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SPECIAL POINTS OF  
INTEREST  
• Community Meal on  1st   

Beef Stew 

• Yard Sale and Fall Festival 

• Class on Honey Bees 

• Trunk or Treat! 

• Crop Walk 

 

Well, as difficult as it may seem, October is here.  The year is moving along.  That 

means we have a busy time around RRPC.  While we had a great time at this year’s 

September Meeting, we still look forward to the Fall Festival /the Brunswick Stew/

Barbeque, World Communion Sunday, the Crop Walk, and Trunk-or-Treat.   

With Halloween this month, I do think of the special meaning that Halloween has in 

the history of the church.  All Hallows' Eve falls on October 31st.  November 1st is All 

Saints’ Day in the Christian calendar. The Church traditionally held a worship vigil on 

All Hallows' Eve (Halloween) when worshippers would prepare themselves for All 

Saints’ Day.   

  

The early Church had a practice to remember the martyrs on the day of their  

martyrdom. But when the martyrs became too numerous and memories began to 

fail, All Saints’ day became the one day for believers to remember all saints and 

martyrs, known and unknown, throughout Christian history. Those in the Church 

would remember those who have died with prayers and fasting prior to All Saints’ 

Day.  Such acts of worship on this day stems from a belief that there is a powerful 

spiritual bond between those in heaven.  We claim that in the Apostles’ Creed when 

we proclaim: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints ….  

  

We as the church tend to hold on to those who have gone before us in the faith,  

giving themselves so the way is paved for us to live out our faith; therefore, to pass 

the faith on to those saints who will come after us.  Sir Isaac Newton said it this 

way, “If I have seen further it is by standing on ye shoulders of Giants.” The saints 

and martyrs who have gone before us passed on the faith.  All Hallows’ Eve—

Halloween—reminds us of those saints in the past so we can pass the faith on to 

those in the future.   

  

Yes, Halloween is mixed in with a lot of other traditions that have melded into the 

conglomeration that we have today.  So, we can have our fun, candy, parties, etc. 

Most every special day that we celebrate has the same mixtures in them as well 

(yes, even Christmas & Easter).  But, those things do not have to take anything 

away from our faith.   

  

So, this Halloween (and All Saints’ Day) set aside some time from parties,  

costumes, cupcakes and REESE'S Peanut Butter Cups to think about those saints 

who have gone before you who helped you on your journey.  Lift a prayer of thanks 

for them.  Then, set aside some time to lift up a prayer for yourself and Rocky River 

Presbyterian Church for help in being the “saints” we need to be for those who are 

coming after us.  May we be the ”saints” we need to be to share the faith with our 

children, youth, neighbors, and community so that the faith will continue into the next 

generation.  Yes, “saints’ of today are you and me—there is no Calvary coming.  It’s 

just you and me and us.  Just like it was just the “saints” before us.  They were just 

people sharing their faith.  May we be faithful as well.  Happy Halloween! 

Kidney Donor Needed 

One of our members, Teresa 

Williams, is in need of a  

kidney transplant.  If anyone 

would like to be tested to see 

if you are a match, please 

contact Teresa at 704-795-

9262 or  

teresa881416@gmail.com.  

She will give you all of the  

information you need to be 

tested.  Blood type O (+ or -).   



 

 

Children’s News 

From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact Sharon Vanpelt 

(dce@rockyriver.org) or Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).   

From the DCE’s Corner October 2018 

Knowing God’s Word 

See if you can complete this quick Bible trivia quiz.   

How many animals of each kind did Moses take on the ark? 

            What is the last book of the Bible called? 

            When Paul was with Jesus, which books did he write? 

Although a little tricky, these questions can test your biblical literacy.  The answers?: 

Moses didn’t take any animals on the ark; Noah did. 

The last book of the Bible is Revelation, as in the Revelation to John.  (Many people put an “s” on the word which 

changes the meaning of the title.) 

Paul wrote many books of the Bible, but he was never a disciple of Jesus. 
 

