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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

The Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston, dressed in her Sunday best — doctorate robe, 

white collar and purple stole — stood in the center of the chancel. Taking a deep 

breath, she surveyed the empty pews, turned to the camera and smiled.    
 

Friends, it is good to be together to worship the Lord virtually … 
 

The pastor of Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon, Pennsylvania, came to 

preach the Word that morning, and preach it she would, in a new way for a new day, 

embracing the use of technology that allowed her to livestream a worship service 

into the homes of her congregants who were sheltering in place, due to the global 

outbreak of a coronavirus known as COVID-19. She was not alone. 
 

This is the beginning of Donna Frischknecht Jackson’s Presbyterians Today article: 

The Digital Church Arrives—Is it here to stay? 
 

The Rev. Dr. Donna Giver-Johnston was certainly not alone.  Jackson goes on to 

write: 
 

It was a steep learning curve for pastors who were not videographers. Failed audio, 

bad lighting and buffering video streamed into many a home. But there was no other 

option. The family of God could no longer meet physically together out of fear of 

spreading a deadly virus. The only way to stay connected was through the use of 

technology, using platforms — such as Zoom meetings and Facebook Live — that 

had traditionally been looked upon warily by churches. 
 

A Barna Group 2019 study revealed that just 2% of practicing Christians confirm that they attend a church that  

produces a digitally videotaped or livestreamed service. 
 

I must confess—I was like a deer in the headlights. I really appreciate my iPhone; however, staring into the  

camera of my iPhone is never what I had in mind.  Yet, since the Coronavirus/COVID 19 has limited our ability to 

meet as the Church as we have done, Reggie Hunnicutt and I have kicked into high “nerd gear.”  We are trying to 

learn as much as we possibly can about audiovisual technology.   
 

Donna Frischknecht Jackson’s article poses the question: will this technology go away?  My answer is this—not 

really.  We are going to have some type of technology going forward.  Even when we “return to normal”  

(whatever that may look like), we will have audiovisual technology.  We will not be able to have the tripods, cords, 

and cameras straggled out all over the front of the sanctuary.  We will have to figure out how to incorporate it into 

our sanctuary (all the while, cursing those who built the building in the 1800’s for not thinking this far ahead).  
 

I am not sure how this goes forward.  I am not sure what awaits us in the future.  I do know this—you cannot say 

that we are averse to change.  Change we have.   
 

Thank you so much for the positive feedback and suggestions.  Thank you so much to all the folks that are behind 

the cameras and the audioboard.  Thank you so much for staying connected.  Thank you so much for your prayers 

and your giving. 
 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, in Life in front of a camera, 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
 

Thanks be to God. (A New Creed/United Church of Canada—with my small adaptation)  
 

Donna Frischknecht Jackson’s complete article: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0520-digital/ 
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Sacraments (from the PCUSA website)  4th in a series of articles that explain what makes us unique. 

Sacraments - Lord’s Supper 

Lord’s Supper. “The Lord’s Supper (or Eucharist) is the sign and seal of our communion with the crucified and risen 

Lord. Jesus shared meals with his followers throughout his earthly life and ministry—common suppers, miraculous 

feasts, and the covenant commemorations of the people of God. Jesus spoke of himself as the bread of life, and the 

true vine, in whom we are branches.  
 

On the night before his death, Jesus shared bread and wine with his disciples. He spoke of the bread and wine as his 

body and blood, signs of the new covenant and told the disciples to remember him by keeping this feast. On the day 

of his resurrection, Jesus made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of the bread. The disciples continued 

to devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, prayers, and the common meal. As Paul wrote, when we 

share the bread and cup in Jesus’ name, ‘we who are many are one body’ (1 Cor. 10:17)” (W-3.0409). 
 

“The Lord’s Supper enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s sustaining grace offered to all people. The 

Lord’s Supper is at once God’s gift of grace, God’s means of grace, and God’s call to respond to that grace. Through 

the Lord’s Supper, Jesus Christ nourishes us in righteousness, faithfulness, and discipleship. Through the Lord’s 

Supper, the Holy Spirit renews the Church in its identity and sends the Church to mission in the world” (W-3.0409). 
 

