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Our Session 

 CLASS of 2017  CLASS of 2018 CLASS OF 2019 

Darren Bird 
Finance & Administration 

Steve Jewett 
Finance & Administration 

Shawnee Wakeman 
Finance & Administration 

Ben Burr 
Worship 

Nancy Thomas 
Worship 

Marie Morrison 
Worship 

Eric Linker 
Congregational Connections 

Candice Shepard 
Congregational Connections 

Ben Schneider 
Congregational Connections 

David Murray 
Building & Grounds 

Jim Rockel 
Building & Grounds 

Billy Carriker 
Building & Grounds 

Joe Novobilski, Clerk of Session 
Christian Education 

Dave Mowery 
Christian Education 

Thomas Heavey 
Christian Education 

Stewardship 

Stewardship Report 
 

2017 Budget                    $351,000 
Total given YTD                 $255,832 
Amt. needed per month:   $  29,250  
Total for October                         $  31,303  
Amount needed Weekly            $    6,750  
Total for October 29          $    6,514 

 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 

Loan Status 

Education Building Loan as of: 

10/31/2017                              $458,042 

Minimum Monthly Payment                $5,110 
 

Contributions to the Capital Campaign are still 

being accepted.  Please prayerfully consider 

giving to help reduce this debt.  

Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC 28025 

www.rockyriver.org ● 704-455-2479 ● fax: 704-455-2489 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Neal Carter ● 704-455-2479 or 910-280-9688 ● nealcarter64@gmail.com 

Church Administrator: Cyndi Conway ● 704-455-2479 ● churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Director of Christian Education: Sharon Vanpelt ● 704-455-2479 ● dce@rockyriver.org 

Youth Director:  JD McNutt ● 704-455-2479 ● youthrrpc@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Mon. thru Thurs. 9:00 to 4:00 and Friday 9:00 to 12:00 
 

Congratulations to Kathy Dulin, Reggie Hunnicutt, Glenn Jones, Scott Jones and Jim Pharr on being 

elected to the Class of 2020.  Thank you to Robin Hartsell and Jane Talton for accepting their  

nominations and being willing to serve.  Let us also take this opportunity to thank Darren Bird, Ben Burr, 

Eric Linker, David Murray and Joe Novobilski for their faithful service. 

  

 

Morning Worship 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

11:00 a.m. 

PRELUDE                                  (Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones) 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR                    Colton Heavey   
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
 

Verse 1 
As the deer pants for the water  
So my soul longs after you  
You alone are my heart's desire  
And I long to worship you  
 

Chorus  
You alone are my strength, my shield  
To you alone will my spirit yield  
You alone are my hearts desire  
And I long to worship you  
 

Verse 2 
You're my friend and you are my Brother  
Even though you are my King  
I love you more than any other  
So much more than anything 
 

Chorus 
You alone are my strength, my shield  
To you alone will my spirit yield  
You alone are my hearts desire  
And I long to worship you  

Gathering 

†  HYMN  #466                     O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                    
 

 

 

 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
 

 

 



2 

 

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  

   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  All: And also with you. 

Let us exchange a word of peace with our neighbors and remain standing for our Response to Forgiveness 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE                  

†  RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS           Gloria Patri                                     #579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the  

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  
 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                                                                                

O God, you know us better than we know ourselves. 

As the scriptures are read, we will listen for your voice. 

By your Spirit lead us out of our fears 

and into the knowledge of your love, 

through Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd of our souls. Amen. 

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our  
understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for your name’s 
sake; Yet, we have strayed from your way; we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, through what we have done and what we have left 
undone, and we have wandered from your pathway. As we remember the 
cleansing water of baptism, O God, we praise you and give you thanks that you 
forgive us yet again. Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to 
rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose 
strong name we pray. Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

A TIME FOR CHILDREN                   Thomas Heavey  
 

ANTHEM          
     

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM - Katalina Vaughan Murray (see insert) 
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Looking Ahead 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 
Tuesday, November 7 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m.—will not meet on the 7th as we are serving at the Homeless Shelter on the 13th 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women  

Circle and Bible Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in  

particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our 

groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Angel Trees - You will have TWO opportunities to give this year !  The Youth are 

partnering with Keeping the Hope Ministry again this year and will have a Christmas 

dinner for 11 families on December 9.  The Angel Tree will be in the vestibule NEXT 

