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For Christians, Pentecost is the festival which commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit on 

the early followers of Jesus (Acts 1 & 2).  Before the events of the first Pentecost, which came 

a few weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were followers of Jesus, but no  

movement that could be meaningfully called the church (ekklesia--the Greek word of church, 

which means a called out gathering).  The church has basically seen Pentecost as the day the 

church was started.  The Spirit calls the church out as a gathering of believers and enlivens 

it.  That is why some churches will serve birthday cake on Pentecost.  It is the church’s 

“birthday.”  Churches also tend to wear something red on Pentecost as a reminder of the 

tongues of fire (Acts 2:3).  Pentecost is a translation of the Greek word pentekostos, which 

means fifty. It comes from the ancient Jewish holiday known as the Festival of Weeks 

(Leviticus 23:16).   
 

Leviticus 23 instructs the people to count seven weeks or fifty days from the end of Passover 

to hold Pentecost—a harvest festival (Exodus 23:16).  Over time, for the Jewish community, 

Pentecost morphed into a celebration of the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai.  For the Christian 

faith, Pentecost is especially significant because, seven weeks (50 days) after the  

resurrection of Jesus, during the Jewish celebration of Pentecost (the Festival of Weeks), the 

Holy Spirit is poured out upon Christ’s first followers, empowering them for their mission and 

gathering them together as a church. 
 

Pentecost reminds us it is the Holy Spirit within us that gives us the power and courage to be 

faithful.   In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit fills the believers (Peter and the other disciples) with  

boldness and courage to proclaim the Gospel to all the Jews gathered to celebrate the  

Festival of Weeks.  Just think, fifty days prior to the first Pentecost in Acts 2, this same group  

of believers (Peter and the like) were all scattering for their lives as Jesus was taken to be  

crucified.  This group of misfits 50 days later would be standing strong to proclaim the good 

news of hope in risen Christ.  What was the difference in just 50 days?  The Holy Spirit.  

From A Brief Statement of Faith in our Book of Confessions, we proclaim: 
 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us 
through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of  
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  (10.4) 
 
 

We as the church – the called out gathering – still believe that the Spirit that transformed that scattered ragtag bunch of  

disciples so long ago into the courageous group of believers is the same Spirit that fills us today and calls us to all ministries of 

the church--The very same Spirit.   
 

So, this Pentecost (May 20) we can wear something red and remember the first Pentecost, but most of all, may we remember 

that the very same exact Holy Spirit that was with the early disciples dwells in each of us and gives us the courage and 

strength and the boldness to be witnesses of Christ.   May we, Rocky River Presbyterian Church, remember that the very 

same exact Holy Spirit that was with the early disciples dwells in each of us and calls us to ministry in the church and in the 

world and transforms each of us to be disciples—nothing more, nothing less.  

The Sunday following Pentecost is Trinity Sunday.   Trinity Sunday is the one Sunday in the Christian Year that  

commemorates a doctrine rather than a person or event in scripture. On Trinity Sunday, we are called to remember the 

eternal God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Trinity is one of the most fascinating - and controversial - Christian teachings.  The term, Trinity, is never mentioned in 

scripture. The Trinity is described as a mystery. It is a mystery, not in the sense of a riddle to be solved; rather, the Trinity is 

a reality above our human comprehension that we may begin to grasp, but ultimately must know through worship, our  

symbols, and, most importantly, through faith. Essentially the Trinity is the belief that God is one in essence, but distinct in three persons (one 

essence, three persons). Therefore, we, as Christians, believe that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are somehow distinct from one  

another (BUT not divided from each other), yet completely united in will and essence. How can this be?  It is a mystery.   
 

One way to hold to this is like this:  the Trinity is the musical chord. Think of a C-chord. The notes that make up a C-chord are C, E, and G—all 

three notes are distinct notes, but joined together as one chord the sound is richer and more dynamic than had the notes been played  

individually. The chords are all equally important in producing the rich sound, and the sound is lacking and thin if one of the notes is left 

out.  May we continue to grow in the mystery of the Trinity as God’s people.  
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Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, May 1  
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor   

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Kathy Linker 
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.  

