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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

Calvin’s Corner  
(what do we believe as Presbyterians) 
 

One of the most used phrases in 

Reformed circles is “reformed and 

always reforming.” It appears first in 

a 1674 devotional by Jodocus van 

Lodenstein, who was an important 

figure in the Dutch Reformed  

tradition. As a matter of fact, his 

whole phrase is as follows: “The 

church is reformed and always [in 

need of] being reformed according 

to the Word of God.” The verb is 

passive: the church is not “always 

reforming,” but is “always being  

reformed” by the Spirit of God 

through the word. 
 

We are not always reforming  

because the culture is always 

changing and we need to be up 

with the times; rather, it is because 

we are always in need of being  

re-oriented to the word that stands 

over us, individually and  

collectively, that the church can 

never stand still. It must always be 

a listening church—listening to 

God. We are ever listening to God 

and being transformed to what God 

would have us be.   
 

When we use the phrase — “the 

church Reformed and always being 

reformed according to the Word of 

God” — we confess that we belong 

to the church and not simply to  

ourselves and that as the church 

we are always created and  

renewed by the word of God. 

What is May Meeting? How did it begin? 
 

May Meeting evolved over the years and is a variation of a tradition the 

early settlers brought from the Church of Scotland. In the earliest days of 

our congregation, when there was not a full-time minister, the Synods of 

New York or Philadelphia sent Presbyterian ministers to churches in the 

backwoods of North Carolina in the spring and in the fall to hold the  

sacrament of communion and to baptize children and adults since these 

sacraments could only be performed by an ordained minister. It seems that 

the spring communion service has always been the first Sunday in May. 
 

Dinner in the Grove around two long wire tables between the sanctuary 

and playground follows the worship service. Folks bring favorite foods to 

share along the table. 
 

May Meeting has always been a time for special events at our church. For 

many years, babies were baptized at May Meeting. 
 

The roots of May Meeting go very deep at Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. It is one of the traditions that is unique to our congregation. May 

Meeting has evolved over the years to the special Sunday we now know, 

but it has always been a special time that draws those who love this 

church back year after year. There are people who come back “home” to 

Rocky River every May Meeting. Others who have only heard of our 

church through family stories often develop a new tradition of coming to 

May Meeting to feel a kinship with past generations of their families. 
 

May Meeting more than any other Sunday, the connection is felt to earlier 

members of our church and the “cloud of witnesses” who have sat in those 

same pews we now occupy. 
 

We truly have had a wonderful deeply rooted history here at RRPC. May 

Meeting is just one of a plethora of examples. Just as May Meeting is a 

kinship with past generations, it is also a great opportunity to think forward 

to the kinship we have with our present community and the community we 

are becoming in the future. We have an incredible foundation of faith here 

as we go forward. Maybe the May Meeting will be a time to invite friends to 

come and experience RRPC.  
 

Jesus encourages the disciples to look forward: “No one who puts a hand 

to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) 

In the same manner, Paul encourages the faithful to press forward as well: 

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 

Jesus. (Philippians 3:14) 

In this Easter season, as we celebrate our faith foundations here at RRPC, 

may we live in the hope of new birth of resurrection in Christ. May that  

resurrection hope lead us to live into the new beginnings of who we are as 

RRPC—as God’s people here and now.   



 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

Tuesday, May 7 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m. 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Meets May 20 
 
 

Due to Memorial Day being on our regular meeting day, Rocky River Readers will meet for May ONLY on the 3rd 

Monday night.  Join us on Monday, May 20th at 7:00 pm in the parlor. 
 

Our book for discussion in May is Freedom’s Light by Colleen Coble.  Hannah Thomas left the South and all that was 

familiar to marry her beloved John. But the fact that she’s never been quite accepted by his mother and sister and 

that she doesn’t quite fit the strict Massachusetts Puritan community only becomes more difficult when John is killed 

in one of the first battles in the war for freedom. Hannah is allowed to continue to serve as lightkeeper for the twin 

tower lighthouses on the lonely coastline, but it is grueling work for a woman alone.   

