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From the Pastor - Neal Carter
With the arrival November and Halloween just behind us, we might notice all the
religious connections that come about during this time of year.
Despite its pagan start, or maybe even because of it, Halloween also played a
pivotal role in religious history as Reformation Day.
On Oct. 31, 1517, Martin Luther, a monk and university professor, released his
"Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences.” We know them as "The 95
Theses." Martin Luther wrote this document to be used as a basis for discussion
with church officials, about the abuse of the church selling of indulgences, a practice
that allowed people to "buy" their salvation from local priests.
"I think it's important that to note Luther wasn't against indulgences, he just didn't
like the idea of selling indulgences," said Steven Martinson, professor of German
studies and director of the World Literature Program at the University of Arizona.
"One had to have a penance for one's sins, but at the same time, Luther was just
outraged that you would have to pay money for that. His emphasis was more on
repentance than on penance."
However, the distribution of the theses marked the beginning of the Lutheran
movement and the eventual spread of Protestantism around the world. This is the
beginning of the Reformation.
Was Luther’s choice of Oct. 31 just a coincidence? Reformation scholars say
absolutely not.
"The reason he did that was because the next day was All Saints' Day
(November1)," Martinson said. "He knew that well-educated people were going to
come to the services." Luther knew many people would be in worship for All Saints’
Day; therefore, a lot of people would see his 95 Theses (95 statements for
conversation and discussion).
All Saints' Day, celebrated on Nov. 1, is dedicated to honoring saints (many who had
been martyred for their faith). People would come from all over to be connected in
worship on this day. The crowds that came to worship helped spread the discussion
that Luther wanted the church to have.
Thus, Halloween, Reformation Day, and All Saints Day, all have connection for us
as Christians who are Presbyterian (a part of the Reformed tradition).
In the early church, marking saints days began as a way to mark the anniversary of
a martyr’s death — his or her “birthday” as a saint. After about a thousand years of
the church’s existence, there were so many martyrs that it was hard to give them all
their due. All Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to honor all the saints,
known and unknown.
All Saints’ Day has now come to have a broader focus in the Reformed tradition. We
use this time to reflect on the lives of those who have passed away, remembering
them for the impact that their lives have had on us. But, rather than putting saints on
pedestals as holy people set apart in glory, we give glory to God for the ordinary,
holy lives of the believers in this and every age. This is why we set aside time in the
worship service around November 1 to give thanks to members of the community of
faith at RRPC who have died in the past year.
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They are the saints that journeyed in faith with RRPC. We are grateful for their commitment to the faith here.
Moreover, there is more to it than looking backwards. While we give thanks for the lives of those particular folks of
ages past, All Saints’ Day also calls us to think of our place in the ongoing sanctification of the whole people of
God. All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages have faithfully served the Lord. The day reminds
us that we are part of one continuing, living communion of saints. As they were called to live lives of faith, we are to
do the same.
All Saints’ Day reminds us that God was with the faithful of the past; thus, we are reassured that God is with us
today, moving us and all creation toward God. This is a part of worship that should lift us out of a preoccupation
with our own immediate situation and any discouragements of the present. All Saints’ Day is the reminder for us
that others have persevered in faith; in Christ, we will too (Hebrews 12:1-2).
All Saint’s Day (along with Reformation Day) remind us to rejoice with all the faithful of every generation for we are
a part of great company of witnesses above and around us like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1). There are other
generations to come after us. We will be their “saints.” May we be faithful in the present as God has called us
to be.

Children

Church Life
Please Keep in Your Prayers: Ann Glosson; Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s; Kathy Hoover; Pam McCachren; Theresa
Hively and Jacob Roberts, friends of Traci Bird; Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird, Linda McCachren; Randy Baker, father of
Delaney who attends our youth group; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Frank Graham (former member); Keith
Long, son of Darlene Chase; Buddy Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and Mary Litteral; John Rankin; Julia Wainwright, friend of
Alice Williams; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda Clark; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay
Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran; Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet
Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Pat McDonald; Marie
Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson,
friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy
and Helene Linenberger; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Marlene
Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams.
If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal
directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and
offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com Church Office: 704.455.2479

November Birthdays

Children’s News
From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education
Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River? Contact Sharon
Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).

