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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter
As the story goes, in 1925 Pope Pius XI instituted Christ the King as he
witnessed the rise of non-Christian dictatorships in Europe, and saw Christians
taken in by these earthly leaders. These dictators often attempted to assert
authority over the Church (or use the Church to support an agenda that wasn’t
biblical in nature).
Pius hoped the institution of Christ the King would encourage the faith that
Christ reigns over the universe, and in our hearts, minds, and wills.
Today, distrust of authority still exists as individualism claims that the only
authority is the individual self. The idea of Christ as ruler is rejected in such a
strongly individualistic system. Yes, the understanding of kings and queens
can be somewhat antiquated and even oppressive. The concept of Lord comes
from a somewhat oppressive system of government. However true these statements might be, Christ's kingship has
always been one of humility and service. Jesus said:
You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make
their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to become great among you
will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:42-45).

and
Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?"... Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world.
If my kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here." So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say
I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth (John 18:33b, 36-37).
As we celebrate Christ as King, we celebrate Christ’s kingdom of justice and judgment balanced with radical love,
mercy, peace, and forgiveness. Christ the King Sunday, where the loving and merciful - and just - king of the
universe is praised and glorified.
We celebrate Christ the King on the last Sunday of the Church calendar, which is the Sunday before Advent (this
year it is November 26, 2017). It is fitting that the last Sunday of the Church year celebrates Christ as Lord over
all—and Lord over our lives. Then, as we close out the Church calendar with such an acknowledgement as Jesus
as Lord of All, we begin the new Church year with Advent, when we begin anew our wait for the promised Messiah
(King) to come as the birth of Christ in Bethlehem--and the Christ who comes again.
As we close out this Church year proclaiming Christ as Lord, Advent brings new beginnings, new opportunities, new
possibilities to know God’s grace, to know God’s mercy, to share the Good News that in Christ all are made new.
With Advent, we look forward to this year’s version of the RRPC Advent Devotional booklet. We are excited to read
this year’s addition.
I look forward to the devotional because it is a faithful way to hear God’s word from the congregation and get to know
one another as we journey together. It was Paul who told the church in Thessalonica:
So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our
own selves, because you have become very dear to us (1 Thessalonians 2:8)
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May we continue to share the Gospel of God as we share ourselves along the way.

Events
WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
MEALS

November Birthdays

Family Game Night!!
We have been having a lot of
fun at our Family Game Nights
and invite you all to join us on
Friday, November 3 for some
friendly competition and
fellowship.

Church Life

Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Amanda Linker

11/1

Rosangela Baczewski

11/15

Mary Loraas

11/2

Mimi Reynolds

11/16

Kathy Dulin

11/3

Carol Mullis

11/17

Teri Stafford

11/3

David Lovendahl

11/17

Thomas Linker Jr.

11/5

King McCachren Jr.

11/17

Anna Linker

11/6

Kathy Hoover

11/19

Macey Fairchild

11/6

Liz Allard Holmes

11/19

Gail Thompson

11/8

Edd Glosson

11/20

Matt Hancock

11/8

Dylan Cagle

11/21

Catherine Garmon

11/9

Scott Sinclair

11/23

Kevin Harris

11/9

Don Mott

11/25

Chris Bechtol

11/10

Jake Farrell

11/27

Free Community Meal - Wednesday November 1 at 6:00pm

Colin Jones

11/12

Elizabeth Murphy

11/28

First Wednesday Each Month, 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Hunter Linker

11/13

Emily Tipton

11/29

Lora McCachren

11/14

Victoria King

11/30

Ree Abernethy

11/15

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum
The caterer donates $1 from every $5 collected
back to the Youth group!

ALL ARE INVITED!

Menu For November
November 8 – Taco Bar
November 15 - Bistro Grilled Chicken
November 22 - No Meal Thanksgiving
November 29 - Mac and Cheese
To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you
sign the attendance book or call the office.

Our only Game night in November will be held on
Friday, November 3rd at 7:00pm. We meet in the
Fellowship Hall and ask everyone to bring a snack to
share and their favorite games to play. All ages are
welcome!
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at
704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

This month we are serving homemade soups, salads and desserts. We have
seen an increase in the number of people attending this Free meal, and it has
become a great way to connect with folks in our community. Please continue
to invite anyone in the community that may have trouble feeding their family or
need fellowship. Wednesdays are definitely becoming the new Sunday, and
our church family is growing because of this! We always have room for one
more!
Note: Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who
cannot arrive earlier.