We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  

We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!   

We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Men’s Breakfast   Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 20, at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a 

great opportunity for fellowship among our men!  We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.  

I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month. 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Healing Touch Clinic  Offered the second Sunday of each month from 3:00pm to 5:00pm and Wed. by appointment 

Sunday, May 13 
Healing Touch is wonderful ministry that we offer to help restore your energy system and improve 

your overall health and well being.  You can read more about Healing Touch at 

www.healingtouchprogram.com.  There is no charge for this service, but we will accept donations to 

the building fund.   We are open to the public, so please tell your family and friends that this service is available.  A sign up 

sheet for Sunday, May 13 will be in the vestibule.   

Please note that Healing Touch is cancelled in the months of June and September this year. 

If anyone is interested in a one on one session on a Wednesday afternoon, please contact Julia Alexander @ 704-455-9753.    

Recurring Monthly Events 

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday May 2 at 6:00pm - Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes and Corn 

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make 

everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking 

out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of 

the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.  

Note:  Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who cannot arrive earlier. 

Questions?  Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor 

Rocky River Readers will meet on Monday, May 21 at 7:00pm in the parlor at the church.   

Due to Memorial Day being the 4th Monday, Rocky River Readers will meet the 3rd Monday, May 

21st.  We meet in the Church Parlor at 7pm. 

The Light Between Oceans by M. L. Stedman is set in Western Australia in the 1920s.  It is a  

story about good people making bad decisions for all the right reasons.  A survivor of  First World 

War trenches, Tom enjoys his life of solitude, but one trip to the mainland brings him a wife, Isabel, 

with whom to share Janus Rock.  Tom and Isabel live alone on this remote Australian island where 

Tom is the lighthouse keeper.  Their world is turned upside down the day a boat washes up on 

shore.  In the boat are a man’s body and a wee baby.  Do they keep the baby and claim it as their 

own, or do they report the incident and risk having to return the baby girl to her biological mother? 

Please join us for the discussion about this interesting book and the choices Tom and Isabel make. 
Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 
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Church Life 
 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Alan Clawson 5/4 Mike McDonald 5/15 

Garrett Mitchem 5/4 Joe Milliken 5/15 

Joe Novobilski 5/4 Thomas Heavey 5/16 

Julia Ennis 5/4 Mickey McCall 5/19 

Garrett McDonald 5/6 Maggie Hartsell 5/20 

Melvin L. Little 5/6 Brandon Earley 5/23 

Jennifer Posey 5/7 Chase Tipton 5/24 

Rusty McDonald 5/7 Billy Carriker 5/27 

Alan Murray 5/10 Garrett Fisher 5/28 

Theresa Watson 5/11 Ann Windell 5/29 

Mallory Tankersley 5/12 Benjamin Watson 5/59 

Niki Schneider 5/12 Marcia Theroux 5/30 

May Birthdays 
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Please Keep in Your Prayers:  
 

Roger Richie, brother of Julia Alexander; Alan Parsons, family of Bob Alexander; John Rankin; Will Harris, nephew of Cyndi 

Conway (battling leukemia); Julia Wainwright, friend of Alice Williams; Jim Avery, friend of Cyndi Conway (recently diagnosed 

with cancer) Ashelyn Earley; Roman Shepard; Mary Alexander; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda Clark; 

Ann Glosson; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; David Rowan,  

co-worker of Bob Carter; Margaret Earley; Neil Cochran; Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Kathleen Baczewski, mother of 

Joseph Baczewski; Joan Nicholson; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of 

Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Lavada Freeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell,  

father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla 

Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neil Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend 

of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan 

Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; 

Zackie Moore. 

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal  

directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and 

offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com  Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Instant Church Directory - Some of you may have noticed that you were bumped off your on-line directory 

this past month.  That was due to an upgrade that Instant Church Directory performed, which made us all have 

to log back into the directory.  If this happened to you on your smartphone or personal computer, just follow 

these simple instructions to get back on.   

 1.  Log into or open the app “Instant Church Directory” on your phone or computer. 

            2.  Click on “Church Member Sign In” 

            3.  If you remember your password, just type in your email address and password and it should open right up for you.  

If you don’t remember your password, then you have to “create a login” as if it’s your first time. 

