
The Session is pleased to announce and welcome 

the newest addition to our staff. Bailey Morton will be 

joining us as the full-time Director of Christian  

Education, working closely with our Children and 

Youth families to develop and strengthen our Youth 

Group and Sunday School Programs. Bailey comes 

to us from Queens University of Charlotte, with a 

Bachelor of Arts in Interfaith Studies.  

A lifetime Presbyterian, Bailey has served as an  

intern in the Charlotte Presbytery at First  

Presbyterian, Caldwell Presbyterian and The Cross 

Missions. We welcome her to RRPC and look  

forward to our ministry together.  
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Morning Worship 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

PRELUDE       Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking                               
 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (from Exodus 15) 
 
 

 One: Who is like you, O Lord, majestic in holiness and awesome in 

  splendor? 

 All: We will sing to the Lord, for God has triumphed gloriously. 

  God is our strength, our might, and our salvation! 
 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Matthew 18, Romans 12) 
 

Gracious Lord, your grace and mercy are ever-present in our lives, your 

forgiveness is boundless in mercy when we fail to live in Christlike ways. 

And yet, we are quick to carry a grudge—quick to find fault, quick to  

assign blame, quick to harden our hearts toward others. 

Set us apart, loving God, to extend and model the grace you have shown 

us by offering grace to others. We pray in the name of the One who died 

so that we might fully live. Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

  All: And also with you. 



TIME FOR CHILDREN                     Bailey Morton

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Ivy Brooke McCachren 

Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matt. 28:18–20).  
 

Hear also these words from Holy Scripture: 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 

order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called you out of 

darkness into God’s marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). 
 

Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and confident of his promises, we baptize 

those whom God has called. In baptism God claims us, and seals us to show 

that we belong to God. God frees us from sin and death, uniting us with Jesus 

Christ in his death and resurrection.  

 

By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of 

Christ, and joined to Christ’s ministry of love, peace, and justice. Let us  

remember with joy our own baptism, as we celebrate this sacrament. 

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE 
 

   King McCachren: On behalf of the session, I present Ivy Brooke McCachren, 

   daughter of Patrick and Brianne McCachren, to receive the 

   sacrament of Baptism. 
 

 Pastor: Do you desire that Ivy be baptized?  
 

 

 Parents:  We do. 
 

 

 Pastor: Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the Christian 

   faith, and to teach that faith to your child?  
 

 

 Parents:    We do. 
 

  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                          
 

      OFFERTORY 
  

      †   PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Matthew 18)  

 Giving God, all we are and all we have come from you. We offer 

 back to you what has always been yours. As you have entrusted 

 your gifts to us, so we return these gifts to you, trusting that you 

 will multiply them to the great glory of your kingdom on earth. We 

 pray through Jesus, who gave the totality of his life for us. Amen. 

Sending  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Paul Slane, friend of Tierney Fairchild; Mr. & Mrs. Conley Mealey, 

family of Louise and Bob Carter; Phyllis Griffin; Charlie Moon, former scout; Bessie Layton, mother of 

Laura Smith; Scott Nicholson, son of Joan Nicholson;  Harold Melvin; Sandra Mayo, friend of Dee 

Davis; Jimmy Blackwelder, brother of Brenda  Horton; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley;  

Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Steve  

Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Anne Carroll Ezzelle, college roommate of Martha Ann McConnell; 

Audrey Reynolds; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; 

Eric Larsen; JoAnn Lampe, friend of Cindy Spickard; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel;  Dale 

Powers; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Susan Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol; Evelyn Elliott, 

friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; 

Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Kay Jenkins, 

friend of Jerry Clark;  Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sonya Moorehead, 

friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell;  

Brendan Milliken; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE                        “Come to the Table of Grace”   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  One: The Lord be with you. 
 

  All: And also with you. 
 

  One: Lift up your hearts. 
 

  All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 The Lord’s Table is open to all who trust in Jesus Christ. Please hold each element until every

 one is served; as a sign of our unity in Christ, we will partake on cue from the minister.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 

 We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament, you have 

 given  us your Son, who is the true bread from heaven and food of 

 eternal life. So strengthen us in your service that our daily living 

 may show our thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER  

 One:   The Lord be with you.  

 All:   And also with you.  

 One:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 One:   Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks. In countless 

   ways you have revealed yourself in ages past, and have 

   blessed us with signs of your grace. We praise you that 

   through the waters of the sea, you led your people Israel 

   out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise. 

   We praise you for sending Jesus your Son, who for us was 

   baptized in the waters of the Jordan, and was anointed as 

   the Christ by your Holy Spirit. Through the baptism of his 

   death and resurrection, you set us free from the bondage of 

   sin and death, and give us cleansing and rebirth. We praise 

   you that in baptism you give us your Holy Spirit, who  

   teaches us and leads us into all truth, filling us with a variety 

   of gifts, that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations and 

   serve you as a royal priesthood. Pour out your Spirit upon 

   us and upon this water, that this font may be your womb of 

   new birth. May all who now pass through these waters be 

   delivered from death to life, from bondage to freedom, from 

   sin to righteousness. Bind them to the household of faith, 

   guard them from all evil.  Strengthen them to serve you with 

   joy until the day you make all things new. To you be all 

   praise, honor, and glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

   who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever. 

    

 Pastor: Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ at  

   Rocky River Presbyterian Church, promise to guide and 

   nurture Ivy by word and deed, with love and prayer,  

   encouraging her to know and follow Christ and to be a 

   faithful member of his church?  
 

 All:          We do. 



The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)     
 

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone.  Let the heavenly food of the 

scripture we are about to hear nourish us today in the ways of eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven.   Amen. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS  
 

Lord, uphold Ivy by your Holy Spirit. Give her the spirit of wisdom and  

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
 

 One: Ivy Brooke McCachren has been received into the one holy  

  catholic and apostolic church through baptism. God has made her 

  a member of the household of God, to share with us in the  

  priesthood of Christ. Let us welcome the newly baptized.  
 

 All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s  

  church to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in 

  Christ. 

THE PEACE  
 

 One: The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

THE EPISTLE LESSON                        Romans 14: 1-12 
 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. 
2 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only  

vegetables. 
3 
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those 

who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. 
4 
Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their  

MUSICAL INTERLUDE                Handbells 

 

own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord
 
is able to 

make them stand.  
5 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while  

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.   
6 
Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.  Also those who 

eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 

abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 

7 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 

8 
If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, 

so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 

10 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?

  
Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister?
  
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 

God.
  11 

For it is written,  “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
 

12 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                        The More Things Change                     Neal Carter 
 

Responding to the Word    

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                              (Apostle’s Creed)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in  

Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 