Did you get them all correct?  Don’t be embarrassed if you fell for the tricks.  It’s easy to do.  But, truthfully, who of  

us doesn’t need to know more about the Bible? 
 

Christians claim to believe the Bible is God's Word.  We claim it is God's divinely inspired message to us. Yet  

despite this, we aren't reading it. A recent LifeWay Research study found only 45 percent of those who regularly   

attend church read the Bible more than once a week. Over 40 percent of the people attending read their Bible  

occasionally, maybe once or twice a month. Almost 1 in 5 churchgoers say they never read the Bible.  Fewer than 

half of all adults can name the four gospels. Many Christians cannot identify more than two or three of the disciples. 

According to data from the Barna Research Group, 60 percent of Americans can’t name even five of the Ten  

Commandments. “No wonder people break the Ten Commandments all the time. They don’t know what they are,” 

said George Barna, president of the firm.  
 

Here at Rocky River Presbyterian, we have weekly and monthly occasions to study the Bible in Sunday School and 

Presbyterian Women’s groups.  Now there will be even more opportunities for our church and community to study 

God’s Word beginning at various levels.  The studies are detailed later in this newsletter, but now there will be  

opportunities for those who are beginning Bible students, those who have some background in Bible study but have 

more questions, and continuing Sunday school classes for those with a broader biblical foundation. 

In each of these gatherings, learning is encouraged through conversation and questions.  Everyone will be respected 

for what they bring to the group and no one will be ridiculed for lack of knowledge.  When we are inspired by the  

Spirit and we come together in honest curiosity, the scriptures come to life as we take God’s words into our hearts.  

When we read and know the Bible, we come to know our Lord more than ever.  We can only go so far by hearing the 

word read and proclaimed within worship.  Take that extra step toward spiritual nourishment through a steady diet of 

Bible education.   

Children 
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Godly Play Training Event rescheduled 
 

Since Hurricane Florence played havoc with travel for our out of town guests, we rescheduled this  

national training event for November 1-3.  Please continue to pray for those coming from out of town 

and out of state to learning more about the Godly Play model which we use in children’s Sunday 

School.  JD McNutt is the certified trainer who will lead us through many exercises to strengthen our 

understanding of the model and its possible impact on people of all ages.   

Volunteers are needed to help with the meals on Thursday (dinner), and Friday/Saturday 

(lunch). If you can help please contact Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479. 

 

 

Church Life 
Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Theresa Hively and Jacob Roberts, friends of Traci Bird; Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird,  

Linda McCachren; Randy Baker, father of Delaney who attends our youth group; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; 

Roy Harris; Frank Graham (former member); Ruth Mills, friend of Vance & Brenda Horton; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; 

Buddy Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and Mary Litteral; Jeannette Lefler, sister of Dale Ritchie; John Rankin; Will Harris, 

nephew of Cyndi Conway (battling leukemia); Julia Wainwright, friend of Alice Williams; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of 

Jerry and Linda Clark; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran;  

Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of 

Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori 

Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Ann 

Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Ouida 

Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; 

Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams.  

October Birthdays 

11 

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal  

directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and 

offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com  Church Office: 704.455.2479   

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I  

apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if  anyone is missing from this list and send the  

correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

JD McNutt 10/1 Cindy Spickard 10/16 

Seville Funk 10/3 Darlene Chase 10/16 

William McCachren 10/3 Ellie Shepard 10/16 

Ben Burr 10/4 Stephen Jones 10/16 

Colton Heavey 10/4 Katalina Murray 10/18 

Christine Harazim 10/6 Dee Davis 10/18 

Michael Miller 10/6 Spencer Thompson 10/18 

Olivia Geist 10/6 Steve Mitchem 10/19 

Sharon Vanpelt 10/7 Noel Jakiela 10/20 

Karen Wells 10/9 Paul Porfeli 10/20 

Zach Farrell 10/9 Mary Grace McConnell 10/21 

Regina King 10/10 Jean Hager 10/23 

Jim Pharr 10/11 Ryleigh Thompson 10/23 

Elva Dean Moses 10/12 Jeff Campbell 10/25 

Vance Horton 10/12 Sara Simmons 10/27 

Charlie Shepard 10/13 Alvice Miller 10/28 

David Mowery 10/14 Bill Alexander 10/28 

Earl Coble 10/14 Peggy Campbell 10/28 

Linda Lentz 10/14 David Miller 10/30 

Connie Smart 10/15 Cyndi Conway 10/31 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org
http://www.lifewayresearch.com/