            4.  You will be sent a confirmation email with a link to the app/website and then you should be good to go.  If anyone 

is having trouble accessing the online directory, just call Cyndi in the office and she will help you.            



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of  May 

Tuesday, May 1                        Leviticus 16:20-34 and Matthew 6:7-15 

Wednesday, May 2                     Leviticus 19:1-18 and Matthew 6:19-24 

Thursday, May 3                          Leviticus 19:26-37 and Matthew 6:25-34 

Friday, May 4                         Leviticus 23:1-22 and Matthew 7:1-12 

Saturday, May 5                   Leviticus 23:23-44 and Matthew 7:13-21 

Sunday, May 6                       Leviticus 25:1-17 and Luke 12:13-21 

Monday, May 7                            Leviticus 25:35-55 and Matthew 13:1-16 

Tuesday, May 8                     Leviticus 26:1-20 and Matthew 13:18-23 

Wednesday, May 9                     Leviticus 26:27-42 and Matthew 22:41-46 

Thursday, May 10                       Daniel 7:9-14 and Matthew 28:16-20 

Friday, May 11                      1 Samuel 2:1-10 and Matthew 7:22-27 

Saturday, May 12                Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29 and Matthew 7:28-8:4 

Sunday, May 13                    Exodus 3:1-12 and Luke 10:17-24 

Monday, May 14                         Joshua 1:1-9 and Matthew 8:5-17 

Tuesday, May 15                    1 Samuel 16:1-13a and Matthew 8:18-27 

Wednesday, May 16                   Isaiah 4:2-6 and Matthew 8:28-34 

Thursday, May 17                      Zechariah 4:1-14 and Matthew 9:1-8 

Friday, May 18                     Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Matthew 9:9-17 

Saturday, May 19                Ezekiel 36:22-27 and Matthew 9:18-26 

Sunday, May 20                   Deuteronomy 16:9-12 and John 4:19-26 

Monday, May 21                         Proverbs 3:11-20 and Matthew 11:1-6 

Tuesday, May 22                    Proverbs 4:1-17 and Matthew 11:7-15 

Wednesday, May 23                   Proverbs 6:1-19 and Matthew 11:16-24 

Thursday, May 24                     Proverbs 7:1-27 and Matthew11:25-30 

Friday, May 25                    Proverbs 8:1-21 and Matthew 12:1-14 

Saturday, May 26               Proverbs 8:22-36 and Matthew 12:15-21 

Sunday, May 27  Job 38:1-11; 42:1-5 and John 1:29-34 

Monday, May 28  Proverbs 10:1-12 and Matthew 12:22-32 

Tuesday, May 29  Proverbs 15:16-33 and Matthew 12:33-42 

Wednesday, May 30  Proverbs 17:1-20 and Matthew 12:43-50 

Thursday, May 31  Proverbs 21:30-22:6 and Matthew 13:24-30 

 

 Chiming the Hour 

May 6           Nathan Spickard 

May 13         Anna Talton 

May 20        Colton Heavey 

May 27         Evan Spickard 

 

A Time for Children 

May 6            Julia Alexander 

May 13          Jerry Clark 

May 20         Neal Carter 

May 27         Sharon Van Pelt 

 

                      Bread 

May 6            Laura Carriker 

May 13          Priscilla Giuliano 

May 20         Ann Glosson 

May 27         Jean Hager 

 

Worship Assistants 

May 6            Kathy Linker 

May 13          Candice Shepard 

May 20         Emma Wakeman 

May 27         Gigi Hunnicutt 

 

Service Volunteers  

Infant Nursery 

May 6              Alice Williams and Linda Clark 

May 13            Kathy Dulin and Rebecca Murray 

May 20           Maggie Linker and Brenda Horton 

May 27            Need Volunteer 

Toddler Nursery  

May 6            Cindy Spickard 

May 13          Traci Bird and Pam McCachren 

May 20         Allison and Aydenn Harris 

May 27          Scott, Dori, and Jessica Swaringen 

Nursery Volunteers  

1st Sunday:  Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick Spickard 

2nd Sunday:  Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Jeff Thomas, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell 