“When we gather at the Lord’s Supper the Spirit draws us into Christ’s presence and unites with the Church in every 

time and place. We join with all the faithful in heaven and on earth in offering thanksgiving to the triune God. We  

reaffirm the promises of our baptism and recommit ourselves to love and serve God, one another, and our neighbors 

in the world” (W-3.0409). 
 

“The opportunity to eat and drink with Christ is not a right bestowed upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the  

undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. All who come to the table are offered the bread and cup,  

regardless of their age or understanding. If some of those who come have not yet been baptized, an invitation to  

baptismal preparation and Baptism should be graciously extended. 
 

Worshipers prepare themselves to celebrate the Lord’s Supper by putting their trust in Christ, confessing their sin, 

and seeking reconciliation with God and one another. Even those who doubt may come to the table in order to be 

assured of God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ” (W-3.0409). 
 

“The Lord’s Supper shall be celebrated as a regular part of the Service for the Lord’s Day, preceded by the  

proclamation of the Word, in the gathering of the people of God. When local circumstances call for the Lord’s Supper 

to be celebrated less frequently, the session may approve other schedules for celebration, in no case less than  

quarterly. If the Lord’s Supper is celebrated less frequently than on each Lord’s Day, public notice is to be given at 

least one week in advance so that all may prepare to receive the Sacrament” (W-3.0409). 

Calvin’s Corner 

Youth 

With genuine regret, at its’ stated meeting on April 26, the Session accepted the resignation of JD McNutt as youth 

director, effective May 10, 2020.  We appreciate all that JD has contributed to the ministry and mission of Rocky  

River Presbyterian Church in his 7+ years here and wish him well in his future endeavors.   

• Wednesday and Sunday Zoom meetings will continue as scheduled. 

• The Mission Trip is still being considered.  We have been in contact with Henderson Settlement and will make a 

decision soon.   

 

See the insert for a letter from JD regarding his resignation. 

 

 

May Birthdays 

Getting to Know Savannah Dickason 

Hi! I am Savannah Dickason, and I am a senior at Central Cabarrus High School.  During 

my 4 years of high school, I have been grateful for the friends and memories I have made 

while pursuing several areas of interest.  They included Cross Country Captain, Varsity 

Soccer, BETA club Secretary, Senior Editor for the Yearbook, and the RRPC Youth 

Group.  In Cross Country, my hard work and determination allowed me to place multiple 

years in All County and All Conference and I made it to the State Championships my  

junior year.  The extremely competitive nature of soccer taught me more about rising 

above difficult situations and people while maintaining many long term friendships and the 

importance of grace.  I was a BETA club officer and particularly grew while mentoring  

Elementary children since many of you know that is not my strongest gift.  In Youth group, 

I learned empathy and compassion on the many mission trips and the ability to overcome 

the nerves of dealing with many people in unfamiliar environments; the local trips to help 

the homeless and elderly taught me how close to my own safe home that loneliness  

exists; all while experiencing spiritual growth and making amazing friends.  Until recently,  

I was employed at American Eagle Outfitters where I learned organizational skills,  

customer relations, and business skills.  I was honored to become the 2019 Homecoming Queen which included a 

selection process by staff and a vote of the student body. All of these pursuits taught me the importance of hard 

work, determination, the importance of kindness to others, and resilience when things are not going as planned; that 

resilience and my faith are even more important right now.  I plan to go to UNCW in the fall…Go Seahawks!!  I will 

join the Communications Department which appeals to my artistic endeavors and the importance of serving people.  

From there, I am sure God will guide me, just as he has done to get me to this point in my life.  The last 2 years had 

gone from busy to hectic, but I was always thankful to have a place that I could come and relax, be myself, and  

recharge.  The importance of Sunday School, Wednesday night studies (especially during a bad week), and the 

many memories I built in Youth Group, I have JD to thank for being such a great role model, leader, and friend.  I can 

always count on him to be there for me.  Thanks for constantly listening to me and guiding me towards God’s truth! 

