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† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                          
 

      OFFERTORY 
  

      †   PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 O God, we gather to thank you:  the easy conversation between old 

 friends,  the quick smile of a child,  the warm look of hello from across 

 the room,  the caring phone call about our illness,  the cards sent which 

 say, "Just thinking of you",  the hymn book passed along,  the little 

 things that say we matter. 

 All this, O God, you planned in your compassion.  Your Church is special 

 to us.  Within it are people with so many different gifts.  Thank you God 

 for providing us with this place of belonging.  In response we bring our 

 own gifts to use in your Church,  and as we do, we want to say how  

 grateful we are to you that you have given us such friends.  Out of  

 gratitude we give,  for you have given us so much.  Amen. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Jerry Clark; Rick Antonio, father of Glenn Jones son-in-law; Bessie Layton, mother 

of Laura Smith; Scott Nicholson, son of Joan Nicholson;  Mike Torella, brother-in-law of Priscilla Giuliano; Marie 

Mousseau, friend of Phyllis Miller, Harold Melvin; Sandra Mayo, friend of Dee Davis; Jimmy Blackwelder, brother 

of Brenda  Horton; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Gigi  

Hunnicutt; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Gladys Dulin, mother of Joey Dulin; Beth Garrett, friend of 

Kathy Dulin; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Anne Carroll Ezzelle, college roommate of Martha Ann McConnell; 

Audrey Reynolds; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; 

JoAnn Lampe, friend of Cindy Spickard; Evelyn Freeman; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel; Devin Rockel  

during his deployment; Marcella Burton,  co-worker of Deb Carter’s; Dale Powers; Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark 

& Nancy McSwain; Ron Violette; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Susan Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol;  

Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; 

Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Phyllis Griffin; Kay  

Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Margaret Hale; Marie Hildreth; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of  

Darren Bird; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  

May we also remember and pray for our family and friends in nursing homes and rehabilitation centers. 

Morning Worship 
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Gathering 
PRELUDE       Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking                               
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (written by Thom Shuman, posted on the Lectionary Liturgies website. 
 

 One: Here, in this place, we discover the great things God has done. 

 All: In story and song, in silence and sacrament, we are reminded 

  that God's relationship with us which lasts forever. 

 One: Here, with these people, we find our true home. 

 All: where we can run home laughing, after being lost for so long. 

 One: Here, during this holy season, we hear those promises made so  

  long ago. 

 All: Of the One who repairs all our mistakes, of the One who  

  reshapes our brokenness. 
 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION  

†  LITANY OF HEALING AND FORGIVENESS  

(written by Lisa Frenz, and posted on Lisa’s Liturgies.) (inspired by Psalm 51) 

 One: Lord of our hearts, God of our lives, hear our prayers:  

  the sighs, the cries, the joys of our deepest thoughts. 

 All: We share all our thoughts with you, O God, knowing that you  

  hear and answer us, providing us with what is best.  

  Come, O God, and hear us now. 

 One:    Lord of all, source of health and healing, we come to you with  

  worries, concerns, fears, wrongs, and sins seeking your compassion,  

  turning over to you all that separates us from you, God of our hectic  

  busyness and petty obsessions, God of our secrecies and our defeats. 

   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  Wash 

  me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. Hide your 

  face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. (Psalm 51:1-2)  

 

 

 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2008/12/advent-3-b.html


TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                 Sharon Vanpelt 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                         
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 
your truth find wisdom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE             

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

  All: And also with you. 

 All: I come to you flawed and unclean, O God.  Wash me and make me 

  whole. Take all the darkness, the unrighteousness, the sinfulness  

  I bring to you and forgive me.  

 (Silence) 
 

 One:    Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit  

  within me. 
 

 All: Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take  

  your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your  salvation,  

  and sustain in me a willing spirit. Amen.     (Psalm 51:9-12) 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                Jeremiah 8:19-22  
19 “Why have they provoked Me to anger with their carved images, with their worthless 

foreign idols?”  20 “The harvest has passed, the summer has ended, but we have not 

been saved.” 21 For the brokenness of the daughter of my people I am crushed. I 

mourn; horror has gripped me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is no physician 

there? Why then has the health of the daughter of my people not been restored? 
  

 One:   The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God. 

THE EPISTLE LESSON                  1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering  

unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But 

if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21 For to this 

you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

so that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was 

found in his mouth.” 23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he  

suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might 

live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going 

astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 

souls. 

 One:   The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God. 

SERMON          There Is A Balm in Gilead                                  Neal Carter 
 

Responding to the Word    

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the  

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

†  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Apostle’s Creed)                

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the   kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.    