3rd Sunday:   Lead: Chip Wells, Tim or Dianne Savelle, Steve Jewett, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski, Dory or Scott Swaringen 

4th Sunday:  Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Traci Bird, Jim Stafford, King McCachren 

 

Ushers 
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Bread Volunteers  

May 6              Laura Carriker 

May 13            Priscilla Giuliano 

May 20           Ann Glosson 

May 27            Jean Hager 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS 

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal,  

$15/family maximum 

The caterer donates $1 from 

every $5 collected back to the 

Youth group! 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For May 

May 2 - Free Community Meal 
 

May 9 - Baked Potato Bar  
 

May 16 - Mac and Cheese 
 

May 23 - Beef Stew and  

Potatoes 
 

May 30 - Bistro Grilled Chicken 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming 

when you sign the attendance book or call the 

office. 

Growing God’s Table 
at RRPC - one person, 
one event, one day at  

a time. 

GRIEF SHARE 

Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

March 8 thru May 10 
 

 

Our Spring GriefShare series 

will end on May 10.  We will  

offer another series in the Fall, 

beginning sometime in August. 
 

We have had about 15 people  

attend each week, and most of 

them have had recent losses 

of loved ones.  There is a 

great need for comfort and 

support in our community. 

Please continue to pray for  

this group of people who have 

come to RRPC for this  

ministry. 

If anyone would like to  

volunteer to help with this  

ministry please contact Julia 

Alexander at 

J.richie.alex@gmail.com 

Book Sale  
The next book sale 

will be in the spring of 

2019.  If you have 

books to donate you 

can bring them to the 

basement of the new  

building.  Please put the books in the back 

corner where tables and partitions are 

located.  We would prefer the books be  

in boxes instead of bags so we can move 

them around easily and sort the  

contents.    
 

Note:  If you have any books related to 
Halloween, Thanksgiving or Christmas to  
donate,  please put them in the opposite 
back corner for the PW Yard Sale in  
October.  Those will be the only books 
sold then due to the holidays being close 
to the Yard Sale date.  
 

Questions? Contact Marie Morrison at 
morrison1960@windstream.net 
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The Ramblers 
 

The Ramblers will be 

heading to the Barn 

Theater in Greensboro 

on May 12th.  We will 

leave that afternoon 

around 3:30, and return 

that night.  We will take 

the church bus and overflow will carpool. 

The cost is $49 per person, for a group 

rate with at least 20 going plus $5 each for 

gas.  See Shirley Rockel if you would like 

to go.   

 

Ready for a Little Spring Spruce? 
 

Annual Yard Sale 

We will gladly take your treasures for the 

annual yard sale to be held, Saturday, 

October 6th.  As in the past year, there 

will be a place to store items in the  

basement.  Remember the saying,  “One 

man's junk is the Church's treasure.” 

Family Game Night 

Twice a month on the  

second and fourth Friday in 

the Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, May 11 and May 25 
7:00pm  
Game Night has become a fun Friday 
night tradition at RRPC.  Young and old 
members alike come out to play a friendly 
game of cards, or their favorite board 
game.  All you have to bring is your  
favorite game, a snack to share and your 
competitive spirit!  Invite your neighbors 
and friends for some good clean fun!   
All are welcome! 
Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano 

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Women’s Retreat 

November 9—11, 2018 

Amy Hicks will be back as our Bible leader and 

Bellefonte has been invited.  If you have not gone 

before, make this year your first and mark this on 

your calendar!!  More details coming soon! 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

"Remember who you are. … You 
are a child of the Almighty 

God.  Live that truth.”  

Lysa Terkeurst  

Did You Know??  The Flaming Grill & Buffet in Kannapolis will  

donate 10% of your bill to RRPC if you mention us when you eat 

there.  It’s their way of giving back to the local churches.  Give them 

a try and tell them you are a member of RRPC and we will get 10% of 

the bill!  3000 Cloverleaf Pkwy, Kannapolis NC   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi8uoyz_fPZAhWtZd8KHZnAD9YQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcreoleindc.typepad.com%2Frantings_of_a_creole_prin%2F2014%2F05%2Fspring-cleaning-2014.html&psig=AOvVaw0c5WIpV8EL4hQJ0CQrFy


 

 

Children’s News 

From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at 

Rocky River?  Contact Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or 

Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).   
 