One of the first shipwrecks washes ashore a handsome captain she thinks is a Tory, but she soon finds out he’s 

working as a spy for Washington. Much stands in the way of their happiness including the need to protect his secret, 

pressure from John’s family to marry another, near-constant disapproval from the townspeople, and the appearance 

of Hannah’s wayward sister. Coupled with the strain of war, Hannah isn’t sure she’ll ever see the light of freedom. 
Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For May 

May 1-  Baked Potato Bar  
Free Community Meal 

 

May 8– Lemon Oregano Chicken 
 

May 15 - Mac N Cheese  
 

May 22 - Beef Stew 

May 29 - Bistro Grilled Chicken 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

       

FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 
Friday May 10 & May 24 

               7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

Let’s invite friends and neighbors to join us! 

Bridge Lessons will be given this month 
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 
 

The May 10 game night will be held upstairs as the  

Girl Scouts have a banquet in the Fellowship Hall 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

 

Theology on Tap with Neal will be held Monday, May 13 at 7:00pm.  We will meet at  

The Percent Tap House in Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a lively discussion centered around 

life and theology.  All are welcome!!   

Theology on Tap 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of May 

Wednesday, May 1  Dan. 2:17-30 and John 17:20-26 

Thursday, May 2  Dan. 2:31-49 and Luke 3:1-14 

Friday, May 3   Dan. 3:1-18 and Luke 3:15– 22 

Saturday, May 4  Dan. 3:19-30 and Luke 4:1-13 

Sunday, May 5             Dan 4:1-18 and John 21:15-25 

Monday, May 6  Dan. 4:19-27 and Luke 4:14-30 

Tuesday, May 7  Dan. 4: 28-37 and Luke 4:31-37 

Wednesday, May 8   Dan. 5:1-12 and Luke 4:38-44 

Thursday, May 9  Dan. 5: 13-30 and Luke 5:1-11 

Friday, May 10  Dan. 6: 1-15 and Luke 5:12-26 

Saturday, May 11  Dan. 6:16-28 and Luke 5: 27-39 

Sunday, May 12  Gen. 18:22-33 and Matt. 7:15-29 

Monday, May 13  Jer. 30:1-9 and Luke 6:1-11 

Tuesday, May 14  Jer. 30:10-17 and Luke 6:12-26 

Wednesday, May 15  Jer. 30:18-22 and Luke 6:27-38 

Thursday, May 16  Jer. 31:1-14 and Luke 6: 39-49 

Friday, May 17  Jer. 31:15-22 and Luke 7:1-17 

Saturday, May 18  Jer. 31:23-25 and Luke 7:18-28(29-30) 31-35 

Sunday, May 19  Isa. 32:1-8 and Matt. 7:7-14   

Monday, May 20  Jer. 32:1-15 and Luke 7:36-50 

Tuesday, May 21  Jer. 32:16-25 and Luke 8:1-15 

Wednesday, May 22  Jer. 32:36-44 and Luke 8:16-25 

Thursday, May 23  Jer. 33:1-13 and Luke 8:26-39 

Friday, May 24  Deut. 31:20-32:14 and Luke 8:40-56   

Saturday, May 25  Deut. 32:34-41(42)43 and Luke 9:1-17  

Sunday, May 26   Deut. 15: 1-11 and Matt. 13:24-34a 

Monday, May 27  Deut. 8:1-10 and Luke 9:18-27 

Tuesday, May 28  Deut. 8:11-20 and Luke 11:1-13   

Wednesday, May 29  Deut.19:1-7 and Luke 12:22-31 

Thursday, May 30  Ezek. 1:1-14, 24-28b and Matt. 28:16-20 

Friday, May 31  Ezek. 1:28-3.3 and Luke 9:28-36 

Podcasts 

 

We record our Worship service weekly. 

We have 100 weekly listeners from 

many parts of the state and country.  

The podcast is an outreach ministry. If 

you missed church, you can listen in 

the week you missed. Some people 

prefer to visit us online before visiting a 

live worship. It is also a convenient way 

to share our church message with a 

friend or take worship to a person the 

cannot attend.  
 