SUNDAY and will have tags with the family name, the name of the child and a  

suggested gift item.  These gifts can be returned UNWRAPPED by November 26, 

and the youth will wrap them in matching paper per family and present them to the 

families at the dinner.  If you don’t want to shop—we are also accepting monetary donations that the 

Youth will use to take the families shopping for clothes. The second opportunity for you to give will be an 

Angel Tree with gift tags that will benefit our Veterans.  Those tags will also be available NEXT Sunday 

and will have suggested gift ideas on them.  More information for the Veterans tag will be in next week’s 

bulletin.  As always we appreciate your  generosity and want to stress that you are not expected to give 

to both ministries!   

Surviving the Holidays—Help and hope as you navigate the  

Christmas season 
Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 
Christmas?  
Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has changed and that 
happy memories from past years can’t be recreated?   

 

Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are grieving a loved one’s death.  
 

You’ll learn: 

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays 

• What to do about traditions and other coming changes 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to discover hope for your future 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 16th at 6:00pm for this special session.   
Light refreshments will be served. 
 

Questions: Contact Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753 or 2jralex@ctc.net 
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Praise God that Clai is out of the hospital and on the road to recovery.   

JD and Clai thank you for your prayers! 
November 5 - Sunday School 10 am; Youth 6 pm 

November 8 - Bible Study after dinner 

November 10-12 Fall retreat at Awanita Camp (see JD to sign up) 

November 15 - Bible study after dinner 

November 17 - Middle School serve at Concord Soup Kitchen 

November 18 - High School serve at Concord Soup Kitchen 

November 19 - Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser—See Cyndi  

November 22, 26 - Happy Thanksgiving!!  No youth activities 

Youth Ministry 
JD McNutt, Youth Director - youthrrpc@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministry 
Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education - dce@rockyriver.org 

A Christmas Pageant - The Children of Rocky River Presbyterian Church will present A Christmas 

Pageant for the congregation on Sunday, December 17
th

, 10:00 a.m.  Candice Shepard, Jane Talton, 

and Sharon Vanpelt will be directors for this traditional piece of our Advent season.  Watch as the  

children bring the traditional Christmas story to life.  Let them bring you along as the journey to  

Bethlehem unfolds before us.  Make your plans now to attend and spark your Christmas spirit! 

Please note the following schedule for children who want to participate in the pageant.   

Parent Meeting—Sunday, Nov. 12, following worship to sign children up for participation 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 AFTER SERVICE (12:00—2:00) 

This dinner is a fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip.  Please join us after 

service on the 19th for good food and fellowship.  This can be a church  

family Thanksgiving meal, but with spaghetti!!  We will serve spaghetti, 

meatballs, salad and rolls and will ask for a minimum donation of $5 per  

person (no more than $15 per family).  Of course you can donate more if you want to!  Members of  

Session, this will be your lunch before your meeting.  All are welcome, please invite your friends and 

family to join us!  There is no Wednesday Night Fellowship this week because of Thanksgiving, so we 

do hope to see all of our church family at this meal!  

Salvation Army Ring the Bells - RRPC will  Ring the Bell at Lowe’s foods on Friday Dec. 1st, and 

Friday Dec. 8th from 10:00am to 9:00pm each day.  A sign up sheet is in the vestibule and will also be 

sent via email using Sign up Genius.  If you don’t use a computer just call Cyndi in the office and she 

will add you to the list.  This is a great opportunity for a family to volunteer together for a worthy cause.   
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PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
 

       OFFERTORY 
 
 

 †    DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        #592 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here       
       below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy  
       Ghost. Amen. 
 

†  HYMN #363              I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE SHOEBOXES (see insert)            Neal Carter 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                    Matthew 23: 1-12  

 One: The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

SERMON            This Isn’t About You                                 Neal Carter 
 

Responding to the Word  

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                         (Apostle’s Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth;  And in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended  

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

†    PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)                                                

We give thanks to you, almighty God, for the many gifts you bestow on us; and 
we pray that you would strengthen us in unshakeable faith  
toward you and in fervent love toward one another, through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord. Fulfill your promise in us and in the gifts we give, O God.  Amen. 