We have some pretty amazing folks here at RRPC.  And while we all see each other on Sunday mornings, 

and share a meal on Wednesday evenings, sometimes we may not have a chance to really get to know 

the folks in our church family.  As part of a series called “Getting to Know…” we will begin to highlight  

individuals and/or families in our monthly newsletter.  Here is another of our outstanding Seniors….. 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Garrett Mitchem 5/4 Mike McDonald 5/15 

Joe Novobilski 5/4 Joe Milliken 5/15 

Julia Ennis 5/4 Thomas Heavey 5/16 

Garrett McDonald 5/6 Mickey McCall 5/19 

Melvin L. Little 5/6 Brandon Earley 5/23 

Rusty McDonald 5/7 Chase Tipton 5/24 

Peter Schultz 5/8 Billy Carriker 5/27 

Alan Murray 5/10 Ann Windell 5/29 

Theresa Watson 5/11 Benjamin Watson 5/59 

Mallory Tankersley 5/12 Marcia Theroux 5/30 

Niki Schneider 5/12   



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of May 

Friday, May 1     Exodus 24:1-18 and Matthew 4:12-17 

Saturday, May 2            Exodus 25:1-22 and Matthew 4:18-25 

Sunday, May 3     Exodus 28:1-4, 30-38 and Mark 6:30-44 

Monday, May 4    Exodus 32:1-20 and Matthew 5:1-10 

Tuesday, May 5     Exodus 32:21-34 and Matthew 5:11-16 

Wednesday, May 6   Exodus 33:1-23 and Matthew 5:17-20 

Thursday, May 7    Exodus 34:1-17 and Matthew 5:21-26 

Friday, May 8      Exodus 34:18-35 and Matthew 5:27-37 

Saturday, May 9    Exodus 40:18-38 and Matthew 5:38-48 

Sunday, May 10     Leviticus 8:1-13, 30-36 and Luke 4:16-30 

Monday, May 11    Leviticus 16:1-19 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Tuesday, May 12    Leviticus 16:20-34 and Matthew 6:7-15 

Wednesday, May 13   Leviticus 19:1-18 and Matthew 6:19-24 

Thursday, May 14    Leviticus 19:26-37 and Matthew 6:25-34 

Friday, May 15     Leviticus 23:1-22 and Matthew 7:1-2 

Saturday, May 16    Leviticus 23:23-44 and Matthew 7:13-21 

Sunday, May 17     Leviticus 25:1-17 and Luke 12:13-21 

Monday, May 18      Leviticus 25:35-55 and Matthew 13:1-16 

Tuesday, May 19     Leviticus 26:1-20 and Matthew 13:18-23 

Wednesday, May 20   Leviticus 26:27-42 and Matthew 22:41-46  

Thursday, May 21    Daniel 7:9-14 and Matthew 28:16-20  

Friday, May 22     1 Samuel 2:10-10 and Matthew 7:22-27   

Saturday, May 23    Numbers 11:16-17, 24-29 and Matt. 7:28-8:4 

Sunday, May 24     Exodus 3:1-12 and Luke 10:17-24 

Monday, May 25     Joshua 1:1-9 and Matthew 8:5-17 

Tuesday, May 26     1 Samuel 16:1-13a and Matthew 8:18-27 

Wednesday, May 27    Isaiah 4:2-6 and Matthew 8:28-34 

Thursday, May 28    Zechariah 4:1-14 and Matthew 9:1-8 

Friday, May 29     Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Matthew 9:9-17 

Saturday, May 30    Ezekiel 36:22-27 and Matthew 9:18-26 

Sunday, May 31    Deuteronomy 16:9-12 and John 4:19-26 

Staying Connected and COVID-19 

Wow!  Things have really changed for 

us this past month!  Your church staff 

has been working diligently to stay  

connected with all of you!   

We are all missing our times of worship 

and fellowship—and these are the 

ways we are staying connected: 
 

1. Daily Emails  

2. Facebook Posts and Live Stream 

Devotionals and Worship Service 

3. Website Updates 

4. YouTube channel - posting all of 

our videos so anyone can see 

them! 

5. Zoom Video Conferences for  

  ministry meetings and Youth Group 

6. Online giving 
 

To say that we have taken these  

challenges and turned them into  

opportunities is an understatement!   
 

God is using us to do so much more 

than just “flatten the curve”  He is  

reminding us to trust in Him, rest in 

Him, and that He is in control.   
 

Stay in touch with each other (at a safe 

distance).  A phone call can go a long 

way to brighten the spirits of someone 

feeling isolated.  
 