 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of  October 

Monday, October 1      Hosea 2:2-15 and Luke 5:1-11 

Tuesday, October 2      Hosea 2:16-23 and Luke 5:12-26  

Wednesday, October 3     Hosea 3:1-5 and Luke 5:27-39 

Thursday, October 4       Hosea 4:1-10 and Luke 6:1-11 

Friday, October 5         Hosea 4:11-19 and Luke 6:12-26 

Saturday, October 6      Hosea 5:1-7 and Luke 6:27-38 

Sunday, October 7       Hosea 5:8-6:6 and Matthew 14:1-12  

Monday, October 8      Hosea 6:7-7:7 and Luke 6:39-49 

Tuesday, October 9        Hosea 7:8-16 and Luke 7:1-17 

Wednesday, October 10   Hosea 8:1-14 and Luke 7:18-35 

Thursday, October 11     Hosea 9:1-9 and Luke 7:36-50 

Friday, October 12      Hosea 9:10-17 and Luke 8:1-15 

Saturday, October 13      Hosea 10:1-15 and Luke 8:16-25 

Sunday, October 14      Hosea 11:1-11 and Matthew 15:21-28 

Monday, October 15      Hosea 11:12-12:1 and Luke 8:26-39 

Tuesday, October 16     Hosea12:2-14 and Luke 8:40-56 

Wednesday, October 17   Hosea 13:1-3 and Luke 9:1-17 

Thursday, October 18     Hosea 13:4-8 and Luke 9:18-27 

Friday, October 19      Hosea 13:9-16 and Luke 9:28-36 

Saturday, October 20     Hosea 14:1-9 and Luke 9:37-50 

Sunday, October 21      Micah 1:1-9 and Matthew 16:13-20  

Monday, October 22     Micah 2:1-13 and Luke 9:51-62 

Tuesday, October 23     Micah 3:1-8 and Luke 10:1-16 

Wednesday, October 24   Micah 3:9-4:5 and Luke 10:17-24 

Thursday, October 25     Micah 5:1-4, 10-15 and Luke 10:25-37 

Friday, October 26      Micah 6:1-8 and Luke 10:38-42 

Saturday, October 27     Micah 7:1-7 and Luke 11:1-13 

Sunday, October 28      Jonah 1:1-17a and Matthew 18:15-20 

Monday, October 29      Jonah 1:17-2:10 and Luke 11:14-26 

Tuesday, October 30     Jonah 3:1-4:11 and Luke 11:27-36 

Wednesday, October 31   Nahum 1:1-14 and Luke 11:37-52 

 

Chiming the Hour 

Oct. 7           Colton Heavey 

Oct. 14         Isabella Rockel 

Oct. 21         Anna Talton 

Oct. 28        James Ide 

A Time for Children 

Oct. 7           Tommy Heavey 

Oct. 14         Julia Alexander 

Oct. 21         Vance Horton 

Oct. 28        Jerry Clark 

                      Bread 

Oct. 7           Carol Mullis 

Oct. 14         Laura Milliken 

Oct. 21         Joan Nicholson 

Oct. 28        Shirley Rockel 

Worship Assistants 

Oct. 7           Emma Wakeman 

Oct. 14         Candice Shepard 

Oct. 21         Kathy Linker 

Oct. 28        Gigi Hunnicutt 

Service Volunteers  

Infant Nursery 

Oct. 7           Cindy Spickard 

Oct. 14         Theresa and Abi Watson 

Oct. 21         Janet Little 

Oct. 28        Dave and Mandy Mowery 

Toddler Nursery  

Oct. 7           Susan Geist 

Oct. 14         Susan Jones and Niki Schneider 

Oct. 21         Krista Eason 

Oct. 28        Rebecca Murray 

Nursery Volunteers  

1st Sunday:     Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick Spickard 