Service Volunteers
Chiming the Hour

November, December, January, February and March - Soups, Salads and Dessert

Rocky River Presbyterian’s Annual

This list was generated from our Church Windows database. If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!
Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to
churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.

November 10 - 12
William Black Lodge

We hope you will join us for a weekend of faith,
fellowship, food and fun!! Women of all ages are
encouraged to attend.
Contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

Food Pantry - The food pantry appreciates all the donations that they receive from us.

Here is a list of standard

items that they can use on a regular basis: soups (no tomato) canned fruit, dried beans, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti,
canned vegetables, grits, oatmeal, diced tomatoes, small jars of jelly, small bags of sugar and flour, dried potatoes,
rice, toothpaste, toilet paper, dish soap and laundry detergent. Thank you for your continued support of this program.

A Time for Children

Bread Ministry

Worship Assistants

November 5 Colton Heavey

November 5 Tommy Heavey

November 5 Carol Lyerly

November 5

November 12 James Ide

November 12 Julie Alexander

November 12 Ann Windell

November 12 Candice Shephard

November 19 Isabella Rochel

November 19 Vance Horton

November 19 Carol Mullis

November 19 Kathy Linker

November 26 Anna Talton

November 26 Jerry Clark

November 26 Laura Milliken

November 26 Gigi Hunnicutt

Infant Nursery

Emma Wakeman

Toddler Nursery

November 5 Alice Williams and Linda Clark

November 5 Baxter and Libby Coble

November 12 Kathy Dulin and Rebecca Murray

November 12 Traci Bird and Pam McCachren

November 19 Maggie Linker and Brenda Horton

November 19 Allison and Aydenn Harris

November 26 Joseph an d Rose Baczewski

November 26 Scott, Dori and Jessica Swaringen

Ushers
1st Sunday: Lead; Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley and Garrett McDonald, Billy
McDonald
2nd Sunday: Lead; Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery, Jon Dickason, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
3rd Sunday: Lead; Chip Wells, Baxter Coble, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski, Darren Bird
4th Sunday: Lead; Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Kevin Harris, Frank Reynolds, Jimmy Stafford, King McCachren
5th Sunday:
Lead;Race
JD McNutt and Youth
Donkey

Events

2017 Stewardship Summary

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles

TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED: $351,000
NEEDED PER MONTH: $29,250
NEEDED PER WEEK: $6,750

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

10/1/2017

$6,251

-$499

-$22,999

10/8/2017

$6,751

-$1

-$16,248

Tuesday, November 7
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor
Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m.—will not meet on the 7th as we are serving at the Homeless Shelter on the 13th
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible
Studies. We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study,
prayer and fellowship. We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups! We meet the first Tuesday of
each month.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

10/15/2017

$6,129

-$621

-$10,119

10/22/2017

$5,658

-$208

-$4,461

10/29/2017

$6,515

-$235

+$2,054

Rocky River Readers
Rocky River Readers will meet on Monday, November 27th at 7pm in the church
parlor. Our book for November is Still Life by Louise Penny. We are always glad to welcome new
members for our discussions.

Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net

Education Building

Loan as of 10/31/2017

$ 458,052

Minimum Monthly Payment

$

5,110

We are truly blessed here at Rocky River to have the new education building. We would ask everyone to pray we will get the
additional funds needed to pay down what we still owe. If you have not had a chance to make the pledge like we did three
years ago it is not too late for you to join the others in this venture. Write “ Building Fund” on your check and it will go towards
paying off our debt.

Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 19 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a great
opportunity for fellowship among our men!
Questions? Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net

Stewardship / Finance – Darren Bird

I will soon be ending my term as Finance Chair, and am in awe of the progress we have made in the three years
that I have served on Session. The building was just getting finished, we completed the Mission Study and set some
lofty goals on how the congregation wanted the new building to serve the community. Fast forward to now, walk
through the building on a weekday, and you will see as many as 15 different organizations using the space every
night of the week! From the Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, GriefShare, various home owner organizations,
fitness groups, etc….It is amazing the groups and the extent that our building is being used by the community. What
a blessing!
Another need recognized by the Mission Study was to be fully staffed. This is the first time we have been fully
staffed in many years. These two needs are a wonderful blessing, but they are also bringing another need to the
forefront. Funding. As everyone can see in the bulletin, we have been running at a deficit for most of the year in
weekly giving. We have pulled from reserve accounts for the year, and are at a point now that we just can’t keep
operating at a deficit any longer. We are asking that you pray about your tithing for both this year and for the budget
next year. We are a church, but please keep in mind that financially, we must be treated as a business (just like
each of us does with our household expenses) and we must have a balanced budget.
We will be sharing stewardship talks during worship service in the next few weeks to give you more information
on what it takes to keep the church running. There are not many areas that we can cut and our two most significant
expenses are Building & Grounds and Finance & Administration. These are the two biggest line items in the budget
as noted below:
Budget
2017
2018
Building & Grounds
$99,000
$95,220
Finance & Admin (salaries) $260,900
$256,000
Total Budget
$417,000
$390,000
Please note, overall, tithing is NOT down. Year over year, it is up. It is just not increasing enough to cover the
programming and staff that we as a congregation wanted in the mission study. So as the year comes to a close,
please pray about your tithing for this year and next year.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