From the DCE’s Corner November 2018
Gather
I recently saw this sign in a local restaurant, so I took a photo of it. The word ‘gather’ is such a
warm word. One definition of the word is “to come together in a body.” It implies a gentleness,
even kindness; gentle guidance rather than forced herding of groups. The hymns, “We Gather
Together” and “Gather Us In” invite us to remember what a wonderful thing it is for us to join in
Christian community.
Gathering is a word we often associate with the Thanksgiving holiday, but it is so intimately entwined with the church
that it is year-round. We gather for specific purposes or just for the benefit of enjoying each other’s company. Our
Wednesday night meals and the annual Women’s Retreat at William Black Lodge are two excellent examples.
Gathering as the church came to be important in times immediately following Jesus’ death and resurrection. When
Jesus came to earth, we saw what it was to have God walk among us. Jesus showed us a new way to live with God
in our midst. And when he was resurrected and returned to heaven, he left us the Holy Spirit to comfort and sustain
us on earth until his return. In Matthew 18:20 we read, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.”
In the faith community there is an enjoyment of God, a sharing in the Holy Spirit, and a tasting of the goodness of the
Word of God that cannot be experienced apart from the corporate gathering of Christ’s church. The Bible does
instruct us to worship and pray privately. But that will never be the fullest, deepest, most joyful experience of God for
us.
Being around other believers gives us the chance to learn and grow in our faith. It demonstrates to us why we
believe, and it can be excellent food for our souls. Being in the world can easily make us hard and eat away at our
strength. When we deal with a hard-hearted world, it can become easy to fall into that hard-heartedness and
question our beliefs. It is always good to spend some time in Christian fellowship so that we remember that God
makes us strong enough to reach out in love to others in the world, even our enemies.
Our challenge now is to gather with ALL of our community.
Not just the ones who are like us.
Not just our friends and buddies.
Not just people our own age.
We must seek out those whom we may not know very well. Broaden our own circles to be more inclusive. If, in fact,
there is “always room for one more” at RRPC, then that mantra must begin with each of us in our daily lives.
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Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Amanda Linker

11/1

Lora McCachren

11/14

Mary Loraas

11/2

Rosangela Baczewski

11/15

Kathy Dulin

11/3

Mimi Reynolds

11/16

Teri Stafford

11/3

Carol Mullis

11/17

Thomas Linker Jr.

11/5

David Lovendahl

11/17

Peg Miller

11/5

King McCachren Jr.

11/17

Anna Linker

11/6

Kathy Hoover

11/19

Macey Fairchild

11/6

Edd Glosson

11/20

Gail Thompson

11/8

Dylan Cagle

11/21

Catherine Garmon

11/9

Jake Farrell

11/27

Kevin Harris

11/9

Elizabeth Murphy

11/28

Chris Bechtol

11/10

Emily Tipton

11/29

Colin Jones

11/12

Victoria King

11/30

Hunter Linker

11/13

This list was generated from our Church Windows database. If I have missed someone I
apologize sincerely! Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the
correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.

Elder Class of 2021 - Congratulations to the Elder Class of 2021: Bo Geist, King McCachren, Carol Lyerly, Cindy
Spickard and Allison Harris. Thank you to Steven Jewett, Nancy Thomas, Candice Shepard, Jim Rockel and Dave
Mowery for your faithful service to RRPC during your tenure on Session. New elder training will take place on
Sunday, November 4 after Worship service. Lunch will be provided.
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Service Volunteers

Scripture Readings for the month of November
Thursday, November 1
Friday, November 2
Saturday, November 3
Sunday, November 4
Monday, November 5
Tuesday, November 6
Wednesday, November 7
Thursday, November 8
Friday, November 9
Saturday, November 10
Sunday, November 11
Monday, November 12
Tuesday, November 13
Wednesday, November 14
Thursday, November 15
Friday, November 16
Saturday, November 17
Sunday, November 18
Monday, November 19
Tuesday, November 20
Wednesday, November 21
Thursday, November 22
Friday, November 23
Saturday, November 24
Sunday, November 25
Monday, November 26
Tuesday, November 27
Wednesday, November 28
Thursday, November 29
Friday, November 30

