Stewardship
Stewardship Report
2017 Budget
Total given YTD
Amt. needed per month:
Total for November
Amount needed Weekly
Total for November 12

Morning Worship

Loan Status

$351,000
$267,860
$ 29,250
$ 12,027
$ 6,750
$ 4,082

Thank you for your faithful giving.

Education Building Loan as of:
10/31/2017
Minimum Monthly Payment

Sunday, November 19, 2017
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00 a.m.

$458,042
$5,110

Contributions to the Capital Campaign are still
being accepted. Please prayerfully consider
giving to help reduce this debt.

Gathering
PRELUDE

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

Our Session

Isabella Rockel

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLASS of 2017

CLASS of 2018

CLASS OF 2019

Darren Bird
Finance & Administration

Steve Jewett
Finance & Administration

Shawnee Wakeman
Finance & Administration

Ben Burr
Worship

Nancy Thomas
Worship

Marie Morrison
Worship

Eric Linker
Congregational Connections

Candice Shepard
Congregational Connections

Ben Schneider
Congregational Connections

David Murray
Building & Grounds

Jim Rockel
Building & Grounds

Billy Carriker
Building & Grounds

Joe Novobilski, Clerk of Session
Christian Education

Dave Mowery
Christian Education

Thomas Heavey
Christian Education

Congratulations to Kathy Dulin, Reggie Hunnicutt, Glenn Jones, Scott Jones and Jim Pharr on being
elected to the Class of 2020. Thank you to Robin Hartsell and Jane Talton for accepting their
nominations and being willing to serve. Let us also take this opportunity to thank Darren Bird, Ben Burr,
Eric Linker, David Murray and Joe Novobilski for their faithful service.

Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC 28025
www.rockyriver.org ● 704-455-2479 ● fax: 704-455-2489
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Neal Carter ● 704-455-2479 or 910-280-9688 ● nealcarter64@gmail.com
Church Administrator: Cyndi Conway ● 704-455-2479 ● churchadmin@rockyriver.org
Director of Christian Education: Sharon Vanpelt ● 704-455-2479 ● dce@rockyriver.org
Youth Director: JD McNutt ● 704-455-2479 ● youthrrpc@gmail.com

Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9:00 to 4:00 and Friday 9:00 to 12:00
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(Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones)

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 29)
One:
All:
One:
All:

The voice of the Lord—Strong and Mighty, powerful and full of majesty.
It calls to us, calling across the water.
The voice of the Lord breaks forth.
It gives us strength and blessing, causing us to shout: “Glory to
the name of the Lord!”
One: We hear the ancient words that name and claim us as children of God.
All: We are cleansed and made new in the love of those words. The
Waters rush over us in our baptism. And we are filled with the Holy
Spirit. Alleluia!
† HYMN #464

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

† CALL TO CONFESSION
† PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, you delivered us through water, but we
long to return to Egypt. Your Word calms the storm, but we timidly cower in
fear. Your justice would flow down like rivers, but we obstruct its flow.
You bid us to be washed By the water and be healed, but we limp and struggle in
pain. Have mercy on us, and cleanse us, Lord God. Deliver us and grace us with
joy, that we may die daily to sin and rise daily to new life in Jesus’ resurrection.
Grant us the gift of your grace that we might always give glory to your name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Time of Silent Confession

Looking Ahead

† ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE
One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Angel Trees - You will have TWO opportunities to give this year ! The Youth are

Let us exchange a word of peace with our neighbors and remain standing for our Response to Forgiveness

† RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS

Gloria Patri

#579

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

partnering with Keeping the Hope Ministry again this year and will have a Christmas
dinner for 11 families on December 9. The Angel Tree is set up in the vestibule and
has tags with the family name, the name of the child and a suggested gift item.
These gifts can be returned UNWRAPPED by November 26, and the youth will wrap
them in matching paper per family and present them to the families at the dinner. If
you don’t want to shop—we are also accepting monetary donations that the Youth will use to take the
families shopping for clothes. The second opportunity for you to give will be an Angel Tree with gift tags
that will benefit our Veterans. Those tags day and will have suggested gift ideas on them as well. You
will notice that the veterans tags suggest gift cards in addition to a small gift item—please do not
hesitate to give them gift cards! Sometimes it’s all they want!! The Veterans gifts can be returned in a
gift bag with the tag attached by Dec. 3rd. As always we appreciate your generosity and want to stress
that you are not expected to give to both ministries!
Questions? Contact Cyndi in the office at churchadmin@rockyriver.org or 704-455-2479