Congregational Connections Committee
The Brunswick Stew/BBQ and Fall Festival were a huge success.
The Congregational Connections Committee wants to thank all the volunteers who gave their time and talents to
make this event happen. The attendance was outstanding.
RRPC will provide supper for the Center of Hope Night Shelter the week of November 12 thru November 18,
2017. We have groups assigned for each night but if you would like to help please contact Eric Linker. It is a very
rewarding experience.
Questions? Please contact Eric Linker at 704-455-9542/ elinker@windstream.net

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 AFTER SERVICE (12:00—2:00)
This dinner is a fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip. Please join us after service
on the 19th for good food and fellowship. This can be a church family Thanksgiving
meal, but with spaghetti!! We will serve spaghetti, meatballs, salad and rolls and
will ask for a minimum donation of $5 per person (no more than $15 per family). Of
course you can donate more if you want to! Members of Session, this will be your lunch before your meeting. All are
welcome, please invite your friends and family to join us! There is no Wednesday Night Fellowship this week
because of Thanksgiving, so we do hope to see all of our church family at this meal!

Salvation Army Ring the Bells - RRPC will

Ring the Bell at Lowe’s foods on Friday Dec. 1st, and Friday

Dec. 8th from 10:00am to 9:00pm each day. A sign up sheet is in the vestibule and will also be sent via email using
Sign up Genius. If you don’t use a computer just call Cyndi in the office and she will add you to the list. This is a
great opportunity for a family to volunteer together for a worthy cause.
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Scripture Readings for the month of November

Buildings and Grounds News

Wednesday, November 1

Isaiah 26:1-4, 8-9, 12-13, 19-20 and Matthew 5:1-12

Thursday, November 2

Nehemiah 1:1-11 and Matthew 13:18-23

Friday, November 3

Nehemiah 2:1-20 and Matthew 13:24-30

Saturday, November 4

Nehemiah 4:1-23 and Matthew 13:31-35

Sunday, November 5

Nehemiah 5:1-9 and Luke 12:22-31

Monday, November 6

Nehemiah 6:1-19 and Matthew 13:36-43

Tuesday, November 7

Nehemiah 12:27-31a, 42b-47 and Matthew 13:44-52

Wednesday, November 8

Nehemiah 13:4-22 and Matthew 13:53-58

Thursday, November 9

Ezra 7:(1-10) 11-26 and Matthew 14:1-12

Friday, November 10

Ezra7:27-28; 8:21-36 and Matthew 14:13-21

Saturday, November 11

Ezra 9:1-15 and Matthew 14:22-36

Sunday, November 12

Ezra 10:1-17 and Luke 14:12-24

Monday, November 13

Nehemiah 9:1-15 (16-25) and Matthew 15:1-20

Tuesday, November 14

Nehemiah 9:26-38 and Matthew 15:21-28

Wednesday, November 15

Nehemiah 7:73b-8:3, 5-18 and Matthew 15:29-39

Thursday, November 16

Nehemiah 6:1-19 and Matthew 16:1-12

Friday, November 17

Nehemiah 12:27-31a, 42b-47 and Matthew 16:13-20

Saturday, November 18

Nehemiah 13:4-22 and Matthew 16:21-28

Sunday, November 19

Ezra 7:(1-10) 11-26 and Luke 16:1-13

Monday, November 20

Ezra 7:27-28; 8:21-36 and Matthew 17:1-13

Did you know you can access our church directory on your smartphone or
home computer? You can find a telephone number or address of a member
just by clicking a button! Find the Instant Church Directory app on your
smartphone or computer and follow the instructions for LogIn and you will
have all the information at your fingertips! We update the information as
soon as we receive changes from members, and we are still in the process of updating photos. If you notice that
your photo is missing or is out of date, please send me a new one electronically or find Steve Mitchem on a Sunday
morning and he will take a new picture of you! If you would rather have a printed copy of the directory, just ask
Cyndi in the office and she will print one for you.