From the DCE’s Corner May 2018 

The Importance of Mothers  
 

Mother’s Day is on May 13
th
, just in case you don’t have it on your calendar already.  It is a 

secular holiday, and we barely mention it in church situations these days.  But that doesn’t 

mean that mothering isn’t sacred and worthy of honor.   

When we think of Mother’s Day, we should think of the act of mothering.  Mothering involves 

more than physically giving birth to a child.  Of course, give thanks for the woman who 

brought you into this world.  But on this day, we should honor all those who serve as mothers 

in various forms: 

Those persons who help busy families in worship. 

Those persons who raise and care for pets--those non-human “children.” 

Those persons who step in when a young adult is far away from his/her parents and needs 

assistance.   

Those persons who allow children to sit with them in the sanctuary while parents sing or  

usher or serve as lay leader. 

Those persons who take neighbors or grandchildren to Sunday School or Vacation Bible 

School. 

Those who make sure you know that they brought Coconut Cake to the church luncheon just 

because you like it. 

Those persons who send cards of thanks or encouragement to youth as they progress along 

their faith journeys. 

Those persons who give parents a pat on the back to let them know they are doing a good 

job. 

Those persons who offer a band-aid or a shoulder to anyone in need. 

All of us have one or more persons whom we can name who have acted as mothers to us.  I 

am so grateful to many people throughout my life who have nurtured, encouraged, and yes, 

occasionally disciplined me and/or my family.  Most recently, I give thanks for the woman who 

volunteered to drive my youngest son to his oral surgery, knowing that my husband and I 

could not be there for him.  She drove him there, waited on him, drove him to the pharmacy 

and home, and checked in on him over several days—all because she knew him from their 

church.  What a woman! 

As we honor mothers of all kinds this Mother’s Day, let’s remember that the supreme role 

model of mothering comes from God.  God shows us first how to love each other, how to 

teach others, how to faithfully care for each other, and how to sacrificially raise God-loving 

children, our own or others.   

No mother is perfect. But we love our mothers and other nurturing persons for the good we 

have seen in them and received from their hands. We love them for the ways they have  

nurtured us, been faithful to us, protected us, and sacrificed for us. And we thank them that 

they have provided us with a real picture of God’s love for us.   

 

Children 
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VBS 

2018 

August 5-9  

(Sunday 

through  

Thursday).   

Notice the 

change in days!   

Mark your   

calendars now!   
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NEW Sunday School 
Hangout for College  

Students! 
 

Beginning June 3
rd

, we will 

provide a space in room 105 

for college students to meet 

during Sunday School for  

faithful discussions about  

living as a Christian in today’s 

world.  Tommy Heavey will  

be the facilitator for student-

driven discussions, and all 

college students are invited to 

drop into the space when they 

are in town.   

Coffee will be provided.   

Upcoming dates: 

Confirmation -  Sunday  May 20
th

  

Graduate Sunday - June 3
rd

  (Let the office know of your graduates--high school, college, or other.) 

Children’s Summer Sunday School begins June 17
th

.  Sign up to teach now! 

Vacation Bible School Rolling River Rampage is August 5-9! 

 

 

Elder Nomination Process for 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

 
We are changing the way elder nominations are done with hopes that it will make the process smoother and assure that 

we are nominating elders according to the guidelines in the Book of Order. The Book of Order provides the following  description 

of a ruling elder, “Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in 

leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the congregation   

(Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to    

strengthen and nurture its faith and life.”  
 

The Book of Order also provides guidance in the nomination and election of new ruling elders saying, “Ruling elders and 

deacons are men and women elected by the congregation from among its members. The nomination and election of ruling     

elders and deacons shall express the rich diversity of the congregation’s membership and shall guarantee participation and    

inclusiveness (F-1.0403). Ruling elders and deacons shall be nominated by a committee elected by the congregation, drawn 

from and representative of its membership.” 
 