Isaiah 26:1-4, 8-9 and Matthew 5:1-12
Nahum 2:13-3:7 and Luke 12:13-31
Nahum 3:8-19 and Luke 12:32-48
Zephaniah 1:1-6 and Matthew 18:21-35
Zephaniah 1:7-13 and Luke 12:49-59
Zephaniah 1:14-18 and Luke 13:1-9
Zephaniah 2:1-15 and Luke 13:10-17
Zephaniah 3:1-7 and Luke 13:18-30
Zephaniah 3:8-13 and Luke 13:31-35
Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Luke 14:1-11
Joel 1:1-13 and Matthew 20:1-16
Joel 1:15-2:2 and Luke 14:12-24
Joel 2:3-11 and Luke 14:25-35
Joel 2:12-19 and Luke 15:1-10
Joel 2:21-27 and Luke 15:1-2, 11-32
Joel 2:28-3:8 and Luke 16:1-9
Joel 3:9-17 and Luke 16:10-17
Habakkuk 1:1-4(5-11)12-2:1 and Matthew 23:13-24

Habakkuk 2:1-4, 9-20 and Luke 16:19-31
Habakkuk 3:1-10 (11-15) and James 3:1-12
Malachi 1:1, 6-14 and Luke 17:11-19
Malachi 2:1-16 and Luke 17:20-37
Malachi 3:1-12 and Luke 18:1-8
Malachi 3:13-4:6 and Luke 18:9-14
Zechariah 9:9-16 and Matthew 21:1-13
Zechariah 10:1-12 and Luke 18:15-30
Zechariah 11:4-17 and Luke 18:31-43
Zechariah 12:1-10 and Luke 19:1-10
Zechariah 13:1-9 and Luke19:11-27
Zechariah 14:1-11 and Luke 19:28-40

Chiming the Hour
Nov. 4

Colton Heavey

Nov. 11

Isabella Rockel

Nov. 18

Anna Talton

Nov. 25

James Ide

A Time for Children

Bible Studies
Our new Bible Studies are off to a good start. There’s still room for more at each gathering. Lessons build on each
other but they can be enjoyed individually as well.
Weekly: The Bible From Scratch, Tuesday mornings, 9:00 a.m., Kathy Dulin, Leader;
The Bible From Scratch, Wednesday evenings, 6:45 p.m., Candice, Shepard, Leader; Adults
The Bible From Scratch, Wednesday evenings 6:45 p.m., J.D. McNutt, Leader; Youth
What’s In The Bible? Wednesday evenings, 6:45 p.m., Sharon Vanpelt, Leader; Children
Monthly: Theology on Tap, 2nd Monday of the month (November 12) 7:00 p.m. at Vortex Bottle Shop,
Neal Carter, Leader

Youth Christmas Program

Bread

The Children and Youth of Rocky River Presbyterian Church will join their talents together to present
The Christmas Story in Art for the congregation on December 23rd, 10:00 a.m.
Regular Sunday School classes will be cancelled so that everyone can come to the Fellowship Hall and watch as
our young people use their God-given talents to bring the traditional Christmas story to life.
PARENTS, if your young child would like to participate in the program but is not currently involved in Sunday
School, please contact Sharon Vanpelt. Practice will be Sunday, Dec. 16, 10:00 a.m. for full cast (children and
youth, no music) in Fellowship Hall. Dress Rehearsal will be Saturday, Dec. 22, time TBD, for full cast and
musicians.