2nd Sunday:  Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Jeff Thomas, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell 

3rd Sunday:   Lead: Steve Jewett, Tim or Dianne Savelle, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski, Dori or Scott Swaringen 

4th Sunday:     Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Traci Bird, Jim Stafford, King McCachren 

Ushers 
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Week #      Head Counter     Assistant 
 1               Teri                       Reggie Hunnicutt 
 2               Teri                       Stephen Jewett 
 3               Teri                       Ben Schneider 
 4               Scott                     Frank Reynolds 
 5               Teri                       Bill Carriker 
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Bible Studies begin! 

There’s a Bible Study for almost everybody!   

Find your space and try one out beginning the week of October 14
th

!   

The Bible From Scratch 
adults 

Weekly Wednesdays 6:45 PM Session Room Candace Shepard 

The Bible From Scratch 
adults 

Weekly Tuesdays 9:00 AM 
Upstairs FH  
Room 216 

Kathy Dulin 

The Bible From Scratch 
youth 

Weekly Wednesdays 6:45 PM 
Basement Youth 
Room 

JD McNutt 

What’s In the Bible?  
children 

Weekly Wednesdays 6:45 PM 
Upstairs Godly 
Play Room 

Sharon Vanpelt 

Theology On Tap 
adults 

Monthly 
Monday 
(begins 10/22) 

7:00 PM 
Vortex Bottle 
Shop 

Neal Carter 

  Godly Play I (age 4-Gr. 2) Godly Play II (Gr. 3-5) 

Oct. 7 Good Shepherd and World Communion Learning Your Bible 

  Janet/Dave Mowery Sharon/ 

Oct. 14 The Ark and the Flood Learning Your Bible 

  Julie/Cindy Sharon/ 

Oct. 21 The Great Family 1 The Great Family 1 & 2 

  Erica/Magan Robin Hartsell/Mandy 

Oct. 28 Exodus Exodus 

  Jane/Beau Joey/Sharon 

Godly Play Teacher Schedule 

  SATURDAY OCTOBER 13 
4:00 - 7:00 

Fun & Games 4:00 to 6:00  
Brunswick Stew & BBQ 4:30 to 7:00pm 

(while supplies last) 
 

Music by Jeff  Whittington 

Invite your friends!! 



 

 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 

Youth Calendar  
 

Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  

Bible Study every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm 
 

October 1 – A very holy day ☺ 
October 7 – Youth 6-7:30pm  
October 14 – Youth 6-7:30pm  
October 21 – Mission day after church - Choir practice for Christmas program 6:00 to 6:30 
October 28 – Youth 6-7:30pm—help with Trunk or Treat!! 

 

Questions?  Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com 
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Droplets of Winter 

A kid gave me the below picture after a group the other day. Before I tell you about it, let me 

tell you another story… 
 

A couple of weeks ago my hot water disappeared. I went out to check on the hot water heater 

and it was gushing water gallon after gallon out the door. Well that’s never good. Since I rent, 

I contacted my landlord and requested maintenance to come take a look. It falls under their responsibility and  

besides, it is a gas water heater…I don’t want to blow myself up. Unfortunately, I’m still without hot water. So, you 

can imagine the dialogue I have with myself every morning before a shower… 

“It can’t be that cold, right? Didn’t it get warmer yesterday?” 

“Do I need a shower today? Couldn’t I wait a few days? Do I smell that bad? Yes.” 

“Are those droplets of ice coming out of the showerheads? Is that why they bounce on the tub? Is this a hailstorm 

happening in my own bathroom?!!!” 