The new process of nominating and electing elders is explained in detail below. The biggest change being that we are  

only nominating 5 elders, instead of 7, and allowing for recommendations from the floor. The changes in the process will assure 

that our nominating committee has representatives from each demographic. 
 

1st Session Meeting of April - Nominating committee chair and assistant are designated by the session. The nominating 

committee should consist of a diverse group of at least five congregation members and two members from session. We 

have increased the number from three members to five to allow for more diversity in the nominating committee. Members 

for the nominating committee are selected in the following manner: Two members are suggested from the Presbyterian 

Women, one member is suggested from the Men of the Church, one member is suggested from the youth, and two         

additional members are suggested that fill any other demographic gaps.   

1st Sunday of May - Nominating committee should be finalized and voted on by the congregation.  The nominating          

committee will meet for the first time this month. 

1st Sunday of June - Nominations are opened to the congregation. Members will be able to submit nominations via     

bulletin inserts into the offering plate, to the church office, and via email. Nominations will be tallied as they are received.  

1st Sunday of July - An announcement will be made during the service to remind the congregation to submit their       

nominations and the nominating committee will meet to discuss the nominations received in the month of June. 
 

1st Sunday of August - Nominations are closed. The nominating committee will meet to determine the five nominees based 

on the nominations from the congregation and the nominees who agreed to serve. Each candidate should be selected based 

on the criteria in the Book of Order. The committee may also need to adjust the nominations in order to maintain diversity 

within the session. The Pastor will also meet with the committee to provide additional guidance. The called Congregational 

meeting is announced for the 2nd Sunday in September.  
 

4th Sunday of August - The finalized ballot is created with five nominees. The Church Administrator will publish biographies 

for the proposed elders in the bulletin, newsletter, and in weekly emails. 

2nd Sunday of September - Election is held. Ballots are handed out to the congregation and collected 

by the nominating committee. The ballot will have five proposed elders and a space for two nominations from the floor.  

Any nominations from the floor must have prior approval from the individual. If there are no nominations from the floor, the         

congregation would vote yes or no to approve the slate. If there are nominations from the floor, 

the congregation would write the name on the ballot and select a total of five. 

 

Questions about the new nomination or election process? 
Please Contact David Mowery or Thomas Heavey 
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God has given each of you a gift from his great variety  

of spiritual gifts.  

Use them well to serve one another.     
1 Peter 4:10-11  

2018 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $382,667  NEEDED PER MONTH:  $31,888  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,358 

WEEK GIVING DIFFERENCE DIFFERENCE 

4/1/2018 $9530 +$2172 -$22,358 

4/8/2018 $5142 -$2216 -$17,216 

4/15/2018 $7931 +$573 -$9,285 

4/22/2018 $3259 -$4099 -$6,026 

Stewardship 

Spring has been a busy season around the church. We have made head way on several long term projects plus completed 

many unexpected repairs over the past month. The garage door opener at the manse failed three times this past month.  With 

help from Jim Rockel and King McCachren we replaced it with a new one. Thank you gentlemen for your help. We had the  

carpets cleaned in the two nurseries and the hall of the Education Bldg.  We will monitor these areas and have them cleaned as 

needed in the future. We had a basement window broken and replaced as well as scheduled having the fellowship hall floors 

waxed in preparation for May meeting. Most of you have probably noticed we have gotten our electronic sign boards installed 

into the existing sign along Rocky River Road. Thank you Rex Carriker, Jim Rockel, Joe Novobilski, Ted Dickason, Jon  

Dickason, Jim Pharr and David Murray for getting this done for us. During this process, David Murray restored some damaged 

areas on the old sign, painted it, and with the help of King McCachren, re-installed it. Everything looks fantastic. Thank you,  

David, for all your help with this. We are now in the process of having an electrician install the underground power to the sign to 

make it functional. We have received word that our new shutters have been built and are being painted. We expect delivery of 

these in the coming weeks. It has come to our attention that the windows of the new building have not been cleaned 

since the completion of construction. We are looking for volunteers to help wash these. All the windows tilt in and can 

be washed from floor level inside. If anyone is interested in helping with this please one of the committee chairs or 

Cyndi know. Once we have some volunteers we will schedule a work day to take care of this. We have a workday scheduled for 

Saturday, May 5, at 9:00am to prepare for May Meeting. If you have an hour or so free please come out and give us a hand.  