Nov. 4

Alice Williams

Godly Play Teacher Schedule

Nov. 11

Julie Alexander

Nov. 18

Mary Loraas

Nov. 25

Linda Clark

Nov. 4

Neal Carter

Nov. 11

Sharon Vanpelt

Nov. 18

Joey Dulin

Nov. 25

JD McNutt

Nov. 4

Worship Assistants
Nov. 4

Kathy Linker

Nov. 11

Candice Shepard

Nov. 18

Emma Wakeman

Nov. 25

Gigi Hunnicutt

Nov. 11

Nov. 18

Nursery Volunteers

Godly Play I (age 4 – Grade 2)

Godly Play II (Gr. 3-5)

Ten Best Ways to Live

Ten Best Ways to Live

Janet/Cindy

Erica/Dave

Moses (vol. 6)

Moses (vol. 6)

Cindy/Magan

Julie/Mandy

The Prophets (vol. 2)

The Prophets (vol. 2)

Robin/Janet

Infant Nursery

Toddler Nursery

Nov. 25

Circle of the Church Year

Circle of the Church Year

Jane/Beau

Erica/Dave
Advent 1

Nov. 4

Alice Williams & Linda Clark

Nov. 4

Cindy Spickard

Nov. 11

Kathy Dulin & Rebecca Murray

Nov. 11

Traci Bird & Pam McCachren

Nov. 18

Maggie Linker and Brenda Horton

Nov. 18

Allison & Aydenn Harris

Dec. 2

Advent 1(vol. 3)

Nov. 25

Need Volunteer

Nov. 25

Dori & Scott Swaringen

Combine classes for
Dec.

Janet/Dave

Dec. 9

Advent 2 (vol. 3)

Ushers
1st Sunday:
2nd Sunday:
3rd Sunday:
4th Sunday:

Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick Spickard
Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Jeff Thomas, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
Lead: Steve Jewett, Tim or Dianne Savelle, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski, Dori or Scott Swaringen
Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Traci Bird, Jim Stafford, King McCachren

Week #
1
2
3
4
5

10

Head Counter

Teri
Teri
Teri
Scott
Teri

Assistant

Reggie Hunnicutt
Stephen Jewett
Ben Schneider
Frank Reynolds
Bill Carriker

Joey/Sharon

Advent 2

Julie/Cindy
Dec. 16

No Sunday School-Program Practice

No Sunday School-Program Practice

Dec. 23

Christmas Program

Christmas Program

Dec. 30

WORKDAY

WORKDAY

Erica Heavey/Kathy Linker
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Youth News

Online Giving

from JD McNutt, Youth Director

“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways
in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time
should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call
to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the
Christian discipline of stewardship.”

Looking ahead…
On December 15 we will be taking kids shopping for our Christmas mission. I am excited that
"Keeping the Hope" is working with us again this year. So this month is a month of prep as we
fix baskets for the families, angel tree, and plan activities for the kids. I don't know yet if some of
the kids will be the same as last year. I do know that these families are hand picked and need
the help for the holidays this year. I don't know how many kids there will be yet but I do trust that they will love you
guys immensely!
When I was a kid I had this cool tennis trainer. It was basically this heavy green base with a 25' rubber band attached
to a tennis ball. After the band broke I had to duct tape the band to the ball. And then tie and retie knots in the rubber
band to hold it all together. I played with this thing all the time. Even wrapped the rubber band around the power lines
going across the street a couple of times. That was always a little difficult to explain to my dad.
While playing tennis I would be out there for a couple of hours. I would imagine going against the best in the final
points of Wimbledon. I would hear the crowd as they cheered me on at an amazing "come from behind" victory.
I would feel the intensity of each point as I dove after each ball to make it count. My imagination would carry me
through the points that would forever be remembered as historical moments in tennis. I would go down as one of the
greats. Move over Federer, McEnroe, Agassi. JD is coming through!
I still daydream a lot. I run scenarios through my head a thousand times. It’s what keeps me up sometimes at night.
It can take me out of a conversation or something happening in real life. It can be kind of like you're writing a novel.
Sometimes it is just a way to cope with heavy stress. However I am also trying to learn to focus more on being
present in the moment. To be present so I don't miss out on the people in my life. To be present so I may share with
them my thoughts and also truly hear what they are saying. Not living the dream...living the reality.
Am I nervous about taking all these kids to Wal-Mart? Sure. Could I come up with 100 different scenarios of running
through the aisles dodging the McDonald French fries being fired at us by the kid running away? Yep. Standing in line
trying to pay for all their clothes and the credit card says "denied". So maybe it is good to think about some of this to
help plan. Hmmm...maybe I should take cash???
Or I can simply pray to be present. To be present that when these kids are with us next month they feel the love of
God through our words and actions. To be present with them so they know how special they are and I am thankful
for their presence that day.
It may seem silly to write a month ahead of time about the Christmas mission. I think though that this is a great time
to start preparing our hearts for what will hopefully be a beautiful day in their life. And I pray to continue working on
being present so that I show how thankful I am for the moment and people that God has placed in my life.
Peace,
JD
Wimbledon Champion 1980-1985 :)