Tuesday, November 21

Ezra 9:1-15 and Matthew 17:14-21

Wednesday, November 22

Ezra 10:1-17 and Matthew 17:22-27

Thursday, November 23

Nehemiah 9:1-15 (16-25) and Matthew 18:1-9

Friday, November 24

Nehemiah 9:26-38 and Matthew 18:10-20

Saturday, November 25

Nehemiah 7:73b-8:3, 5-18 and Matthew 18:21-35

Sunday, November 26

Isaiah 19:19-25 and Luke 19:11-27

If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Monday, November 27

Joel 3:1-2, 9-17 and Matthew 19:1-12

Tuesday, November 28

Nahum 1:1-13 and Matthew 19:13-22

Wednesday, November 29

Obadiah 15-21 and Matthew 19:23-30

Thursday, November 30

Zephaniah 3:1-13 and Matthew 20:1-16

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS NEWS – THANK YOU Mrs. Nancy Kluttz for the generous donation toward replacing
the shutters on the sanctuary. We appreciate your support in keeping our beautiful historic building in good repair.
THANK YOU GIRL SCOUTS AND HAROLD MELVIN. Marie Barrier told us her Girl Scout troop was looking for a
service project, and we had some plants in our landscaping that had died. The girls, with the instruction of Harold,
planted new shrubs and got an education in the process. Harold helped and supervised, and took the time to instruct
them about planting, plant nutrition and soil. It was a rewarding experience for all of us. We had a tree cut in Spears
cemetery that was dead and leaning toward a neighbor’s house, and we have one more to cut. Our old, retired
cemeteries still require a lot of maintenance. We have a tree in the upper grove that needs to be trimmed, and
another has died and needs to be removed. As always, if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always
use volunteers.
Interested? Contact any member of the committee:
Dave Murray, 704.455.9469/dmurray16@carolina.rr.com
Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, 319.850.1335/jlrockel@hotmail.com
“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways in
which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time should
reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call to
minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the
Christian discipline of stewardship.”
We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.
•
Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.
•
You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.
•
Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.
•
It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.
•
Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time
donation. It’s up to you!
If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Elder Class of

2020 - Congratulations to the Elder Class of 2020:

Kathy Dulin, Reggie Hunnicutt, Glenn

Jones, Scott Jones and Jim Pharr. Thank you to Darren Bird, Ben Burr, Eric Linker, David Murray and Joe
Novobilski for you faithful service to RRPC during your tenure on Session.

Operation Christmas Child—Shoeboxes
We will be participating in the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child again
this year. Our ministry leader Kathy Hoover has enthusiastically been planning our
packing party and getting ready to shower the children with love this Christmas.
Shoeboxes should be returned no later than Sunday, November 5th as they will be
blessed during worship service. We will deliver the boxes to the distribution center
by Nov. 10th. Thank you for your generosity! Please include a $9 donation with
your box for shipping.

Congregational Care
A Note From Congregational Care:
If anyone is interested in making phone calls or visits to our growing list of members in need of Prayer and Concerns,
please contact the church office. Remember, our Pastor is great at visiting, but he cannot do it all by himself. Our
visits, phone calls and cards mean so much to our homebound members and their families.

Healing Touch Clinic

The Harrisburg Crisis Assistance Ministry Board would like to thank you for your generosity in supplying

The Healing Touch Clinic has been suspended until January 2018 due to an abundance of church activities in
November and December. We will resume on Sunday, January 14th.
The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month and is open to the public.

housekeeping and personal care items to the Food Pantry during the month of October. These items really helped
needy families in our community. We greatly appreciate Rocky River Presbyterian Church’s ongoing efforts each
week to fulfill special food item needs as well.

Quilts of Love & Fidget Quilts is ongoing project for some of Rocky River women who enjoy quilting!