If you are interested in helping with these, or any other projects around the church, we are always looking for committee  

members. We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm. Our next meeting is scheduled for May 7. Committee chairper-

sons can be reached at: 
 

Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com 

Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

Building and Grounds News 

Capital Campaign - Thank you to everyone that pledged and/or contributed to our Capital Campaign to go 

From Mortgage to Mission.  We had an overwhelming response with 70 families pledging, and verbal  

commitments from 9 additional families.  To date, we have received pledges in the amount of $269,827.   

If you would still like to participate in this campaign, please return your pledge card or contact a member of our 

follow-up team with your verbal commitment.  Steve Jewett (jewettkann@aol.com), Thomas Heavey 

(cccg1979@yahoo.com) or Chris Bechtol (csbechtol@msn.com) 

Giving of Your Time:  Here are a few more volunteer opportunities: 

 1.  The Congregational Care and Connections Team needs a team leader for Kitchen Clean up the first Wednesday of each 

month.  We have a clean up team in place, but we just need a leader.  See Candice Shepard if you can help. 

 2.  We need a couple more volunteers for the Infant and Toddler Nursery.  As people have moved away a few spots have 

opened up and it would help to have a few more people on the list (even if just as substitutes)  If you would like to  

volunteer and serve this ministry (4 times a year) please contact Cindy Spickard at 704-699-8158. 

 3.  Bulletin and Newsletter help - Can you help fold bulletins or newsletters?  Bulletins are done every Friday and the  

newsletters are done once a month.  Please call the office if you can help and Cyndi will put your name on the list.  
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Schedule for May 2018 
Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

Christian Education Leader Appreciation—Sunday April 29 

April 29
th
 is the day we have designated to thank those who are leaders in our Christian Education department.  These amazing 

volunteers are people who believe in the value of passing on the faith and who are committed to spreading the good news of the 

Gospel.  A light breakfast, a small memento, and name recognition in the worship service are but small tokens of gratitude that 

we can offer to them for all they do for us!  They spend much time reading and planning lessons, they faithfully commit time on 

Sunday mornings to learn from others and share what they have learned.  They allow themselves to be vulnerable to their  

students so that their questions may be heard.  They tell of Bible passages that may or may not be their favorites.  They open 

their hearts to the work of the Spirit.  Please join your voices with others to give thanks to all those who teach, help, or otherwise 

care for others through our Sunday School and youth programs.  And continue to pray for them as they lead us in the faith.   
 

Below are the names of those who have volunteered in the Christian Education program in the 2017-2018 year: 

           Ruth Ann McDonald      Carol Lyerly        Stephanie Campbell 
           Libby Coble          Jane Talton        Beau Talton 
           Mandy Ide           Magan Bechtol      Erica Heavey 
           Julie Alexander        Robin Hartsell       Theresa Watson 
           Kathy Linker          Niki Schneider       Janet Little 
           Ashley Carriker        Rex Carriker        Joey Dulin 
           Dave Mowery         DeDe Dickason      Darren Bird 
           Candice Shepard       Jerry Clark         Glenn Moses 
           Jim Lyerly           Steve Mitchem      Kathy Dulin 
           Ben Burr            Dave Miller        Ted Dickason 
           Ann Glosson          Steve Jewett        Joe Novobilski 
           Vance Horton         Mike Harazim       Krista Eason 
           Marie Morrison     

2017-2018 Christian Education Leaders are invited to a light breakfast  

on Sunday, April 29th, 9:30-10:00 a.m.  

in the Session Room  

upstairs in the Fellowship Hall building. 