We hope you will continue to give; of 

your time, your talents, and tithes.  
 

Your church staff remains committed to 

serving you, and are looking forward to 

the day we can worship again in  

person!   

2020 BUDGET:  $425,963  ACTUAL YTD:  $116,535  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $35,496  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $8,192 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

4/5/2020 $8,322 +$130 -$27,174 

4/12/2020 $9,560 +$1,368 -$17,614 

4/19/2020 $6,720 -$1,472 -$10,894 

4/26/2020 $11,698 +3,506 +$804 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 4/15/2020 is $ 187,780 

We appreciate your faithful giving to our general fund and building fund during this difficult time.                        

 

 

 

Recurring Events and Special Projects  - everything else is still on hold except:    

1. Office staff will be here.  Communication and service to you are our priorities, and we will continue to do our best 

to bring you the word of God and encouragement during this time. 

2. The Food Pantry will continue to serve the community as this is an essential need. 

3. All committees are encouraged to continue meeting via Zoom (or other video conference service) 

If and when the ban is lifted—and we can resume activities, 

we will send out an updated newsletter and schedule of events. 

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Please call the church office to have your requests updated on Monday of each week.  

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Jerry Clark; Rick Antonio, father of Glenn Jones son-in-law; Bessie Layton, mother 

of Laura Smith; Scott Nicholson, son of Joan Nicholson;  Mike Torella, brother-in-law of Priscilla Giuliano; Marie 

Mousseau, friend of Phyllis Miller, Harold Melvin; Sandra Mayo, friend of Dee Davis; Jimmy Blackwelder, brother of 

Brenda  Horton; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Gigi  

Hunnicutt; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Gladys Dulin, mother of Joey Dulin; Beth Garrett, friend of  

Kathy Dulin; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Anne Carroll Ezzelle, college roommate of Martha Ann McConnell; 

Audrey Reynolds; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; 

JoAnn Lampe, friend of Cindy Spickard; Evelyn Freeman; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel; Devin Rockel during 

his deployment; Marcella Burton,  co-worker of Deb Carter’s; Dale Powers; Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark & Nancy 

McSwain; Ron Violette; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Susan Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol; Evelyn Elliott, 

friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; Avery Phillips, 

friend of Alice Williams; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Phyllis Griffin; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry 

Clark;  Margaret Hale; Marie Hildreth; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sonya Moorehead, 

friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan 

Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  

May we also remember and pray for our family and friends in nursing homes and rehabilitation centers. 

Good News!! 

Farmers Market  - will open on Wednesday, May 6th at 3:00pm!!  Miller and Sons  

produce has been operating as an essential business for over a month now, and are ready 

to come back to RRPC.  We have invited other food vendors to join us, and have asked all 

vendors to practice social distancing and use precautions when dealing with the public.  

Happy Hill Farms will be here with their meats, as well as Don from Piedmont Honey.  

Hope to see you!  (at a safe distance of course) 

Bridal Shower for Rebecca Murray and Bobby Mauldin - Sunday May 10th in the parking lot at the 

church.  Drive up anytime between 2:00-4:00pm and wish Rebecca and Bobby all the best on their upcoming  

wedding.  We still can’t gather but we can let people drive up and greet the happy couple!  COVID-19 can’t stop love 

and we want to show Rebecca and Bobby how much their church family loves them!  They are registered at Target, 

Amazon and Bed Bath & Beyond and their wedding date is May 17th!   



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

For Such a Time as This 
 

One of my favorite Bible stories is in the book of Esther, which is a little strange since 

the book does not mention God or any religious practices such as worship or obedience 

to the Law (10 Commandments).  Even though the name of God is not mentioned, 

God’s divine presence and providence are evident throughout the story.   
 

The book is like a novella, only ten short chapters, and at its peak, Esther risks her life 

to save her people, the Jews.  Was it just a case of Esther being in the right place at the 

right time to gain the king’s ear?  Or is it as her relative Mordecai states in 4:14, “Who knows? Perhaps you have 

come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 
 

Being humans, we are not in a position to know what the future holds, and so we often question what God’s actions.  