If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.
Do you know someone looking for a church home? Have you been intentional in sharing all that Rocky River Presbyterian has
to offer? Everyday is a good day to tell someone about RRPC and to invite them to worship with us! Wednesday night fellowship is another great way to introduce your friends to our church family. RRPC invites everyone, and we hope you will spread
the word and encourage your friends and neighbors to join us!
Did you know you can access our church directory on your smartphone or home
computer? You can find a telephone number or address of a member just by
clicking a button! Find the Instant Church Directory app on your smartphone or
computer and follow the instructions for LogIn and you will have all the information
at your fingertips! We update the information as soon as we receive changes from
members, and we are still in the process of updating photos. If you notice that your photo is missing or is out of date, please
send me a new one electronically or find Steve Mitchem on a Sunday morning and he will take a new picture of you! If you
would rather have a printed copy of the directory, just ask Cyndi in the office and she will print one for you.
Questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Stewardship
2018 PROPOSED BUDGET: $382,667 NEEDED PER MONTH: $31,888 NEEDED PER WEEK: $7,358
WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

10/7/2018

6646

-$712

-$25,242

Youth Calendar

10/14/2018

6885

-$473

-$18,357

Sunday School—Sunday Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)
Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.
Bible Study every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm

10/21/2018

5337

-$2021

-$13,020

10/28/2018

5117

-$2241

-$7,903

November 4 - Youth 6-7:30 pm
November 11 - Youth 6-7:30 pm
November 17 - Bowling!!
November 18 - Mission work after church - prepare for Keeping the Hope families
November 25 - no youth activities
Questions? Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com
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We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.
•
Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.
•
You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.
•
Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.
•
You can designate which fund your donation goes to (General, Building, Scholarship, Youth etc…)
•
It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.
•
Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time
donation. It’s up to you!

Education Building
Loan as of 10/31/2018

$ 353,218.79

Minimum Monthly Payment

$

5,110

We are truly blessed here at Rocky River to have the new education building. Thank you to everyone who pledged during our
last capital campaign. We are making great strides in paying down this debt. If you have not had a chance to make the pledge
it is not too late for you to join the others in this venture. Write “ Building Fund” on your check and it will go towards paying off
our debt. Thank you all for your generosity!
9

Silver Sneakers Yoga Class - will now be offered on Tuesday mornings
at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Crystal Passmore is the instructor and is
certified by Silver Sneakers. If you are a member of Silver Sneakers the
class is offered at no charge, if you are not a member of Silver Sneakers
the cost is $3 per class. This class is designed for all ages and skill levels.
Chairs are available if needed for support! Come and give it a try!

Silver Sneakers Classic - is now being offered on Monday mornings beginning October 1.

There are two classes to

choose from 10:00am or 11:00am. This class focuses on strengthening muscles and increasing range of movement for daily
life activities. Participants can use hand-held weights, elastic tubing with handles and a SilverSneakers ball. Often a chair is
used for seated exercises or standing support. The cost is the same as Yoga—$3 per class unless you are a member of Silver
Sneakers, then it is free! Invite your friends and give it a try!!

