather Linker 
 

Toddler Nursery 
September 4 Chris and Magan Bechtol 
September 11 Laura Miliken and Carol Lyerly 
September 18 Dave and Phyllis Miller 
September 25  Marie Barrier 
  

Worship Assistants: 
1st Sunday— Kathy Linker 
2nd Sunday– Kathy Linker  
3rd Sunday—Emma Wakeman 
4th Sunday—Candice Shepard 

A Time for Children 
 

September 4 Sharon Van Pelt 
September 11 Joey Dulin 
September  18 JD McNutt 
September 25 Tommy Heavey 

Bread Ministry 
 

September 4 Alice Williams 
September 11 Julie Alexander 
September  18 Traci Bird 
September  25 Linda Clark 

Children’s Chimes rehearsals will begin 
on Wednesday September 7th from 
6:15pm  to 6:45pm in the choir room.  
Grades K thru 5 are welcome to come 
and be a part of this ministry!  No  
experience necessary—Stephanie will 
teach them everything!! 



 

 

 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of 

September 

 

 

Thursday, September 1  Job 16:16-22; 17;13-16 and John 9:1-17 
 

Friday, September 2   Job 19:1-7,14-27 and John 9:18-41 
 

Saturday, September 3   Job 22:1-4, 21-23:7 and John 10:1-18 
 

Sunday, September 4   Job 25:1-6; 27: 1-6 and Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Monday, September 5   Job 32:1-10, 19-33: 1,19-28 and John 10:19-30 
 

Tuesday,  September 6  Job 29: 1-20 and John 10: 31-42 
 

Wednesday, September 7  Job 29:1; 30:1-2, 16-31 and John 11:1-16 
 

Thursday, September 8  Job 29:1; 31:1-23 and John 11: 17-29 
 

Friday, September 9   Job 29:1: 31:24-40 and John 11: 30-44  
 

Saturday, September 10  Job 38: 1-17 and John 11: 45-54 
 

Sunday, September 11  Job 38:1, 18-41 and Matthew5: 21-26  
 

Monday, September 12  Job 40: 1-24 and John 11: 55—12:8 
 

Tuesday, September 13  Job 40:1; 41: 1-11 and  John 12:9-19 
 

Wednesday, September 14  Job 42: 1-17 and John 12: 20-26  
 

Thursday, September 15  Job 28: 1-28 and John 12: 27-36a  
 

Friday, September 16   Esther 1:1-4, 10-19 and John 12:36b-43 
 

Saturday, September 17  Esther 2:5-8, 15-23 and John 12: 44-50 
 

Sunday, September 18  Esther 3: 1-4: 3 and Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-18 
 

Monday, September 19  Esther 4: 4-17 and  Luke (1:1-4) 3:1-14  
 

Tuesday,  September 20  Esther 5: 1-14 and Luke 3: 15-22 
 

Wednesday, September 21  Esther 6: 1-14 and Luke 4:1-13  
 

Thursday, September 22  Esther 7: 1-10 and Luke 4:14-30 
 

Friday, September 23   Esther 8:1-8, 15-17 and Luke 4: 31-37 
 

Saturday, September 24  Esther 9:1-32 and Luke 4:38-44 
  

Sunday, September 25  Hosea 1:1-2:1 and Matthew 13: 44-52  
 

Monday, September 26  Hosea 2:2-15 and Luke 5: 1-11 
 

Tuesday, September 27  Hosea 2:16-23 and Luke 5: 12-26 
 

Wednesday, September 28  Hosea 3: 1-5 and Luke 5: 27-39 
 

Thursday, September 29  Hosea 4:1-10 and Luke 6: 1-11 
 

Friday, September 30   Hosea 4: 11-19 and Luke 6: 12-26 

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of  
pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!!  Please call Neal directly on his cell phone 

(really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!!)  or call Cyndi in the office so Neal can 
visit and offer assistance.  Neal’s cell number is 910-280-9688.   

The office phone is 704-455-2479.  He can also be reached via email at  
nealcarter64@gmail.com 
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Rocky River Presbyterian Church has a Facebook Group!  For those who use Facebook this is a great way to 
virtually connect to what's happening at RRPC.  Look for the Rocky River Presbyterian Church group.  We are 
also on Instagram and Twitter.  Look for rockyriverpc on both apps and follow us! 