We want to have control over all of our lives, but as we have seen during these COVID-19 days, that is not always 

possible.  Still, good things can come from this time.  I have a friend who has struggled with jobs for years until just 

recently, when she found the perfect job back in her hometown.  Because of her close proximity to her 94-year-old 

mother there, now she is in the best place to care for her during this time.   Fate or Providence? 
 

We may never know the “why” of all of our questions for God.  We need to trust that we are in a position where we 

are to do good.  Our purpose may not be as huge as that of Esther.  In fact, it is likely to be something that we don’t 

recognize until well after the deed.  We may have the opportunity in a certain place and time to help someone to 

know the love of Jesus Christ.  And that is a big deal. 

Children 

Nursery 
Thanks to those who worked so diligently last month to clean and disinfect the church nurseries.  We will be ready  

for our little ones when the time comes for them to return! 

Staying Connected with Christian Education 
Even though we are away from our usual weekly education and fellowship times, faith formation is still happening.  

We hope that you have been able to take advantage of learning at home through our various offerings.  

Sunday School: 

Godly Play videos are posted weekly on Fridays.  Godly Play Resources is allowing us copyright permission to 

reproduce these lessons online. View them on the church Facebook page.   

Youth Sunday School lesson is posted weekly on Saturdays for all our youth via email.  If you desire to be on this 

mailing list, contact the church office. 

Adult lessons from The Present Word (granted by Presbyterian Publishing Corporation) are provided in the  

 weekly e-blast on Fridays.  Click on the links for the scanned lesson and a lesson guide that has additional 

material.     

Youth Group Meetings via Zoom are happening on Sunday nights.  Info to join the videoconference is sent out 
by email weekly. 

Wednesday Devotional Conversation Sheets are provided weekly to connect with Neal’s Wednesday evening  
 devotions.  These sheets can be printed out as placemats for family meals or as simple conversation  
 supplements around the video devotion.   
Theology On Tap will begin meeting monthly again May 11 in Zoom format.  Info to connect will be provided 

from the church office. Join in, whether you have attended the group meetings or not, for great virtual  
 theological discussions. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School July 26-30:  Who Is My Neighbor? 

We expect to make a decision in May about timing, form, and details of Vacation Bible 

School.  The dates of July 26-30 are still our primary focus.  For now, the VBS Directing 

Team is in planning stages with Plans A, B, and more.  Patience and flexibility are key 

topics for now.  Stay tuned for more information to come. 

Table Talk with Ms. Sharon and Ms. Cyndi 
 

We recently began a semi-monthly fun time for elementary-aged 

kids of the church.  Sharon Vanpelt and Cyndi Conway host the 

sessions, which incorporate cooking, crafts, and other projects 

with brief faith lessons.  Last month we moved online via Zoom  

to make Resurrection Rolls and to hear the Easter story.  

(see photo).  Our next session will be Thursday, May 7
th

,  

3:00 p.m. and we will create something special for Mother’s Day!   

Information to connect virtually will be emailed to anyone who 

wants to participate, along with details on what we will be  

creating! 

Christian Education Leader Appreciation  
May is traditionally the month when we thank those who are leaders in our Christian Education department.  This 

year may seem different, but our gratitude for our leaders remains true.  Whether they teach, prepare crafts, change 

diapers, cuddle kids, chaperone youth, guide discussions, talk, or just listen, our Christian Education leaders are 

passing on the faith to others.   

Please join your voices with others this month to give thanks to all those who teach, help, or otherwise care for  

others through our Sunday School and youth programs.  

Below are the names of those who have volunteered in the weekly Christian Education program in the 2019-2020 

church school year: 
 

    Julie Alexander    Ben Burr      Magan Bechtol 

                Julia Cagle     Neal Carter     Don Chase           

    Jerry Clark     DeDe Dickason    Ted Dickason     

    Kathy Dulin     Ann Glosson    Mike Harazim   

    Erica Heavey    Vance Horton    Mandy Ide      

    Steve Jewett    Kathy Linker     Janet Little      

    Jim Lyerly     Glenn Moses    Dave Mowery     

    Dave Miller     Kenza Mitchem    Steve Mitchem  

    Joe Novobilski    Niki Schneider    Candice Shepard    

    Cindy Spickard    Sharon Vanpelt    Shawnee Wakeman   

    Mandy Williams 