 

Apple. Go to the iTunes App Store and 

download the Podcast App. Many times 

the Podcast app is already installed on 

iPhones. Once you install the app 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. You will see our weekly list of 

Worship podcasts listed. You can click 

a podcast and it will download and play 

this single podcast. Or you can hit the 

subscribe button and the podcast will 

automatically down load when the new 

weekly podcast is ready.  
 

Android. Go to Google Play store and 

download the podcast app. Once you 

install the app search for Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church. You will see our 

weekly list of Worship podcasts listed. 

You can click a podcast and it will 

download and play this single podcast. 

Or you can hit the subscribe button and 

the podcast will automatically down 

load when the new weekly podcast is 

ready.  

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD:  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

4/7/19 $9,010 +$1,152 -$25,044 

4/14/19 $5,988 -$1,870 -$19,056 

4/21/19 $8,417 +$559 -$10,639 

4/28/19 $6,316 -$1,542 -$4,323 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 4/15/2019 is $ 317,129                        

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLkZy8i6_eAhVnk-AKHd5qArwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstthomaswichita.com%2Ffaithformation%2Fadult-ff%2Fyoung-adults%2F392-theology-on-tap&psig=AOvVaw3DButonIgB


 

 

Church Life 
                            May Birthdays 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

May 5         Anna Talton 

May 12       Isabella Rockel 

May 19       James Ide 

May 26      Colton Heavey 

 

A Time for Children 

May 5            Joey Dulin 

May 12         JD McNutt 

May 19         Tommy Heavey 

May 26         Neal Carter 

 

Bread Ministry 

May 5            May Meeting 

May 12         Cathy Jewett 

May 19         Carol Lyerly 

May 26         Ann Windell 

 

Worship Assistants 

May 5        Kathy Linker 

May 12      Gigi Hunnicutt 

May 19      Emma Wakeman 

May 26      Candice Shepard 

 

Infant & Toddler Nursery 

May 5    Mandy Williams; Chris & Magan Becthol 

May 12         Laura Milliken, Carol Lyerly 

May 19         Kenza Mitchem, Ashelyn Earley 

May 26         Rex and Ashely , Beau & Jane Talton 

 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard & Charlie 

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!  

 Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to  

churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Alan Clawson 5/4 Mike McDonald 5/15 

Garrett Mitchem 5/4 Joe Milliken 5/15 

Joe Novobilski 5/4 Thomas Heavey 5/16 

Julia Ennis 5/4 Mickey McCall 5/19 

Garrett McDonald 5/6 Maggie Hartsell 5/20 

Melvin L. Little 5/6 Brandon Earley 5/23 

Rusty McDonald 5/7 Chase Tipton 5/24 

Alan Murray 5/10 Billy Carriker 5/27 

Theresa Watson 5/11 Garrett Fisher 5/28 

Mallory Tankersley 5/12 Ann Windell 5/29 

Niki Schneider 5/12 Benjamin Watson 5/59 

  Marcia Theroux 5/30 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

New Photographs for the  

Online Directory 

Our online church directory is being   

updated, and we thank Ruth Ann 

McDonald for taking the pictures. She 

will continue to take pictures before and 

after Worship in the Fellowship Hall.  Please get 

an updated picture taken.  Or, if you have a  

recent picture to submit yourself, send it to Cyndi 

Conway at churchadmin@rockyriver.org Help us 

get this project completed. 

Yo Yo Quilt Project  
Many thanks to the dozen or more folks who have helped to get our YoYo quilt ready  

for the Fall Festival Raffle.   We now have a hand crafted 60"x 90" size coverlet that 

contains 3080 individual circles in a lively array of colors.  It will be on display at May 

Meeting and the Women will be offering Raffle tickets for the drawing to be held at the 

Fall Festival.  Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the building fund.  If there are more 

YoYo's out there that were not turned in yet, you may still do so and we will make a  

pillow or two to go with the coverlet.  Or, you can use them to decorate a hat/cap/shirt 

/etc. for yourself.  It has been a fun project and we hope it will benefit our building.  

Questions:  Contact Julie Alexander at 704-455-9753 

Silver Sneakers - is now being offered on Monday and Tuesday mornings.   