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM AND SERVICE OF WELCOME
Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matt. 28:18–20).
Hear also these words from Holy Scripture:
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called you out of darkness into
God’s marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).
Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and confident of his promises, we baptize those
whom God has called. In baptism God claims us, and seals us to show that we belong
to God. God frees us from sin and death, uniting us with Jesus Christ in his death and
resurrection.
By water and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the church, the body of Christ,
and joined to Christ’s ministry of love, peace, and justice. Let us remember with joy our
own baptism, as we celebrate this sacrament.

The flowers on the table in the vestibule are given by John Pharr in honor and
memory of all veterans who have served our country throughout history.

Christmas Tea and Concert
Sunday December 10 at 3:00pm
Join us for an afternoon of fellowship, tea and crumpets, and
wonderful holiday music. You will hear from our own RRPC choir, as
well as two area high school choirs. There is NO CHARGE for this
event and we hope you will make this a family tradition to help you
celebrate the Christmas season!!
If you can help with this event or would like to provide finger sandwiches or desserts please contact
Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Decorating the Sanctuary - The Worship Team will be decorating the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
on Saturday, December 2 at 9:30am. This is a big job and we need lots of people to help (especially
younger folks!) Many hands make light work and this is a great way to contribute to the life of the
church. Hope to see you on the 2nd!!
Questions? Contact Nancy Thomas at jeffnancyt@gmail.com or 704-773-6873

Christmas Movie Night - Congregational connections is going to be offering a movie night after WNF
on 12/20 for the kiddos. We’ll watch a Christmas movie with popcorn, make a craft and cards for the
shut-ins and decorate sugar cookies! We will start around 7 and be done by 9. What a great kick off to
Christmas break! We’d love to have grown up participation in the card making and whatever else!
Questions? Contact Candice Shepard at shepard.candice@gmail.com or 704-778-1278
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Children’s Ministry
Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education - dce@rockyriver.org

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATE

Darren Bird:

A Christmas Pageant - The Children of Rocky River Presbyterian Church will present A Christmas

Pageant for the congregation on Sunday, December 17th, 10:00 a.m. Jane Talton and Sharon Vanpelt
will be directors for this traditional piece of our Advent season. Watch as the children bring the
traditional Christmas story to life. Let them bring you along as the journey to Bethlehem unfolds before
us. Make your plans now to attend and spark your Christmas spirit!

First Rehearsal is Wed., Nov. 29, 6:45-7:15 p.m.

Youth Ministry
JD McNutt, Youth Director - youthrrpc@gmail.com
Praise God that Clai is out of the hospital and on the road to recovery.
JD and Clai thank you for your prayers!
November 19 - TODAY!! - Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
November 22, 26 - Happy Thanksgiving!! No youth activities
November 29 - Bible Study after dinner

TODAY AFTER SERVICE (12:00—2:00)
This dinner is a fundraiser for the Youth Mission Trip. Please join us after
service today for good food and fellowship. This can be a church
family Thanksgiving meal, but with spaghetti!! We will serve spaghetti,
meatballs, salad and rolls and will ask for a minimum donation of $5 per
person (no more than $15 per family). Of course you can donate more if
you want to! Members of Session, this will be your lunch before your meeting. All are welcome!! There
is no Wednesday Night Fellowship this week because of Thanksgiving, so we do hope to see all of our
church family at this meal!

Salvation Army Ring the Bells - RRPC will Ring the Bell at Lowe’s foods on Friday Dec. 1st, and
Friday Dec. 8th from 10:00am to 9:00pm each day. A sign up sheet is in the vestibule and will also be
sent via email using Sign up Genius. If you don’t use a computer just call Cyndi in the office and she
will add you to the list. This is a great opportunity for a family to volunteer together for a worthy cause.