Hand Bells and Choir Chimes - The music ministry at RRPC is so important to
our congregation. We have had some participation from the children who want to learn
play chimes, and would like to extend an invitation to families that would like to learn to
play together! Our choir director Stephanie Campbell would like to teach families to
perform, and will give them an opportunity to play during worship. Chimes practice is held on Wednesday evening
at 6:30.
to

Our hand bell choir is also a vital part of this ministry and could use a few more members. If you have any desire to
join this group, they practice on Monday’s at 6:00pm.
If you have any questions contact Stephanie Campbell at 704-785-7161

Opportunities to Serve
Ushers - We have some ushers retiring and can use a few more people (men and women) to help with this ministry.
If you are interested please join us for an information meeting after worship service on Sunday, Nov. 5th. If you
can’t be at that meeting please contact Ben Burr at 704-363-3020 to join the team.

Questions? Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net

We
have given away several, which have been much appreciated, and there are more in the vestibule available for
people to sign out to give to someone in need. Please put a date, your name and recipient name on the clipboard
when you take one, so we have a number to report to Congregational Care committee for their session report. There
are quilt scraps and notions, yarn, and some batting upstairs that can be used for these quilts, and anyone interested
in starting a project can contact Barbara Murray or Julia Alexander.

GriefShare
The Fall series will end on November 9th. We had another great group of people share in
the grief journey with us. Our Spring session will begin in February 2018.
Surviving the Holidays—Help and hope as you navigate the Christmas season
Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas?
Are you dreading these holidays, knowing that everything has changed and that happy
memories from past years can’t be recreated?
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially for people who are grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn:

•
•
•
•

How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays
What to do about traditions and other coming changes
Helpful tips for surviving social events
How to discover hope for your future

Office Help - Cyndi can use one or two more people to help in the office on a weekly basis. If you can spare one
morning or afternoon a week please contact Cyndi at 704-455-2479.

Join us on Thursday, November 16th at 6:00pm for this special session. Light refreshments will be served.

Fundraising - Looking for one or two adults and youth to help organize and come up with ideas for fundraising for
the Youth Mission Trip and 2018 activities. Please contact Cyndi in the office if you can help.

Prayer Requests

Updating Pictures - The directory is a work in progress and now it’s time to contact people directly that need
updated pictures. Volunteers will create a list of families that need updates, call them and schedule appointments
for a picture to be taken. Contact Cyndi in the office if you can help with this ministry.

Holiday Happenings
December 3 - 1st Sunday of Advent—begin reading RRPC Devotional
December 9 - Keeping the Hope Party (JD and Youth)
December 10 - Cantata during worship ● Christmas Tea and Concert 3:00pm
December 17 - Children’s Play during Sunday School hour in Sanctuary ● Youth Christmas Party
December 24 - Combined SS Lesson with continental breakfast 10:00am ● Worship 11:00am ● PM Service at 5:30

Questions: Contact Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753 or 2jralex@ctc.net

Please Keep in Your Prayers:
Anna Melvin; The David Luther Family, friends of Vance and Brenda Horton; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Clai
McNutt; Tristan Rockel—eye healing; Lavada Freeman; Mary Litteral; Leslie Porfelli; Priscilla Clough, friend of Alice
Williams; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and Gigi Hunnicutt; Trina Hadfield Jones; Bing Dickason, father of Ted
Dickason; Tom Rhodes, friend of Shawnee Wakeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori
Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla
Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Karen DeCarlo,
co-worker of Alice Williams; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Ellie Wagoner; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;
Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks;
Maxine Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy
McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore.
If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!
Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!)
or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance.
Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com

Church Office: 704.455.2479

Children

Youth
Children’s News

Youth News

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education

from JD McNutt, Youth Director

Teaching the Faith







Christian Education goes by many names these days—Faith Formation, Spiritual
Enrichment, Christian Discipleship, Spiritual Formation, Faith Development, and any
mixture of these terms. Depending on your point of view, it may cover the intentional
transmission of information important to our faith, encouragement of continuing faith
maturity as we grow developmentally, and assistance as we follow the model our Savior
showed us as we live our lives. Whatever we call it, the business of Christian Education
involves:
teaching about God and God’s mighty acts in such a way that we are both confronted with an awe and wonder
about the universe, and compelled to respond to that God with a deep sense of gratitude for the blessings of all
creation;
engaging church participants in igniting a sense of purpose and meaning in life;
cultivating in others an awareness that we do not operate solo in this world, so we must all take care of each
other and creation;
and nurturing feelings of spiritual peace and well-being as children of God.