The Classic Class is offered on Monday mornings at 10:00am or 11:00am.  This class focuses 

on strengthening muscles and increasing range of movement for daily life activities.  

Participants can use hand-held weights, elastic tubing with handles and a SilverSneakers ball. 

Often a chair is used for seated exercises or standing support.   

The Yoga Class is offered on Tuesday mornings at 10:00am.  This class is designed for all ages 

and skill levels.  Chairs are available if needed for support!   

The cost for each class is $3 unless you are offered Silver Sneakers through your insurance.  There is no charge if 

you have the insurance.   
Questions:  Contact Crystal Passmore at 704-960-8265 

Spring Into Faith-filled Yoga 

Come Spring clean your body, heart, mind 

and soul. Weekly, every MONDAY at 6:30pm 

for 1 hour of yoga, worship, fellowship, rest 

and the most authentic community ever! 

Grab a mat and a friend. These classes are 

accessible for beginners and advanced practitioners alike. 

There’s something for EVERYONE, ALL are welcome and 

belong here!  

There is no set fee - a donation will be accepted at the door.   
 

Questions?  Contact Leslie Bost Wagner at  704-298-2662 or 

leslie.bost@yahoo.com 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 19th at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great  

opportunity for fellowship among our men! 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 



 

 

Buildings and Grounds News 

Congregational Care 

Healing Touch Clinic 

The Healing Touch Clinic continues to be well 

attended, both on Wednesday afternoons, and 

the monthly Sunday afternoon.  Due to clinician 

schedules, the Sunday afternoon clinic will change to the third Sunday  

beginning May 19 and continuing throughout the year.  It is helpful to the 

practitioners to have an idea how many to prepare for, so please continue 

to use the sign-up sheet for the 30 minute sessions on Sunday, and call 

Julie Alexander for an appointment on Wednesday afternoon:  704-455-

9753, or 704-579-0781. 

We may do mini HT sessions at the Farmer's Market when it starts back up 

this month.  Healing Touch is open to the public, so please invite your 

friends and neighbors to try it!  

 

• The doors on the refrigerators in the kitchen have been repaired and now close properly.  But we still encourage 

you to make sure the doors are shut tight when you are finished in the kitchen. 

• Ross Linker has laid the brick over the windows in the youth kitchen area.  Thank you to Ross and his helper! 

• A tree near the road fell over during a wind storm, and thankfully did not cause serious damage.  It has been cut 

up and removed and a new tree has been planted in it’s place.  Thank you to Jim Rockel, Jim Pharr, Joe  

      Novobilski and Billy Carriker for taking care of this project. .  

• A workday is planned for Saturday, May 4 to prepare for May Meeting.  Billy Carriker will replace the mulch in the 

playground and new lines will be painted in the parking lot.  

• Billy’s crew also replaced the mulch and trimmed the bushes before Easter Service—thank you Billy. 

• Joe Novobilski pressure washed all of the picnic tables and began cleanup of the grove—thank you Joe!! 

The Building and Grounds committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00pm.  Our next meeting is  

May 6th.  We can always use help!!  

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

King McCachren, 980-213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

Feb 21 thru May 16 
 

GriefShare will finish up the current 

series of 13 classes on May 16, 

and the facilitators plan to take a 

break from this program until next 

Spring.  We will be offering  

the Surviving the Holidays  

Workshop  in November.  If  

anyone is interested in helping to  

facilitate this program please 

contact a member of the current 

team:  Julie Alexander, Pam  

Sciascia, Mimi Reynolds, or Alice 

Williams.  It is a very worthwhile 

program that has benefited many 

folks in our community who don't 

normally come to Rocky River. 

Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry had their official Ribbon Cutting ceremony 

on April 20 and had a chance to celebrate their wonderful volunteers and 

supporters!  A very special thank you to Pat Miller, the Estate of Don and 

Barbara Graham, Harrisburg United Methodist Church, Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church, Food Lion, Aldi, and Lowes Foods.   

Mayor Steve Sciascia was on hand to help with the ribbon cutting.  

Our needs for next week are as follows: potatoes (boxed and bagged), 

cream corn, mixed fruit, collard greens, spinach, black eyed peas, navy 

beans, chicken broth, beef broth, large canned soups (18-20 oz), Grits,  

cereal (not cheerios), laundry detergent, dish detergent, tooth brushes. 