Food Pantry - The food pantry appreciates all the donations that they receive from us. Here is a list of
standard items that they can use on a regular basis: soups (no tomato) canned fruit, dried beans,
spaghetti sauce, spaghetti, canned vegetables, grits, oatmeal, diced tomatoes, small jars of jelly, small
bags of sugar and flour, dried potatoes, rice, toothpaste, toilet paper, dish soap and laundry detergent.
Thank you for your continued support of this program.
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Neal:
Casey:
Neal:
Casey:
Neal:
Casey:
Neal:
Casey:
Neal:
Casey:
Neal:

All:

On behalf of the session, I present Casey Michael Smith
to receive the sacrament of Baptism.
Casey, do you desire be baptized?
I do.
Do you renounce all evil, and powers in the world which
defy God’s righteousness and love?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the
love of God?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord
and Savior?
I do.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and
showing his love, to your life’s end?
I will, with God’s help.
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ at Rocky
River Presbyterian Church, promise to guide and nurture
Casey by word and deed, with love and prayer,
encouraging him to know and follow Christ and to be a
faithful member of his church?
We do.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
One:

The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

One:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One:
Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks. In countless ways
you have revealed yourself in ages past, and have blessed us with signs of
your grace. We praise you that through the waters of the sea, you led your
people Israel out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise. We
praise you for sending Jesus your Son, who for us was baptized in the waters
of the Jordan, and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit.
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Through the baptism of his death and resurrection, you set us free from the bondage
of sin and death, and give us cleansing and rebirth. We praise you that in baptism you
give us your Holy Spirit, who teaches us and leads us into all truth, filling us with a
variety of gifts, that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations and serve you as a
royal priesthood. Pour out your Spirit upon us and upon this water, that this font may
be your womb of new birth. May all who now pass through these waters be delivered
from death to life, from bondage to freedom, from sin to righteousness.
Bind them to the household of faith, guard them from all evil. Strengthen them to serve
you with joy until the day you make all things new.
To you be all praise, honor, and glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who, with you
and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns forever.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
LAYING ON OF HANDS
Lord, uphold Casey by your Holy Spirit. Give him the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.
WELCOME

Rocky River Presbyterian Church
Sunday, November 19, 2017
Welcome, guests and friends!
What a blessing that God led you to worship with us today!
Visitors—please sign our friendship pad, and let us know if there is anything we can do for you.
We invite you to join us for a Spaghetti Dinner after service today in the Fellowship Hall. This
is a fundraiser for our Youth Mission Trip and takes the place of Wednesday Night Fellowship
this week. We hope you will join us!

Worship Packets for preschool and elementary children are available in the vestibule and
located in our red, (preschool) and blue, (elementary) activity bags. These packets are designed to help
children participate in worship. Please return the bags to the vestibule as you leave the service.

Interested in membership? Contact our Church Administrator, Cyndi Conway, to arrange a
meeting with our Pastor, Neal Carter. 704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org
Please Keep in Your Prayers:
Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; The David Luther Family, friends of Vance and
Brenda Horton; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Clai McNutt; Lavada Freeman; Mary Litteral; Leslie
Porfelli (recovering from surgery); Priscilla Clough, friend of Alice Williams; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie
and Gigi Hunnicutt; Trina Hadfield Jones; Tom Rhodes, friend of Shawnee Wakeman; Pat McDonald;
Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger,
mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal
Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Ellie Wagoner; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Kristine
Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks;
Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky;
Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore.

Opportunities to Serve

One: Casey Michael Smith has been received into the one holy
catholic and apostolic church through baptism. God has made him
a member of the household of God, to share with us in the
priesthood of Christ. Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s
church to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in
Christ.

Office Help - Cyndi can use one or two more people to help in the office on a weekly basis. If you can
spare one morning or afternoon a week please contact Cyndi at 704-455-2479.

Updating Pictures - The directory is a work in progress and now it’s time to contact people directly that
need updated pictures. Volunteers will create a list of families that need updates, call them and
schedule appointments for a picture to be taken. Contact Cyndi in the office if you can help with this
ministry.

Advent Devotionals - Our 2nd annual Advent Devotional booklets are at the printer and will be
available the week of Nov. 27th. This booklet is a tool for you to use to help you prepare for Advent,
Christmastide and the Epiphany. Members of the congregation, session and staff contributed to this
project and we hope you find their words inspiring. Thank you to everyone that wrote a devotional and
to Trinity Ide for creating the cover again this year.
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†

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Lord, let our congregation be a witness to you: immersed in scripture, constant
in prayer, joyful in worship, generous in giving. A loving, supportive community
reaching out to those in need. Accept these gifts we offer, in Jesus' name,
Amen.