Recurring Monthly Events
Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

Tuesday, November 6
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m. in the church parlor
Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Carol Lyerly
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.
We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.
We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!
We meet the first Tuesday of each month.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

Questions: Contact Crystal Passmore at 704-960-8265

Wednesday November 7 at 6:00pm - Soups, Stews, Salad and Desserts
Holy Yoga Classes— The last class of this session will be Monday, November 5th. Leslie may offer an Advent Series, but has
not confirmed this yet. Check the bulletin and Facebook page for updates.
Instructor—Leslie Bost Wagner

Building and Grounds News

Questions? Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com

The Building and Grounds committee is always busy taking care of our facilities. If you have ideas, or are interested in helping
with projects around the church, we are always looking for committee members. We meet the first Monday of each month at
6:30pm. Our next meeting is scheduled for November 5.
Committee chairpersons can be reached at:
Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com
Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com

Operation Christmas Child—Shoeboxes
We will be participating in the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child again this
year. Boxes are in the vestibule if you haven’t gotten yours yet! You can pack your own
box OR donate items for our packing party! The packing party will be on Wednesday
November 7 after the Community Meal.
We will bless the boxes during worship service on Sunday, November 11. Please make
sure you bring all boxes back by November 11.
Items we can use for the packing party include: small stuffed animals, shoes, jump ropes,
yo-yos, toys that light up (with extra batteries), socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry and watches, pens,
pencils, crayons, markers, notebooks and paper, coloring books, toothbrushes, bar soap, washcloths, combs.
DO NOT INCLUDE: candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, war-related items, seeds, food, liquids
or lotions, medicines or vitamins, breakable items or glass containers, aerosol cans.

Holiday Happenings—Save the Dates!!
December 2 - 1st Sunday of Advent—begin reading RRPC Devotional, Advent Walk 6:00pm
December 9 - Cantata during worship ● Christmas Open House at Neal and Debs 2:30 to 4:30
December 15 - Keeping the Hope Christmas Party
December 16 - Christmas Tea and Concert 3:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
December 23 - Youth & Children’s Christmas Program at 10:00am (No Sunday School)
December 24 - Christmas Eve Service 5:30pm
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This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make
everyone feel welcome. We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking
out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of
the Rocky River family. Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.
Please let Cyndi know if you are bringing soup or a dessert.

Men’s Breakfast

Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 18 at 9:00a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a
great opportunity for fellowship among our men! We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.
I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month.

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor
This month we will discuss The Last Christmas in Paris by Hazel Gaynor and Heather Webb.
Set in England in 1914, this story is told through letters between Evie Elliot, her friend Alice, her brother
Will and his best friend Thomas, during World War I.
As Will and Thomas leave for the front, Evie and everyone else thinks the war will be over by
Christmas. They make plans to meet in Paris to celebrate the season. But as we know from history,
that isn’t how the war went. Through these letters, they share their hopes and fears.
Can love flourish between Evie and Thomas at a time such as this? What will the war and
the future bring?
Skip ahead to 1968. With failing health, Thomas returns to Paris—a cherished packet of letters in hand—determined to lay to
rest the ghosts of the past. But one final letter is waiting for him.
Hazel Gaynor was selected by the US Library Journal as one of the “Ten Breakout Authors for 2015.” Heather Webb is an international bestselling author.
This will be our last meeting of 2018. Please join us for the discussion. If you would like information on the
selections for 2019, please contact Marie Morrison at morrison1960@windstream.net. We are always ready
to welcome new members.
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net

Sermon Podcasts: Did you miss Sunday Service? Want to hear Neal’s sermon? Now you can!! A podcast is an audio file
available to download or stream to your computer, mobile phone, tablet, or car audio system. What is on our Podcast?
Our weekly scripture and sermon message from Rev. Neal Carter. Each podcast typically lasts 20 minutes. Just go to our website
www.rockyriver.org and click on the Worship tab, and on the dropdown menu click on sermon podcast. It’s that simple. Make
sure you have a podcast app Either in iTunes or Google play.
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Congregational Connections Committee

Family Game Night

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal,
$15/family maximum
The caterer donates $1 from every $5
collected back to the Youth group!