“Maybe it is healthier for you.” 

“just get in there and face this like a man!” 
 

Well you get the idea. It is an interesting experience each morning. And though I request, text, ask the landlord 

for help; I am at their mercy. It is unfortunately, I feel, out of my control. I cannot control when they will be able to 

fix this. I cannot control the actions of others when it is not in my favor. And that is hard… to not be in control. 
 

Now back to the picture… 

A little girl brings it up to me and says “Here you go, Mr. JD!” I asked her to tell 

me about her picture. She said it was the hand of God watching over her.  Her 

verse that day on our Psalm 23 project… 

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” – Psalm 23:4 
 

My response…” That my friend is a very big hand you have drawn watching 

over you”. 

“Yep. It is watching over me even when there are things happening that I don’t 

understand and can’t control.” 
 

In life, some things are just not in our control. For a teenager I know it is hard 

for you guys to not be in control. School, parents, adults, schedules, peer  

pressure and more always telling you what to do and where to be at during the 

hours of a day. And you may not feel like you have any control over your life. 

Sometimes that can be difficult and hard to accept. However out of control life 

feels, God is still with you. Just like the hand. That big, beautiful, comforting 

hand. The “out of control” feeling probably needs to be a part of our spiritual journey from time to time to help us 

learn trust, even when it is difficult. 
 

Oh no…so I took a break from writing…now my oven is not working. Lol… 

May peace be with you this month.  

JD 

 

 

2018 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $382,667  NEEDED PER MONTH:  $31,888  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,358 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

9/2/2018 6844 -$514 -$25,044 

9/9/2018 7917 +$559 -$17,127 

9/16/2018 2610 -$4748 -$14,517 

9/23/2018 6210 -$1148 -$8,307 

Stewardship 
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Online Giving 

“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways 

in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time 

should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call 

to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the  

Christian discipline of stewardship.” 
 

We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.   

•  Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.   

•  You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.   

•  Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.  

•   You can designate which fund your donation goes to (General, Building, Scholarship, Youth etc…)  

•  It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.  

•  Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time  

   donation.  It’s up to you!   

If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479. 

A Message from the Finance Team—Correction about the Scholarship Fund. 
The Finance Team meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday of each month.  During these meetings the members of the committee 

discuss various items related to the church’s finances, most notably stewardship and operating expenses.   

One of the topics discussed at the last meeting was the Scholarship program that we offer to our youth as they head off to  

college.   The scholarship was not started with a donation by Dandridge Price Jennings (as previously stated). Mrs. 

Jennings was the wife of Rev. C. Wesley Jennings and was very active in all aspects of our church life.  She died of 

cancer in her early forties leaving Mr. Jennings and 3 young daughters.  The scholarship was started in her honor  

after her death with donations from her family and the congregation.  For those of us who knew Mrs. Jennings, her 

influence in our lives will always be with us. The scholarship awards college bound students a sum total of $2500 over four 

years ($1000 first year; $500 each year after).   

The goal of this message is to let you all know that this fund is available if you are called to help in any way.  This fund, along 

with a few others, are not a part of our general operating budget.  We rely on donations from our members (both past and  

present) to keep these programs running.  Other opportunities to give are: the cemetery fund, youth mission trip,  

10 cents-a-meal, boy scouts, and building fund.  You can donate directly to the scholarship fund (or any others) on line or by 

indicating on your check which fund you want to contribute to.   
 

Please note:  when writing checks to the church we would appreciate that you keep building fund donations  

separate from general fund donations.  The building fund donations go to a different bank account than the  

general fund donations and this will help reduce accounting errors and make sure the money is designated for 

the fund you want it to go to.  Thank you for your help with this!! 



