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† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                          
 

      OFFERTORY 

      †   PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us. In 

 the upside down world of the gospel, we measure our wealth not by 

 what we have, but what we can give away. Let us give away  

 generously, in this offering, to bless your church, your people, your 

 creation. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the   

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

Responding to the Word    

†  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                        (from the Confession of 1967)  

The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of  

humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and  

present hope for women and men when the gospel is proclaimed and  

believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, 

moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and  

initiates the new life in Christ.  The new life takes shape in a community in 

which people know that God loves and accepts them in spite of what they 

are. They therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing that no 

one has any ground on which to stand, except God’s grace. Amen. 
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Gathering 

PRELUDE       Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking                               
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 ~ adapted from a post on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways Archive. http://www.ucc.org/ 
 

 One:   We have come to worship God, the living God, 
 

 All: Who calls prophets and teachers to bear witness.  
 

 One:   We have come to praise God, the almighty God, 
 

 All:      Who answers the forces of hatred and hurt with the power of 

  grace.  
 

 One:    We have come to worship God, all-gracious God, 
 

 All:      Who chooses even you and me, to receive and carry the Word of 

  life and hope.  All glory to God! 

 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION  

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
from the New Joseph People’s Prayer Book.  Posted on the Santa Maria del Mar Catholic Church  website.  
 
 

Heavenly Father, Your blessed Son asked that His Church be one as You 

and He are one, but Christians have not been united as He prayed. We 

have isolated ourselves from each other and have failed to listen to each 

other. We have misunderstood and ridiculed each other. In doing so we 

have offended You against all our brothers and sisters in the Church and 

against all who have not believed in You.  Forgive us Father for our  

disunity and make us fully one.  Blot out our sins, renew our minds,   

rekindle our hearts, and guide us by Your Holy Spirit into the oneness of 

Your Will.  Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

http://www.ucc.org/
http://smdm-fb.org/ChristianUnity/Prayers4ChristianUnity/


The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                         

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find wisdom, and in your will discover your 
peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                 Sharon Vanpelt 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                    John 17: 1-11    

 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2 
since you have given him authority over all people,

 
to give eternal life to all 

whom you have given him. 
3 
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
4 
I glorified you on earth 

by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
5 
So now, Father, glorify me in 

your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 

existed.  
6 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 
7 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 

8 
for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 

and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 

me. 
9 
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 

behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10 

All mine are  

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

  All: And also with you. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 

And now I am  

no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 

one, as we are one. 
 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                          Acts 1:6-14  
 

 
6 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 
He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 
But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. 
10 

While he was going and they were gazing up  

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11 

They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.” 
12 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 
13 

When they 

had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 

and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
 

James. 
14 

All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                          The Agenda Is Clear                          Neal Carter 
 