4 

 

Interested in membership?  Contact our Church Administrator, Cyndi Conway, to arrange a  

meeting with our Pastor, Neal Carter.  704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Worship Ministry 

Choir Chime Ringer, Today:  Colton Heavey                                Next Week:  James Ide 
 

Worship Assistant, Today:  Emma Wakeman                              Next Week:  Candice Shepard 
 

Ushers, Today:  Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Billy McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Michael  

McDonald, Ruth McDonald 
 

Next Week: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell  

A Time for Children, Today:  Thomas Heavey                                Next Week:   Julie Alexander 
 

Nursery Volunteers, Today:   Alice Williams and Linda Clark 
 

Next Week:  Kathy Dulin and Rebecca Murray; Traci Bird and Pam McCachren 
 

Bread Ministry Baker, This Week:  Carol Lyerly                    Next Week:  Ann Windell 
 

                                              Sending 
 

†     HYMN #434           Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples                                  
 

† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

†     CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep us forever; Grant us peace,  
 perfect peace, strength in every endeavor; Lift up your eyes and see His 
 face, love will leave you never; May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep us 
 forever.  
 
 

 POSTLUDE 

USHER MEETING— TODAY, Nov. 5th after service.  We will be reviewing Usher Responsibilities and 
our new Safety Policy and Procedures.  If you are interested in joining our Usher team please come to 
this meeting. 

†  Please stand if you are able 

VISITS FROM THE PASTOR—  Please remember to let us know if someone is in the hospital, is ill, or 

just needs a visit from the pastor.  This ministry is so important to Neal and to our church—knowing that 

your pastor and church family are here to support you in your time of need is one of the blessings of 

being a member at RRPC.  Call the office at 704-455-2479 or Neal directly on his cell phone 

(REALLY—CALL HIS CELL PHONE!) at 910-280-9688.   
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Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

 Sunday, November 5, 2017 

Welcome, guests and friends! 

What a blessing that God led you to worship with us today! 
Visitors—please sign our friendship pad, and let us know if there is anything we can do for you.  

We invite you to join us for  Wednesday Night Fellowship.  Dinner is served at 6:00pm in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $5 per person/maximum $15 per family.  Menu: Taco Bar   
You can RSVP by indicating the number of guests coming when you sign the Friendship Pad. 

Worship Packets for preschool and elementary children are available in the vestibule and 

located in our red, (preschool) and blue, (elementary) activity bags. These packets are designed to help 

children participate in worship. Please return the bags to the vestibule as you leave the service. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  

Anna Melvin; The David Luther Family, friends of Vance and Brenda Horton; Shorty McCachren; Mandy 

Ide; Clai McNutt; Tristan Rockel—eye healing; Lavada Freeman; Mary Litteral; Leslie Porfelli; Priscilla 

Clough, friend of Alice Williams; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and Gigi Hunnicutt; Trina Hadfield Jones; 

Bing Dickason, father of Ted Dickason; Tom Rhodes, friend of Shawnee Wakeman; Pat McDonald;  

Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, 

mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal 

Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice  

Williams; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Ellie Wagoner; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  

Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; 

Amy Hicks; Maxine Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay 

Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 

Food Pantry - The food pantry appreciates all the donations that they receive from us.  Here is a list of 

standard items that they can use on a regular basis:  soups (no tomato) canned fruit, dried beans,  

spaghetti sauce, spaghetti, canned vegetables, grits, oatmeal, diced tomatoes, small jars of jelly, small 

bags of sugar and flour, dried potatoes, rice, toothpaste, toilet paper, dish soap and laundry detergent.  

Thank you for your continued support of this program.  

Opportunities to Serve 
 

Office Help - Cyndi can use one or two more people to help in the office on a weekly basis.  If you can 

spare one morning or afternoon a week please contact Cyndi at 704-455-2479.   
 

Fundraising - Looking for one or two adults and youth to help organize and come up with ideas for 

fundraising for the Youth Mission Trip and 2018 activities.  Please contact Cyndi in the office if you can 

help.   
 

Updating Pictures - The directory is a work in progress and now it’s time to contact people directly that 

need updated pictures.  Volunteers will create a list of families that need updates, call them and  

schedule appointments for a picture to be taken.  Contact Cyndi in the office if you can help with this 

ministry. 