 

 

September was a busy month for the Building and Grounds folks at RRPC. We had two big work days. At the first, we set up 

both the grove and the fellowship hall for September Meeting, as well as taking care of a few stumps around our campus and 

some overgrown plant material at the Manse. Thank you to all who came out to help. Many hands made light work of these 

tasks. Two weeks later we had another work day to take care of some erosion issues along the paved road to the back parking 

lot and to aerate and overseed the church lawn. A big thank you goes out David Murray, Ted Dickenson, Harold Melvin, Bill and 

Billy Carriker, Joey and Neal Dulin, and Reverend Carter. These gentlemen donated not only their time, but the use of their 

equipment to get these tasks done.   

If you have ideas, or are interested in helping with projects around the church, we are always looking for committee members. 

We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm. Our next meeting is scheduled for October 1.  

 

Committee chairpersons can be reached at: 
 

Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com 

Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

Building and Grounds News 
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Silver Sneakers Yoga Class - will now be offered on Tuesday mornings 

at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  Crystal Passmore is the instructor and is 

certified by Silver Sneakers.  If you are a member of Silver Sneakers the 

class is offered at no charge, if you are not a member of Silver Sneakers 

the cost is $3 per class.  This class is designed for all ages and skill levels.  

Chairs are available if needed for support!  Come and give it a try!     

Silver Sneakers Classic - is now being offered on Monday mornings beginning October 1.  There are two classes to 

choose from 10:00am or 11:00am.  This class focuses on strengthening muscles and increasing range of movement for daily 

life activities. Participants can use hand-held weights, elastic tubing with handles and a SilverSneakers ball. Often a chair is 

used for seated exercises or standing support.  The cost is the same as Yoga—$3 per class unless you are a member of Silver 

Sneakers, then it is free!  Invite your friends and give it a try!! 

Questions:  Contact Crystal Passmore at 704-960-8265 

Holy Yoga Classes are back!  This yoga class is offered to EVERYone and everyBODY.  The instructor, Leslie 

Wagner, offers advice to every skill level, so even if you’ve never done yoga before, this class is for YOU!!   

Monday nights at 6:30 now thru November 5th.  Cost is $10 per class.  

Session Highlights - from September Session Meeting 
We are including this section in the Newsletter to keep you better informed of what is happening at RRPC.  We will only include 

items that have not been reported in other areas of the newsletter.  If you want more details about what Session discussed 

please contact the Clerk of Session.  

New Business 

Abi Watson presented an idea to session to build a “Little Library” on the grounds to house books, bibles and other reading  

material, so people can borrow books and exchange with items they’ve already read.  Session approved this unanimously and 

Building and Grounds will work with Abi on the project.   
 

Ministry Reports  

Christian Education is looking into alternate companies to perform background checks on Volunteers that work with children.  

There is still a need for more volunteers to help with CE events and the nursery. 

Thomas Heavey shared information regarding the Mission Trip to Costa Rica in the summer of 2019. The maximum estimated 

cost per person will be $1800. This price also includes a zipline excursion. Tommy is working on a payment plan option that 

would allow those interested to pay over the next year. An interest meeting was held on September 23rd to provide more  

information.   
 

Unfinished Business 

Discussions continue to take place with the Harrisburg Crisis Assistance Ministry to move the food pantry to RRPC’s basement.  

While nothing has been approved yet, we are hopeful that this move will take place by year’s end.  It is important to note that 

the food pantry will simply be housed at RRPC—but is still managed by it’s Board of Directors, volunteers and HCAM.   

 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, October 2 and 9  
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m. in the church parlor (Oct. 2) 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Julia Alexander (Oct. 9) 
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.  

We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  

We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!   

We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Men’s Breakfast   Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, October 21 at 9:00a.m.  

in the Fellowship Hall. 

As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a 

great opportunity for fellowship among our men!  We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.  

I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month. 

Recurring Monthly Events 

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday October 3 at 6:00pm - served by Troop 83 - Beef Stew and Cornbread 

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make 

everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking 

out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of 

the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.  

In the month of November we will begin our soups, salads and desserts meals.  Please consider bringing a pot of soup! 