Donations can be brought to church on Sunday and placed in the wooden 

box in the vestibule, or anytime during the week.  Your generosity is so  

appreciated!!   

 

 

We have some pretty amazing folks here at RRPC.  And while we all see each other on Sunday mornings, 

and share a meal on Wednesday evenings, sometimes we may not have a chance to really get to know 

the folks in our church family.  As part of a series called “Getting to Know…” we will begin to highlight  

individuals and/or families in our monthly newsletter.   

Getting to Know Chase Tipton 
Chase and his family have been at RRPC since he was in the 2nd grade.  While his parents became 

members right away, Chase was baptized and confirmed on the same day in 2016.  He has been very 

active in our Youth group and Scouting. 

Scouting has given Chase the opportunity to do a lot of different things. He attended the National 

Jamboree when he was 12 as part of the CNCC council contingent.  Meeting people from around the 

world he found a new hobby in patch trading and collecting.  Chase has been to Florida’s Sea Base 

where he canoed in the ocean out to Big Munson Island and spent time fishing and snorkeling.   

He has earned the Arrow of the Light, elected into the Order of the Arrow, is the lodge treasurer, has 

been awarded the James E West award and is a Vigil Honor Recipient.  

 Scouting has also taught Chase skills such how to be an effective leader, how to think in different 

ways, and how to be helpful to others.  He has used these skills in becoming an FFA officer and in  

youth group at church.  Chase has gone on mission trips where he helped build a playground and worked on repairs to people’s 

homes.  He takes responsibility and has helped clean up the youth area after everyone else has left.  Currently a senior at  

Hickory Ridge High School he is spending his senior year learning welding at Rowan Community College.   Instead of just taking 

the last requirements for graduation he worked with his guidance counselor to find a better use of his senior year.  By the time 

he graduates in the spring, he will have completed a semester of welding requirements at no  extra cost to his parents!  Chase 

plans to earn a degree in welding and to explore the country with working as a Welder.    

Jim Pharr has been a big influence in Chase’s life here at church, always telling his parents “Jim let me do it!”  It seems while 

they were on mission trips, Jim would teach Chase how to use power tools while repairing houses!  Chase values his RRPC  

family and we are so proud of him!!  Chase—we wish you much happiness and success in life, and hope that you will always 

know that you have a home here at RRPC! 

2019 Godly Play I Godly Play II 

May 5 Knowing Jesus in a New Way   (Jane/Beau) Parable of the Leaven  (Dave/Sharon) 

May 12 Knowing Jesus in a New Way  (Cindy/Janet) Parable of the Sower     (Julie/Mandy) 

May 19 Knowing Jesus in a New Way (Dave/Janet) 
Parable of the Good Samaritan  (Erica/

Kathy) 

May 26 Knowing Jesus in a New Way (Cindy/Mandy) 
Parable of the Great Banquet (Sharon/

Dave) 

June 2 Ascension (Jane/Beau) Ascension (Sharon/Cindy) 

June 9 Pentecost (Julie/Cindy) classes combined Pentecost (Julie/Cindy) 

Godly Play Schedule for May 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 



 

 

Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

So we just celebrated Easter with flowers and Easter Egg hunts and chocolate!!  

Over the past few days I've been reflecting on the story and this is what I have  

realized...working with the kids at the children's home has definitely changed my  

understanding of Easter. I can ask them about Easter and this is what I get..."Easter is about 

Jesus dying on the cross". They can tell me all about the details of how someone dies on the cross down to the very 

last detail. However, when I ask about what happens 3 days later they draw a blank most often. It is interesting and 

becomes a start of a conversation. I've seen it over and over and over. 
 

So why is this I keep wondering? I think those kids fully understand what it means to be beaten, tortured, abused, 

humiliated and bullied, you name it. I think they understand what it feels to have their whole world turn against them. 

So the cross to them is real. It is something they can see, feel, and relate. Their lives have been in a "Good Friday 

state of mind". 
 