Sending
†
†
†

HYMN #525
Here I Am, Lord
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep us forever; Grant us peace,
perfect peace, strength in every endeavor; Lift up your eyes and see His
face, love will leave you never; May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep us
forever.

POSTLUDE
† Please stand if you are able

Worship Ministry
Choir Chime Ringer, Today: Isabella Rockel

Next Week: Anna Talton

Worship Assistant, Today: Kathy Linker

Next Week: Gigi Hunnicutt

Ushers, Today: Chip Wells, Steve Jewett, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski
Next Week: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Jim Stafford, King McCachren
A Time for Children, Today: Julia Alexander

Next Week: Jerry Clark

Nursery Volunteers, Today: Maggie Linker and Brenda Horton; Allison and Aydenn Harris
Next Week: Rebecca Murray; Scott and Dori Swaringen

Bread Ministry Baker, This Week: Carol Mullis

Next Week: Laura Milliken

VISITS FROM THE PASTOR— Please remember to let us know if someone is in the hospital, is ill, or
just needs a visit from the pastor. This ministry is so important to Neal and to our church—knowing that
your pastor and church family are here to support you in your time of need is one of the blessings of
being a member at RRPC. Call the office at 704-455-2479 or Neal directly on his cell phone
(REALLY—CALL HIS CELL PHONE!) at 910-280-9688.
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Darren:
Neal:

Service of Welcome of New Members
On behalf of the session I present Casey and Sarah Smith who have
been received into the membership of this congregation by reaffirmation
of faith.
You come to us as members of the one holy catholic church, into
which you were baptized, and by which you have been nurtured.
We are one with each other, sisters and brothers in the family of
God. We rejoice in the gifts you bring to us. As you join with us in
the worship and service of this congregation, it is fitting that together
we reaffirm the covenant into which we were baptized, claiming again
the promises of God which are ours in our baptism.

Profession of Faith
Hear these words from Holy Scripture:
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the
One who called you out of darkness into God’s marvelous light.
(1 Peter 2:9)
Neal:
Now, as you publicly declare your faith, I ask you to reject sin, to
profess your faith in Jesus Christ, and to confess the faith of the
church, the faith in which you were baptized.
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways
of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?
Members:
I do.
Neal:
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and love?
Members:
I do.
Neal:
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing
his love?
Members:
I will, with God’s help.
Neal:
You have publicly professed your faith. Will you be a faithful
member of this congregation, share in its worship and ministry
through your prayers and gifts, your study and service, and so fulfill
your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
Members:
I will, with God’s help.
All:
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the
ministry of Christ, for we are all one in him.
Prayer
5

Darren:
Neal:
Parents:
Neal:
Parents:
Neal:

All:

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
On behalf of the session, I present Samantha and Michael
Smith, children of Casey and Sarah Smith, to receive the
sacrament of Baptism.
Do you desire that Samantha and Michael be baptized?
We do.
Relying on God’s grace, do you promise to live the
Christian faith, and to teach that faith to your children?
We do.
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ at Rocky
River Presbyterian Church, promise to guide and nurture
Samantha and Michael by word and deed, with love and prayer,
encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to be
faithful members of his church?
We do.

The Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)
Almighty God,
you built your church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Jesus Christ himself as the cornerstone. Join us together by their teaching so
that we may be a holy temple in whom your Spirit dwells; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
A TIME FOR CHILDREN

Julia Alexander

ANTHEM
THE GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 25:14-30 (page 28)

One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
LAYING ON OF HANDS
Lord, uphold Samantha and Michael by your Holy Spirit. Give them the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now
and forever. Amen.
WELCOME
One: Samantha and Michael Smith have been received into the one holy
catholic and apostolic church through baptism. God has made them
members of the household of God, to share with us in the priesthood
of Christ. Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All: With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s
church to share with us in his ministry, for we are all one in
Christ.

It’s A Risk

Neal Carter

Responding to the Word
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(Apostle’s Creed)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus
Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
† HYMN #425

Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
THE PEACE
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
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OFFERTORY
†

DOXOLOGY
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
#592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. Amen.
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