Questions?  Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor 
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We are trying something different for our October meeting.  Each participant is asked to bring a favorite book to tell us about 

or tell us why a specific author is a favorite.  Sharing with one another will give us new titles/authors to try.  We had anticipated 

an author visit but that did not work out so we decided to take a different path for October. 
 

 

We always welcome new readers! Please join us in the church parlor at 7pm on Monday, October 22 for our discussion and 

plans for 2019. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

The Farmers Market - The market is open every Wednesday from 3:00 to 6:30pm.  We plan on staying 

open until the end of October as long as Miller and Sons has produce. Other vendors this year include Wyolina 

Kennels, Curt’s Kettle Corn, Mullis Family Farm meats, fresh eggs, jewelry and local honey!  Julia Alexander also 

offers Healing Touch mini sessions. Stop by on Wednesday’s before you come for dinner!   

Sermon Podcasts:  Did you miss Sunday Service?  Want to hear Neal’s sermon?  Now you can!!  A podcast is an audio file 

available to download or stream  to your computer, mobile phone, tablet, or car audio system.  What is on our Podcast?  

Our weekly scripture and sermon message from Rev. Neal Carter. Each podcast typically lasts 20 minutes.  Just go to our website 

www.rockyriver.org and click on the Worship tab, and on the dropdown menu click on sermon podcast.  It’s that simple.   Make 

sure you have a podcast app Either in iTunes or Google play. 

mailto:521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
mailto:850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal,  

$15/family maximum 
The caterer donates $1 from every $5 

collected back to the Youth group! 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
Menu For October 

 

October 3 - Free Community Meal 
Beef Stew and Cornbread 

 

October 10 - Chicken Salad Croissant  
 
 

October 17 - Sloppy Joes 
 
 

October 24 - Crockpot Chicken Chili 
 
 

 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming 

when you sign the attendance book or  

call the office at 704-455-2479 

Annual Yard Sale 
 

HELP WANTED - The Yard sale is 

Saturday, October 6th and we need 

help bringing items up from the  

basement and setting up tables after 

WNF on October 3rd.  We will also 

need help Thursday morning (9-12) & 

evening (6:30-8:30), Friday morning  

(9-12) & evening (6-8), and Saturday 

(8-1) during the sale.  We appreciate 

any time you can give us!!  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

WE ARE NOT ACCEPTING 

ADULT CLOTHING/SHOES THIS 

YEAR - BUT WE WILL ACCEPT  

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING/

SHOES 

Family Game Night Twice a 

month on the second and fourth 

Friday in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, October 12 and 26 
7:00pm  
Game Night has become a fun Friday night 
tradition at RRPC.  Young and old members 
alike come out to play a friendly game of 
cards, or their favorite board game.  All you 
have to bring is your favorite game, a snack 
to share and your competitive spirit!  Invite 
your neighbors and friends for some good 
clean fun!   
All are welcome! 
Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  

704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Women’s Retreat 

November 9—11, 2018 
This year is shaping up to be a 

great weekend.  There is always 
fellowship, food and fun along 
with our spiritual lesson's with 

Amy.  Deposits are in, but if you 
decide that you would love to join 

us, the final full deposit is due 
October 28th.   

  Questions?  Please contact  
Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203 

tttandsp@gmail.com 

GriefShare is doing well for the 
Fall session and has averaged 14 
participants.  We are almost half 
way there, with plans to hold our 
Surviving the Holidays workshop 
just before Thanksgiving.  We 
have found this program to be 
very beneficial for us at Rocky 
River and for our community that 
continues to grow daily.  Please 
continue to pray for our ministry 
and the folks we are helping. 

If you know anyone who is hurting 

due to the loss of a loved one, tell 

them about GriefShare.  Julia  

Alexander, Pamela Sciascia, and 

Mimi Reynolds are facilitators and 

can be reached for questions 

through the church office at  

704-455-2479.   
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Ten Cents-a-Meal The Worship Committee would like to thank all the members and guests who  
continue to make 10 cents a meal a success. We collect on the 1st Sunday of the month and every 
Wednesday night, but you can give anytime. Envelopes are available in the pews or you can just  
designate on an offering envelope  or check. Remember, 25% of the donated money comes back to 
our community! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Healing touch Clinic will be held Sunday 

afternoon, Oct.14 with appointments available 

between 3:00pm and 5:00pm for 30 minute 

sessions. 
 