The idea of hope and a love that cannot be eliminated...that is not fully real to them because they have not been able 

to have that in their life. An "Easter state of mind" seems foreign. In a way, we can only understand scripture fully 

when we have experienced scripture. 
 

Life is going to be tough and there are some days that you might find yourself wondering if the world has turned 

against you. My hope for each of you is that your faith will help pull you through the tough times and live in an 

"Easter state of mind".  
 

As Mercy Me says in the lyrics to the song This Life..."Every moment is a chance to let your light break through...this 

life was meant to shine". May each of you be able to live life to the fullest and always know that God's love will never 

go away. And may you take that hope and love to spread wherever you go in the world. 
 

Happy Easter - today and for all days! 

 

Peace, 

JD 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  
Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

Youth Mission Trip June 23 thru 29 
Cross Missions Myers Park Presbyterian 
Spots are limited.  The cost is $125 for the week. A $50  

deposit is requested by May 5.  See JD for more details 

May 5 - Youth 6 pm 

May 12 - No youth (spend the day with mom!) 

May 19 - Lunch/Carillon/Frisbee golf after worship 

May 26 - Climbing at Innerpeaks :) 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please call the church office to have your requests updated on Monday of each week.  

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Michael Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway (cancer is back); Terry Kelly, friend of 

Reggie and Gigi Hunnicutt; John Yandle, friend of Joe Novobilski; Harold Melvin and his mother Martha Melvin; Karl 

Windsor, brother of Susan Jones; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives 

of King and Pam McCachren; Dr. Jim Sample; John Rankin; Sam Flowe, brother of Ann Glosson; Avery Phillips, 

friend of Alice Williams; John Davis, friend of Joey and Kathy Dulin; Jeff Pigg and family, nephew of Janet Little, 

suffering from a brain tumor;   Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s; Theresa Hively and Jacob Roberts, friends of 

Traci Bird; Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird, Randy Baker, father of Delaney who attends our youth group; Don and 

Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of 

Jerry and Linda Clark; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;   

Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori 

Swaringen; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla 

Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams.  

The Presbyterian Women will be selling Rocky River Presbyterian Church pewter ornaments at 

the May meeting as a fund raiser. The ornaments will be $20.00 and the proceeds will go to the 

building fund.  We will also have our church cookbook, note cards, pen & ink drawings, and 

Christmas cards along with various other items for sale.   

CPR Training - June 22 1:00 pm - 4:30pm.  This class is open to anyone 

who wants to be CPR certified, and is no charge!  We encourage all of our 

nursery caregivers, teachers and ushers to take this class if you haven’t  

already.  Please contact Cindy Spickard at 704-699-8158 to register.   

Farmers Market - The Farmers Market will open on Wednesday May 1st at 3:00pm!  Miller 

and Sons has an abundance of strawberries fresh from their gardens for this first week!  

Most of our vendors from last year are returning, and we are accepting applications from new 

vendors as well.  We could use a baked goods vendor if anyone knows someone interested!   

Contact Cyndi in the office for more information. 

May Meeting!! 
Sunday ●  May 5 ●  10:00am ● 1:30pm 

A wonderful tradition that includes  

Sunday School, Worship 
and dinner in the grove. 

Bring a blanket or chairs, a covered dish or dessert, a jug of   

tea or lemonade and your family and friends!! 

We hope to see current and past members, make new friends  

and share the history of  RRPC! 

All are welcome!! 



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 

Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact 

Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   

 

From the DCE’s Corner 

 

It’s about to be a very busy time at RRPC.  The May calendar is full of special times in 

the life of our church.  In May we celebrate, we honor, we appreciate, and we remember. 
 

In the first week we celebrate the history of RRPC with May meeting.  We invite our kinfolk and friends to gather for 

worship and covered dish lunch on the grounds, we may make an annual trek to the fresh water spring. It is  

important to remember our congregation’s beginnings as we continue to be a beacon in this community. 
 

The second week we honor all those who function as mothers in their families. The nurturing that mothers give to all 

creatures is an essential part of our daily living.  On Mother’s Day, we acknowledge that the supreme role model of 

mothering comes from God.  God shows us first how to love each other, how to teach others, how to faithfully care 

for each other, and how to sacrificially raise God-loving children, our own or others.   
 