 Godly Play I Godly Play II 

6-May Jesus Again Asks Peter to Follow Him Knowing Jesus in a New Way 5 

  Jane/Beau Sharon/Dave 

13-May Ascension Knowing Jesus in a New Way 6 

  Julie/Dave Janet/Mandy 

20-May Pentecost Knowing Jesus in a New Way 7 

  Erica/Janet Robin/Rex 

27-May Peter Heals a Lame Man John Goes Throughout the World 

  Joey/Niki Sharon/Magan 

3-Jun 
Dorcas Helps the Poor 

A New Heaven, A New Earth, A New 
 Jerusalem 

  Jane/Beau Ashley/Cindy S. 

10-Jun Baptism Baptism 

combine 
classes 

Julie/Magan Sharon/Robin 
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Youth 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 

I was thinking this morning about how you all get out for 

snow days...and in some cases there is no snow. Would 

it not be great to get the following message: 
 

Good morning Teachers, Parents and Students...This is 

JD McNutt, your school superintendent, with a note  

letting you know that all schools and administrative offices will be closed today 

due to the beautiful weather outside. It will be a high of 70 with less than 5 mph 

wind and clear skies. We hope that you will spend this day outside on a picnic 

with your families. We will resume our normal schedule tomorrow. We hope 

that you enjoy this day fully. 
 

Wouldn't that be amazing?? A day to just picnic, throw frisbees, ride bikes or 

spend it outside however your heart desires! It seems like a legitimate reason 

to cancel school to me. Hahahaha. 
 

We do have to enjoy these days for we know right around the corner will be hot, 

humid days. And we will probably hear someone say, "If you are looking for me 

I will just be sitting in the refrigerator cooling off". Even those days are great 

because you can go lounge in the pool. 
 

All this to say, I hope you spend some time outside this spring. Don't be stuck 

inside on video games and your phones. Go outside and enjoy the gift of  

creation that God has given us to enjoy. Enjoy it, enjoy it, enjoy it!! 
 

Peace, 

JD 

 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP!!!  

JUNE 17—23   

Frakes, Kentucky 
 

JD and the Youth will be  

heading to Henderson  

Settlement, in Frakes Kentucky 

for their mission trip this summer.   

We will be needing adult  

chaperones to go on this trip  

as well.   

Mark your calendars!!   

More details will be coming in the 

weeks ahead!   

 
*Mission Trip Deposit of $50 will be 
due April 29; sign up early and sign 
up often! 

 
 
 

 

Youth Calendar  
 

Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6) Middle School and  

High School youth gather each week before worship service.  

Bible Study every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm 
 

May 6 -  Youth (Arts in worship 5, youth 6)  

May 11 - Lock-in with Presbyterian youth at Knights stadium...sign up by May 6 

May 13 -  No Youth—Spend time with MOM!! 

May 20 - Youth Family Cookout 5pm  

May 27 - No Youth—Memorial Day Weekend 

Questions?  Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com 
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Don't be stuck inside on video games and your phones.  

Go outside and enjoy the gift of creation that God has given us to enjoy. 

Thank you!!  Thank you!!!  Thank you!!! 
To Everyone that came to the Earthday Cookout in 
support of our Mission Trip!  We raised over $500! 

 

 

           The Farmers Market is Back!!  

      Wednesdays from 3:00pm to 6:30pm 
                            featuring 

Miller and Sons Produce, Mullis Family 

Farm Meats, Mallory’s Goat’s Milk Soap, 

Caren’s Baked Goods and more…. 

We are still looking for vendors—if  you know anyone have them contact Cyndi in the office 

at 704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

May Meeting!! 

Sunday ● May 6 ● 10:00am ●1:30pm 

A wonderful tradition that includes  
Sunday School, Worship 

and dinner in the grove. 

Bring a blanket or chairs, a covered dish or dessert, a jug of   
tea or lemonade   and your family and friends!! 

We hope to see current and past members, make new friends  
and share the history of  RRPC! 

All are welcome!! 

A workday to help prepare for May Meeting will take place on Saturday, May 5th at 9:00am.  We will be cleaning up 

the grove and hanging the tables and just doing some general maintenance.  Bring your gloves and a willing spirit 

and we will be done in no time!! 
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