A sign up sheet will be placed in the vestibule 

the week before.  Mini HT sessions have 

been offered on Wednesday at church  

Farmers market and prior to the Fellowship 

dinners; these have been fun and well  

received by a variety of folks. 
 

There's no charge for the service, but  

donations to the building fund are appreciated 

and are helping pay down our loan.   
 

Please note that this is the last Healing Touch 

Clinic being offered this year.  We will not 

have Healing Touch in November and  

December due to scheduling conflicts.  
 

Call Julia Alexander for more information @ 

704-455-9753 or 704-579-0781. 

Calling All Youth!!!  You are all invited to participate in our Christmas Program 

to be held during the Sunday School hour on December 23rd.  Audrey Reynolds, JD 

and Stephanie Campbell are asking for you to be a part of our Youth Choir!!   

Rehearsals will be held on Sundays from 6:00 to 6:30 beginning October 21st.  More 

details about the Christmas program will be forthcoming.  Hope to see you all at our 

first rehearsal on the 21st!! 

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

August 16 - Nov. 8 
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Introduction to Honey Bees (Apis Mellifera) - Saturday, October 13 at 9:30am 
We had to cancel the first class due to lack of interest, and since then we have had a few people express interest, 

so we are going to try again.  This class is open to anyone in the congregation that has an interest in learning 

about honey bees.  Topics will include pollinators, biology, history, fauna, flora, pesticides, safety and items  

utilized in beekeeping. Mark you calendars and let King McCachren know if you will be attending.  The class will 

be taught by Stan Frick and King McCachren.   

SUNDAY OCTOBER 28 ●  6:00pm 

Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for Trunk or Treat!  

We are looking for people to decorate and park their cars near 

the grove, dress in Halloween costumes and pass out candy to 

our trick or treaters!  We had some very creative decorations 

last year and a great turnout from the community.  Let’s show 

people in the community what RRPC has to offer and let’s have 

some fun!!  If you would like to participate by decorating your car 

and handing out candy please let Cyndi know so we can reserve 

the parking spots!  This event is open to the public so spread 

the word!  

If you would like to donate candy for this event just bring it to the 

office!  (Cyndi likes chocolate ☺) 

Crop Hunger Walk - Sunday October 14th at 2pm at Kimball  

Memorial Lutheran Church in Kannapolis.  Ending Hunger one step at a 

time.  Crop Hunger walks are interfaith events that build community while 

also making a difference locally and globally.  We would love to see the 

youth and adults participate in this event.   

If you cannot walk, please support one of the people that are walking.  

Linda Clark will have donation envelopes available after  worship service.  

Questions?  Please contact Linda Clark at 704-458-2472 or 

Operation Christmas Child—Shoeboxes  

We will be participating in the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child again 

this year.  Our ministry leader Kathy Hoover has enthusiastically been planning 

our packing party and getting ready to shower the children with love this Christ-

mas.  The boxes will be available in the vestibule on October 14th along with a 

complete list of what is acceptable to pack.  You can pack your own box OR  

donate items to be used at our packing party on Wednesday November 7.   

Watch the bulletin for announcements and tidbits of information each week in the 

month of October.   

Help us share the message of the gospel and bless the children that will receive 

these boxes.  

Harrisburg Crisis Assistance Ministry Personal Care Items Drive 

RRPC will be collecting personal care items for the entire month of October to be donated to the Harrisburg Crisis 

Assistance Ministry.  Food stamps do not pay for personal items, and often times our friends in need cannot afford 

these items for their family.  Urgent needs are: 
 

Laundry detergent  ● Dish washing liquid  ●  Shampoo  ●  Deodorant  ● Toothpaste  ● Toilet Paper