The third week we will appreciate the gift of Christian leadership by recognizing our Christian Education teachers 

and helpers.  Their service to this ministry guarantees that the gospel will be shared over and over, in multiple ways 

and venues. Teaching is an art, and we are grateful for those in this congregation who impact us through their  

teaching and through their lives of faith. 
 

The fourth week we remember those who gave their lives in service of others in times of conflict.  When we  

remember them, we accept their sacrifice so that we may live freely in this world, even as we continue to shape this 

world into a place where we will lay down the arms of war and turn swords into ploughshares for justice and peace. 

It’s a busy month, to be sure.  We are blessed.  May we go and be a blessing to others.    

Children 

Vacation Bible School ● To Mars and Beyond  ●  July 7-11 ●  6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Blast off To Mars and Beyond and help kids discover the wonders of God's universe. They'll become Voyagers on 

a journey through space, exploring where God's power can take them. Along the way, they'll learn how God 

walked with heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with them, too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-world 

fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire kids to give glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that 

we could ask or imagine! 
 

Registration is open online and in the office now!  Early registration helps us to plan activities and volunteer 

needs.  Each family completing registration gets a free VBS music CD!   
 

We are seeking volunteers to help all week in multiple ways.  Please contact Sharon Vanpelt, Kathy Dulin, or  

Cindy Spickard if you can help.   
 

Be on the lookout for our donations board.  Pick some items to purchase and bring them to the office by the  

designated date.  Your help with this helps us use our budget for things more difficult to find. 
 

Immediate needs for decorating (bring to Sharon in the office for loan or donation): 
 

Rope lights, clear or blue 

Twinkle lights 

Aluminum foil 

Clean Aluminum cans 20 oz. size 

Black large trash bags/rolls of black plastic 

Astronaut helmet 

Robots (NOT Transformers) 

 

 

2018-2019 Christian Education Leaders  

are invited to a light breakfast  

on Sunday, May 19th,  

9:30-10:00 a.m.  

in the Session Room  

upstairs in the Fellowship Hall building. 

Christian Education Leader Appreciation  

May 19th is the day we have designated to thank those who are leaders in our Christian Education department.  

Whether they teach, prepare crafts, change diapers, cuddle kids, chaperone youth, guide discussions, talk, or just 

listen, our leaders are passing on the faith to others.   

A light breakfast, a small memento, and name recognition in the worship service are small tokens of gratitude, but 

we offer them with wholehearted appreciation for all that they do for us!  Please join your voices with others to give 

thanks to all those who teach, help, or otherwise care for others through our Sunday School and youth programs.  

Handprints with our Christian Education leaders’ names on them will be on the office hallway in the Education  

building.  As you pass through, give your favorite teachers a HIGH FIVE on the handprint for their outstanding work!  

Offer a prayer of thanks as you read each name. 

 

 
 

Below are the names of those who have volunteered in the weekly Christian Education program in the 2018-2019 

year: 
 

 Julie Alexander   Ben Burr   Magan Bechtol  

 Don Chase         Jerry Clark   DeDe Dickason  

 Ted Dickason    Kathy Dulin   Krista Eason   

 Ann Glosson    Mike Harazim   Erica Heavy  

 Thomas Heavy   Vance Horton   Mandy Ide 

 Steve Jewett    Kathy Linker   Janet Little   

 Jim Lyerly    Marie Morrison  Glenn Moses   

 Dave Mowery    Dave Miller   Steve Mitchem  

 Joe Novobilski    Cindy Spickard  Beau Talton   

 Jane Talton    Shawnee Wakeman        

Upcoming dates: 

Confirmation Sunday: June 9
th

   

Graduate Sunday: June 9
th

 Let the office know NOW of your graduates --high school, college, or other. 

Children’s Summer Sunday School begins June 16
th

.  Sign up to teach now! 

 

NURSERY WORKDAY!!   Saturday June 1 at 9:00am.  It’s time to clean 

and re-organize the nurseries!  Please join us to get these rooms back in shape 

and ready for summer!  Many hands make light work—the more the merrier!!   

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