ALL ARE INVITED!
Menu For November
November 7 - Free Community Meal
Soups, Stews, Salad
November 14 - Baked Spaghetti
November 21 - NO MEAL
November 28 - Mac N Cheese
To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming
when you sign the attendance book or
call the office at 704-455-2479

The Brunswick Stew/BBQ, Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat were a huge success.

Due to the Women’s Retreat
and Thanksgiving Holiday—
we have switched our game
nights to:

Friday, November 16 and
November 30 at 7:00pm
Game Night has become a fun Friday night
tradition at RRPC. Young and old
members alike come out to play a friendly
game of cards, or their favorite board
game. All you have to bring is your favorite
game, a snack to share and your
competitive spirit! Invite your neighbors
and friends for some good clean fun! All
are welcome!

The Congregational Connections Committee wants to thank all the volunteers who gave their time and talents to
make these events happen. The attendance was outstanding, and we had lots of visitors from the community!
What a fun time of year this is!!

Women’s Retreat
November 9—11, 2018
This year is shaping up to be a
great weekend. There is always
fellowship, food and fun along
with our spiritual lesson's with
Amy. Look forward to spending
time together in fellowship!
Questions? Please contact
Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203
tttandsp@gmail.com

Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at
704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

GriefShare
The Fall series will end on November 8th. We had another great group of people share in the
grief journey with us. Our Spring session will begin in February 2018.
Surviving the Holidays—Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season
Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas?
Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has changed and that happy
memories from past years can’t be recreated?
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are grieving a loved one’s
death. You’ll learn:

•
•
•
•

How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays
What to do about traditions and other coming changes
Helpful tips for surviving social events
How to discover hope for your future

Join us on Thursday, November 15th at 6:30pm for this special session. Light refreshments will be served.
Questions: Contact Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753

Ten Cents-a-Meal The Worship Committee would like to thank all the members and guests who

continue to make 10 cents a meal a success. We collect on the 1st Sunday of the month and every
Wednesday night, but you can give anytime. Envelopes are available in the pews or you can just
designate on an offering envelope or check. Remember, 25% of the donated money comes back to
our community!

Calling All Youth!!!

You are all invited to participate in our Christmas Program
to be held during the Sunday School hour on December 23rd. Audrey Reynolds, JD
and Stephanie Campbell are asking for you to be a part of our Youth Choir!!
Rehearsals will be held on Sundays from 6:00 to 6:30. More details about the
Christmas program will be forthcoming. Hope to see you all at our rehearsals!!
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Salvation Army Volunteering (Center of Hope Shelter and Ringing the Bell)
1. RRPC will provide supper for the Salvation Army Center of Hope Night Shelter the week of November 11
thru November 17, 2017. We need five more groups to commit to preparing and serving dinner. The Youth
are serving on Sunday Nov. 11 and Saturday Nov. 17. Please contact Cyndi in the office if your class/group
can serve on one of the weeknights. This is a very rewarding experience!
2. We are also scheduled to Ring the Bell in front of Lowe’s foods on Saturday November 24th and Friday
December 7 from 10:00am to 9:00pm each day. A sign up sheet is in the vestibule. This is a great way for
children to experience helping others, and for families to volunteer together.

Quilts of Love & Fidget Quilts is an ongoing project for some of Rocky River women who enjoy quilting!
We have given away several, which have been much appreciated, and there are more in the vestibule available for
people to sign out to give to someone in need. Please put a date, your name and recipient name on the clipboard
when you take one, so we have a number to report to Congregational Care committee for their session report.
There are quilt scraps and notions, yarn, and some batting upstairs that can be used for these quilts, and anyone
interested in starting a project can contact Barbara Murray or Julia Alexander.

The Harrisburg Crisis Assistance Ministry Board would like to thank you for your generosity in supplying
housekeeping and personal care items to the Food Pantry during the month of October. These items really helped
needy families in our community. We greatly appreciate Rocky River Presbyterian Church’s ongoing efforts each
week to fulfill special food item needs as well.
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