So, my job as DCE is to help others to develop their faith through education and study so that, as a congregation
together, we can form relationships that will build and strengthen the faith community.
We do this in a variety of ways at Rocky River, because our community is filled with all kinds of people (Thank you,
Jesus!). Programs for learning may cover, among many things, Learning My Bible class, Sunday School for all ages,
Bible studies of varying lengths on multiple topics at different times and locations, Vacation Bible School for children
and their teachers, and presentations of Bible stories that may reach learners of all ages in different ways. In the
next few years we would also like include more retreats of various lengths of time to bring people together so that
they may build new and lasting relationships with other Christians, and creating new opportunities for faithful
conversations to happen with Christians who will challenge our beliefs as we grow and mature in the faith.
Of course, Christian Education can happen unintentionally or alongside other programs or daily tasks. But in the
context of the church, we intend to provide opportunities for all people to learn and grow in the faith. We are a
growing congregation, and as our numbers continue to grow, so will our Christian Education program grow to meet
the needs of our changing congregation.
Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River? Contact Sharon Vanpelt
(dce@rockyriver.org) or Joe Novobilski (joenovo@vnet.net).

Christmas Play
The Children of Rocky River Presbyterian Church will present A Christmas Pageant for the congregation on
Sunday, December 17th, 10:00 a.m. Candice Shepard, Jane Talton, and Sharon Vanpelt will be directors for this
traditional piece of our Advent season. Watch as the children bring the traditional Christmas story to life. Let them
bring you along as the journey to Bethlehem unfolds before us. Make your plans now to attend and spark your
Christmas spirit!
Please note the following schedule for children who want to participate in the pageant.
Sunday, Nov. 12, 12 noon following worship--Parent meeting—sign children up for participation
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 6:45-7:15 p.m. Rehearsal
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 6:45-7:15 p.m. Rehearsal
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 6:45-7:15 p.m. Rehearsal
Saturday, Dec. 16, 3:00-4:30 p.m. Dress Rehearsal
Sunday, Dec. 17, 9:00 a.m. call for cast—Any additional young children who want to participate in the
program as sheep, animals, or angels may come for costumes and instructions.

The Receiving End of Prayer
I'm not real sure where October has gone. Bit of a blur. At the beginning it
started with an awesome birthday for me. Then a few days later I found
myself in the children's ER at Levine Children's Hospital with Clai where we
have been since. He had not been feeling well and when they finally
admitted us into the hospital I took a breath of relief. Finally we were on a
path of getting wonderful help. And on the path which led to the receiving
end of prayer.
I often pray for other people, pray with people about others, pray while
holding other people's hands and they sit their quietly. However, it is
usually me saying the prayer. It is usually me that has a person come up and say, "Will you pray for me?" I'm not
usually on the other side asking others for their prayers. I'm not usually standing with others while they pray for my
kid and me. It is humbling and has caused me to think and wonder a lot about prayer.
Rather than write a lot about my thoughts, I will share what Clai said tonight when I asked him his thoughts on being
on the receiving end of prayer. He said, "no matter what, it gives a peace of mind that people are praying for you,
caring for you, and it gives you hope."
Amen.
I cannot begin to say thank you enough for all your prayers and support these last few weeks. And for being a
powerful witness to Clai that there is hope. May you go out this month and pray for others. May you hold their hands
and pray. And if you are on the receiving end, may the prayers of others fill you with hope.
Peace,
JD

Youth Calendar
November 5 - youth 6-7:30 pm
November 8 - Bible Study after dinner
November 10-12 Fall retreat at Awanita Camp (see JD to sign up)
November 15 - Bible study after dinner
November 17 - Middle School serve at Concord Soup Kitchen
November 18 - High School serve at Concord Soup Kitchen
November 19 - Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser—See Cyndi
November 22, 26 - Happy Thanksgiving!! No youth activities

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2018

We are looking for volunteers
to help organize fundraisers
for the Youth Activities!
Contact Cyndi in the office if
you would like to help!

- While the destination has not been set yet,

we are asking you to save the date for next year’s Youth Mission Trip. We are hoping to
give the parents, congregation and youth enough time to plan to participate in the
mission trip. JD has tentatively set aside the weeks of June 10 and June 17 and will let
you know as soon as the destination has been decided. We will also be holding many
fundraising events for this trip as it will be self-funded this year. The more money the
Youth can raise ahead of time the less money their families will have to contribute.
We hope to have scholarship money available as well for those that need it.
Do you know someone looking for a church home? Have you been intentional in sharing all that Rocky
River Presbyterian has to offer? Everyday is a good day to tell someone about RRPC and to invite them to
worship with us! Wednesday night fellowship is another great way to introduce your friends to our church
family. RRPC invites everyone, and we hope you will spread the word and encourage your friends and
neighbors to join us!

